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| O1R, 


To the HonouranLE 
George Lyttelton, E/; 


One of the Lords Commiſſioners of 
the TREASURY, 


OTWITHSTANDING your con- 
tant Refuſal, when I have aſked 


this Dedication, I muſt ſtill inſiſt on 
my Right to deſire your Protection of 


| this Wo k. 


To you, Sir, it is owing that this 
Hiſtory was ever begun. It was by 


your Deſire that I firſt thought of ſuch 


a Compoſition. So many Years have 
A 2 line 


Leave to prefix your Name to 


iv DEDICATION. 


ſince paſt, that you may have, per- 
haps, forgotten this Circumſtance : But 
your Deſires are to me in the Nature 


of Con nmands; and the Impreſhon of 


them is never to be eraled from my 
Memory, 


Again, Sir, without your Afſhſtance 
this Hiſtory had never been completed. 
Be not flartled at the Aﬀertion. I do 
not intend to draw on you the Suſpi— 
cion of being a Romance Writer, I 
bean no more than that I partly OWE 
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To. york MY Ntence; during great rart 
oi the Time which I have employed 
in compoſing it; another Matter which 
it may be neceſſary to remind you of; 


fince there are certain Actions of which 


you are apt to be extremely forgetiul ; 
but of theſe I hope I ſhall always 
have a better Memory than your- 
felt. 


Laſtly, it is owing to you that the 
Hiltory appears what it now is. It 
there be in this Work, as ſome have 
been pleaſed to ſay, a ſtronger Picture 
of a truly benevolent Mind than 1s to 


be 
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be found in any other, who that knows 

you, and a particular Acquaintance of 
yours, will doubt whence that Benevo- 
lence hath been copied ? The World 
will not, I believe, make me the 
Compliment of thinking I took it from 
myſelf. I care not: This they ſhall 
own, that the two Perſons from whom 
I have taken it, that 1s to ſay, two of 
the beſt and worthieſt Men in the 
World, are ſtrongly and zealouſly my 
Friends. I might be contented with 
this, and yet my Vanity will add a 
third to the Number ; and him one of 
the greateſt and nobleſt, not only in his 
Rank, but in every public and private 
Virtue, But here whilſt my Gratitude 
for the princely Benefactions of the 
Duke of Bedford burſts from my Heart, 
you muſt forgive my reminding you, 
that it was you who firſt recom- 
mended me to the Notice of my Bene- 
factor. 


And what are your Objections to the 
Allowance of the Honour which I 
have ſolicited ? Why, you have com- 
mended the Book fo warmly, that you 


= ſhould 
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ſhould be aſhamed of reading your 


Name before the Dedication. Indeed, 
Sir, if the Book itſelf doth not make 
ou aſhamed of your Commendations, 


nothing that I can here write will, or 


ought. I am not to give up my Right 
to your Protection and Patronage, be- 
cauſe you have commended my Book: 

For though I acknowledge ſo many 
Obligations to you, I do not add this 
to the Number; in which Friendſhip, I 


am convinced, hath ſo little Share; 
ſince that can neither biaſs your Judg- 


ment, nor pervert your Integrity. An 
Enemy may at any Time obtain your 
Commendation by only deſerving it ; 


and the utmoſt which the Faults of your 


Friends can hope for is your Silence; 
or, perhaps, if too ſeverely accuſed, 


your gentle Palliation. 


In ſhort, Sir, I ſuſpe&, that your 


Diſlike of public Praiſe is your true 


Objection to granting my Requeſt, I 
have obſerved, that you have, in com- 


mon with my two other Friends, an 


Unwillingneſs to hear the leaſt Mention 


of your own Virtues; that, as a great 
Poet 
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Poet ſays of one of you (he might juſtly 
have ſaid it of all three) you 


Do Good by ftealth, and bluſh to find 


it Fame. 


If Men of this Diſpoſition are as care- 
ful to ſhun Applauſe, as others are to 
eſcape Cenſure, how juſt muſt be your 
Apprehenſion of your Character falling 
into my Hands; ſince what would not 
a Man have Reaſon to dread, if attacked 
by an Author who had received from 
him Injuries equal to my Obligations to 


you! 


And will not this Dread of Cenſure 
increaſe in Proportion to the Matter 
which a Man is conſcious of having 
afforded for it? If his whole Life, for 
Inſtance, ſhould have been one con- 
tinued Subject of Satire, he may = 
tremble when an incenſed Satiriſt tak 
him in Hand. Now, Sir, if we apn! 5: 
this to your modeſt Averſion to Pane- 
gyric, how reaſonable will your Fears 


of me appear 


Yet 
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Yet ſurely you might have gratified 
my Ambition, from this ſingle Confi- 
dence, that I ſhall always 3 the 
Indulgence of your Inclinations to the 
Satisfaction of my own. A very ſtrong 
Inſtance of which I ſhall give you 1n 
this Addreſs; in which Iam determined 
to follow the Example of all other 
Dedicators, and will conſider not what 
my Patron really deſerves to have writ- 


ten, but what he will be beſt pleaſed to 


read. 


Without further Preface then, I here 
preſent you with the Labours of ſome 
Years of my Life. What Merit theſe 
Labours have is already known to your- 
felf. If, from your favourable Judg- 
ment, I have conceived ſome Eſteem for 
them, it cannot be imputed to Vanity; 
ſince I ſhould have agreed as implicitly 
to your Opinion, had it been given in 
Favour of any other Man's Production. 
Negatively, at leaſt, I may be allowed 
to ſay, that had I been ſenſible of any 
great Demerit in the Work, you are 
the laſt Perſon to whoſe Protection I 
would have ventured to recommend it. 

From 
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DEDICATION, 1X 


From the Name of my Patron, in- 
deed, I hope my Reader will be con- 
vinced, at his very Entrance on this 
Work, that he will find in the whole 
Courſe of it nothing prejudicial to the 
Cauſe of Religion and Virtue ; nothing 
inconſiſtent with the ſtricteſt Rules of 
Decency, nor which can offend even 
the chaſteſt Eye in the Peruſal. On 
the contrary, 1 declare, that to re- 
commend Goodneſs and Innocence hath 
been my ſincere Endeavour in this 
Hiſtory, This honeſt Purpoſe you have 
been pleaſed to think I have attained : 
And to ſay the Truth, it is likelieſt to 
be attained in Books of this Kind: 
for an Example is a Kind of Picture, 
in which Virtue becomes as it were 
an Object of Sight, and ſtrikes us 
with an Idea of that Lovelineſs, which 
Plato aſſerts there is in her naked 


Charms. 


Beſides diſplaying that Beauty of 
Virtue which may attract the Admi- 
ration of Mankind, I have attempted 


do engage a ſtronger Motive to Human 


-iF 
ZE 
* 


Action in her Favour, by convincing 


Men, 
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Men, that their true Intereſt directs 
them to a Purſuit of her. For this 
Purpoſe I have ſhewn, that no Acqui- 
ſitions of Guilt can compenſate the 
Loſs of that ſolid inward Comfort of 
Mind, which is the ſure Companion 


of Innocence and Virtue ; nor can in 
the leaſt balance the Evil of that Horror 


and Anxiety which, in their Room, 


Guilt introduces into our Boſoms. And 
again, that as theſe Acquiſitions are 1n 
themſelves generally worthleſs, ſo are 
the Means to attain them not only baſe 
and infamous, but at beſt uncertain, 


and always full of Danger. Laſtly, 1 


have endeavoured ſtrongly to inculcate 
that Virtue and Innocence can ſcarce 
ever be injured but by Indiſcretion 


and that it is this alone which often 


betrays them into the Snares that Deceit 


and Villainy ſpread for them, A Moral 


which I have the more induſtriouſly 
laboured, as the teaching it is, of all 
others, the likelieſt to be attended with 
Succeſs; ſince, I believe, it is much 
eaſier to make good Men wiſe, than to 
make bad Men good. 


For 
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DEDICATION. xi 


For theſe Purpoſes J have employed 
all the Wit and Humour of which I 
am Maſter in the following Hiſtory ; 
wherein I have endeavoured to laugh 
Mankind out of their favourite Follies 
and Vices, How far I have ſucceeded 
in this good Attempt, I ſhall ſubmit 
to the candid Reader, with only two 
Requeſts : Firſt, That he will not ex- 
pect to find Perfection in this Work; 
and Secondly, That he will excuſe 
ſome Parts of it, if they fall ſhort of 
that little Merit which I hope may 
appear in others. 


I will detain you, Sir, no longer. 
Indeed I have run into a Preface, while 
I profeſſed to write a Dedication, But 
how can it be otherwiſe ? I dare not 
praiſe you ; and the only Means I know 
of to avoid it, when you are in my 
Thoughts, are either to be entirely 


ſilent, or to turn my Thoughts to ſome 
other Subject. 


Pardon, therefore, what I have ſaid 
in this — not only without your 


Conſent, 


xii DEDICATION, 


Conſent, but abſolutely againſt it; and 
give me at leaſt Leave, in this public 


Manner, to declare, that I am, with 
the higheſt Reſpect and Gratitude, 


STR, 


Tour moſt Obliged, 


Obedient Humble Servant, 


Henry Fielding. 


r _ ſp a UB Fr Og "OY 
8 ES OW „ OS ALF LE A sf . $a 
__ F . US N. od nn er OA 5 
a OPS RETRY * 


2 


(_ xit ) 


—__ 


„„ — 
— 


CONTENTS 
FIRST VOLUME. 


60 1 1. 


3 
n by 4... 
£ 3 3 * +. 
: S ö 
T ee 


4 Foundling as is neceſſary or proper to ac- 


of this Hiſtory, 

CHART F- 

The Introduftion to the Wirk, or Bill of Fare 
1% the Feaſt, | Page I 

CHAP. II. 

4 ſhort Deſcription of Squire Allworthy, and a 
fuller Account of Miſs Bridget Allworthy his 
Sifter.. p. 5 

| CHAP. III. 

An odd Atcident which befell Mr. Allworthy, at 

his Return home. The decent Behavicur of Mrs, 


Deborah Wilkins, with ſome proper Animad- 


CHAP I, 


The Reader's Neck brought into Danger by - a De- 
fſeription of his Hſcaſ e, and the great Condeſcen- 


VOI. I, da - CH A E. 


Containing as much of the Birth of the 


quaint the Reader with in the Beginning 


ver ſions en Baſtards. | p. 7 


ſion of Miſs Bridget Allworthy. p. 125 


£ r OW por BT os 


xr CONTENTS of Vol. I. 


Containing a few common Matters, with a very * 
uncommon Obſervation upon them, p- 16 I 


Mrs. Deborah ts introduced into the Pariſh, with ; 
a Simile. A ſhort Acctunt of Jenny Jones, £ 
with the Difficulties and Diſcouragements which 3 
may attend young Mamen in the Purſuit x 
Learning. p. 18 

CHAP. VII. 


Containing ſuch grave Matter, that the Reader 


cannot laugh once through the whole Chapter, un- A 
les peradventure he ſhould laugh at the Author. p. 24 
| CHAFT, Ya. . 
A . terween Meſilames Bridget, and De- 3 
borah ; containing more Amuſement, but leſs In— 2 
firuction than the former. p. 30 E 
CHA PP. 1. ; 

Containing Matters which will ſurprize the Reader, 


P. 34 4 
| CHA R. Xs bs | 
The He /ttality of Allworthy ; with a ſhort Shetch . 
of baer of twa Brothers, a Doctor, bs 
and a Captain, who were entertained by that Y 
Gentleman, p. 37 
CHAP. &b 
Containing many Rules, and ſome Examples, con- 
cerning falling in Love: Deſcription of Beauty, 
and other more prudential Inducements to Ma- 
trimeny. P- 42 
CHAP. A 


Containing what ihe Reader may, perhaps, expect to 
ſiud in it. | p- 48 


xe 


Er Ee 
7 
oxi 

85 

8 


1 9 3 e FFF G ">" — N WAY te 
IN». 9 3 PC des FETs. ce} 2 N ob, © ak 8 RE NG - RES „ £5 8 W 
I SPIE THe * r I /%)%%%%CCCCC0ͥͤ NEE !!! N r 
. - N AL HERS l . 3 3 
: 5 0 N 5 3 SE 3 


CONTENTS of Vol. - 


C H AP. XIII. 
Thich concludes the firfl Beet; with an Iuſtance 
of Ingratitude, which, we hofe, will appear 
annatural. P- 53 


BOOK II. 
Containing Scenes of matrimonial Felicity in 
different Degrees of Life; and various other 
Tranſattions during the firſt two Years after 
the Marriage between Captain Blifil and 
A7ijs Bridget Allworthy. 


EI. 


Shewing what Rind of a Hiſtory this is; what it 
is lite, and what it is net like, p. 57 


Cl A FH; 


Religions Cautions againſt ſhewing too much Favour 
6% Baſtards; and a great Difeozery made by 
Ars. Deborah Wilkins. p. EO 


H Hh 


The Daſcription of a domeſtic Government ſounded 


upon Rules direflly contrary to theſe of Ari- 


ſtotle. p. 63 
S 


Centaining one of the moſt blood Battlcs, or rather 
Ducts, that were ever recorded in Demeſlic Hi — 


tory. p. 69 
| 6 A = F. 

Containing : much Matter to exerciſe the Judgment 

and Refieetion of 22 Reader. P- 75 
CRATE FL 


The Trial of Partridge, the Schco. maſter, for Tags 
centineney; the Evidence of his Hife; A ſhort 


2 7 * 


——— — — — 
. — — 


. —— 


7 ůÄ0 . 8 


xvi CONTENTS of Vol. I. 


R-fleflion on the Wiſdom of our Law ; with 


ether grave Matters, which thiſe will like beſi 


who underſtand them moſt. © p- 83 


| ( 

A Port Sketch of that Felicity which prudent Cou- 
les may ext. act from Hatred ; with a ſhort 
Ap:logy for theſe People who overlook Imper- 
ſectiens in their Friends. p. 91 

CHAP... Vil 

A Receipt to regain the loft Afﬀetiions of a IWifr, 
which hath never been known to fail in the mo/l 
deſperate Caſes, p. 97 

CHAP. If. | 

A Prof of the Infallibility of the foregoing Re- 
cerpt, in the Lamentations of the Widow ; with 
other ſuitable Decorations of Death, ſuch as Phy- 


ficians, & c. and an Epitaph in the true Stile. p. 100 


BOOK III. 


Containing the moſs memorable Tranſadtions 
which paſſed in the Family of Mr. Allwor- 
thy, from the Time when Tommy Jones 
errived at the Age of Fourteen, till be at- 
tained the Age of Nineteen. In this Book 
the Reader may pick up ſome Hints concern- 
ing the Education of Children. 


CHAP. I. 
Contaitling little or nothing. p. 107 
C HAP. II. 


The Hero of this great Hiſtory appears with very 


bad Omens. A little Tale, of ſo Low a Kind, 


that ſome may think it nat worth their Notice. A 
Word 


n 
WNT 


3-0 
>< 


CONTENTS of Vol. I. xvii 


Mord or two concerning a $ guire, and mort relat- 
ing to a Gamc-keeper, and a Schaolmaſter. p. 110 
CHAP. III. 


The Character of Mr, Square the Philoſapher, 
and of Mr. Thwackum the Divine; with a 


Diſpute concerning 
| CHAT. I. | 
Containing a neceſſary Apology for the Author; and a 
childiſh Incident, which perhaps requires an Apo- 
(ogy likewiſe. | p. 121 
E 
The Opinions of the Divine and the Philoſopher con- 
cerning the two Boys; with ſome Reaſons for their 
Opinions, and other Matters, , p< 12% 


CHAF. VL 


p. 117 


Containing a better Reaſon ill for the befare-men= 


tioned Opinions. Wo: 
CHAP. VII. 
In which the Author himſelf makes his Appearance 


on the Stage. p. 137 
C HAP. VIII. a 
A childiſb Incident, in which, however, ts ſeen a good- 


natured Diſpoſition in Tom Jones. Pp. 140 
CHAP I 


Containing an Incident of a more heinous Kind, with 
the Comments of Thwackum and Square. p. 143 


|  _CGCHAEM Xx. | 
In which Maſter Blifil and Jones appear ih dif- 
ferent Lights. p. 146 


| B OO K IV. 
Containing the Time of a Tear. 
CHAP. IL 
Containing fue Pages of Paper. p. 151 


1 . —— —ů ——ů ů A — — — — — 
1 


—— BEE 4, p —— — ( tee ů 


xvii CONTENTS of vol. I. 
CHAP. II. 


A ſhort Hint of what we can do in the Sublime, and 
a Deſcription of Miſs Sophia Weſtern, p. 155 
E 

Wherein the Hiſtory goes back to commemsrate a 
trifling Incident that happened ſome Years ſince ; 
but which, trifling as it was, had ſome future 
Conſequences. p. 160 
CHAT. IV. 

Containing ſuch very deep and grave Matters, that 
ſeme Readers, perhaps, may not reliſh it. p. 164 


CHAP. VF, 
Containing Matters accommedated to everyTaſte, p. 168 
CHAP. VE 


An Apolrgy for the Inſenſibility of Mr. Jones, to 
all the Charms of the lovely Sophia; in which 
poſſibly we may, in a conſiderable Degree, lauer (is 
Character in the Efiimation of thoſe Men of It 
and Gallantry, who approve the Heroes in mol 


of our modern Comedies, p. 176 
. 
Being the ſhorteſt Chapter in this Peck, p. 103 


CHAT; Ya 
A Battle ſung by the Muje in the Homerican Sti'e, 
and which none but the c affical Reader can Tae. 


p. 184. 
CHAP. IA. 
Containing Matiers of no very peaccable Coltur. 
| Pe 191 
CHAT. 2, 


A Story told by Mr. Supple, the Curate, The Pe- 
netration of Squire Weſtern. His great Lowe 
for his Daughter, and the Return to it made by 


her. | p. 196 
CHAP. 


CONTENTS of Vol. I. xix 
| CHAP. *&L | 

The narrow Eſcape of Molly Seagrim, with ſome 
Obſervations for which we have been forced ta dive 
pretty deep into Nature. p. 202 

C HAP.“ XII. 

Containing much clearer Matters; but which flew 
from the fame Fountain with thoſe in the preceding 
Chaptcr. p. 208 

CH F. A; 

A dreadful Accident which befel Sophia. The gal- 

lant Behaviour of Jones, and the mare dreadful 

| Conſequence of that Behaviour to the young Lady; 

with a ſhort Digreſſion in Favour of the Female 

Sex. p. 213 
CHAT AY. 

The Arrival of a Surgeon, His Operations, and 
a long Dialogue between Sophia and her Maid. 

p. 217 
| BGO. * 

Containing a Portion of Time, { mewhat longer 

than Half à Year. 


CHAT L | 
Of THE SERIOUS wm /Priting, and fir what 
Purpoſe it is introduced, | p. 220 
E | 


In which Mr. Jones receives many friendly Viſits 
during his Confinement ; with ſome fine Touches 


of the Paſſion of Love, ſcarce viſible io the naked 


A p. 232 
C | 
FFhich all, who have no Heart, will think to con- 
tain much ado about nothing, p. 239 
C HAP. IV. | 
A Iitle Chapter, in which is contained a little In- 
cident. - P. 242 


CHAT. 
2 


xx CONTENTS of Vol. I. 


C HAP. V. 
very long Chapter, containing a very great Inci- 
dent. p. 247 
CHAP. VI. 


By comparing which vouehd the former, the Reader 


may Poſſibly correct: ſome Abuſe which he hath : 
formerly been guilty of in the Application of the 


Word Lovk. p. 258 


CHAP. V. 
In which Mr. Allworthy appears on a Sick-Bed. 


p-. 266 
CHAP. VIII. 
Containing Matter rather natural than pleaſing. 


p. 274 
CHAP. IX. i 


Which, among other Things, may ſerve as a Com” 


ment on that Saying of A\chines, that DRuNnK- 
ENNESS SHEWS THE MIN D oF a Man, as A 
MIRROR REFLECTS His PERSON, p. 281 


CHAP. As * 

Shewing the Truth of many Obſervations of Ovid, 
and of other more grave Ii riters, who have 
proved, beyond Contradiction, that Wine is often 
the Forerunner of Tncontinency. p- 288 


CHAP. XI. 
In which a Simile in Mr. Pope's Pericd of a 
Mile, introduces as bloody a Ba'tle as can p:ſ- 


ſibly be fought, without the Aſſiflance of Steel or 


cold Iron. | p. 293 
C HAP. XII. 12 


Ta which is ſeen a more moving Shectacle, than all 
the Blood in the Bodies of Thwackiq and Blifil, 
and of Twenty other ſuch, is capabof produce 
ing. pe. 298 


THE 


HISTORN 


'OF A 


» 0 u wa 


BOOK LI 
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ling as is necejary or proper to acquaint 
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CHAP 1 


The- Iniroduction to the Mert, a Bill of Fare 
ta the Feaſt, 


N Author ought to conſider himſelf, not 
A as a Gentleman who gives a private or 
N. elcemoſynary Treat, but rather as one 

who'kceps a. public Ordinary, at which 
all Perſons are weicame for their Money. Io the 
former Caſe, it is well known, thac the Entertainer 
provides what Fare he pleales 3 and tho' this 
ſhould be very indifferent, and utterly diſagree- 
able to the Tate of his Company, they mutt not 
find any Fault; nav, on the contrary, Good- 


Breeding forces them outwardly to approve and 
Vo“. I. B to 
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to commend whatever 1s ſet before them. Now 


the contrary of this happens to the Maſter of an- 


Ordinary. Men who pay for what they cat, 
will inſiſt on gratifying their Palates, however 
nice and whimſical theſe may prove; and if 
every Thing is not agreeable to their Taſte, will 
challenge a Right to cenſure, to abuſe, and to 
d n their Dinner without Controul, 
To prevent therefore giving Offence to their 


Cuſtomers by any fuch Diſappointment, it hath . 


been uſual, with the honeſt and weil-meaning 
Hoſt, to provide a Bill of Fare, which all Per— 
ſons may peruſe at their firſt Entrance into the 


Houſe; and, having thence acquainted them- 


ſelves with the Entertainment which they ma ay 
expect, may either ſtay and regale with what is 
provided for them, or may depart to ſome other 
Ordinary better accommodated to their Taſte. 

As we do not diſdain to borrow Wit or Wiſ— 
dom from any Man who is capable of lending us 
either, we have condeſcended to take a Hint from 
theſe honeſt Victuallers, and ſhall prefix not only 
a general Bill of Fare to our whole Entertain- 
ment, but ſhall likewiſe give the Reader particu— 
lar Pills to every Courſe which is to be ſerved up 
in this and the enſuipg Volumes. 

The Proviſion then which we have here made, 
is no other than Human NATURE. Nor do J 
fear that my ſenſible Reader, though moſt Juxuri- 
ous in his Taſte, will ſtart, cavil, or be offended, 
becauſe I have named but one Article. T he 
Tortoiſe, as the Alderman of Hriſtol, well learned 
in eating, knows by much Experience, be ſides 
the delicious Calibaſb and Calipce, contains many 
different kinds of Food; nor can the learned 
Reader be ignorant, that in Human Nature, tho' 
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here collected under one general Name, is ſuch 
prodigious Variety, that a Cook will have ſooner 


gone through all the ſeveral Species of animal and 


vegetable Food in the World, than an Author 
will be able to exhauſt ſo extenſive a Subject. 

An Objection may perhaps be apprehended 
from the more delicate, that this Diſh is too 
common and vulgar ; for what elſe is the Sub- 
jet of all the Romances, Novels, Plays and 
Poems, with which the Stalls abound ? Many 
exquiſite Viands might be rejected by the Epicure, 
if it was a ſufficient Cauſe for his contemning of 
them as common and vulgar, that ſomething was 
to be found in the moſt paultry Alleys under the 
fame Name. In reality, true Nature is as diffi- 
cuit to be met with in Authors, as the Bayonne 
Ham or Bologna Sauſage is to be found in the 
Shops. 


But the whole, to continue the ſame Me- 


taphor, conſiſts in the Cookery of the Author; 


for, as Mr. Pope tells us, 


True Wit is Nature to Advantage dreſt, 
What oft was thought, but ne'er ſo well expreſt. 


The fame Animal which hath the Honour to 
have ſome Part of his Fleſh eaten at the Table 
of a Duke, may perhaps be degraded in another 
Part, and ſome of his Limbs gibbeted, as it were, 
in the vileſt Stall in Town. Where then lies the 
Difference between the Food of the Nobleman 


and the Porter, if both are at Dinner on the 


ſame Ox or Calf, but in the ſeaſoning, the dreſ- 
ſing, the garniſhing, and the ſetting forth? Hence 
the one provokes "and incites the moſt Janguid 

8 Appetite, 
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Appetite, and the other turns and palls that which 
is the ſharpeſt and keeneſt, 

In like manner, the Excellence of the mental 
Entertainment conſiſts leſs in the Subject, than in 
the Author's Skill in well dreſſing it up. How 
pleaſed therefoie will the Reader be to find, that 
we have, in the following Work, adhered cloſely 
to one of the higheſt Principles of the belt Cook 
which the preſent Age, or perhaps that of He- 
liegabalus, hath produced? This great Man, as 
is wcll known to all polite Lovers of eating, be- 
gins at firſt by ſetting plain Things before his 
hungry Gueits, riſing afterwards by Degrees, as 
their Stomachs may be ſuppoſed to — to 
the very Quinteſſence of Sauce and Spices. In 
like manner, we ſhall repreſent Human Nature at 
firſt to the keen Appetite of our Reader, in that 
more plain and ſimple Manner in which it is 
found in the Country, and ſhall hereafter haſh 
and ragoo it with all the high French and Italian 
Seaſoning of Aﬀectation and Vice which Courts 
and Cities afford. By theſe Means, we doubt 
not but our Reader may be rendered deſirous to 
read on fer ever, as the great Perſon, juſt above- 
mentioned, is ſuppoſed to have made ſome Per- 
ſons cat. 

Having premiſcd thus much, we will now de- 
tain tho! c, who like our Bill af Fare, no longer 
from their Diet, and ſhall proceed directly to 
ſerve up the firit Courſe of our Hiſtory, for ors 


Ente rtainment. 


F 
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hort Deſeription of Squire Allworthy, and 4 
fuller Acconnt of Miſs Bridget Allworthy h:s 
S1/fer, 


N that Part of the weſtern Diviſion of this 
Kingdom, which is commonly called Samer- 
fetſhire, there lately lived (and perhaps lives ſtill) 
a Gentleman whoſe Name was Alhkvorthy, and 
vho might well be called the Favourite of both 
Nature and Fortune; for both of theſe ſeem to 


| have contended which ſhould bleſs and enrich him 


moit, Jn this Contention, Nature may ſeem to 
{:me to have come of victorious, as ſhe beſtowed. 
on him many Gris; while Fortune had only one 
Gift in her Power ; but in pouring forth this, ſhe 


was ſo very profuſe, that others perhaps may 


think this ingle Endowment to have been more 
than equivalent to all the various Bleſſings which 
he enjoyed from Nature. From the former of 
theſe, he derived an agreeable Perion, a ſound 
Conſtitution, a ſolid Underſtanding, and a bene- 


volent Heart; by the latter, he was decreed to 


the Inheritance of one of the largeſt Eſtates in 
the County. 
This Gentleman had, in his Vouth, married 
a very worthy and beautiful Woman, of whom 
he had been extremely fond: By her he had three 
Children, all of whom died in their Infaney. 
He had likewiſe had the Misfortune of burying 
this beloved Wife herſelf, above five Years be- 
fore the Time in which this Hiſtory chuſes to ſet 
out. This Loſs, however great, he hore like a 
Man of Senſe and Conſtancy; tho” it muſt be 
| E 3 con 
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confeſt, he would often talk a little whimſically 
on this Head: For he ſometimes ſaid, he looked 
on himſelf as {till married, and conſidered his 
Wife as only gone a little before him a Journey 
which he ſhould moſt certainly, ſooner or later, 
take after her; and that he had not the leaſt 
Doubt of meeting her again, in a Place where 
he ſhould never part with her more, Sentiments 
for which his Senſe was arraigned by one Part of 
his Neighbours, his Religion by a ſecond, and 
his Sincerity by a third, | 

He now lived, for the moit Part, retired in the 
Country, with one Siſter, for whom he had a 
very tender Affection. This Lady was now 
{ſomewhat paſt the Age of 30, an Aura, at which, 
in the Opinion of the Malicious, the Title of 
Old Maid may, wich no Impropriety, be aſſumed. 
She was of that Species of Women, whom you 
rather commend for good Qualities than Beauty, 
and who are generally called by their own Sex, 


very good Sort of Women—as good a Sort of 


Woman, Madam, as you would wiſh to know. 


Indeed, ſhe was ſo far from regretting Want of 


Beauty, that ſhe never mentioned that Perfection 
(if it can be called one) without Contempt ; and 
would often thank God ſhe was not as handiome 
as Miſs ſuch a one, whom perhaps Beauty had 
led into Errors, which ſhe might have otherwiſe 
avoided. Miſs Bridget Altoorthy (for that was 
the Name of this Lady) very rightly conceived 
the Charms of Perſon in a Woman to be no 
better than Snares for herſelf, as well as for others ; 
and yet ſo diſcreet was ſhe in her Conduct, that 


her Prudence was as much on the Guard, as if 


ſhe had all the Snares to apprehend which were 
ever Jaid for her whole Sex, Indeed, I have ob- 
ſerved 
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ſerved (tho' it may ſeem unaccountable to the 


Reader) that this Guard, of Prudence, like the. 


Trained Bands, is always readieſt to go on Duty 
where there is the leaſt Danger. It often baſely 
and cowardly deſerts thoſe Paragons for whom 
the Men are all wiſhing, ſighing, dying, and 
ſpreading every Net in their Power; and con- 
ſtantly attends at the Heels of that higher Order 
oi Women, for whom the other Sex have a more 
diſtant and aweful Reſpect, and whom (from De- 
pair, I ſuppoſe, of Succeſs) they never venture 


to attack. 


Reader, I think proper, before we proceed any 
farther together, to acquaint thee, that I intend 


to digreſs, through this whole Hiſtory, as often 


as I ſee Occaſion: Of which I am mytelf a bet- 
ter Judge than any. pitiful Critic whatever. And 
here I muſt deſire all thoſe Critics to mind their 
own Buſineſs, and not to intermeddle with Affairs, 


or Works, which no ways concern them : For, 
till they pruduce the Authority by which they 
are conſtituted Judges, J ſhall not plead to their 


Juriſdiction. 


R 


An odd Accident which befell Mr. Allworthy, ar- 


his Return home. The decent Behavicur of Mrs. 
Deborah Wilkins, with ſome proper Auimad- 
ver ſuns on Baſtards. 


p 1 Have told my Reader, in the preceding Chap- 


ter, that Mr. Alliuortby inherited a large For- 
tune; that he had a good Heart, and no Family. 
Hence, doubtleis, it will be concluded by many, 
that he lived like 2n honeſt Man, owed no one a 
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Shilling, took nothing but what was his own, 


kept a good Houſe, entertained his Neighbours 
with a hearty Welcome at his Table, and was 
Charitable to the Poor, 1. e. to thoſe who: hail 
rather beg than work, by giving them the. Oiral; 
from it ; that he died immenſely rich; and built 
an Hoſpital; 

And true it is, that he did many of theſe 
'* oh but, had he done nothing more, I. 
ſhould have left him to have recorded his own 
Merit on ſome fair Free- Stone over the Door of 
that Hoſpital, Matters of a much more extra- 
ordinary Kind are to be the Subject of this Hite 
tory, or I ſhould groſsly miſpend my Time in 
writing fo voluminous a Work; and you, my— 
ſagacious Friend, might,. with. equal Profit and 
Pleaſure, travel through ſome Pages, which cer- 
tain droll Authors have been facetioully pleaſed to 
call The Hiſtory of England. | 

Mr, Alk.o:thy Fw been abſent a full Quarter. 
of a Year in London, on ſome very particular 
Buſineſs, though know not what it was; but 
judge of its Importance, by its having detained 


him {o long from home. whence he had not been 


abſent a Month at à Time during the Space of 


many Years. He came to his Houſe ver; late in 
the Evening, and aiter a ſhort Supper with his 
Siſter, retired much fatigued to bis Chamber, 
Here, havin {pent ſome Minutes on his Knees, 
a Cuitom which he never broke through on an 
Account, he was preparing to ſtep into Bed, 
when,” upon opening the f.Joaths, to his great 
Surprize, he beheld an Int: nt,” wrapt up in ſome 
courſe Linen, in a ſweet and profound Sleep, 
between his Sheets, He ſtood ſome Time loſt in 
Aſtoniſhment at this Sight; but, as Good-nature 
had 
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had always the Aſcendant in his Mind, he 
ſoon began to be touched with dentimente of 
Compaſſion for the little Wretch before him. 
He then rang bis Bell, and ordered an eldeily 
Woman Servant to riſe immediately and come to 
him, and in the mean Time was fo cager in con- 
templating the Beauty of Innocence, appearing 
in thoſe lively Colours with which Infancy and 
Sleep always diſplay it, that his Thoughts were 
too much engaged to reflect that he was in his 
Shirt, when the Rlatron came in. She had in- 
deed given her Maſter ſuficient Time to dreſs 
himſelf; for out of Refpect to him, and Regard. 
to Decency, ihe bad ſpent many Minutes in ad— 


juſting her Hair at the Looking-Glaſs, notwith- 
lianding all the Hurry in which ſhe had been 


ſummoned by the Servant, and tho' her after, 
for ought ſhe knew, lay expiring in an Apoplexy 
or in ſome other Fit. 

It will not be wondered at, that a Creature, 


who hed ſo ſtrict a Regard to Decency in her 


own Perſon, fhould be ſhocked at the leaſt Devia- 
tion from it in another. She thereſore no ſooner 
opened the Door, and ſaw her Maſter ita nding 
by the Bed-ſide in bis Shirt, with a Candle in his 


Hand, than ſhe ſtarted back in x molt terrible 


Fright, and might perhaps have ſwooned away, 
had he not new recollected his being undreſt, and 
Put an End to her Tterrors, by dehring her to 

ſtay without the Door, till he had thrown ſome 
Cloaths over his Back, and was become in- 
capable of ſhocking the pure Eyes of Mrs. De- 
bran hill is, Who, tho - the 524 Year of ner 
Age, vowed the had never behold a Man without 
his Coat. Sneerers and prophane Wits may per- 


haps Jauga at her firſt Fright; yet my graver 
| 5 1 ader, 
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Reader, when he conſiders the Time of Night, 
the Summons from her Bed, and the Situation in 
which the found her Maſter, will highly juſtify 
and applaud her Conduct; unleſs the Prudence, 
which muſt be ſuppoſed to attend Maidens at that 
Period of Life at which Mrs. Debsrah had arrived, 
ſhould a little leſſen his Admiration. 

When Mrs, Deborah returned into the Room, 
and was acquainted by her Maſter with the find- 
ing the little Infant, her Conſternation was rather 
greater than his had been ; nor could ſhe refrain 
from crying out, with great Horror of Accent as 
well as Look, My good Sir! what's to be done?“ 
Mr. MAtkvorthy anſwered, She muſt take Care of 
the Child that Evening, and in the Morning he 
would give Orders to provide it a Nurſe, * Yes, 
« dir,” ſays ſhe, © and I hope your Worſhip will 


Mother (for ſhe muſt be one of the Neighbour- 
hood) and I ſhould be glad to ſee her commit 
ted to Bridetbell, and whipt at the Cart's Tail. 

Indeed, ſuch wicked Sluts cannot be too ſeverely 
puniſhed. Fl] warrant it is not her firſt, by her 
Impudence in laying it to your Worſhip.* In 
laying it tome! Deborah,” anſwered Murr, 


poſe ſhe hath only taken this ne to provide 
for her Child; and truly | am glad the hath not 
done worje.“ I don't know what 1s worſe, 
cries Deborah, than for fuch wicked Strumpets 


—— 4.4. 4 


© to lay their Sins at honeſt Mens Doors; and 


though your Worſhip knows your own Inno- 
© cence, yet the World is cenſorious; and it hath 


Father of Children he never begot ; and if your 


a „ 


make 


ſend out your Warrant to take up the Huſſy its 


I can't think ſhe hath any ſuch Neſign, I ſup- 


been many an honeſt Man's Hap to paſs for the 


W orſhip Mould provide lor the Child, it may 
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make the People the apter to believe: Beſides, 
why ſhould your Worſhip provide for what the 
Pa. ch is obliged to maintain? For my own 
Part, if it was an honeſt Man's Child indeed ; 


£ 

C 

o 

* 

„but for my own Part, it goes againſt me to 
touch theſe miſbegotten Wretches, whom [ 
& 
8 
6 
s 


don't look upon as my Fellow-Creatures. Faugh, 

how it ſtinks ! It doth not ſmelllike a Chriſtian. 
If I might be ſo bold as to give my Advice, 1 
would have it put in a Baſket, and ſent out and... 

laid at the Church-Warden's Door. It is a 

good Night, only a little rainy and windy ; and 
if it was well wrapt up, and put in a warm 

Baſket, it is two to one but it lives, till it is 
found in the Morning. But if it ſhould not, 
we have diſcharged out Duty in taking proper 

Care of it; and it is perhaps better for ſuch. 
Creatures to die in a State of Innocence, than 

to grow up and imitate their Mothers; for no- 
thing better can be expected of them.“ 

There were ſome Strokes in this Speech which, 
perhaps, would have offended Mr, Alſworthy, had 
he ſtrictly attended to it; but he had now got one 
of bis Fingers into the Infant's Hand, which, by. 
its gentle Preſſure, ſeeming to implore his Alhft⸗- 
ance, had certainly out. pleaded the Eloquence of 
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Mrs. Deborah, had it been ten Times greater than a 


it was. He now gave Mrs. Debarah poſitive Or- 
ders to take the Child to her own # ed, and to - 
call up a Maid- ſervant to provide it Pap, and o- 
ther Things again it waxed, He likewiſe order- 
cd that proper Cloaths ſhould be procured for eit 
early in the Morning, and that it ſnould be brought 
to himſelf as ſoon as he was ſtirring. 

Such was the Diſcernment of Mrs. Viltins, 


and ſuch the Reſpect ſhe bore her Maſter, under 
B 6 c whom 
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whom ſhe enjoyed :a moſt excellent Place, that 
her Scruples gave Way to his peremptory Com- 
mands; and tne: took the Child under her Arms, 


without any apparent Diſguſt at the Illegality of 


its Birth'; and declaring it was a ſweet little In- 
fant; walked off with it "to her own Chamber, 
Allworthy here b<took himſelf to thoſe pleaſing 


Slumbers which a Heart that hungers after Gooll⸗ 


neſs, is apt to enjoy when thoroughly ſatis fied: 
As the e are poſſibly ſweeter than what are occa- 
ſioned by any other hearty Meal, I ſhould take 
more Pains to diſplay them to the Reader, if I 
knew any Air to recommend him to for the pro- 
curing ſuch an Appetite. 


* 


© H AP. IV: 
7 he Reader's Neck br ought into Danger by a . 


ſcription; His Eſcape, and the great. Coudleſcen- 


15 of Miß Bridget Allworthy. 
HE Gallic Stile of Building could produce 


nothing nobler than Mr. Aliworthy s Houle, 


There was an Air of Grandeur in it, that truck 
you with Awe, and rivall'd the Beauties of the 
beſt Grecian Architecture; and it was as commo— 
dious within, as venerable without, 

It ſtood on the South-eaſt Side of a Hill, but 
nearer the Bottom than the Top of it, fo as to 
be ſheltered from the North-eaſt by a Grove of 
old Oaks, which roſe above it in a gradual Aſcent 
of near half a Mile, and yet high enough to en- 
joy a moſt charming Pro! pect of the Valley be- 
neath. 

In the midſt of the Grove was a fine Lawn, 
floping down towards the Honſe, near the Sum- 

mic 
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mit of which roſe a plentiful Spring, guſhing out 


of a Rock covered with Firs, and forming a con- 


ſtant Caſcade of about thirty Foot, not cairied 
down a regular Flight of Steps, but tumbling in 
a natural Fall over the broken and molly Stones, 
till it came to the Bottom of the Rock; then 
running off in a pebbly Channel, that with man 
leſſer Falls winded along, till it fell into a Lal 
at the Foot of a Hill, about a Quarter of a 
Mile below the tou on the South-ſide, and 
which was ſeen from every Room in the Front. 
Out of this Lake, which filled the Center of a 
beautiful Plain, embelliſhed with Groupes of 
Beeches and Elms, and fed with Sheep, iſſued a 
River, that, for ſeveral Miles, was ſeen to me- 
ander through an amazing Variety of Meadows 
and Woods, till it emptied itſelf into the Sea; 
with a large Arm of which, and an Iſland beyond 
it, the Proſpect was cloſed. 

On the Right of this Valley opened another of 
Jeſs Extent, adorned with ſeveral Villages, and 
terminatcd by one of the Towers of an old ruined 
Abbey, grown over with Ivy, and Part of the 
Front, which remained ſtill entire. 

The Left-Hand Scene preſented the View of a 
fine, Paik, compoſed of very unequal Ground, 
and agreeably varied with all the Diverſity that 
Hills, Lawns, Wood, and Water, laid out with 
admirable Faſte, but owing leſs to Art than to 
Nature, could give. Beyond this the Countr 
gradually roſe into a Ridge of wild-Mbuntains, 
the T ops of which were above,the Clouds. 

It was now the Middle of ay, and the Morn- 
ing was remarkably ſerene, when Mr. Allw:rthy 
walked forth on the Terrace, where the Dawn 
opencd every Minute that lovely Proſpect we have 

before 


Being replete with Benevolence, meditating in 
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before deſcribed to his Eye. And now having 
ſent forth Streams of Light, which aſcended the 7 


blue Firmament before him, as Harbingers pre- b 
ceding his Pomp, in the full Blaze of his Majeſty 4 
up roſe the Sun; than which one Object alone in ; 
this lower Creation could be more glorious, and 4 


that Mr. Alkwrthy himſelf preſented; a human 


what Manner he might render himſelf moſt ac- 
ceptable to his Creator, by doing molt Good to 
his Creatures. 9 
Reader, take Care, I have unadviſedly led thee 4 
to the Top of as high a Hill as Mr. J!worthy's, [ 
and how to get thee down without breaking thy 1 
Neck, I do not well know. However, let us 
e'en venture to ſlide down together; for Miſs. 
Bridget rings her Bell, and Mr. Alhoo: thy is ſum- 


moned to Breakfaſt, der I muſt attend, and, if ; 
you pleaſe, ſhal! be glad of your Company. ' 
The uſual Comp liments having paſted between / 


Mr. Allkworthy _ Miſs Bridget, and the Tea 
being poured out, he ſummoned Mrs. Wilkins, L 
and told his Siſter he had a Preſent for her; for 5 


which ſhe thanked him, imagining, I ſuppoſe, it 5 
had been a Gown, or ſome Ornament for her. 7 
Perſon. Indeed, he very often made her ſuch f 
Preſents; and ſhe. in Complacence to hi m, ſpent - : 
much Time in adorning herſelf. I fay, in Com- 4 


placence to him, becauſe ſhe always expreſt the 
greateſt Contempt for Dreſs, and for thoſe Ladics 
who made it their Study, | 
But if ſuch was her Expectation, how was ſhe 
diſappointed, when Mrs. Wiltins, according to 
the Order ſhe had received from her Maſter, pro- 
duced the little Infant! Great Surprizes, as hath. 


been obſerved, are opt to be ſilent; and ſo was | 
Miſs: | 


chr ec FOUNDLING 15. 


Miſs Bridget, *till her Brother began, and told her 
I the whole Story, which, as the Reader knows it 


5 already, we ſhall not repeat. 

2 Miſs Bridget had always expreſt ſo great a Re- 
gad for what the Ladies are pleaſed to call Vir- 
5 tue, and had herſelf maintained ſuch a Severity | 


of Character, that it was expected, eſpecially by 

I/Vilkins, that ſhe would have vented much Bit- | 

terneſs on this Occaſion, and would have voted j 
for ſending the Child, as a Kind of noxious Ani- 
A mal, immediately out of the Houſe ; but, on the 
4 contrary, ſhe rather took the good-natured Side 
' of the Queſtion, intimated ſome Compaſſion for 
4 the helpleſs little Creature, and commended her 
Brother's Charity in what he had done. 

Perhaps the Reader may account for this Beha- 
viour from her Condeſcenſion to Mr, Aliworthy, 


£ when we have informed him, that the good Man 
/ had ended his Narrative with owning a Reſolu- 
4 tion to take care of the Child, and to breed him 


up as his own; for, to acknowledge the Truth, 
ſhe was always ready to oblige her Brother, and 
1 very ſeldom, if ever, contradicted his Sentiments; 
ſhe would indeed ſometimes make a few Obſer- 
vations, as, that Men were headſtrong and muſt 
have their own Way, and would wiſh ſhe had 
been bleſt with an independent Fortune; but theſe 
were always vented in a low Voice, and at the 
moit amounted only to what is called Mutter- 
ing. 

8 what ſhe with-held from the Infant, 
ſhe beſtowed with the utmoit Profuſeneſs on the 
poor unknown Mother, whom the called an im- 
pudent Slut, a wanton Huſſy, an audacious Har- 
lot, a wicked Jade, a vile Strumpet, with every 

| other Appellation with which the Tongue of Vir- 
| tue 
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on the Sex. 


A Conſultation was now entered into, how to. 


proceed in order to diſcover the Mother. A 
gcrutiny was firſt made into the Characters of the 
female Servants of the Houſe, who wete all ac- 
quiited by Mrs, /711s, and with apparent Me- 
rit; for {he had collected them herſelf; and per- 


haps it would be diincult to find ſuch another Set 


of Scarecrow. 

The next Step was to examine among the In- 
habitants of the Pariſh; and this was referred to 
Mrs. //#:ns, who was to enquire with all ima- 
ginable Diligence, and to make her Report in the 
Afternoon. 


Matters being thus ſettled, Mr. Alkvorthy with 
drew to his Study, as was his Cuſtom, * left 


the Child to his Siſter, who, at his Deſire, had. 


undertaken the Care of it. 


CHAT VT. 


Containing a feiv common Matters, with a very 


UNCOMMNGN Obe, ation : upon them, 


HEN her Maſter was departed, Mrs. 


Deborah ſtood ſilent, expecting her Cue 
from Miſs Bridget; for as to what had paſſed before 


her Maſter, the prudent Houſekeeper by no means 


relied upon it, as fhe had often known the Senti— 


ments of tie Lady, in her Brother's Abſence, to. 


differ greatly from thoſe which ſac m expreſſed 
in his Preſence. his Srichet did not, however, 
ſuffer her to continue long in this dan u! Situa- 
tion; for having looked ſome Lime caneitly at 


the Child, as it lay aſleep in the Lep of Mrs. De— 
boran, 


Book I. 
tue never fails to laſh thoſe who bring a Diſgrace- 
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brah, the good J. ady could not forbear giving it 
a hearty Kits, at the ſame Time declaring herſelf 
wonderfully leaſh with its Beauty and Inno- 
cence, Mrs, Deborah no wont wbſetved this, 
than ſhe fell to ſqueezing and kifling; With as great 
Raptures as ſometimes 1nipire the ſage ame of 
forty and five towards a youthful and vigorous 
Bridegroom, crying out in a ſhrill Voice, O the 
dear little Creature, the dear, ſweet, pretty 


Creature! Well, I vow, it is as fine a Boy as 


ever was ſeen ! 

"Theſe Exclamations continued, till they were 
interrupicd by the Lady, who now proceeded to 
execute the Commiſſion given her by her Brother, 
and gave Grders for providing all Neceſſaries for 
the Child, appointing a very good Room in the 
Houſe for his Nurſery, Her Orders were indeed 
ſo liberal, that, had it been a Child of her own, 
ſhe could not have exceeded them : But, leſt the 
virtuous Reader may condemn her for ſhewing 
too great Regard to a baſe-born Infant, to which 
all Charity is condemned by Law as irreligious, 
we think proper to oblerve, that ſhe concluded 
tbe Whole with ſaying, Since it was her Bro- 
© ther's Whim to adopt the little Brat, ſhe ſup— 
« poſed little Maſter muſt be treated with great 
6. Tenderneſs : For her Part, ſhe could not "help 
thinking it was an Encouragement to Vice; 
© but that ſhe knew too much of the Obſtinacy 
« of Mankind to oppoſe any of their r.diculous 
< Humours.' 

With Reflections of this Nature ſhe uſually, 
as has been hinted, accompanied every Act of 
Compliance with her Brother's Inclinations ; and 


turely nothing could more contribute to heighten 


the Merit of this Compliance, than a Declaration 
that 


— — — 1 


18 The His TOR Y of Book I, 
that ſhe knew, at the ſame Time, the Folly and 


Unreaſonableneſs of thoſe Inclinations to which 


ſhe ſubmitted, Tacit Obedience implies no Force 
upon the Will, and, confequently, may be calily, 


and without any Pains, preſerved ; but when a 


Wife, a Child, a Relation, ora F ciend, perform 
what we deſire, with Grumbling and Rel: ace, 
with Ezxvrefions of Dillike and Diffatisfaction, 
the maniteſt Difficulty which they undergo, muit 
greatly enhance the Ob] gation, 


As this is one of thoſe deep Obſervations which 


very few Readers can be "ſuppoſed capable of 
making themſelves, I have thought proper to 
lend them my Afliſtance ; but this is a Favour 
rarely to be expected in the Courſe of my Work, 
Indeed, I ſhall ſeldom or never ſo induige him, 


unleſs in ſuch Inftances as this, where nothing 


but the Inſpiration with which we Writers are 
Ka. can poſſibly enable any one to make the 
iſcovery. 


CHAP VE 


Mrs. Deborah is introduced into the Pariſh, with 


a Simile. A ſhort Acccunt of Jenny Jones, 


with the Difficulties and Diſcruragements which - 


may attend young Women in the Purſuit of 
Learning. 


RS. Deborab, having difpoſed of the Child 


according ta the Will of her Maſter, now 
prepared to viſit thoſe Habitations which were 
ſuppoſed to conceal its Mother. 
Not otherwiſe than when a Kite, tremendous 
Bird, is beheld by the feathered Generation ſoar- 
ing aloft, and hovering over their Heads; the amo- 
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rous Dove, and every innocent little Bird, ſpread 
wide the Alarm, and fly trembling to their Hid- 
ing- places. He proudly beats the Air, conſci- 
ous of his Dignity, and meditates intended Miſ- 
chief. | 
S800 when the Approach of Mrs. Deborah was 
proclaimed through the Street, all the Inhabitants 
ran trembling into their Houſes, each Matron 
dreading left the Vilit ſhould fall to her Lot. She 
with ſtately Steps proudly advances over the Field, 
aloft ſhe bears her tow'ring Head, filled with 
Conceir of her own Pre-eminence, and Schemes 
to effect ner intended Diſcovery, 

The ſagacious Reader will not, from this Si- 
mile, imagine theſe poor People had any Appre- 
henſion of the Deſign with which Mrs, Willins 
was now coming towards them; but as the great 
Beauty of the Simile may poſſibly ſleep theſe hun- 
dred Years, till ſome future Commentator ſhall 
take this Work in Hand, I think proper to lend 
the Reader a little Aſſiſtance in this Place. 

It is my Intention therefore to ſignify, that, as 
it is the Nature of a Kite to devour little Birds, 
ſo is it the Nature of ſuch Perſons as Mrs. Wil- 
Lins, to inſult and tyrannize over little People: 
this being indeed the Means which they uſe to 
recompenſe to themſelves their extreme Servility 
and Condeſcenſion to their Superiors; for no- 
thing can be more reaſonable, than that Slaves 
and Flatterers ſhould exact the ſame Taxes. on all 
below them, which they themſelves pay to all 
above them, e 

Whenever Mrs. Deborah had Occaſion to 
exert any extraordinary Condeſcenſion to Mrs. 

Bridget, and by that Means had a little ſowered 
her natural Diſpoſition, it was uſual with her to 
walk 
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walk forth among theſe People, in order to reſine 


her Temper, by venting g, and, as it were, purging 
off all ill Humours; on which Account, the was 
by no Means a welcome Viſitant: To-ſay the 
Truth, ſhe was univerſally hated and dreaded by 
them all, 

On her Arrival in this Place, ſhe went imme- 
diately to the Habitation of an elderly Matron, 
to whom, as this Matron had the good Fortune 
to reſemble herſelf in the Comelineſs of her Per- 
ſon, as well as in her Age, the had generally been: 
more favourable than to any of the reſt. Jo this 
Women ſhe imparted what had happened, and 
the Deſign upon which the was come thither 
that Morning. J heſe two began preſently to ſcru- 
tinize the Char: ters of the ſeveral young Girls, 
who lived in any of thoſe Houſes, and at laſt fix- 
ed their ftron: "ft Suipicion on one Ferry Jones, 
who they both N was the likelieit Perioa to 
have committed this Fact. | 

This. r Jones was no very comely Girl, 
either in her Face or Perſon; but Nature had 
ſomewhat com penſated the Want of Beauty with 
what is generally more eſteemed by thoſe Ladies, 
whoſe Juigment is arrived at Years of perfect 
Maturity ; tor ſhe had given her a very uncom- 


mon Share of Underſtanding. This Gift Fenny 


had a goo deal improved by Erudition, She had 
lived feveral Years a Servant with a Sc choolmaſter, 
who diſcovering a great Quickneſs of Parts in the 
Girl, and an extraordinary Deſire of learning, (for 
every leiſure Hour ſhe was always found read- 
ing in the Books of the Scholars) had the Good- 
nature, or Folly, which the Reader pleaſes to call 
it, to. inſtruct her ſo far, that ſhe obtained a very 
competent Skill i in the Latin Language, and was, 


perhaps, 
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perhaps, as good a Scholar as moſt of the young 
Men of Quality of the Age. This Advantage, 
however, like moſt others of an extraordinary 
Kind, was attended with ſome {mail Inconve- 
niencies: For as it is not to be wondered at, that 
a young Woman ſo wel! accompliſhed ſhould have 
litcle Reliſh for the Society of thoſe whom For- 
tune had made her Equals, but whom Education 


had rendered fo much her Inferiors ; fo it is Mat- 


ter of no greater Aſloniſhment, that this Superio- 
rity in Fon: „, together with that Behaviour which 


is its certain Conſequence, ſhould produce amon 


the others ſome little Envy and II-will towards 
her; and theſe had, perhaps, ſecretly burnt in the 
Boſoms of her Neighbours, ever ſince her Return 
from her Service. 

Their Envy did not, however, diſplay itſelf 
openly, till poor Jenny, to the Surprize of every 
Body, and to the Vexation of all the young Wo— 
men in theſe Parts, had publicly ſhone forth on 


a Sunday in a new Siik Gown, with a laccd Cap, 


and other proper Appendages to theſe, 

The Flame, which bad before lain in Embryo, 
now burſt forth. Fenny had, by her Learning, 
increaſed her own Pride, which none of her 
Neighbours were kind enough to feed with the 
Honour ſhe ſeemed to demand; and now, inſtead 
of Reſpect and Adoration, ſhe painel nothing 
but Hatred and Abuſe h/ der F Dipery. The whole 
Pariſh declared ſhe co uld not come — by 


ſjuch Things; and Parents, inſtead of Ming 


their Dau! ers the fame, felicitated het mſelves 
that their Children had them not. 

Hence perhaps it was, that the good Woman 
firſt mentioned the Name of this poor Girl to 
Mrs. JFilkins; but there was anos Circum- 

ſtance 
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ſtance that confirmed the latter in her Suſpicion : 
For Jenny had lately been often at Mr. Alkorthy's 
Houle. She had officiated as Nurſe to Miſs 
Bridget, in a violent Fit of Iineſs, and had fat 
up many Nights with that Lady; beſides which, 
ſhe had been ſeen there the very Day before Mr. 
Allwerthy's Return, by Mts. /7i/tins herſelf, tho' 
that ſagacious Perſon had not at firſt conceived 
any Suſpicion of her on that Account : For, as 
ſhe herſelf ſaid, * She had always eſtcemed Fer- 
© xy as a very ſober Girl, (tho' indeed ſhe knew 
very little of her) and had rather ſuſpected ſome 
of thoſe wanton Trollops, who gave themſelves 
Airs, becauſe, ſorſooth, they thought themſelves 
handſome,” 4 

enny was now ſummoned to appear in Perſon 
before Mrs. Deborah, which ſhe immediately did; 
when Mrs. Deborah, putting on the Gravity of 
a Judge, with ſomewhat more than his Auſterity, 
began an Oration with the Words © You auda- 
cious Strumpet,* in which ſhe proceeded rather 


A 


to paſs Sentence on the Priſoner than to accuſe 


her. | f 
Tho' Mrs. Deborah was fully ſatisfied of the 


Guilt of Jenny, from the Reaſons above ſhewn, 


it is poſſible Mr. Allicorthy might have required 


ſome ſtronger Evidence to have convicted her; 
but ſhe ſaved her Accuſers any ſuch Trouble, by 
freely confeſſing the whole act with which ſhe 
was charged. 

This Confeſſion, tho? delivered rather in Terms 
of Contrition, as it appeared, did not at all mo]- 
lify Mrs. Deborah, who now pronounced a ſecond 
Judgment againſt her in more opprobrious Lan- 
guage than before: Nor had it any better Succeſs 


with the Bye-ſtanders, -who were now grown 
very 
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very numerous. Many of them cried out, They 
thought what Madam's Silk Gown would end 
in;' others ſpoke ſarcaſtically of her Learning. 
Not a ſingle Female was preſent, but found ſome 


Means of expreſſing her Abhorrence of poor 


Jeniy, who bore all very patiently, except the 
Malice of one Woman, who reflected upon her 
Perſon, and, toſſing up her Noſe, ſaid, The 
« Man muſt have a good Stomach, who would 

give Silk Gowns for ſuch Sort of Trumpery.' 
7Jeny replied to this, with a Bitterneſs which 
might bave ſurprized a judicious Perſon, who had 
obſerved the Tranquillity with which ſhe bore all 
the Affronts to her Chaſtity : But her Paticnce 
was, perhaps, ti ired out; for this is a Virtue which 
is very apt to be fatigued by Exerciſe. 

Mrs. Deborab having ſucceeded beyond her 
Hopes in her Inquiry, returned with much Fri— 


umph, and, at the appointed Hour, made a faith- 


ful Report to Mr. Allwerthy, who was much ſure 
prized at the Relation ; for he had heard of the 
extraordinary Parts and Improvements of this 
Girl, whom he intended to have given in Mar- 
riage, together with a ſmall Living, to a neigh- 
bouring Curate. His Concern therefore, on this 
Occaſion, was at leaſt equal to the Satisfaction 
which appeared in Mrs. Deborah, and to many 
Readers may ſcem much more reaſonable. 

Mrs. Bridget bleſſed herſelf, and ſaid, © For 
cher Part, ſhe ſhould never hereafter entertain 
Da good Opinion of any Woman.“ For enny 
before this had the Happineſs of being much in 
her good Graces, 

The prudent Houſekeeper was again diſpatched 
to bring the unhappy Culprit before Mr. Allwor- 
{by, in order, not, as it was hoped by ſome, and 

expected 
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expected by all, to be ſent to the Houſe of Cor- 
rection; but to receive wholeſome Admonition 
and Reproof, which thoſe who reliſh that Kind 
of inſtructive Writing, may peruſe in the next 
Chapter. 


CHA F., 


Containing ſuch grave Matter, that the Reader 
cannot laugh once through the whale Chapter, un- 


5 peradventur e he ſhould laugh at the Author. 


HEN Jenny appeared, Mr. Alhwvorthy 
took her into his Study, and ſpoke to her 
as follows : 


© You know, Child, it is in my Power, as a 


Magiſtrate, to puniſh you very rigoroully, for 
what you have done; and you will, perhaps, 
be the more apt to fear I ſhould execute that 
Power, becauſe you have, in a manner, Jaid 
pur Sins at my Door. 

But perhaps this is one Reaſon which hath 
determined me to act in a milder Manner with 
you: For, as no private Reſentment ſhould 
ever influence a Magiſtrate, 1 will be ſo far 
from conſidering your having depoſited the In- 
fant in my Houſe as an Aggravation of your 
Otteice, that I will ſuppoſe, in your Favour, 
this to have proceeded from a natural Affection 
to your Child; ſince you might have ſome 
Hopes to ſee it thus better provided for, than 
was in the Power of yourſelf, or its wicked Fa- 
ther, to provide for it. I ſhould indeed have 
been highly oifended with you, had you expoſed 
the little Wretch in the Manner of ſome inhu- 
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doned their Humanity, than to have parted with 
their Chaſtity. It is the other Part of your 
Offence, therefore, upon which I intend to ad- 
monith you, I mean the Violation of your Cha- 
ſtity; a Crime, however lightly it may be 


treated by debauched Perſons, very heinous in 


itſelf, and very dreadful in its Conſequences. 
Ihe heinous Nature of this Offence mult be 
ſufficiently apparent to every Chriſtian, inaſ- 
much as it is committed in Defiance of the 
Laws of our Religion, and of the expreſs Com- 
mands of him who founded that Religion. 

* And here its Conſequences may well be ar- 
gued to be dreadful; for what can be more ſo, 
than to incur the Divine Diſpleaſure, by the 
Breach of the Divine Commands ; and that in 
an Inſtance, againſt which the higheſt Ven- 
88 is ſpecifically denounced? 

* But theſe Things, tho' too little, Jam afraid, 
regarded, are ſo plain, that Mank ind, however 
they may want to be reminded, can never need 
In formation on this Head. A Hint, therefore, 
to awaken your Senſe of this Matter, {hall ſut- 
tice; for I would inſpire you with Repentance, 
and not drive you to Deſperation. 

I here are other Conſequences, not indeed ſa 
dreadful, or replete with Horror, as this; and 
et fuck as, if attentively confidered, muſt, one 
would think, deter all, of your Sex at leaſt, 
from the Commiſſion of this Crime. 


For by it you are rendered infamous, and 


driven, like Lepers of old, out of Society; at 
leaſt from the Society of all but wicked and re- 


probate Perſons; for no others will aflociate 
with you. 
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If you have Fortunes, you are hereby ren- 


dered incapable of enjoying them ; if you have 


none, you are diſabled from acquiring any, nay 
almoſt of procuring your Suflenance : for no 
Perſons of Character will receive you into their 
Houſes, Thus you are often driven by Neceſ- 
ſity itſelf into a State of Shame and Miſery, 


which unavoidably ends in the Deſtruction of 


both Body and Soul. 

Can any Pleaſure compenſate theſe Evils ? 
Can any Temptation have Sophiſtry and Delu- 
ſion ſtrong enough to perſuade you to lo ſimple 
a Bargain? Or can any carnal Appetite ſo over- 
power your Reaſon, or ſo totally lay it aſleep, 
as to prevent your flying with Affrigbt and 'Ter- 
ror from a Crime which carries ſuch Puniſh- 
ment always with it? 

© How baſe and mean muſt that Woman be, 
how void of that Dignity of Mind, and decent 
Pride, without which we are not worthy the 
Name of human Creatures, who can bear to 
level herſelf with the loweſt Animal, and to 
ſacrifice all that is great and noble in her, all 
her Heavenly Part, to an Appetite which ſhe 
hath in common with the vileit Branch of the 
Creation! For no Woman, ſure, will plæad the 
Paſſion of Love for an Excuſe, This would 
be to own herſelf the meer Tool and Bubble of 
the Man. Love, however barbarouſly we may 
corrupt and pervert its Meaning, as it is a laud— 
able, is a rational Paſſion, and can never be 


violent, but when reciprocal ; for though the 


Scripture bids us love our Enemies, it means 
noc with that fervent Love, which we naturall 
bear towards our Friends ; much leſs that we 


{ſhould ſacrifice to them our Lives, and what 
| © ought 
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ought to be dearer to us, our Innocence, Now 
in what Light, but in that of an Enemy, can a 
reaſonable Woman regard the Man, who ſoli- 
cits her to entail on herſelf, all the Miſery I 
have above deſcribed, and who would — 
to himſelf a ſhort, en contemptible Plea- 
ſure, ſo greatly at her Expence ! For, by the 
Laws of Cuſtom, the whole Shame, with all 
its dreadful Conſequences, falls entirely upon 
her. Can Love, which always freks the Good 
of its Object, attempt to betray a Woman into 
a Bargain where ſhe is fo greatly to be the 
Loſer? If ſuch Corrupter, therefore, ſhould 
have the Impudence to pretend a real Affection 
for her, ought not the Woman to regard him, 
not only as an Enemy, but as the worſt of all 
Enemies; a falſe, deſigning, treachcrous, pre- 
tended Friend, who intends not only to debauch 
her Body, but her Underſtanding at the ſame: 
Time:?“ 


Here Jenny expreſſing great Concern, A.lwor- 


thy pauſcd a Moment, and then proceeded *.1 


nave falked thus to you, Child, not to inſult 
you for what is paſt, and irrcvucable, but to 
caution and ſtrengthen you for the future. Nor 
ſhould I have taken this Trouble, but from 
ſome Opinion of your good Senſe, notwith- 
ſtanding the dreadful Slip you have made; and 
from ſome Hopes of your hearty Repentance, 
which are founded on the Opennels and Sin- 
cerity of your Confeſſion, If thee do not de- 
ceive me, I will take Care to convey you from 
this Scene of your Shame, where you ſhall, by 
being unknown, avoid the Puniſhment which, 
as I have ſaid, is allotted to your Crime in this 
World; and J hope, by Repeniance you will 
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avoid the much heavier Sentence denounced 
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againſt it in the other. Be a good Girl the reſt 
of your Days, and Want ſhall be no Motive to 
your going aſtray: And believe me, there is 
more Pleaſure, even in this World, in an in- 
nocent and virtuous Life, than in one debauched 


and vicious, 
As to your Child, let no Thoughts concern— 


ing it, moleſt you; I will provide for it in a 


better Manner than you can ever hope. And 


now nothing remains, but that you inform me 


who was the wicked Man that ſeduced you; 
for my Anger againſt him will be much greater 
than you have experienced on this Occaſion.” 

Jenny now firſt lifted her Eyes from the Ground, 


and with a modeſt Lock, and decent Voice, thus 


8 5 : 
To know you, Sir, and not love your Good- 
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neſs, would be an Argument of total Want of 
Senſe or Goodneſs in any one. In me it would 
amount to the higheſt Ingratitude, not to feel, 
in the moſt ſenſible Manner, the great Degree 


of Goodneſs you have been pleaſed to exert on 


this Occ f ſion. As to my Concern for what is 
paſt, I know you will ſpare my Bluſhes the Re- 
petition, My frture Conduct will much better 
declare my Sentiment, than any Profeſſions I 
can now make, I beg Leave to aſſure you, 
Sir, that I take your Advice much kinder, than 
your generous Offer with which you concluded 
it. For, as you are pleaſed to lay, Sir, it is 


an Inſtance of your Opinion of my Under- 
© ſtanding'—Here her Tears flowing apace, ſhe 


ſtopped a ſew Moments, and then proceeded thus, 
Indeed, Sir, iour © indneſs overcomes me; but 
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I will endeavour to deſerve this good Opinion: 
for, 
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for, if I have the Underſtanding you are ſo 
kindly pleaſed to allow me, ſuch Advice can— 
not be thrown away upon me. I thank you, 
Sir, heartily, for your intended Kindnels to my 
poor helpleſs Child: He is innocent, and, I 
hope, will live to be grateful for all the Favours 
you ſhall ſhew him. But now, Sir, I mult 
on my Kne:s intreat you, not to perſiſt in aſk— 
ing me to declaie the Father of my Infant, 1 
promiſe you faithfully, you thall one Day know; 
but i am under the moſt ſolemn Ties and En- 
gagements of Honour, as well as the moſt re- 
ligious Vows and Proteltations, to conceal his 
Name at this Time. And I know you too well 
to think you would defire I ſhould ſacrifice ei- 
ther my Honour, or my Religion.“ 

Mr. A7uriby, whom the leaſt Mention of 
theſe ſacred Words was ſufficient to ſtagger, he- 
fitated a Moment before he replied, and then told 
her ſhe hal done wrong to enter into ſuch En- 
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gagements to a Villain; but fince ſhe had, he 


could not inſiſt on her breaking them, He ſaid, 
It was not from a Motive of vain Curiolity he 


had enquired, but in order to puniſh the Fellow; 


at leaſt, that he might not ignorantly confer Fa- 
vours on the Undeſerving. 
As to thoſe Points, Fenny ſatisfied him by the 


moſt ſolemn Aſſurances, that the Man was en- 


tirely out of his Reach, and was neither ſubject 
to his Power, nor in any Probability of becoming 
an Object of his Goodneſs. 

The Ingenuity of this Behaviour had gained 
Jenny ſo much Credit with this worthy Man, 
that he eaſily believed what ſhe told him: For as 
ſhe had diſdained to excuſe herſelf by. a Lie, and 


had hazarded his farther Diſpleaſure in her preſent 
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Situation, rather than ſhe would forfeit her Ho- 
nour, or Integrity, by betraying another, he had 
but little Apprehenfion that ſhe would be guilty 


of Falſhood towards himſelf. 
He therefore diſmiſled her with Aſſurances, 


that he would very ſoon remove her out of the 
Reach of that Obloquy ſhe had incurred, con- 


cluding with ſome additional Documents, in 


which he recommended Repentance, ſaying, 


© Conſider, Child, there is one {till to reconcile 
© yourſelf to, whoſe Favour is of much greater 
Importance to you than mine,” 


CHAP. VIII. 


A Dialogue between Meſdames Bridget, and De- 


borah ; containing more Amuſement, but 4% {nn 
ftruttion than the former. 


KF 7 HEN Mr. Allwerthy had retired to his 


Study with Jenny Jones, as hath been 
feen, Mrs. Bridget, with the good Houle- keeper, 
had betaken themſelves to a Poſt next adjoining 
to the ſaid Study, whence, through the Con- 
veyance of a Key-hole, they ſucked in at their 
Ears the inſtructive Lecture delivered by Mr, 
Alfwertby, together with the Anſwers of Feny, 
and indeed every other Particular which paſſed in 


the laſt Chapter. 


This Hole in her Brother's Study-Door was 
indeed as well known to Mrs. Bridget, and had 
been as frequently applied to by her, as the fa- 
mous Hole in the Wall was by Th:/be of old. 
This ſerved to many good Purpoſes. For by 
ſuch Means Mrs. Bridget became often acquaint— 
ed with her Brother's Inclinations, without give 
| ing 
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ing him the Trouble of repeating them to her. 
It is true, ſome Inconveniences attended this In- 
tercourſe, and ſhe had ſometimes Reaſon to cry 


out with Thiſbe, in Shateſpear, O wicked, 


wicked Wall For as Mr. Ailworthy was a 
Juſtice of Peace, certain Things occurred in Ex- 


aminations concerning Baſtards, and ſuch like, 


which are apt to give great Offence to the chaſte 
Ears of Virgins, eſpecially when they approach 
the Age of Forty, as was the Caſe of Mrs. 


Bridget. However, ſhe had, on ſuch Occaſions, 


the Advantage of concealing her Bluſhes from the 
Eyes of Men; and De non apparentibus, & nin 
ext/lentibus eadem oft ratio, In Engliſh: * When 
a Woman is not ſeen to bluſh, ſhe doth not 
« bluſh at all.“ 

Both the good Women kept ſtrict Silence 
during the whole Scene between Mr. A/avorthy 
and the Gl; but as ſoon as it was ended, and 
that Gentleman was out of hearing, Mrs. Debrah 
could not help exclaiming againſt the Clemency 
of her Maſter, and eſpecially againſt his ſuffering; 
her to conceal the Father of the Child, waich 
ſhe ſwore ſhe would have out of her before the 
Sun ſet. 

At theſe Words Mrs. Bridget diſcompoſed her 
Features with a Smile ; (a Thing very unuſual to 
her.) Not that I would have my Reader ima- 
gine, that this was one of thoſe wanton Smiles, 
which Hemer would have you conceive came 
from Jenus, when he calls her the Laughter-loving 
Goddeſs ; nor was it one of thoſe Smiles, which 
Lady Seraphina ſhoots from the Stage-Box, and 
which /enus would quit her [Immortality to be able 
to equal. No, this was rather one of thoſe Smiles, 


which might be ſuppoſed to have come from the 
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dimpled Cheeks of the auguſt Ty/phone, or from 
one of the Miſſes her Siſters, 

With ſuch a Smile then, and with a Voice, 
ſweet as the Evening-Breeze of Boreas in the 
pleaſant Month of Nevember, Mrs. Bridget gently 
reproved the Curioſity of Mrs, Deborah; a Vice 
with which it ſeems the latter was too much 
tainted, and which the former inveighed againſt 
with great Bi terneſs, adding, © that among all 
© her Faults, ſhe thanked Heaven, her Enemies 
could not accuſe her of prying into the Affairs 
of other People.” 

She then proceeded to commend the Honour 
and Spirit with which Jenny had ated. She ſaid, 
{he could not help agreeing with her Brother, 


that there was ſome Merit in the Sincerity of her 


Confeſſion, and in her Integrity to her Lover : 
That ſhe had always thought her a very good 
Girl, and doubted not but ſhe had been ſeduced 
by ſome Raſcal, who had been infinitely more to 
blame than herſelf, and very probably had pre- 
vailed with her by a Promiſe of Marriage, or 
ſome other treacherous Proceeding. 

This Behaviour of Mrs. Bridget greatly ſur- 
prized Mrs, Deborab; for this well-bred Woman 
teldom opened her Lips either to her Maſter or 
his Siſter, *till ſhe had firſt ſounded their Inclina- 


tions, with which her Sentiments were always 


ſtrictly conſonant. Here, however, ſhe thought 
ſhe might have launched forth with Safety ; and 
the ſacacious Reader will not perhaps accuſe her 
of want of ſufficient Forecaſt in ſo doing, but 
will rather admire with what wonderful Celerity 
ſhe tacked about, when ſhe found herſelf ſteering 
a wrong Courſe, 


© Nay, 
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* Nay, Madam,” ſaid this able Woman, and 
ruly great Politician, I muſt own I cannot help 
admiring the Girl's Spirit, as well as your 
Ladyſhip. And as your Ladyſhip ſays, if ſhe 
was deceived by fome wicked Man, the poor 
Wretch is to be pitied. And to be ſure, as 
your Ladyſhip ſays, the Girl hath always ap- 
peared like a good, honeſt, plain Girl, and not 
vain of her Face, forſooth, as ſome wanton. 
Hufleys in the Neighbourhood are.” 
< You. ſay true, Deborah,” ſaid Mrs. Bridget, 
if the Girl had been one of thoſe vain Trollops, 
of which we have too many in the Pariſh, I 
ſhould have condemned my Brother for his 
Lenity towards her. I ſaw two Farmers Daugh- 
ters at Church, the other Day, with bare 
Necks, I proteſt they ſhock'd me, If Wenches 
will hang out Lures for Fellows, it is no mat- 
ter what they ſuffer. I deteſt ſuch Creatures; 
and it would be much better for them, that 
their Faces had been ſeamed with the Small- 
pox : but I muſt confeſs, I never ſaw any of 
this wanton Behaviour in poor Jenny; ſome 
artful Villain, I am convinced, hath betrayed, 
nay perhaps forced her; and I pity the poor 
Wretch with all my Heart.? 

Mrs. Deborah approved all theſe Sentiments, 
and the Dialogue concluded with a general and: 
bitter Invective againſt Beauty, and with many 
compaſſionate Conſiderations for all honeſt, plain: 
Girls, who are deluded by the wicked Arts of. 
deceitful. Men. 8 
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+1 CHAP. IX. 


Contaming Matters which will ſurprize the Reader. 


ENNY returned home well-pleaſed with the 
Reception ſhe had met with from Mr. All- 
worthy, whoſe Indulgence to her ſhe induſtriouſly 


made public; partly perhaps as a Sacrifice to her 


own Pride, and partly from the more prudent 
Motive of reconciling her Neighboyrs to her, 
and ſilencing their Clamours, 

But though this latter View, if ſhe indeed had 
it, 12ay appear reaſonable enough, yet the Event 
did not anſwer her ExpeQation; for when ſhe 
was convened before the Juſtice, and it was uni- 


verſally apprehended, that the Houſe of Correction 


would have been her Fate; tho' ſome of the 
young Women cry'd out, it was good enough 


for her, and diverted themſelves with the 


Thoughts of her beating Hemp in a Silk Gown ;. 


| A there were many others who began to pity 


er Condition : But when it was known in what 
manner Mr, Alkusrthy had behaved, the Tide 
turned againſt her. One ſaid, * I'll aſſure you, 
Madam hath had good Luck.“ A ſecond cry'd, 
© See what it is to be a Favourite.“ A third, 
Ay, this comes of her Learning.“ Every Per- 


ſon made ſome malicious Comment or other, on 


the Occaſion ; and reflected on the Partiality of 

the Juſtice. £1 | 
The Behaviour of theſe People may appear 
impolitic and ungrateful to the Reader, who con- 
ſiders the Power and the Benevolence of Mr. 
Ailworthy : But as to his Power, he never ufed 
it; and as to his Benevolence, he exerted ſo. 
| much, 
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much, that he had thereby diſobliged all his 
Neighbours: For it is a Secret well known to 
great Men, that by conferring an Obligation, 
they do not always procure a Friend, but are 


certain of creating many Enemies. 


Fienny was, however, by the Care and Crood- 
neſs of Mr. Al'wworthy, ſoon removed out of the 
Reach of Reproach; when Malice, being no 
longer able to vent its Rage on her, began to 
ſeek another Object of its Bitterneſs, and this was 
no leſs than Mr. A!twvorthy himſelf; for a Whiſ- 
per ſoon went abroad, that he himſelf was the Fa- 
ther of the foundling Child. | 

This Suppoſition ſo well reconciled his Con- 
duct to the general Opinion, that it met with 
univerſal] Aﬀent ; and the Outcry againſt his Le- 
nity ſoon began to take another Turn, and was 
changed into an Invective againſt his Cruelty to 
the poor Girl. Very grave and good Women 


exclaimed againſt Men who begot Children, and 


then diſowned them. Nor were there wanting 
ſome, who, after the Departure of Jenny, in- 
ſinuated, that ſhe was ſpirited away with a Deſign 
too black to be mentioned, and who gave fre- 
quent Hints, that a legal. Inquiry ought to be 
made into the whole Matter, and that ſome Peo- 
ple ſhould be forced to produce the Girl. 
Theſe Calumnies might have probably produced: 
11] Conſequences (at the leaſt might have occa- 
fioned ſome Trouble) to a Perſon of a more doubt- 
ful and ſuſpicious Character than Mr. Alhvorthy 
was bleſſed with; but in his Caſe they had no ſuch 
Effect; and, being heartily deſpiſed by him, they 
ſerved only to afford an innocent Amuſement to 
the good Goſſips of the Neighbourhood, 
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But as we cannot poff' ly divine what Com- 
plexion our Reader may bc of, and as it will be f 
ſome Pime before he will rear any more of Jen- ZE 


ny, we think proper to give him a very early In- 
timation, that Mr, Allan: thy was, and will here- 
after appear to be, abſolutely innocent of any 
criminal Intention whatever. He had indeed 
commiticd no other than an Error in Politics, by 5 
tempering Juſtice with Mercy, and by refuſing to 
gratify the good-natured Diſpoſition of the Mob *, 13 
with an Object for their Compaſſion to work on 
in the Perſon of poor Jenny, whom, in order 
to pity, they deſired to have ſeen ſacrificed to Ruin. Þ: 
and Infamy by a ſhameful Correction in Bride- F- 
well. „ 
So far from comply ing with this their Inclina- 
tion, by which all Hopes of Reformation would 
have been aboliſhed, and even the Gate ſhut 
againſt her, if her own Inclinations ſhould ever. 
hereafter lead her to chuſe the Road of Virtue, 
Mr. Alwerthy rather choſe to encourage the Girl 
to return thither by the only poſſible Means; for 
too true, I am afraid, it is, that many Women. 
have become abandoned, and have ſunk to the 
laſt Degree of Vice by being unable to retrieve. 
the firſt Slip. This will be, I am afraid, always 
the Caſe while they remain among their former 
Acquaintance; it was therefore wiſely done by 
Mr. Alltberthy, to remove Jenny to a Place where 
ſne might enjoy the Pleaſure of Reputation, after 
having taſted the ill Conſequences of loſing it. 

To this Place therefore, wherever it was, we 
will wiſh her a good Journey, and for the preſent. 


Whenever this Word occurs in our Writings, it intends Per- 
ſons without Virtue, or Senſe, in all Stations; and many of 
the higheſt Rank are often meant by it, | | 

take. 
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take Leave of her, and of the little Foundling her 
Child, having Matters of much higher Impor- 
tance to communicate to the Reader. 


CHAT IX 


The Hoſpitality of Allworthy ; with a ſhort Sketch 
of the Characters of tus Brothers, a Doclor, 


and a Captain, who were entertained by that 
Gentleman. | 


EITHER Mr. Allworthy's Houſe, nor 
his Heart, were ſhut againſt any Part of 
Mankind, but they were both more particularly 


open to Men of Merit. To ſay the Truth, this 
was the only Houſe in the Kingdom where you: 
Was ſure to gain a Dinner by deſerving it. 


Above all others, Men of Genius and Learn- 
ing ſhared the principal. Place in his Favour ; and, 
in theſe he had much Diſcernment : For though 
he had miſſed the Advantage of a learned Educa- 
tion, yet being bleſt with vaſt natural Abilities, 
he had ſo well profited by a vigorous, though late 
Application to Letters, and by much Converſa- 


tion with Men of Eminence in this Way, that. 
he was himſelf a very competent Judge in moſt 


Kinds of Literature, | : 

It is no wonder that in an Age when this 
Kind of Merit is ſo little in Faſhion, and ſo ſlen— 
derly provided for, Perſons poſſeſſed of. it ſhould 
very eagerly flock to a Place where they were 
ſure of being received with great Complaiſance 
indeed, where they. might enjoy almoſt the ſame 
Advantages of a liberal Fortune, as if they were 
entitled to it in their own Right; for Mr. Al- 
worthy was not one of thoſe generous Por 
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who are ready moſt bountifully to beſtow Meat, 
Drink, and Lodging on Men of Wit and Learn- 
ing, for which they expect no other Return but 
Entertainment, Inſtruction, Flattery, and Subſer- 
viency; in a Word, that ſuch Perſons ſhould be 
enrolied in the Number of Domeſtics, without 
wearing their Maſters Cloaths, or receiving 
Wages, | | 
On the contrary, every Perſon in this Houſe 
was perfect Maſter of his own Time: And as he 
might at his Pleaſure ſatisfy all his Appetites 
within the Reſtrictions only of Law, Virtue, and 
Religion ; ſo he might, if his Health required, 
or his Inclination prompted him to Temperance, 
or even to Abſtinence, abſent himſelf from any 
Meals, or retire from them whenever he was ſo 
diſpoſed, without even a Solicitation to the con- 
trary : For indeed, ſuch Solicitations from Supe- 
riors always favour very ſtrongly of Commands, 
But all here were free from ſuch Impertinence, 
not only thote, whoſe Company is in all other 
Places eſteemed a Favour from their Equality of 
Fortune, but even thoſe whoſe indigent Circum- 
ſtances make ſuch an eleemoſynary Abode con- 
venient to them, and who are therefore leſs wel- 
come to a great Man's Table, becduſe they ſtand 
in need of it. | 
Among others of this Kind was Dr. Blifl, a 
Gentleman who had the Misfortune of loſing the 
Advantage of great Talents by the Obſtinacy of 
a Father who would breed him to a Profeſſion 
he diſliked. In Obedience to this Obſtinacy, the 
Doctor had in his Youth been obliged to ſtudy 
Phyſick, or rather to ſay he ſtudied itz for in 
reality Books of this Kind were almoſt the only 
ones with which be was unacquainted ; and un- 
9 fortunately 
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fortunately for him, the Doctor was Maſter of 
almoſt every other Science but that by which he 


was to get his Bread; the Conſequence of which 


was, that the Doctor at the Age of Forty had no 
Bread to cat. | 
Such a Perſon as this was certain to find a 


Welcome at Mr. Allvorthy's Table, to whom 


Misfortunes were ever a Recommendation when 
they were derived from the Folly or Villainy of 
others, and not of the unfortunate Perſon him- 
ſelf. Beſides this negative Merit, the Doctor had 
one politive Recommendation. This was a great 


Appearance of Religion. Whether his Religion 


was real, or conſiſted only in Appearance, I ſhall 
not preſume to ſav, as I am not poſſeſſed of any 
Touch-ſtone, which can diſtinguiſh the true from 
the falſe. 

I this Part of his CharaQter pleaſed Mr. All- 


_ worthy, it delighted Miſs Bridget. She engaged 


him in many religious Controverſies ; on which 
Occaſions ſhe conſtantly expreſſed great Satisfac- 
tion in the Doctor's Knowledge, and not much 
leſs in the Compliments which he frequently be- 
{towed on her own. To ſay the Truth, ſhe had 
read much Engliſh Divinity, and had puzzled 
more than one of the neighbouring Curates. In- 
deed her. Converſation was ſo pure, her Looks fo 
ſage, and her whole Deportment fo grave and 


ſolemn, that ſhe ſeemed to deſerve the Name of 
Saint equally with her Name-ſake, or with any 


other Female in the Roman Kalendar. | 

As Sympathies of all Kinds are apt to beget 
Love, ſo Experience teaches us that none have a 
more direct Tendency this Way than thoſe of a 
religious Kind between Perſons of different Sexes, 


The Doctor found himſelf ſo agreeable to Miſs 


Bridget, | 
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Bridget, that he now began to lament an unfortu- 
nate Accident which had happened to him about 
ten Years before; namely, his Marriage with an- 
other Woman, who was not only {till alive, but 
what was worſe, known to be ſo by Mr. Alliworthy. 
This was a fatal Bar to that Happineſs which he 
otherwiſe ſaw ſufficient Probability of obtaining 
with this young Lady; for as to criminal Indul- 
gencies, he certainly never thought of them. This 
was owing either to his Religion, as is moſt pro- 
bable, or to the Purity of his Paſſion, which was 
fixed on thoſe Things, which Matrimony only, 


and not criminal Correſpondence, could put him 


in Poſſeſſion of, or could give him any Title to. 

He had not long ruminated on theſe Matters, 
before it occurred to his Memory that he had a 
Brother who was under no ſuch unhappy Incapa- 
city, This Brother he made no doubt wou'd 
fucceed ; for he diſcerned, as he thought, an In- 
clination to Marriage in the Lady; and the Rea» 
der perhaps, when he hears the Brother's Quali- 
fications, will not blame the Confidence which 
he entertained of his Succeſs. | 

This Gentleman was about 35 Years of Aze. 
He was of a middle Size, and what is called well 
built. He had a Scar on his Forehead, which did 


not ſo much injure his Beauty, as it denoted his 


Valour (for he was a half-pay Officer.) He had 
good Feeth, and ſomething affable, when he 
pleaſed, in his Smile ; though naturally his Coun- 
tenance, as well as his Air and Voice, had much 
of Roughneſs in it, yet he could at any Time 
depoſit this, and appear all Gentleneſs and good 
Humour. He was not ungenteel, nor entirely 
void of Wit, and in his Youth had abounded in 


Sprightlineſs, which, though he had lately put on 


4 


* 
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a more ſerious Character, he could, when he 
pleaſed, reſume. 

He had, as well as the Doctor, an Academic 
E for his Father had, with the ſame 
Paternal Authority we have mentioned before, 
decreed him for holy Orders; but as the old Gen- 
tleman died before he was ordained, he choſe 


the Church Militant, and preferred the King's 
Commiſſion to the Biſhop's. 


He had purchaſed the Poſt of Lieutenant of 
Dragoons, and afterwards came to be a Captain; 
but having quarrelled with his Colonel, was by 


his Intereſt obli ged to fell ; from which Thas he 


had entirely 1 himſelf, had betaken him- 
ſelf to ſtudying the Scriptures; and was not a lit- 
tle ſuſpected of an Inclination to Methodiſin. 

It ſeemed therefore not unlikely that ſuch a 
Perſon ſhould ſucceed with a Lady of fo Saint- 
like a Diſpoſition, and whoſe Inclinations were no 


otherwiſe engaged than to the married State in. 


general; but why the Doctor, who certainly had 


no great Friendſhip for his Brother, ſhould for 
his Sake think of making ſo ill a Return to the 
Hoſpitality of Allworthy, is a Matter not ſo eaſy 


to be accounted for. 
Is it that ſome Natures delight in Evil, as 
others are thought to delight in Virtue ? Or iS 


there a Pleaſure in being acceſſary to a Theft 


when we cannot commit it ourſelves? Or laſtly, 
(which Experience ſeems to make probable) have 
we a Satisfaction in aggrandizing our Families, 


even tho' we have not the leaſt Love or Reſpect 


for them ? 

Whether any of theſe Motives operated on the 
Doctor, we will not determine; but ſo the Fact 
was, He ſent for his Brother, and eaſily found 

| Means 
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Means to introduce him at Alliborthy's as a Per- 
fon who intended only a ſhort Viſit to himſelf. 

The Captain had not been in the _ * a 
Week, — the Doctor had Reaſon to felicitat 
himſelf on his Diſcernment. The Captain was 
indeed as great a Maſter of the Art of Love as 
Ovid was formerly, He had beſides received 
proper Hints from his Brother, which he failed 
not to improve to the beit Advantage. 


e 


Containing many Rules, and ſome Examples, con- 


cerning falling in Love: Deſeriptions of Beauty, 


and other more prudential Inducements to Ma- 
trimon . 


T hath been obſerved by wiſe Men or Wo— 

men, I forget which, that all Perſons are 
doomed to be i in Love once in their Lives, No 
particular Seaſon is, as I remember, aſſigned for 
this; but the Age at which Miſs Bridget was ar- 
rived, ſeems to me as proper a Period as any to be 
fixed on for this Purpoſe : It often indeed happens 
much earlier; but when it doth not, I have ob- 
ſerved, it ſeldom or never fails about this Time, 
Moreover, we may remark, that at this Seaſon 
Love is of a more ſerious and ſteady Nature than 


what ſometimes ſhews itſelf in the younger Parts 


of Life, The Love of Girls is uncertain, capri- 
cious, and ſo fooliſh that we cannot always diſ- 
cover what the young Lady would be at ; nay, 
it may almoſt be doubted, whether ſhe always 
knows this herſelf. 

Now we are never at a Loſs to diſcern this in 
Women about Forty ; for as ſuch grave, 8 * 

an 


3 2 
bat 5 4 85 e 
T4 8 9 SENS 7 e * 
. po. — 


—— 
FFF 4 0 
# odds IN þ * * , n 2 - I og nome 
x 8 . 8 hey. CT Yn Fo „ ITT Ee In oh, 
F Fw. c Ng A NR pron 
PLE „3 FFF Sr n 3 8 
7 5 2 WB" a ö Eier : * 8 


Ch. 11. 2 FOUNDLING. 43 


and experienced Ladies well know their own 


Meaning, ſo it is always very eaſy for a Man of 


the leaſt Sagacity to diſcover this with the utmoſt 
Certainty, — 
Miſs Bridget is an Example of all theſe Ob- 


ſervations. She had not been many Times in 


the Captain's -Company before ſhe was ſeized 
with this Paſſion. Nor did ſhe go pining and 
moping about the Houſe, like a puny fooliſh 
Girl, ignorant of her Diſtemper: She felt, ſhe 
knew, and ſhe enjoyed the pleaſing Senſation, 
of which, as ſhe was certain it was not only in- 
nocent but laudable, ſhe was neither afraid nor 
aſhamed, 

And to ſay the Truth, there is in all Points, 
great Difference between the reafonable Paſſion 
which Women at this Age conceive towards 
Men, and the idle and childiſh Liking of a Girl 
to a Boy, which is often fixed on the Outſide 
only, and on Things of little Value and no Dus» 
ration; as on Cherry-Cheeks, ſmall Lily-white 
Hands, Sloe-black Eyes, flowing Locks, downy 
Chins, dapper Shapes; nay ſometimes on Charms 
more worthleſs than theſe, and leſs the Party's 
own; ſuch are the outward Ornaments of the 
Perſon, and for which Men are beholden to the 
Taylor, the Laceman, the Perriwig-maker, the 
Hatter, and the Milliner, and not to Nature, 
Such a Paſſion Girls may well be aſhamed, as 
they generally are, to own either to themſelves or 
to others. | 

The Love of Miſs Bridget was of another 
Kind. The Captain owed nothing to any of 


theſe Fop-makers in his Dreſs, nor was his Per- 


ſon much more beholden to Nature. Both his 
Dreſs and Perſon were ſuch as, had they appeared 
| | INN 
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in an Aſſembly, or a Drawing- room, would have 
been the Contempt and Ridicule of all the fine 
Ladies there. The former of theſe was indeed 
neat, but plain, coarſe, ill fancied, and out of 
Faſhion. As for the latter, we have expreſsly 
deſcribed it above, So far was the Skin on his 
Cheeks from being Cherry-coloured, that you 


could not diſcern what the natural Colour of his 


Cheeks was, they being totally overgrown by a 
black Beard, which aſcended to his Eyes. His 
Shape and Limbs were indeed exactly proportion— 
ed, but ſo large, that they . denoted the Strength 
rather of a Ploughman than any other. His 
Shoulders were broad, beyond all Size, and the 
Calves of his Legs larger than thoſe of a com- 
mon Chairman. In ſhort, his whole Perſon 
wanted all that Elegance and Beauty, which is 
the very reverſe of clumſy Strength, and which 
ſo agreeably ſets off moſt of our fine Gentlemen; 

I, owing to the high Blood of their 
Anceſtors, viz. Blood made of rich Sauces and 


enerous Wines, and partly from an early Town- 


ducation. | 
Tho' Miſs Bridget was a Woman of the 
greateſt Delicacy of Taſte; yet ſuch were the 
Charms of the Captain's Converſation, that ſhe 
totally overlooked the Defects of his Perſon, 
She imagined, and perhaps very wiſely, that ſhe 
ſhould enjoy more agreeable Minutes with the 
Captain, than with a much prettier Fellow; and 
forewent the Conſideration of pleaſing her Eyes, 
in order to procure herſelf much more ſolid Sa- 
tisfaction. : | 
The Captain no ſooner perceived the Paſſio 
of Miſs Bridget, in which Diſcovery he was 
very quick-{ighted, than he faithfully —_— 
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The Lady, no more than her Lover, was re- 
markable for Beauty, I would attempt to draw 
her Picture; but that is done already by a more 
able Maſter, Mr. Hogarth himſelf, to whom ſhe 
ſat many Years ago, and hath been Jately exhi- 
bited by that Gentleman in his Print of a Winter's 
Morning, of which ſhe was no improper Em- 
blem, and may be ſeen walking (for walk ſhe 
doth in the Print) to Covent-Garden Church, 
with a ftarved Foot-boy behind carrying her 
Prayer- Book, 

The Captain likewiſe very wiſely preferred the 
more ſolid Enjoyments he expected with this 
Lady, to the fleeting Charms of Perſon. He 
was one of thoſe wife Men, who regard Beauty 
in the other Sex as a very worthleſs and ſuperficial 
Qualification; or, to ſpeak more truly, who ra- 
ther chuſe to poſleſs every Convenience of Life 
with an ugly Woman, than a handſome one 
without any of thoſe Conveniencies. And hav- 
ing a very good Appetite, and but little Nicety, 
he fancied he ſhould play his Part very well at 


the matrimonial Banquet, without the Sauce of 
| Beauty. 


To deal plainly with the Reader, the Captain, 
ever fince his Arrival, at leaſt from the Moment 
his Brother had propoſed the Match to him, long 


before he had ciſcovered any flattering Symptoms, 
in Miſs Bridget, had been greatly 'enamoured ; | 


that is to ſay, of Mr, Allworthy's Houſe and Gar- 
dens, and of his Lands, Tenements and Here- 
ditaments; of all which the Captain was fo 
paffionately fond, that he would moſt probably 


have contracted Marriage with them, had he 
been obliged to have taken the Witch of Endor 


As 


into the Bargain, 
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— — — — — 
„ ͤ —I—¾UwT˙7˙ ² K ˙ . ⁰ 2222 I 
— 2 —— — ** 


— 


46 The HisTory of Book I. 


As Mr. Alkvorthy therefore had declared to the 
Doctor, that he never intended to take a ſecond 
Wife, as his Siſter was his neareſt Relation, and 
as the Doctor had fiſhed out that his Intentions 
were to make any Child of hers his Heir, which 
indeed the Law, without his Interpoſition, would 
have done for him; the Doctor and his Brother 
thought it an Act of Benevolence to give Being 
to a human Creature, who would be ſo plentifully 
provided with the moſt eſſential Means of Hap- 
pineſs. The whole Thoughts therefore of both 
the Brothers were how to engage the Affections 
of this amiable Lady. | 

But Fortune, who is a tender Parent, and of- 
ten doth more for her favourite Offspring than 
either they deſerve or wiſh, had been ſo induſtri- 
ous for the Captain, that whilſt he was laying 
Schemes to execute his Purpoſe, the Lady con- 
ceived the ſame Deſires with himfelf, and was on 
her Side contriving how to give the Captain pro- 
per Encouragement, without appearing too for- 
ward; for ſhe was a ſtrict Obſerver of all Rules 
of Decorum. In this, however, ſhe eaſily ſuc- 
ceeded; for as the Captain was always on the 
Look-out, no Glance, Geſture, or Word, eſcaped 
him. | | 

The Satisfaction which the Captain received 
from the kind Behaviour of Miſs Bridget, was 
not a little abated by his Apprehenſions of Mr. 
Alkvorthy; for, notwithſtanding his diſintereſted 
Profeſſions, the Captain imagined he would, when 
he came to act, follow the Example of the reſt 


of the World, and refuſe his Conlent to a Match, 


ſo diſadvantageous, in Point of Intereſt, to his 
Siſter. From what Oracle he received this 
Opinion, I ſhall leave the Reader to determine; 

but, 
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but, however he came by it, it ſtrangely perplexed 
Bien, how to regulate his Conduct fo, as at once 
to convey his Affection to the Lady, and to con- 
ceal it from her Brother, He, at length, reſolved 
to take all private Opportunities of making his 
Addreſſes, but in the Preſence of Mr. Allworthy 
to be as reſerved, and as much upon his Guard, 
as was poſſible; and this Conduct was highly ap- 
proved by the Brother. 

He ſcon found Means to make his Addreſſes, 
in expreſs Terms, to his Miſtreſs, from whom 
he received an Anſwer in the proper Form, viz. 
the Anſwer which was firſt made ſome thouſands of 
Years ago, and which hath been handed down by 
Tradition from Mother to Daughter ever ſince. 
If I was to tranſlate this into Latin, I ſhould ren- 
der it by theſe two Words, No Epiſcopari; a 
Phiaſe likewiſe of immemorial Uſe on another 
Occaſion. 

The Captain, however he came by his Know- 
ledge, perfectly well underſtood the Lady; and 
very ſoon after repeated his Application, with 
more Warmth and Earneſtneſs than before, and 
was again, according to due Form, rejected: But 
as he had cncreafed in the Eagerneſs of his De- 
fires, ſo the Lady, with the fame Propriety, de- 
creaſed in the Violence of her Refuſal. 

Not to tire the Reader, by leading him thro” 
every Scene of this Couitſhip, (which, tho' in 
the Op.nion of a certain great Author, it 1s the 
pleaſanteſt Scene of Life to the Actor, is, per- 
haps, as dull and tireſome as any whatever-to the 
Audience) the Captain made his Advances in 
Forw, the Citadel was defended in Form, and at 
length, in proper Form, ſurrendered at Diſcre- 
tion, 


During 
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During this whole Time, which filled the Space 
of near a Month, the Captain preſerved great 
Diſtance of avi to his Lady, in the Pre- 
ſence of the Brother; and the more he ſucceeded 
with her in private, the more reſerved was he in 
public. And as for the Lady, ſhe had no ſooner 
ſecured her Lover, than ſhe behaved to him be- 
fore Company with the higheſt Degree of Indif- 
ference ; ſo that Mr. Ailworthy muſt have had the 
Inſight of the Devil (or perhaps ſome of his. worſe 
Qualities) to have entertained the leaſt Suſpicion 


of what was going forward. 


CHAP. XII. 


Containing what the Reader may, edi, expect to 
find in it. 


N all Bargains, whether to fight, or to marry, 

or concerning any other ſuch Bulineſs, little 
previous Ceremony is required, to bring the Mat- 
ter to an Iſſue, when both Parties are really in 
earneſt, This was the Caſe at preſent, and in 
leſs than a Month the Captain and his Lady were 
Man and Wife. 

The great Concern now was to break the Mat- 
ter to Mr. Ailworthy ; and this was undertaken 
by the Doctor. 

One Day then as Aultvorthy was walking in his 
Garden, the Doctor came to him, and, with 
great Gravity of Aſpect, and all the Concern 

which he could poſſibly affect in his Countenance, 
ſand, © I am come, Sir, to impart an Affair to 

< you of the urmoſt Conſequence ; but how ſhall 

I mention to you, what it almoſt diſtracts m2 

© to think of!” He then launched forth into th 4 
FE a 
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molt bitter Invectives both againſt Men and Wo- 
men; acculing the former of having no Attach-— 
ment but to their Intereſt, and the latter of be- 
ing ſo addicted to vicious inclinations, that they 
could never be ſafely truited with one of the 
other Sex, Could 1,* ſaid he, © Sir, have ſuſ- 
c pected, that a Lady of ſuch Prudence, ſuch 
Judgment, fuch Learning, thould indulge ſo in- 
diſcreet a Paſſion; or could I have imagined, 
that my Brother Why do I call him fo? He 
is no longer a Brother of mine. 

Indeed but he is, ſaid Ailworthy, and A 
© Brother of mine 98 © Bleſs me, Sir,“ ſaid 
the Doctor, do you know the ſhocking Af- 
* fair f'—* Look'ee, Mr. Blifl, anſwered the 
good Man, it hath been my conſtant Maxim 
© in Life, to make the beſt of all Matters which 
happen. My Siſter, tho* many Years younger 
than me, is at leaſt old enough to be at the Age 
of Diſcretion. Had he impoſed on a Child, I 
ſhould have been more averſe to have forgiven 
him; but a Woman upwards of thirty, muſt 
certainly be ſuppoſed to know what will make 
her molt happy. She hath married a Gentle- 
man, tho* perhaps not quite her Equal in For- 
tune; and if he hath any Perfections in her 
Eye, which can make up that Deficiency, I 
ſce no Reaſon why I fhould object to her Choice 
of her own Happineſs, which I, no more than 
herſclf, imagine to conſiſt only in immenſe 
Wealth. I might, 2erhaps, from the many 
Declarations I have made, of complying with 
almoſt any Propoſal, have expected to have been 
conſulted on this Occaſion ; but theſe Matters 
are of a very delicate Nature, and the Scruples 


of Modeſty, perhaps, are not to be overcome. 
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As to your Brother, I have really no Anger 


E againſt him at all. He hath no Obligations to 
me, nor col think he was under any Neceſſity 


© of sſking my Conſent, ſince the Woman is, as 


I have ſaid, Sui Juris, and of a proper Age to 
be entirely anſwerable only to herſelf for her 
Conduct,” EE 

The Doctor repeated his Accuſations againſt his 
Brother, accuſed Mr, Allibortly of too great Le- 
nity, and declared that he ſhould never more be 
brought either to fee, or to own him for his Re- 
lation, He then launched forth into a Panegy- 


ric on A{hvrihy's Goodneſs, into the higheſt En- 


comiums on his Friendibip, and concluded, by 
ſaying, he ſhould never forgive his Prother for 
having put the Place which he bore in that Friend- 
thip, to a Hazard. | 

Alkvorthy thus anſwered: © Had I conceived 
© any Diſpleaſure againſt your Brother, I ſhould 
< never have carried that Reſentment to the In- 
« nocent: But, I aſlure you, I have no ſuch Dif- 
« pleaſure, Your Brother appears to me to be a 
Man of Senie and Honour, I do not diſapprove 
the Taſte of my Siſter; nor will I doubt but 
„that ſhe is equally the Object of his Inclina- 
tions. I have always thought Love the only 
Foundation of Happineſs in a married State; as 
it can only produce that high and tender Friend- 
« ſhip which thould always be the Cement of this 
Union; and, in my Opinion, all thoſe Mar- 
© riages which are contracted from other Motives, 
© are greatly criminal; they are a Profanation of 
a molt holy Ceremony, and generally end in 
£ Diſquiet and Miſery : For ſurely we may call it 
© a Profanation, to convert this moſt ſacred Inſtts 


„ tution into a wicked Sacrifice to Luſt, or Ava- 
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rice: And what better can be ſaid of thoſe 
Matches to which Men are induced merely by 
the Conſideration of a beautiful Perſon, or a 
great Fortune! | 

* To deny that Beauty is an agrecable Object 
to the Eye, and even worthy ſome Admiration, 
would be falſe and fooliſh, Beautifil is an Epi- 
thet often uſed in Scripture, and always men- 
ticned with Honour. It was my own Fortune 
to marry a Woman whom the Woild thought 
handiome, and I can truly ſay, I liked her the 
bettcr on that Account, But, to make this the 
ſole Conſideration of Marriage, to luſt after it 
ſo violently, as to overlook all Imperfections for 
its Sake, or to require it ſo abſuluteiy, as to re- 


ject and diſdain Religion, Virtue, and Senſe, 


which are Qualities, in their Nature, of much 
higher Perfection, becauſe an Elegance of Per- 
ſon only is wanting; this is ſurely inconſiſtent, 
either with a wiſe Man, or a good Chriftian, 
And it is, perhaps, being too charitable to con- 
clude, that ſuch Perſons mean any thing more 
by their Marriage, than to pleaſe their carnal 
Appetites, for the Satisfaction of which, we are 
taught, it was not ordained, 

In the next Place, with Reſpect to Fortune. 
Worldly Prudence, perhaps, exacts ſome Con- 


fderation on this Head,; nor will I abſolutely 


and altogether condernn it. As the World is 
conſtituted, the Demands of a married State, 
and the Care of Poſterity, require fome little 
Regard to what we call Circumſtances. Yet 
this Proviſion is greatly encreaſed beyond what 
is really necellary, by Folly and Vanity, which 
create abundantly more Wants than Nature, 


Equipage for the Wife, and large Fortunes for 
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the Children, are by Cuſtom enrolled in the 
Liſt of Neceflaries; and, to procure theſe, 
every thing truly ſolid and ſweet, and vir- 
tuous and religious, are neglected and over- . 
looked. 

And this in many Degrees; the laſt and 

« greateſt of which ſeems ſcarce diſtinguiſhable 
from Madneis. I mean, where Perſons of im- 

< -menſe Fortunes contract themſelves to thoſe 

< who are, and muſt be, diſagreeable to them 

* to Fools and Knaves, in order to encreaſe an 

* Eſtate, already larger even than the Demands 

of their Pleaſures, Surely ſuch Perſons, if they 
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will not be thought mad, muſt own, either 

that they are incapable of taſting the Zweets of 

the tendereſt Friendſhip, or that they ſacrifice 

the greateſt Happineſs of which they are capa- 

ble, to the vain, uncertain, and ſenſeleſs Laws 

of vulgar Opinion, which owe as well their 

Force, as their Foundation, to Folly,” 

Here Alworthy concluded his Sermon, to which 
Hlifil had liſtened with the profoundeſt Atten— 
tion, though it coſt him ſome Pains to prevent 
| now and then a ſmall Diſcompofure of his Muſ- 
cles. He now praiſed every Period of what he 
had heard, with the Warmth of a young Di- 
vine, who hath the Honour to dine with a Biſhop 
the ſame Day in which his Lordihip hath mounted 


the Pulpit. 5 
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Thich concludes the t Book 5; with an Inſtance 
of Ingraiitude, which, we hope, will appear uns 
natural, 


of 1 HE Reader, from what hath been ſaid, 

may imagine, that the Reconciliation (if 
indeed it could be ſo called) was only Matter of 
Form; we ſhall therefore paſs it over, and haſten 
to what muſt ſurely be thought Matter of Sub- 
ſtance. 

The Doctor had acquainted his Brother with 
what had paſſed between Mr. A%woortyy and him 
and added, with a Smile, © I promiſe you, I paid 
you off; nay, I ablolutcly deſired the good Gen- 
« tleman not to forgive you: For you know, after 
he had made a Declaration in your Favour, I 
might, with Safety, venture on ſuch a Requeſt 
with a Perſon of his Temper; and I was wil- 
ling, as well for your Sake, as for my own, to 
prevent the leaſt Poſſibility of a Suſpicion.“ 
Captain Bliſil took not the leaſt Notice of this, 
at that Time; but he afterwards made a very no- 
table Uſe of it. 

One of the Maxims which the Devil, in a late 
Viſit upon Earth, left to his Diſciples, is, when 
once you are got up, to kick the Stool from un- 
der you. In plain Eugliſb, when you have made 
your Fortune by the good Offices of a Friend, 


A A AQ A 


you are adviſed to diſcard him as ſoon as you 


can. 
Whether the Captain acted hu this Maxim, TI 
will not poſitively determine; fo far we may con- 
fidently ay, that his Actions may be fairly de- 
22 rived 
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rived from this diabolical Principle; and indeed it 
is difficult to afiign any other Motive to them: 
For no ſooner was he pofſeſſæd of Miſs Brice, 
and reconciled to A/uworily, than he began to 
mew a Coldneſs to his Brother, which mhoeaſcd 
daily; till at length it grew into 1 and 
became very viſible to «very one. 

The Doctor remonſtrated to him privately con- 
cerning this Behaviour, but could obtain no other 
Satisfaction than the following plain Declaration 
If you diſlike any thing in my Brother's Houſe, 
| Jr, - know you are at Liberty to quit it." 


This 1 


range, cruel, and almoit unzccountabie 


Ingratitude in the Captain abſ-lutely broke the 


poor Doctor's Heart: For Ingratitude never fo 
thoroughly pierces the human Bicaſt, as when it 
proceeds from thoſe in whoſe Behalf we have been 
guilty of Tranſgreſſions. Reflections on great 
and good Actions, however they are received os 
returned by thoſe in whoſe Favour they are per- 
formed, always adminiſter ſome Comfort to us; 
but what Conſolation ſhall we receive under ſo 
biting a Calamity, as the ungrateful Behaviour of 
our Friend, when our wounded Conſcience at the 
ſame Time flies in our Face, and upbraids us with 


having ſpotted it in the Service of one ſo worth- 


leſs ? 
Mr. Aiworthy himſelf ſpoke to the Captain in 


his Brother's Behalf, and defired to know what 


Offence the Doctor had committed; when the 
hard-hearted Villain had the Baſeneſs to ſay, that 
he ſhould never forgive him for the Injury which 
he had endeavoured to do him in his Favour ; 
which, he ſaid, he had pumped out of him, and 
was ſuch a Cruelty, that it ought not to be for- 
given. 


Allworthy 


f 
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Allw:rthy ſpoke in 88 high Terms upon this 
Declaration, which, he ſaid, became not a hu- 
man Creature, He expreſſed, indeed, ſo much. 


Reſentment againſt an unforgiving Temper, that 


tne Captain at laſt pretended to be convinced by 
bis Arguments, and outwardly us to be re- 
conciled. 

As for the Bride, ſhe was now in her Honey- 
moon, and ſo paſſionately fond of her new Huſ- 
band, that he never appeared, to her, to be in 
the wrong; and his Diſpleaſure againſt any Per- 
ſon was a ſufficient Reaſon for her Diſlike to the 
lame. 

The Captain, at Mr. Alkworihy's Inſtance, was 
outwardly, as we have faid, reconciled to his Bro- 
ther, yet the ſame Rancour remained in his Heart; 
and he found ſo many Opportunities of giving him 
private Hints of this, that the Houſe at laſt grew 
inſupportable to the poor Doctor; and he choſe 
rather to ſubmit to any Inconveniencies which he 
might encounter in the World, than Jonger to 
bear theſe cruel and ungrateful Inſults, from a 

Brother for whom he had done ſo much, 

He once intended to acquaint Ahkwrthy with. 
the whole; but he could not bring himſelf to ſub- 
mit to the Confeſſion, by which he muſt take to 
his Share ſo great a Portion of Guilt. Beſides, by 
how much the worſe Man he repreſented his Bro- 
ther to be, ſo much the greater would his own 
Offence appear to Allꝛvorthy, and ſo much the 
greater, he had Reaſon to imagine, would be his 
Reſentment, 

He feigned, thereſhve, ſome Excuſe of Buſi- 
neſs for his I: parture, and promiſed to return 
ſoon again; and took Leave of his Brother with 
to well-diſſembled Content, that, as the Captain 

D. 4 5 played 


— — ——— - 


&Þ ie His Tory of, &c. Book I. 


played his Part to the fame Perf, tion, Ait uo l 
remained 23 ſatisfied with the Truth of the Re- 
conciliatio: 

The Dos tor went directly to Landon, where 
he died ſoon after of a broken He a Diſtem- 
per which kills many moro than is generally ima- 
pined, and would have a fair Title to a Place in 
the Bill of RMlort ality, Gid it not differ in one! 
ſtance from all other Diſeaſes, voz. That no Fliz - 
{:cian can cure it. | 6 

Now, upon the moſt diligent Enquiry into the 
former Lives of theſe two Brothers, { find, be- 
ſides the curſed and helliſh Maxim of Policy ove e- 
mentioned, another Reaſon for the C ahtain's Con- 
duct: The Captain, beſides what we have before 
ſaid of him, was a Man of great Pride 5 Fierce 
neſs, and had always created his Brother, ho was 
of a different Complexion, and greatly deficient 
in both theſe Qualities, with the utmoit Air of 
Superiority, The Doctor, however, had much 
the: larger Share of Learning, and was by many 
reputed to have the better Underſtanding. This 
the Captain knew, and could not bear: for, tho” 


Envy is, at beſt, a very malignant Paſſion, yet is 


its Bitterneſs greatly heightened, by mixing with 
Contempt towards the tame Object ; and very 
much afraid [ am, that whenever an Obligation 
is joined to theſe two, Indignation, and not Gra- 
titude, will be the Product of all three. 
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BOOK II. 


Containins Scenes of matrimonial Felicity in 
different Degrees of Life; and various other 
Tranſaiticns during the firſt two Years after 
the Marriage between Captain Bliſil, and 
Miſs Bridget Allworthy. 


* 


Shewins what Kind of a Hiftory this is; what it 
is like, and what it 15 not like, 


\HO' we have properly enough entitled 
this our Work, a Hiſtory, and not a Life; 

nor an Apo'ogy for a Life, as is more in 
Faſhion; vet we intend ing it rather to purſe the 
Method of thoſe Writers, who profeis to ditcloſe. 
the Reyolutions of Countries, than to imitate the 
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painful and voluminous Hiſtorian, who, to pre- 
ſerve the Regularity of his Series, thinks himfelf 
obliged to fill up as much Paper with the Detail 
of Months and Years in which nothing remark- 
able happened, as he employs upon thole notable 
Aras when the greateſt Scenes have been tranſ- 
acted on the human Stage. 

Such Hiſtories as theſe do, in reality, very 
much reſemble a News-Paper, which conſiſts of 


zul the ſame Number of Words, whether there be 


News in it or not. They may likewiſe 
bs compared to a Stage-Coach, which performs 
conſtantly the ſame Courſe, empty as well as full. 


The Writer, indeed, ſeems to think himſelf 


obliged to keep even Pace with Time, whole 
Amanuenſis he is; and, like his Maſter, travels 
as lowly through Centuries of monkiſh Dulneſs, 
when the World ſeems to have been aſleep, as. 
through that bright and buſy Age ſo nobly diſtin- 


guiſhed by the excellent Latin Poet. 


Ad confligendum venientibus unique pans ; 
Omnia cum belli trepido concuſſa tumultt 
Horrida contremuere ſub altis ætheris auris ? 
In aubioque uit fub utrorum regna cadenduns 
Omnibus humans eſſet, ter: * marique.' 


A K ©A 


Of behich we wiſh we could give our 8 
more adequate Tranſlation than that by Mr. Creech, 


When dreadful Carthage frighted Rome with 
Arms, 
© And all the World was ſhook with fierce 


Alarms; 
Whilſt undecided yet, which Part ſhould fall 


Which Nation riſe the glorious Lord of all. 
Now 
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Now it is our Purpoſe, in the enſuing Pages, to 
purſue a contrary Method, When any extraor- 
dinary Scene preſents itſelf, (as we truſt will often 
be the Caſe) we ſhall foare no Pains nor Paper to 
open it at large to our Reader; but if whole Years 
ſhould paſs without producing any thing worthy 
his Notice, we ſhall not be afraid of a Chaſm in 
our Hiſtory, but ſhall haſten on to Matters of 
Conſequence, and leave ſuch Periods of Time to- 
tally unobſerved, 

Theſe are indeed to be conſidered as Blanks in 
the grand Lottery of Time, We therefore who 
are the Regiſters of that Lottery, ſhall imitate 
thoſe {agacious Perſons who deal in that which is 
drawn at Guill-Hall, and who never trouble the 
Public with the many Blanks they diſpoſe of; but 
when a great Prize happens to be drawn, the 
News-Papers are preſently filled with it, and the 
World is- ſure to be informed at whoſe Office it 
was folJ: Indeed, commonly two or three dit- 
ferent Offices lay claim to the Honour of having 
diſpoſed of it; by which, I ſuppoſe, the Adven- 
turers are given to underftand that certain Bro- 
kers are in the Secrets oi Fortune, and indeed of 
her Cabinet-Coupcil. 

My Reader then is not to be ſurpriſed, if, in 
the Courſe of this Work, he ſhall find ſome 
Chapters very ſhort, and others altogether as long; 
ſome that contain only the Time of i ſingle Day, 
and others that compriſe Years; in a Word, if 
my Hiſtory ſometimes ſeems to {tand ſtill, and 
ſometimes to fly. For all which I ſhall not look 
on myſelf as accountable to any Court of Critical 
Juriſdiction whatever: For as I am. in reality, 
the Founder of a new Province of Writing, ſo 
Jam at Liberty to make what Laws I pleaſe 
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therein. And theſe Laws, my Readers, whom 
I conſider as my Subjects, are bound to believe 
in and to obey; with which that they may 
readily and chearfully comply, I do hereby aſſure 
them, that I {ſhall principally regard their Eaſe 
and Advantage in all ſuch Inſtitutions : For I do 
not, like a jure divino Tyrant, imagine that they 
are my Slaves, or my Commodity. I am, indeed, 
ſet over them for their own Good only, and was 
created for their Uſe, and not they for mine. 
Nor do I doubt, while I make their Intereſt 
the great Rule of my Writings, they will una— 
nimouſly concur in ſupporting my Dignity, 
and in rendering me all the Honour I ſhall de- 
ſerve or deſire. 


CHAP. I 


Religious Cautions againjt ſhewing leo miu Favour 
to Baſtards; and a great Diſcovery made by 
Ars. Deborah Wilkins. 


IGHT Months after the Celebration of the 

Nuptials between Captain H and Mits 
Bridget Allivorihy, a young Lady of great Beauty, 
Merit, and Fortune, was Miſs Bridget, by rea- 
fon of a Fright, delivered of a fine Boy. The 
Child was indced, to all Appearance, perfect“ 
but the Midwife diſcovered, it was born a lonth 
before its tull 'I ime, 

Though the Birth of an Heir of his beloved 
Siſter was a Circumſtance of great Joy to Mr. 
Alkwerthy, yet it did not alicnate his Aﬀections 
from the little Foundling, to whom he had been 
Godfather, had given his own Name of Fees, 

An 
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and whom he had hitherto ſeldom failed of vifit- 
ing, at leaſt once a Day, in his Nurſery. 

He told his Siſter, if ſhe pleaſed, the new-born 
Infant ſhould be bred up together with little Tom- 
my, to which ſhe conſented, tho' with ſome little 
Reluctance: For ſhe had truly a great Compla- 
© cence for her Brother; and hence ſhe had always 

' behaved towards the Foundling with rather more 
Kindneſs than Ladies of rigid Virtue can ſome- 
times bring themſelves.to ſhew to theſe Children, 
who, however innocent, may be truly called the 
living Monuments of Incontinence, 

The Captain could not ſo eaſily bring himſelf 
to bear what he condemned as a Fault in Mr, 
Alkvorthy, He gave him frequent Hints, that to 
adopt the Fruits of Sin, was to give Countenance 
to it. He quoted ſeveral Texts, (for he was well 
read in Scripture) ſuch as, He viſits the Sins e 
the Fathers upon the Children; and, the Fathers 
have eaten ſour Grapes, and the Children's Teeth 
are ſet on Edge, &c, Whence he argued the Le- 
gality of puniſhing the Crime of the Parent on 
the Baſtard, He ſaid, * Tho' the Law did not 
« poſitively allow the deſtroying ſuch baſe-born 
Children, yet it held them to be the Children 
of No-body : That the Church conſidered them 
as the Children of No-body ; and that, at the 
beſt, they ought to be brought up to the loweſt 
and vileſt Offices of the Commonwealth.” 

Mr. Al\worthy anſwered to all this, and much 
more, which the Captain had urged on this Sub- 
jects” * That, however guilty the Parents might 
be, the Children were certainly innocent: I hat 
© as to the Texts he had quoted, the former of 
© them was a particular Denunciation againſt the 
* 7Zews, for the Sin of Idolatry, of relinquiſhing 

and 
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and hating their heavenly King ; and the latter 
was parabolically ſpoken, and rather intended 
to denote the certain and neceſſary Conſequences 
of Sin, than any expreſs Judgment. againſt it. 
But to repreſent the Almighty as avenging the 
Sins of the Guilty on the Innocent, was inde- 
cent, if not blaſphemous, as it was to repreſent 
him acting n the firſt Principles of natural 
Juſtice, and againſt the original Notions of 
Right and Wrong, which he himſelf had im- 
planted in our Minds; by which we were to 
judge, not only in all Matters which were not 
revealed, but even of the Truth of Revelation 
itſelf, He ſaid, he knew many held the ſame 
Principles with the Captain on this Head; but 
he was himſelf firmly convinced to the con- 
trary, and would provide in the ſame Manner 
for this poor Infant, as if a legitimate Child had 
had the Fortune to have been found in the fame 
Place,” 
While the Captain was ; taking all Opportunities 
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to preſs theſe and ſuch like Arguments, to remove 


the little Foundling from Mr. Alltworthy's, of 
whoſe Fondneſs for him he. began to be jealous, 
Mrs. Deborah had made a Diſcovery, which, in 
its Event, threatened at leaſt to. prove more fatal 
to poor Tommy, than all the Reaſonings of the 
Captain. 

Whether the inſatiable Curioſity of this good 
Woman had carried her on to that Buſineſs, or 
whether ſhe did it to confirm herſelf in the good 
Graces of Mrs, Bliſil, who, notwithſtanding her 
outward Behaviour to the Foundling, frequently 
abuſed the Infant in private, and her Brother too 
tor his Fondneſs to it, I will not determine; us 

ine 
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ſhe had now, as ſhe conceived, fully detected the 
Father of the Foundling. | 

Now, as this was a Diſcovery of great Conſe- 
quence, it may be neceſlary to trace it from the 
Fountain-head, We ſhall therefore very minutely. 
lay open thoſe previous Matters by which it was 
produced; and for that Purpoſe, we ſhall be obliged 
to reveal all the Secrets of a little Family, with 
which my Reader is at prefent entirely unac- 
quainted, and of which the Oeconomy was ſo 
rare and extraordinary, that I fear it will ſhock, 


the utmoſt Credulity of many married Perſons, 


CHAP, mt 


The Deſcription of a domeſiic Government founded 
upon Rules direflly contrary to thije of Ari- 
ſtotle. | 


| Y Reader may pleaſe to remember he hath 
: been informed, that Jenny Jones had lived 
ſome Years with a certain Schoolmaſter, who 


had, at her earneſt Deſire, inſtructed her in La- 


tin, in which, to do Juſtice to her Genius, ſhe 
had ſo improved herſelf, that ſhe was become a 
better Scholar than her Maſter. 

Indeed, tho' this poor Man had undertaken a 


| Profeſſion to which Learning muit be allowed ne- 


ceſſary, this was the leaſt of his Commendations. 
Je was one of the beſt-natured Fellows in the 
World, and was, at the ſame Time, Maſter of 
ſo much Pleaſantry and Humour, that he was 
reputed the Wit of the Country ; and all the 
neighbouring Gentlemen were ſo deſirous of his 
Company, that, as Denying was not his Talent, 
he ſpent much Tims at their Houſes, which he 

| | | f might, 
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might, with more Emolument, have ſpent in his 
School. 

t may be imagined, that a Gentleman ſo qua- 
lified, and ſo diſpoſed, was in no Danger of be- 
coming formidable to the learned Seminarics of 
Eaton or Meęſiminſter. To ſpeak plainly, his Scho- 
lars were divided into two Claſſes. In the upper 
of which was a young Gentleman, the Son of a 
neighbouring Squire, who, at the Age of Seven- 
teen, was juſt entered into his Syntaxis; and in 
the lower was a Second Son of the ſame Gentle- 
man, who, together with ſeven Pariſh-boys, was 
learning to read and write, 

The Stipend ariting hence would hardly have 
indulged the Schoolmaſter in the Luxuries of Life, 
had he not added to this Office thoſe of Clerk 
and Barber, and had not Mr. Allivorthy added to 
the whole an Annuity of Ten Pound, which the 
poor Man received every Chriftmas, and with 
which he was enabled to chear his Heart during 
that ſacred Feſtival, 

Among his other Treaſures, the Pedagogue had 
a Wife, whom he had married out of Mr. Al- 
worthy's Kitchen, for her Fortune, viz, Twenty 
Pound, which ſhe had there amaſſed. 

This Woman was not very amiable in her Per- 
fon. Whether ſhe fat to my Friend Hegarib, or 
no, I will not determine; but ſhe exactly reſem- 
| bled the young Woman who is pouring out her 
Miltreſs's Tea in the third Picture of the Harlot's 
Progreſs. She was, beſides, a profeſt Follower 
of that notable Sect founded by Xantippe of old; 
by means of which ſhe became more formidable 
in the School than her Huſband ; for, to confeſs 
the Truth, he was never Maſter there, or any 
where elſe, in her Preſence. 


Tho 
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Tho' her Countenance did not denote much 
natura! Sweetneſs of Temper, yet this was per- 
haps ſomewhat ſourcd by a Circumſtance which 
gene: 7 poiſons matrimonial * un : For Chil- 
called the Pledges of Love; and 


dren are rightly c 
her Hufl and, tho' they had been married nine 
X ears, had given her no ſuch Pled ges; a Default 


for Which mg had no Excuſe, either from Age or 
Health, being not yet thirty Veas and, what 
they call a jo Ny, briſk, young Man. 

Hence aroſe another Evil. i produced no 
little Uneaſineſs to the poor Pedagogue, of whom 
ne maintained fo conſtant a Jealouſy, that he 
durſt hardly [peak to one Woman in the Pariſh; 
for the leaſt B egree of Civility, or even Cor- 
reſpondence with any Female, was ſure to bring 
his Wife upon her Back, and his own. 

In order to guard herſelf againſt matrimonial 
Injuries in her own Hot uſe, as he kept one Maid- 
Servant, ſhe always took Care to chuſe her out 
of that Order of Females, whoſe Faces are taken 
as a Kind of Security for their Virtue ; of which 
Number Jenny Jones, as the Reader hath been 
before informed, was one, 

As the Face of this young Woman might be 
called pretty good Security of the before. men- 
tioned Kind, and as her Behaviour had been al- 
Ways extremely modeſt; which is the certain 
Conſequence of Underſtanding in Women; ſhe 
had paſſed above four Years at Mr. Partridge's, 
(for that was the Schoolmaſter's Name) without 
creating the leaſt Suſpicion in her Miſtreſe. Nay, 
ſhe had been treated with uncommon Eindnels, 
and her Miſtreſs had permitted Mr. Partridge to 
give her thoſe Inſtructions, which have been be- 


hare commemorated, 
Put 
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But it is with Jealouſy, as with the Cont : 
When ſuch Diſtempers are in the Blood, there 19 
never any Security againſt their breacing out; "A 
that often on the ſlighteſt Occaſions, and whe: 
lealt ſuſpected. 

Thus ic happened to Ms. aide, who had 
ſubmitted ſour Years to her Huſband's teaching 
this young W. oman, and had fu; fercd her olten 
to neglect her Vork, in order to purſue her 
Learvin: 3. For patliing by one Day, as the Girl 
was reading, and her Maſter le eaning over her, 
the Girl, I know not for what Reaſon, ſud: deny 
ſtarted up from her Chair; and this was the firit 
Time that Suſpicion ever entered into the Head 
of her Mi "wy 

This did not, however, at that Tame, diſcos 
ver itielf, but lay lurking in her Mind, like a 
concealed ! Enemy, who waits for a ment 
of additional Strength, before he openly declares 
himſelf, and proceeds upon hoſtile Operations; 
and ſuch additional Strength ſoon arrived to cor- 
roborate her Suſpicion, For not long after, the 
Huſband and Wife being at Dinner, the Maſter 
ſaid to his Maid, Da mibi aliguid Potum; upon 
which the poor Girl ſmiled, perhaps at the Bad- 
nels of the Latin, and when her Miſtreſs caſt hes 


Eyes on her, bluſhed, poſſibly with a Conſciouſ- 


neſs of having laughed at her Maſter, Mrs, Par- 
triage, upon this, immediately fell into a Fury, 


and diſcharged the Trencher, on which ſhe was 


eating, at the Head of poor Fenny, crying out, 
« You impudent W hore, do you play Tricks with. 
my Huſband before my Face?” and, at the 
ſame Inſtant, roſe from her Chair, with a Knife 
in her Hand, with which, moſt probably, ſhe 
would have executed very tragical Vengeance, 

had. 
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had not the Girl! taken the Advantage of being 
NCArcr the Door than her Nlifcreſs, and avoided 
her Fury by running away; for, as to the poor 
Huſband, whether urprize had rendered him 
motionleſs, or Fear (which is full as probable) 
had reſtrained him from venturing at any Oppo= 
ſition, he ſat flaring and trembling in his Chair 
nor did he once offer to move or ſpeak, till his 


Vite, returning from the Puriuit of 7% un, made 


ſome defenſive Meaſures neceſſary for his own 
reſervation ; and he likewiſe was obliged to re- 
treat afcer the Example of the Maid, 
This good Woman was, no more than Othelin, 
cf a Diſpoſition, 


— To make a Lite of Jealouſy, 

And follow fill the Changes of the Moon 

© With freſh Suſpicions' 
with her, as well as him, 


—— To be once in doubt, 
Was once to be reſolved— 


ſhe therefore ordered Jenny immediately to pack 
up her Alls, and be gone; for that ſhe was de- 


termined ſhe ſhould not ſleep that Night within 
her Walls. 

Mr. Partridge had profited too much, by Ex- 
perience, to interpoſe in a Matter of this Nature, 


He therefore had Recourſe to his uſual Receipt of 


Patience; for, tho' he was not a great Adept in 
Latin, he remembered, and well underſtood, the 
Advice contained in theſe Words: 


— Lev 


brown Pape 
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— Lede fit, uod bene fortir Ons,” 
In Englifh, 


A Burden becomes lighteſt, when 
it is well borne.“ 


Which he had always in his Mouth, and of 
which, to ſay the 3 Ts he had ofte 7 
to experience the Truth. | 

Fenry offered to make Proteſtations of her In- 
nocence ; but the 1 empeic was too high for her 
to be heard, She then tec herſelf to the Bu- 
ſineſs of Packing, for which a ſmall Quantity of 
r ſufficed ; Rs having received her 
{mal} =. of -Wages, ſhe returned home. 

The Schpolmaſter di his Conſort paſs'd their 
Time unpleaſantiy enovgh that Evening; hut 
ſomething or other happ-n'd before the next 
Morning, which a little abated the Fury of Mrs, 
Partridge; and ſhe it length admitted her Huſ- 
band to make his Excuſes : to which ſhe gave 


the readier Belief, as he had, inſtead of dehiring 


her to recall Jann profeſſed a Satisfaction in ber 
being diſmiſſed, ſaying, She was grown of little 


Uſe as a Servant, ſpending all her Time in read- 
ing, and was become, moreover, very pert and 
obſtinate: For, indeed, ſhe and her Maſter had 
lately had frequent Diſputes in Literature; in 
which, as hath been ſaid, ſhe was become greatly 
his Superior, This, however, he would by no 
Means allow; and, as he called her perſiſting in 
the Right, Obſtinacy, he began to hate her with 
no ſmall Inveteracy. 


CHAP. 
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Containing one of the inoſi b'!aady Pattl's, on rather 
Duels, that were cover recorded in Doniſſtic Hi 
tiry, 


OR the Reaſons mentioned in the preceding 

Chapter, and from ſome other matrimonial 
Conceftions, well known to moſt Huſbands, and 
which, like the Secrets of Free-Maſonry, ſhould 
be divulged to none who are not Members of 
that honourable Fraternity, Mrs. Partridge was 
pretty well ſatisfied, that the had condemned her 
Huſband without Calle: and endeavoured, by 
Acts of Kindneſs, to make him Amends "Br her 
falſe Suſpicion, Her Paſſions were, indeed, equally 
violent, which ever Way they inclined ; for, as 
ſhe could be extremely angry, ſo could ſhe be 
altogether as fond, 

But tho? theſe Paſſions ordinarily ſucceed each 
other, and ſcarce twenty- -four Hours ever paſled 
in which the Pedagogue was not, in . De- 
gree, the Object of both; yet, on extraordinary 
Occaſions, when the Paſſion of Anger had raged 
very high, the Remiſſion was uſually longer, and 
ſo was the Caſe at preſent ; for ſhe continued lon- 
ger in a State of Affability, after this Fit of Jea- 
louſy was ended, than her Huſband had ever 
known before : and, had it not been for ſome 
little Exerciſes, which all the Followers of an- 
tippe are obliged to perform daily, Mr, Partridge 
would have enjoyed a perfect Serenity of icveral 
Months. 

Perfect Calms 2t Sca are always ſuſpected by 


the experienced Mariner to be the Fore-runners 
of 
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of a Storm: And I know ſome Perſons, who, 
without being generally the Devotees of Super - 
ſtition, are apt to apprehend, that great and un- 
uſual Peace or Tranquillity, will be attended with 
its Oppoſite. For which Reaſon the Antients uſed, 
on ſuch Occaſions, to ſacrifice to the Godde!s 
Nemeſis; a Deity who was thought by them to 
look with an invidious Eye on human Felicity, 
and to have a peculiar Delight in overturning it. 

As we are very far from believing In any "ſuch 
Heathen Goddeſs, or from encouraging any Su- 
perſtition, ſo we wiſh Mr. Fohn Fr © Of 
ſome other ſuch Philoſopher, would beſtir him- 
ſelf a little, in order to find out the real Caule of 
this ſudden Tranſition, from good to bad For- 
tune, which hath been ſo often remarked, and 
of which we ſhall proceed to give an Inſtance ; 
for it is our Province to relate Facts, and we 
{ſhall leaves Cauſes to Perſons of much higher 
Genius. 


Mankind have always taken great Delight in 


knowing and deſcanting on the Actions of others. 
Hence there have been, in all Ages, and Nations, 
certain Places ſet. apart for public Rendezvous, 
where the Curious might meet, and ſatisfy their 
mutual Curioſity. Among theſe, the Barbers 
Shops have juſtly borne the Pre-eminence. Among 
the Greets, Barbers News was a proverbial Ex- 
preſſion; and Horace, in one of his Epiſtles, 
makes honourable Mention of the Roman Bar- 
bers in the ſame Light. 

T hoſe of England are known to be no wiſe in- 
ferior to their Greek or Roman Fredec eſiors. You 
there ſee foreign Affairs diſcutiel a Manner 
little inferior to that with which $16) are handled 


in the Coffee-houſes ; and dunuliic Vicurinces 


are 
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are much more largely and freely treated in the 
former, than in the latter. But this ſerves only 
for the Men. Now, whereas the Females of 
this Country, eſpecially thoſe of the lower Or- 
der, do aflociate themſelves much more than 
thoſe of other Nations, our Polity would be highly 
deficient, if they had not ſome Place fet apart 
likewiſe for the Indulgence of their Curioſity, 
ſceing they are in this no way inferior to the other 
half of the Species. 

In enjoying, therefore, ſuch Plodia of Rendez- 
vous, the PBr:t;/þ Fair ought to eſteem themſelves 
more happy than any of their foreign Siſters ; as 
I do not remember either to have read in Hiſtory, 


or to have ſeen in my Travels, any thing of the 


like Kind. | 

This Place then is no other than the Chandler's 
Shop; the known Seat of all the News; or, as 
it is vulgarly called, Goffiping, in every Pariſh 
in England, 

Mrs. Partridge being one Daz at this Aſſembly 
of Females, was aſked by one 2 her Neighbours, 
it ſhe had heard no News lately of Jenny Jones. 
To which ſhe anſwered in the Negative. Upon 
this, the other replied, with a Smile, That the 
Pariſh was very much obliged to her for having 
turned Jenny away as ſhe did. 

Mrs. Partridge, whoſe Jealouſy, as the Reader 
well knows, was long ſince cured, and who had 
no other Quarrel to her Maid, anſwered boldly, 
She did not know any Obligation the Pariſh had 
to her on that Account; for ſhe believed Jenny 
had ſcarce left her Equal behind her. 

No, truly, ſaid the Goſſip, I hope not, tho' 
I fancy we have Sluts enow too. Then you 
have not heard, it ſeems, that ſhe hath been 

brought 
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brought to Bed of two Baſtards ; but as they 
are not born here, my Huſband, and the other 
< Overſeer, ſays, we ſhall not be obliged to keep 
< them.” 

. wo Baſtards !* anſwered Mrs, Partridge 

haſtily, you ſurprize me. I don't know whe- 
ther we muſt keep them; but I am ſure they 
* muſt have been begotten here: for the Wench 
© hath not been nine Months gone away.” 

Nothing can be ſo quick and ſudden as the 
Operations of the Mind, eſpecially when Hope, | 
or Fear, or Jealouſy, to which the two others 
are but Journeymen, {et it to work, It occurred 
inſtantly to her, that enny had ſcarce ever been 
out of her own Houſe, while ſhe lived with her, 

The leaning over the Chair, the ſudden ſtarting 

up, the Latin, the Smile, and many other 

Things, ruſhed upon her all at once. The Satif- I 
faction her Huſband expreſled in the Departure N 
of Jenny, appeared now to be only diſſembled; | 
again, in the fame Inſtant, to be real, and yet 
to confirm her Jealouſy, as proceeding from Sa- 
tiety, and a hundred other bad Caufes. In a 
Word, ſhe was convinced of her Huſband's 
„ and immediately left the Aſſembly in Con- 
fuſion. | 

As fair Grimaltin, who, though the youngeſt 
of the Feline Family, degenerates not in Ferocity 
from the clder Branches of her Houle, and, 
though inferior in Strength, is equal in F ierceneſs 
to the noble Pyger himſelf, when a little Mouſe, 
whom it hath long tormented in Sport, eſcapes 
from her Clutches, for a while, frets, ſcolds, 
grows, ſwears; but if the Prunk, or Box, be- 
hind which the Mouſe lay hid, be again removed, 


ſhe flies like Lightning on her Prey, and, with 
5 CNVt= . 
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envenomed Wrath, bites, ſcratches, mumbles, 
and tears the little Animal. 

Not with leſs Fury did Mrs. Partridge fly on 
the poor Pedagogue. Her Tongue, Teeth, and 
Hands fell all upon him at once. His Wig was 
in an Inſtant torn from his Head, his Shirt from 
his Back, and from his Face deſcended five Streams 
of Blood, denoting the Number of Claws with 
which Nature had unhappily armed the Enemy. 

Mr. Partridge acted for ſome Time on the de- 
ſenſive only: indeed he attempted only to guard 
his Face with his Hands; but as he found that 
his Antagoniſt abated nothing of her Rage, he 
thought he might, at leaſt, endeavour to difares 
her, dor rather to confine her Arms; in doing 
which, her Cap fell off in the Struggle, and her 
Hair being too ſhort to reach her Shoulders, 
erected itſelf on her Head; her Stays likewiſe, 
which were laced through one ſingle Hole at the 
Bottom, burſt open, and her Breaſts, which were 
much more redundant than her Hair, hung down 
below her Middle; her Face was likewiſe marked 
with the Blood of her Huſband; her Teeth 
gnaſhed with Rage ; and Fire, ſuch as ſparkles 
from a Smith's Forge, darted from her Eyes: fo 
that, all together, this Amazonian Heroine mizht 
have been an Object of Terror to a much bolder 
Man than Mr. ** 

He had, at length, the good Fortune, by get- 
ting Poſſeſſion of her Arms, to render thoſe Wea« 
pons, which ſhe wore at the Ends of her Fingers, 
uſeleſs; which ſhe no ſooner perceived, than the 
Softneſs of her Sex prevailed over her Rage, and 
ſhe preſently diſſolved in Tears, which ſoon after 
concluded in a Fit, 

. E That 
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That ſmall Share of Senſe which Mr. Par- 
tridge had hitherto preſerved through this Scene 
of Fury, of the Cauſe of which he was hitherto 
ignorant, now utterly abandoned him He ran 
inſtantly into the Street, hajlooing out, ihat his 
\ wage was in the Agonies of Death, and beſcech- 

ing the Neighbours to fly with the utmoſi Haſte 
to her Aſſiſtance. Several pood Women obeyed 


his Summons, who entering his Houſe, and ap- 


bY ying the uſual Remedies on ſuch Occaſions, 
is. Partricge was, at length, to the great Joy of 
her Huſband, brought to herſelf. 

As ſoon as ſhe had a little recolleted her Spi- 


rits, and ſomewhat compoſed herielt with a Cor- 


dial, ſhe began to inform the Company of the 


thanifold Injuries ſhe had received from her Huſ- 


band; who, {he ſaid, was not contented to in— 


Jure her in her Bed; but, upon her upbraiding - 


him with it, had thazted her in the crueleſt Man- 
ner imaginable ; had torn her Cap and Hair from 
her Head, and her Stays from her Body, giving 
her, at the ſame Time, ſeveral Blows, the Marks 
of which ſhe ſhould carry to the Grave. 


The poor Man, who bore on his Face many 


mote vifible Marks of the Indignation of his 
Wife, ſtood in ſilent Aſtoniſhment at this Accu- 


ſation ; which the Reader will, I believe, bear 


Witneſs for him, had greatly exceeded the Truth: 


for indeed he had not ſtruck her once; and this. 


Silence being interpreted to be a Confeſſion of the 
Charge, by the whole Court, they all began at 
once, una Vice, to rebuke and revile him, repeat- 
ing often, that none but a Coward ever ſtruck a 
Woman. 

Mr. Partridge bore all this patiently; but 


when his Wite appealed to the Blood on her Face, 
as 


* 
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as an Evidence of his Barbarity, he could not 
help laying Claim to his own Blood, for ſo it 
really was ; as he thought it very unnatural, that 
this ſhould riſe up (as we are taught that of a 
murdered Perſon often doth) in Vengeance againſt 
him. 

To this the Women made no other Anſwer, 
than that it was Pity it had not come from his 
Heart, inſtead of his Face; all declaring, that if 


their Huſbands ſhould lift their Hands againſt 


them, they would have their Heart's Bloods out of 
their Bodies. | 

After much Admonition for what was paſt, and 
much geod Advice to Mr. Partridge for his future 
Behaviour, the Company, at length, departed, 
and left the Huſband and Wife to a perſonal Con- 
ference together, in which Mr. Partridge ſoon 
learned the Cauſe of all his Sufferings, 


CHAF VT. 


Containing much Matter 15 exerciſe the Yudgment 
and Reflection of the Reader, 


1 it is a true Obſervation, that few Se- 
crets are divulged to one Perſon only; but 
certainly, it would be next to a Miracle, that a 
Fact of this Tind ſhould be known to a whole 
Pariſh, and not tranſpire any farther. 

And, indeed, a very few Days had paſt, before 


the Country, to uſe a common Phraſe, rung of 


the Schoolmaſter of Little Baddington, who was 
faid to have beaten his Wife in the moſt cruel] 
Manner. Nay, in ſome Places, it was reported 


he had murdered her; in others, that he had 


broke her Arms; in others, her Legs; in ſhort, 
8 E 2 there 
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pf conniving at the Folly of her Brother, which, 
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there was ſcarce an Injury which can be done to 
a human Creature, but what Mrs, Partirilge was 
ſomewhere or other affirmed to have received from 
her Huſband. | 

The Cauſe of this Quarrel was likewiſe vari- 
ouſly reported ; for, as ſome People ſaid that Mrs, 
Partridge had caught her Huſband in Bed with his 
Maid, ſo many other Reaſons, of a very different 
Kind, went abroad. Nay, ſome transferred the 
Guilt to the Wife, and the Jealouſy to the Huf- 
band. 

Mrs. 77i/iins had long ago heard of this Quar- 


rel; but, as a different Cauſe from the true one 


had reached her Ears, ſhe thought proper to con- 
ceal it; and the rather, perhaps, as the Blame was 
univerſally laid on Mr. Partridge ; and his Wife, 
when ſhe was Servant to Mrs. Al/worthy, had in 
ſomething oftended Mrs. Hiltins, who was not of 
a very forgiving Temper. . 
But Mrs. 7/:/kins, whoſe Eyes could fee Ob- 
jects at a Diſtance, and who could very well look 
forward a few Years into Futurity, had perceived 
a ſtrong Likelihood of Captain B//'s being here- 
after her Maſter; and, as ſhe plainly diſcerned, 
that the Captain bore no great Good-will to the 


little Foundling, ſhe fancied it would be render- 


ing him an agrecable Service, if ſhe could make 
any Diſcoveries that might leſſen the Affection 
which Mr, Alliborthy ſeemed to have contracted 
for this Child, and which gave viſible Uneaſineſs 
to the Captain; who could not entirely conceal it 
even before Aihuorihy himſelf ; though his Wife, 
who acted her Part much better in public, fre- 
quently recommended to him her own Example, 


ſhe 
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ſhe ſaid, ſhe at leaſt as well perceived, and as 
much reſented as any other poſſibly could. 

Mrs. J/ilkins having therefore, by Accident, 

gotten a true Scent of the above Story, though 
long after it had happened, failed not to ſatisfy 
herſelf thoroughly of all the Particulars; and then 
acquainted the Captain, that ſhe had at laſt diſ- 
covered the true Father of the little Baſtard, 
which ſhe was ſorry, ſhe ſaid, to ſee her Maſter 
loſs his Reputation in the Country, by taking ſo 
much Notice of. 
Ihe Captain chid her for the Concluſion of 
her Speech, as an improper Aſſurance in judging 
of her Maſter's Actions: For if his Honour, or 
his Underſtanding, would have ſuffered the Cap- 
tain to make an Alliance with Mrs. Milbins, his 
Pride would by no Means have admitted it, And, 
to ſay the Truth, there is no Conduct leis politic, 
than to enter into any Confederacy with your 
Friend's Servants, againſt theic Maſter, For, by 
theſe Means, you afterwards become the Slave of 
theſe very Servants, by whom you are conſtanily 
liable to be betrayed. And this Conſideration, 
perhaps, it was, which prevented Captain 54401 
from being more explicit with Mrs, /ilkins ; or 
from encouraging the Abuſe which ſhe had be- 
ſtowed on Alliborthy. = 

But though he declared no Satisfaction to Mrs. 
I/lkins at this Diſcovery, he enjoyed not a little 
from it in his own Mind, and telolved to make 
the beſt Uſe of it he was able. | 

He kept this Matter a long Time concealed 
within his own Breaſt, in Hopes that Mr. Al- 
worthy might hear it from ſome other Perſon ; 
but Mrs. //ilkins, whether ſhe reſented the Cap- 
tain's Behaviour, or whether his Cunning was 
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beyond her, and ſhe feared the Diſcovery might 
diſpleaſe him, never afterwards opened her Lips 
about the Matter. 

| have thought it ſomewhat flrange, upon Re- 
flection, that the Houſe-keeper never acquainted 
Mrs. Bil with this News, as Women are more 
inclined to communicate all Pieces of Intelligence 
to their own Sex, than to ours, The only Way, 
as it ap, ears to me, of ſolving this Difficulty, is, 
by imputing it to that Diſtance which was now 
grown between the Lady and the Houſe- keeper : 


Whether this aroſe from a Jealouſy in Mrs. Blif:/, 
that Wilkins ſhewed too great a R 


| e'pect to the 
Foundling; for while ſhe was endeavouring to 
ruin the little Infant, in order to ingratiate her- 
{elf with the Captain, ſhe was every Day more 
and more commending it before Alwortly, as his 
Fondneis for it every Day encreaſed. This, not- 
withſtanding all the Care ſhe took at other Times 
to expreſs the dire& contrary to Mrs, Blifil, per- 
haps offended that delicate Lady, who certainly 
now hated Mrs. Willis; and though ſhe did not, 
or poſſibly could not, abſolutely remove her, from 
her Place, ſhe found, however, the Means of 
making her Life very uneaſy. This Mrs. / 71 
fins, at length, ſo reſented, that ſhe very openly 
ſhewed all Manner of Reſpect and Fondnels te 
little Tommy, in Oppoſition to Mrs. Bifi. 

The Captain, therefore, finding the Story in 
Danger of periſhing, he at laſt took an Opportu- 
nity to reveal it himielt. 

He was one Day engaged with Mr. Alkvuorthy 
in a Diſcourſe on Charity : In which the Captain, 
with great Learning, proved to Vir. A!tkvorthy, 
that the Word Charity, in Scripture, no where 
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« The Chriſtian Religion, he ſaid, was inſti— 
tuted for much nobler Purpoſes, than to en- 
force a Leſſon which many Heathen Philoſo- 
phers had taught us long before, and which, 
though it might, perhaps, be called a moral Vir- 
tue, favoured” but little of that ſublime Chriſtian- 
like Diſpotition, that vaſt Elevation of Thought, 
in Purity approaching to angelic Perfection, to 
be attained, expreſſed, and felt only by Grace, 


Thoſe (he ſaid) came nearer to the Scripture 


Meaning, who underſtood by it Candour, or 
the forming of a benevolent Opinion of our 
Brethren, and paſſing a favourable Judgment 
on their Actions; a Virtue much higher, and 
more extenfive in its Nature, than a pitiful Di- 
ſtribution of Alms, which, though we would 
never ſo much prejudice, or even ruin our Fa- 
milies, could never reach many; whereas Cha- 
rity, in the other and truer Senſe, might be ex- 
tended to all Mankind.“ 

He faid, Conſidering who the Diſciples were, 
oy wou'd do abſurd to concetye the Doctrine of 
Generoſity, or giving Alms, to have been 


preached to them. And, as we could not well 


imagine this Doctrine ſhould be preached by its 
divine Author to Men who couſd not pradliſe 
it, much leſs ſhaſl we think it underſtood ſo by 
thoſe who can practiſe it, and do not, 


© But though, continued he, there is, I am 


af aid, little Merit in theſe Benefactions; there 
would, I muſt confeſs, be much Pleaſure in 
them to a good Mind, if it was not abated by 
one Conſideration. I mean, that we are liable 
to be impoſed upon, and to confer our choiceſt 
Favours often on the Undeſerving, as you mult 
own was your Caſe in your Bounty to that 
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worthleſs Fellow Partridge ; For two or three 
iuch Examples muſt greatly leſſen the inward 
Satisfaction, which a good Man would other- 
wife {ind in Generofity ; nay, may even make 
him timorous in beſtowing, leſt he ſhould be 
_ ot ſupporting Vice, and encouraging the 

Hitked; a Crime of a very black Dye, and 
for which it veil!l by no Means be a ſufficient 
Excuſe, that we have not actually intended ſuch 
an Encouragement; unleſs we have uſed the 
atm. oſt Caution in chuſing the Objects of our 


Beneßcence. A Conſideration which, I make 


no Doubt, hath greatly checked the Liberality 
of many a worthy and pious Man.“ 

Mr. Alwerthy anſwered, * He could not diſ- 
pute with the Captain in the Greet Language, 


and therefore could ſay nothing as to the true 


Senſe of the Word, which is tranſlated Charity ; 
but that he had always thought it was interpreted 
to conſiſt in Action, and that giving Alms con- 
ſtituted at leaſt one Branch of that Virtue, 

« As to the meritorious Part, he ſaid, he rea- 
dily agrecd with the Captain; for Where could 
ie the Llerit of barely diſcharging a Duty, 
which he ſaid, let the Word Charity have what 


Conftruction it would, it ſufficiently appeared to 


be from the whole Tenure of the New Teſta- 
ment? And as he thought it an indiſpenſable Duty, 
enjoined both by the "Chriſtian Law, and by the 
Law of Nature itſel{; ſo was it withal fo plea- 
ſant, that if any Duty could be ſaid to be its 
own Reward, or to pay us while we were dil- 
charging it, it was this. 
« To confeſs the Truth, ſaid he, there is one 
Degree of Generoſity, (of Charity I would have 
called it) which ſeems to have ſome Shew of 
c Merit, 
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Merit, and that is, where from a Principle of 
Benevolence, and Chriſtian Love, we beſtow 
on another what we really want ourſelves ; 
where, in order to leſſen the Diſtreſſes of ano- 
ther, we condeſcend to ſhare ſome Partof them, 
by giving what even our own Necethties can- 
not well ſpare. This is, I think, meritorious 
but to relieve our Brethren only with our Su- 
perfluities; to be charitable (I muſt uſe the 
Word) rather at the Expence of our Coffers 
than ourſelves; to fave ſeveral Families from 
Miſery rather than hang up an extraordinary 
Picture in our Houſes, or gratify any other idle, 
ridiculous Vanity, this ſeems to be only being 
Chriſtians, nay indeed, only being human Crea- 


tures. Nay, I will venture to go farther, it 1s 


being in ſome degree Epicures : For what could 
the greateſt Epicure wiſh rather than to eat with 
many Mouths inſtead of one? which I think 
may be predicated of any one who knows that 
the Bread of many is owing to his own Largeſſes. 
As to the Apprehenſion of heſtowing Bounty 
on ſuch as may hereafter prove unworthy Ob- 
jects, becauſe many have proved ſuch ; ſurely 
it can never deter a good Man from Genero- 
tity: I do not think a few or many Examples 
of Ingratitude can juſtify a Man's hardening 
his Heart againſt the Diſtreſſes of his Fellow- 
Creatures; nor do ] believe it can ever hav 

ſuch Effect on a truly benevolent Mind. No— 
thing leſs than a Perſuaſton of univerſal Depra- 
vity can lock up the Charity of a good Man; 
and this Perſuaſion muſt lead him, [ think, 
either into Atheiſm, or Enthuſiaſm ; but ſurely 


it is unfair to argue ſuch univerſa] Depravit ty 


— 
from a few vicious Individuals; nor was this, 


1 I be- 
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I believe, ever done by a Man, who upon 
* ſearching his own Mind found one certain Ex- 
ception to the general Rule.“ He then conclud- 
ed by aſking. © who that Partridge was, whom he 
had called a worthleſs Fellow ?” 

I mean, ſaid the Captain, Partridge the Bar- 
ber, the Schoolmaſter, what do you call him? 
« Partridge, the Father of the little Child which 
you found in your Bed.” 

Mr. Alkworthy expreſt great Surprize at this 
Account, and the Captain as great at his Igno- 
rance of it: For he ſaid, he had known it above 
a Month, and at length recollected with much 
Difficulty, that he was told it by Mrs. F/ulkims. 

Upon this, //iliins was immediately ſum- 
moned, who having confirmed what the Captain 
ha! ſa d, was by Mr. AHilꝛworthy, by and with the 


Caot: in's Advice, diſpatched to Little Baddington, 


to inform herſelf of the "Truth of the Fact: For 
the Captain expreſt great Diflike at all haſty Pro- 
ceedings in criminal iviatters, and faid he would 
by no Means have Mr. 4!wortty take any Refo- 


lution either to the Prejudice of the Child, or its 


Father, before he was ſatisfied that the latter was 
guilty : For tho' he had privately fatisfied himſelf 


of this from one of Partridge's Neighbours, yet 


he was too generous to give any ſuch Evidence to 
Mr. Alkwvorthy. 
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CHAP. Vh 


The Trial of Partridge, the Schoolmaſter, for In 
continency ; The Evidence of his Il if; A fhart Re— 
fleetion on the Wiſdom of our Law with other 
grave Matters, which thiſe will like beſt who un- 
do ftand them mo/t. | : 


T may be wondered, that a Story ſo well 
known, and which had furniſhed ſo much 
Matter of Converſation, ſhould never have been 
mentioned to Mr. Athvorthy himſelf, who was per- 
haps the only Perſon in that Country who had 
never heard of it. 

To account in ſome meaſure for this to the 
Reader, I thivk proper to inform him, that there 
was no one in the Kingdom leſs intereſted in op- 
poſing that Doctrine concerning the Meaning of 
the Word Charity, which hath been ſeen in the 
preceding Chapter, than our good Man. Indeed, 
he was equally entitled to this Virtue in either 
denſe : For as no Man was ever more ſenſible of 
the Wants, or more ready to relieve the Diſtreſſes 
of others; ſo none could be more tender of their 
Characters, or ſlower to believe any thing to their 
Diſadvantage. | 

Scandal, therefore, never found any Acceſs to 
his Table: For, as it hath been long ſince ob- 
ſerved, that you may know a Man by his Com- 
panions; fo | will venture to ſay, that by attend- 
Ing to the Converſation at a great Man's Table, 
you may ſatisfy yourſelf of his Religion, his Po- 
Jitics, his Taſte, and indeed of his entire Diſpoſi- 
tion: For tho' a few odd Fellows will utter their 
own Sentiments in all Places, yet much the greater 

E 6 Part 
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Part of Mankind have enough of the Courtier to 


accommodate their Converſation to the Taſte and 
Inclination of their Superiors. 


But to return to Mrs, Wilkins, who having 


executed her Commiſſion with great Dilpatch, 
tho' at fifteen Miles Diſtance, brought back ſuch 
a Confirmation of the Schoolmaſter's Guilt, that 
Mr. Avorthy determined to fend for the Crimi- 
nal, and examine him viva voce. Mr. Partridge, 
therefore, was ſummoned to attend, in order to 
his Defence (if he could make any) againſt this 
Accuſation. 

At the Time appointed, before Mr. Allworthy 
himſelf, at Paradiſe-Hall, came as well the ſaid 
Partridge, with Anne his 2 as Mrs, Milbius, 
his Accuſer. 


And now Mr, Allworthy being ſeated in the 


Chair of Juſtice, Mr. Partridge was brought be- 
fore him. Having heard his Accuſation from the 
Mouth of Mrs. Wilkins, he pleaded, Not guilty, 
making many vehement Proteſtations of his In- 
nocence. 

Mrs. Partridge was then examined, who, af- 
ter a modeſt Apology for being obliged to ſpeak 
the Truth againſt her Huſband, related all the 
Circumftances with which the Reader hath already 
been acquainted; and at laſt concluded with her 
Huſband's Confeſſion of his Guilt. 

W hether ſhe had forgiven him or no, I will 
not venture to determine: But it is certain, ſhe 
was an unwilling Witneſs in this Cauſe, and it is 
probable, from certain other Reaſons, would ne- 
ver have been brought to depoſe as ſhe did, had 
not Mrs. Hillins, with great Art, fiſhed all out 
of her, at her own Houſe, and had ſhe not in- 
deed made Promiſes in Mr. AMleborthy's Name, 

| that 
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that the Puniſhment of her Huſband ſhould not be 
ſuch as might any wiſe affect his Family. 


Partridge ſtill perſiſted in aſſerting his Inno- 


cence, tho' he admitted he had made the above- 
mentioned Confeſſion; which he however en- 
deavoured to account for, by proteſting that he 
Was forced into it by the continual Importunity 
ſhe uſed, who vowed, that as ſhe was ſure of his 
Guilt, ſhe would never leave tormenting him till 
he had owned it, and faithfully promiſed, that in 
ſuch Caſe, ſhe would never mention it to him 


more, 
faliely 


Hence, he ſaid, he had been induced 
to confeſs himſelf guilty, tho' he was in- 


nocent; and that he believed he ſhould have con- 
feſt a Murder from the ſame Motive. 


Mrs. Partridge could not bear this Imputation 


with Patience ; and having no other Remedy, in 
the preſent Place, but Tears, ſhe called forth a 
plentiful Aſſiſtance from them, and then addreſſ- 
ing herſelf to Mr. Allworthy, ſhe ſaid, (or rather 
cried) May it pleaſe your Worſhip, there ne- 
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ſtance of his Falſehood to me. 


under my own Roof; 


ver was any poor Woman fo injured as I am 
by that baſe Man: For this is not the only In- 
No, may it 
pleaſe your Worſhip, he hath injured my Bed 
many's the good time and often. I could have 
put up with his Drunkenneſs and Neglect of 
his Buſineſs, if he had not broke one of the 
ſacred Commandiments. Beſides, if it had been 
out of Doors, I had not mattered it fo much; 

but with my own Servant, in my own Houſe, 
to defile my own chaſte 
Bed, which to be ſure he hath with his beaſtly 
ſtinking Whores, Ves, you Villain, you have 
defiled my own Bed, you have; and then you 


have charged me with bullzcking you into own- 
b ing 


2 
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ing the Truth. It is very likely, an't pleaſe 
your Worſhip, that I ſhould bullock him.— 
I have Marks enow about my Body to ſhew 
of his Cruelty to me. If you had been a Man, 
you Villain, you would have ſcorned to injure 
a Woman in that Manner. But you an't half 


a Man, you know it. Nor have you been 
halt a Huſband to me. You need run after 
Whores, you need, when I'm ſure And 
ſince he provokes me, I am ready, an't pleaſe 
your Worſhip, to take my bodily Oath, that 
found them a bed together, What, you have 
forgot, | ſuppoſe, when you beat me into a 
Fit, and made the Blood run down my Fore— 
head, becauſe 1 only civilly taxed you with 
your Adultery! But I can prove it by all my 
Neighbours. You have almoſt broke my Heart, 
you have, you have.“ 

Here Mr. Ailworthy interrupted, and begged 
her to be pacificd, promiſing her that ſhe ſhould 


. . Oo IP 


have Juſtice ; then turning to Partridge, who 


ſtood aghaſt, one half of his Wits being hurried 
away by Lorprize, and the other half by Fear, he 
ſaid, he was ſorry to ſee there was ſo wicked a 
Man in the World. He aſſured him that his 
prevaiicating and lying backward and forward 
was a great Apgravation of his Guilt; for- 
which, the only Atonement he could make, 


was by Confeſſion and Repentance. He exhorted 


him, therefore, to begin by immediately confeſſ- 
ing the Fact, and not to perſiſt in denying what 


was ſo plainly proved againſt him, even by his 
own Wife. 


Here, Reader, I beg your Patience a Mo- 
ment, while I make a juſt Compliment to the 
great Wiſdom and Sagacity of our Law, which 

refuſes 
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refuſes to admit the Evidence of a Wife for or 
_ againſt her Huſband, This, ſays a certain learn 
ed Author, who, I believe, was never quoted 
before in any but a Law-book, would be the 
Means of creating an eternal Diſſention between 
them. It would, indeed, be the Means of much 
Perjury, and of much Whipping, Fining, Im- 
priſoning, "Tranſporting, and Hanging. 

Partridge ſtood a while ſilent, till being bid to 
| ſpeak, he ſaid, he had already ſpoken the Truth, 
and appealed to Heaven for his Innocence, and 
laſtly, to the Girl herſelf, whom he deſired his 
Worſhip immediately to fend for; for he was ig- 
norant, or at leaſt pretended to be fo, that ſhe 
had left that part of the Country. 

Mr. Alliborthy, whoſe natural Love of Juſtice, 
Joined to his Coolneſs of Temper, made him al- 
ways a moſt patient Magiitrate in heating all the 
Witneſſes which an accuſed Perſon could produce 
in his Defence, agreed to defer his final Determi- 
nation of this Matter, till the Arrival of 7enny, for 
whom he immediately diſpatched a Meſlenger ; 
and then having recommended Peace between 
Partridge and his Wife, (tho' he addrefled him- 
ſelf chiefly to the wrong Perſon) he appointed 
them to attend again the third Day: For he had 
ſent Jenny a whole Day's Journey from his own 
Houle. | 

At the appointed Time the Parties all aſſem- 
bled, when the Meſſenger returning brought 
Word, that Fenny was not to be found: For that 
ſhe had left her Habitation a few Days before, 
in company with a recruiting Officer. 

Mr. Aliworthy then declared, that the Evi- 
dence of ſuch a Slut, as ſhe appe eared to be, would 
have ee no Credit; 3 but he ſaid he could 
not 


3 — — —ͤ—H — 


—— — 


- 5 — 
. — — 
— pu = £ 2 _ — — — 
T —. — 1 = 2 — 2 = — 
— — 3 — — * * - — bn ES, - — — 2 — — — — — 
. * TR; > —_ <5 = — os — — — 
—_— c — N * ay < e — 
6 22 — = 
: _— - - — 


—— 
- — 2 — 


— 
— 


— 


22 — 


38 The HISTORY of 


Book II. 


not help thinking, that had ſhe been preſent, and 
would have declared the Truth, ſhe muſt have 
confirmed what ſo many Circumſtances, together 
with his own Confeſſion, and the Declaration of 
his Wife, that ſhe had caught her Huſband in 
the Fact, did ſufficiently prove. He therefore 
once more exhorted Partriage to confeſs; but he 
{ſtill avowing his Innocence, Mr. Al/weorthy de- 
clared himſelf ſatisfied of his Guilt, and that he 
was too bad a Man to receive any Encourage- 
ment from him. He therefore deprived him of his 
Annuity, and recommended Repentance to him, 
on account of another World, and Induſtry to 
maintain himſelf and his Wite in this, 

There were not, perhaps, many more unhap- 
py Perſons than poor Partridee. He had loſt. 
the beſt Part of his Income by the Evidence af 
his Wife, and yet was daily upbraided by her for 
having, among other Things, been the Occaſion 


of depriving her of that Benefit: But ſuch was 


his une, and he was obliged to ſubmit to it. 
Tho' I called him, poor Partridge, in the laſt 
Paragraph, I would have the Reader rather im- 
pute that Epithet to the Compaſſion of my Tem- 
per, than conceive it to be any Declaration of 
his Innocence. Whether he was innocent or not, 
will perhaps appcar hereafter ; but if the Hiſtoric- 
Mule hath eniruited me with any Secrets, I will 
by no Means be guilty cf diſcovering them till 


ihe ſhall give me Leave, 


Here, therefore, the Reader muſt ſuſpend his 


Curioſity. Certain it is, that Whatever was the 
Truth of the Caſe, there was Evidence more 
than ſufficient to convict him before Allworthy ; 


indeed much leis would have fatisficd a Bench of 


Juitices on an Order of Paſtardy; and yet, not- 
withitand- 
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withſtanding the Poſitiveneſs of Mrs. Partridge, 
who would have taken the Sacrament upon the 
Matter, there is a Poſſibility that the Schoolma- 
ſter was entirely innocent: For tho' it appeared 
clear, on comparing the Time when Jenny de- 
parted from Little Baddington, with that of her 
Delivery, that ſhe had there conceived this In- 
fant, yet it by no Means followed, of Neceſlity, 
that Partridge muſt have been its Father: For, 
to omit other Particulars, there was in the ſame 
Houſe a Lad near Eighteen, between whom, and 
eum, there had ſubſiſted ſufficient Intimacy to 
found a reaſonable Suſpicion ; and yet ſo blind is 
Jealouſy, this Circumftance never once entered 
into the Head of the enraged Wife, 

Whether Partridge repented or not, according 
to Mr. Allworthy's Advice, is not ſo apparent. 
Certain it is, that his Wife repented heartily af 
the Evidence ſhe had given againſt him; eſpeci- 
ally when ſhe found Mrs. Deborah had deceived 
her, and refuſed to make any Applicaticn to Mr, 
Aliworthy on her Behalf, She had, however, 
ſomewhat better Succeſs with Mrs. Blifil, who 
was, as the Reader muſt have perceived, a much 
better-tempered Woman; and very kindly under- 
took to ſollicit her Brother to reſtore the Annuity. 
In which, tho' Good-nature might have ſome 
Share, yet a ſtronger and more natural Motive 
will appear in the next Chapter. 

— Theſe Sollicitations were nevertheleſs unſucceſs- 
ful: For tho' Mr. Alliborthy did not think, with 

ſome late Writers, that Mercy conſiſts only in 
puniſhing Offenders; yet he was as far from 
thinking that it is proper to this excellent Quality 
to pardon great Criminals wantonly, without any 
Reaſon whatever, Any Doubtfulneſs of the Fact, 

| or 
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or any Circumſtanee of Mitigation was never diſ- 
regarded; but the Petitions of an Offender, or 
the Interceſions of others, did not in the leaſt 
affect him. In a Word, he never pardoned, be— 
cauſe the Offender himſelf, or his Friends, were 
unwiliing that he ſhould be puniſhed, 

Partridge and his Wife were therefore both 
obliged to ſubmit to their Fate; which was indeed 
ſevere enough: For ſo far was he from doubling 
his Induſtry on the Account of his leſſened In- 
come, that he did in a Manner abandon himſelt 
to Deſpair; and as he was by Nature indolent, 
that Vice now encreaſed upon him, by which 
Means he loſt the little School he bad; ſo that 
neither his Wife nor himſelf would have had 
any Bread to eat, had not the Charity of ſome good 
Chriftian interpoſed, and provided them with what 
was juſt ſufficient for their Suſtenance. 

As this Support was conveyed to them by an 
unknown Hand, they imagined, and fo, I doubt 
not, will the Reader, that Mr. Alkvorthy himſelf 
was their ſecret Benefactor; who, though he 
would not openly encourage Vice, could yet pri- 
vately relieve the Dilireties of the Vicious them- 
ſclves, when theſe became too exquiſite and diſ- 
proportionate to their Demerit. In which Light, 
their Wretchedneſs appeared now to Fortune her- 
ſelf; for ſhe at length took Pity on this miſcrabl= 
Couple, and conſiderably leſſened the wretched 
State of Partridge, by putting a final End to that 
of his Wife, who ſoun after caught the Small- 
Pox, and died. | 

Tue Juſtice which Mr. Allworthy had executed 
on Part idge, at firſt met with univerſal Appro- 
bation ; but no ſooner had he felt its Conſequences, 
than his Neighbours began to relent, and to 

com- 
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compaſſionate his Caſe; and preſently after, to 
lame that as Rigour and Severity, which they 
before called Juſtice, They now exclaimed againſt 
puniſhing in cold Blood, and ſang forth the Praiſes 
of Mercy and Forgiven:1s. 

"Theſe Cries were conſiderably encreaſed by the 
Death of Mrs. Partridge, which tho' owing to 
the Diſtemper above-mentioned, which is no Con- 
{-quence of Poverty or Diſtreſs, many were not 
athamed to impute to Mr. Allworthy's Severity, or, 
as they now termed it, Cruelty. 

Partridge, having now loſt his Wife, his 
School, and his Annuity, and the unknown Per- 
j:2 having now diſcontinued the laſt- mentioned 
Charity, reſolved to change the Scene, and left 
the Country, where he was in Danger of ſtarvin 
viich the univerſal Compaſſion of all his Neigh- 
hours. 


CHAP, vl. 
Hort Sketch of that Felicity which prudent Couples 
may extract from Hatred; with a fhort Apology 


for thoſe People who over-look Imnper fections in their 
Friends. | 


H O' the Captain had effectually demoliſhed 
poor Partridge, yet had he not reaped the 


Harveſt he hoped for, which was to turn the 


Foundling out of Mr. Aihkvorthy's Houſe. 

On the contrary, that Gentleman grew every 
Day fonder of little Tommy, as if he intended to 
counterbalance his Severity to the Father with 


extraordinary Fondneſs and Affection towards the 


This 


Son. 
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This a good deal ſoured the Captain's Tem- 
per, as did all the other daily Inſtances of Mr. 
Altworthy's Generoſity: For he looked on all 
ſuch Largeſſes to be Diminutions of his own 
Wealth. | 

In this, we have ſaid, he did not agree with 
his Wife; nor, indeed, in any Thing elſe : For 
tho' an Affection placed on the Underitanding is, 
by many wite Perſons, thought more durable than 
that which is founded on Beauty, yet it happened 
otherwiſe in the preſent Caſe, Nay, the Under- 
ſtandings of this Couple were their principal Bone 
of Contention, and one great Cauſe of many 
Quarrels, which, from Time to Time, aroſe be- 
tween them ; and which at laſt ended, on the Side 
of the Lady, in a ſovereign Contempt for her Huſ- 
band; and on the Huſband's, in an utter Abhor- 
rence of his Wife. | 

As theſe had both exerciſed their Talents chief- 
ly in the Study of Divinity, this was, from their 
firſt Acquaintance, the moſt common Topic of 
Converſation between them. The Captain, like 
a well-bred Man, had, before Marriage, always 
given up his Opinion to that of the Lady; and 
this not in the clumſy aukward Manner of a 
conceited Blockhead, who, while he civilly yields 
to a Superior in an Argument, is defirous of be- 
ing ſtil] known to think himſelf in the Right. 
The Captain, on the contrary, tho' one of the 
proudeſt Fellows in the World, fo abfoluteiy 
yielded the Victory to his Antagoniſt, that ſhe, 
who had not the leaſt Doubt of his Sincerity, re- 
tired always from the Diſpute, with an Admira- 
tion of her own Underſtanding, and a Love for 


Mis. | 
"LI But 
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But tho' this Complaiſance to one whom the 
Captain thoroughly deſpiſed, was not ſo uneaſy to 
him, as it would have been, had any Hopes of 
Preferment made it neceſſary to ſhew the ſame 
. Submiſſion to a Hyoadl:y, or to ſome other of 
great Reputation in the Science; yet even this 
coſt him too much to be endured without ſome 
Motive. Matrimony, therefore, having removed 

all ſuch Motives, he grew weary of this Conde» 
ſcenſion, and began to treat the Opinions of his 
Wife with that Haughtineſs and Inſolence, which 
none but thoſe who deſerve ſome Contempt them< 
ſelves, can beſtow, and thoſe only who deſerve no 
Contempt can bear, 

When the firſt Torrent of Tenderneſs was 
over, and when, in the calm and long Interval 
between the Fits, Reaſon began to open the Eyes 
of the Lady, and ſhe ſaw this Alteration of 
Behaviour in the Captain, who, at length, aniwer- 
ed all her Arguments only with 77 "and Phhaw, 
ſhe was far from enduring the Indignity with a 

tame Submiſſion. Indeed, it at firſt fo highly pro- 

voked her, that it might have produced ſome tra- 
gical Event, had it not taken a more harmleſs 
Turn, by filling her with the utmoſt Contempt 
for her Huſband's Underſtanding, which ſome- 
what qualified her Hatred towards him; tho? of 
this likewiſe ſhe had a pretty moderate Share, 

The Captain's Hatred to her was of a purer 
Kind: For as to any Imperfections in her Know- 
ledge or Underſtanding, he no more deſpiſed her 
for them than for her not being ſix Fect high. In 
his Opinion of the female Sex, he excceded the 
Moroſeneſs of Ari/?ct!: lk He looked on a 
Woman as on an Animal of domeſtic Uſe, of 
ſomewhat higher Conſideration than a Cat, ſince 

her 
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5 
her Offices were of rather more Importance; but | 
$ the Difference between theſe two, was, in his 
| Eftimation, ſo ſmall, that, in his Marriage con- 
l. tracted with Mr. Altvorthy's Lands and Tene- 
ll ments, it would have been pretty equal which of 
1 them he had taken into the Bargain. And yet ſo a 
tendet was his Pride, that it felt the Contempt ; 
which his Wite row began to expreſs towards 
|| him; and this, aèded to the Surfeit he had be- 
fore taken of her Love, created in him a Degree 
of Diſguſt and Abhorrence, perhaps hardly to be 
[| exceeded. 13 
| One Situation only of the married State is ex- 
cluded from Pleaſure ; and that is, a State of la- 
difference: but as many of my Readers, I hope, 
know what an exquitite Delight there is in con- | 
1 veying Pleaſure to a beloved Object, ſo ſome few, 
. I am afraid, may have experienced the Satisfaction 
4 of tormenting one we hate. It is, I apprehend, ; 
to come at this latter Pleaſure, that we fee both « 
Sexes often give up that Eaſe in Marriage, which | 
they might otherwiſe poſſeſs, tho' their Mate was 
never ſo diſagreeable to them. Hence the Wife 
often puts on Fits of Love and Jealouſy, nay, 
5 even denies berſelf any Pleaſure, to diſturb and 
MN prevent thoſe of her Huſband ; and he again, in 
| return, puts frequent Reſtraints on himſelf, and : 
ſtays at Home in Company which he diſlikes, in 
bller to confine his Wife to what ſhe equally de- i 
teſts, Hence too muſt flow thoſe Tears which a | 
Widow ſometimes fo plentifully ſheds over the 
Aſhes of a Huſband, with whom ſhe led a Life 
of conſtant Diſquiet and Turbulency, and whom 
now ſhe can never hope to torment any more. 
But if ever any Couple enjoyed this Pleature, 
it was at preſent experienced by the Captain * 
4 14s 
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his Lady. It was always a ſufficient Reaſon to 


either of them to be obſtinate in any Opinion, 


that the other had previouſly aſſerted the contrary. 
If the one propoſed any Amuſement, the other 


conſtantly objected to it: They never loved or 


hated, commended or abuſed, the ſame Perſon, 


And for this Reaſon, as the Captain looked with 


an evil Eye on the little Foundling, his Wife 
began now to careſs it almoſt equally with her 
own Child, | 

The Reader will be apt to conceive, that this 
Behaviour between the Huſhind and Wife did 
not greatly contribute to Mr. Allwrthy's Repoſe, 
25 it tended ſo little to that ferene Happinets which 
he had propoſcd to al! three, from this Alliance 
but the P'ruth is, tho' he might be a little diſap- 
pointed in his ſanguine Expectations, vet he was 
far from being agquainted with the whole Matter : 
For, as the Capiain was, from certain obvious 


Reaſons, much on his Guard before him, the 
Lady was obliced, for ſeir of her Brother's Dif- 


pleaſure, to purſue the ſame Conduct. In Fact, 
it is poſſibie tor a third Perſon to be very intimate, 
day even to live long in the fame Houſe, with a 
married Couple, who have any tolerable Diſcre- 
tion, and not even gueſs at the four Sentiments 
which they bear to each other: For tho? the whole 


Day may be ſometimes too ſhort for Hatred, as 


well as for Love; yet the many Hours which they 
naturally ſpend together, apart from all Obſervers, 


furniſh People of tolerable Moderation, with fuch 


ample Opportunity for the Enjoyment of cither 
Paſſion, that if they love, they can ſupport Be- 
ing a few Hours in Company, without toying, or 
if they hate, without ſpitting in each others 


It 


96 The HISTORY of Book II. 
It is poſſible, however, that Mr. Alliworthy ſaw 
enough to render him a little uneaſy; for we are 
not always to conclude, that a wiſe Man is not 
Hurt, becauſe he doth not cry out and lament 
himſelf, like thoſe of a childiſh or effeminate 
"Temper. But indeed it is poſſible he might fee 
ſome Faults in the Captain, without any Uneaſi- 
neſs at all: For Men of true Wiſdom and Good- 
neſs are contented to take Perſons and T hings as 
they are, without complaining of their Imperfec- 
tions, or attempting to amend them. They can 
ſee a Fault in a Friend, a Relation, or an Ac- 
quaintance, without ever mentioning it to the 
Parties themſelves, or to any others; and this 
often without the leaſt leſſening their Affection. 
Indeed, unleſs great Diſcernment be tempered 
with this overlooking Diſpoſition, we ought never 
to contract Friendſhip but with a Degree of Folly 
which we can deceive: For I hope my Friends 
will pardon me, when I declare, J know none of 
them without a Fault; and I ſhould be ſorry if I 
could imagine I had any Friend who could not 
ſee mine, Forgiveneſs, of this Kind, we give 
and demand in Turn. It is an Exerciſe of Friend- 
ſhip, and, perhaps, none of the leaſt pleaſant, 
And this Forgiveneſs we muſt beſtow, without 
Deſire of Amendment. There is, perhaps, no 
ſurer Mark of Folly, than an Attempt to correct 
the natural Infirmities of thoſe we love. The 
fineſt Compoſition of human Nature, as well as 
the fineſt China, may have a Flaw in it ; and this, 
I am afraid, in either Cafe, is equally incurable ; 
though, nevertheleſs, the Pattern may remain of 
the higheſt Value. | 
| Upon the whole then, Mr, Alluortly certainly 
ſaw ſome ImperfeCtions in the Captain; but, as 
this 
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this was a very artful Man, and eternally upon his 
Guard before him, theſe appeared to him no more 
than Blemiſhes in a good Character ; which his 
Goodneſs made him overlook, and his Wiſdom 
prevented him from diſcovering to the Captain 
himſelf. Very different would have been his Sen- 
timents, had he diſcovered the whole; which, 
perhaps, would, in Time, havk been the Caſe, 
had the Huſband and Wife long continued this 
Kind of Behaviour to each other: but this kind 
Fortune took effectual Means to prevent, by 
forcing the Captain to do that which rendered 
him again dear to his Wife, and reſtored all her 
Tenderneſs and Affection towards him. 


CHAP. VII 
A Receipt to regain the leſt Aﬀettions of a Miß, 


which hath never been known to fail in the me/t 
deſperate Cafes, 


T HE Captain was made large Amends for the 
unpleaſant Minutes which he paſled in the 
Converſation of his Wife, (and which were as 
few as he could contrive to make them) by the 
pleaſant Meditations he enjoyed when alone, 
Theſe Meditations were entirely employed on 
Mr. A!kvorthy's Fortune; for firſt, he exerciſed 
much Thought in calculating, as well as he could, 
the exact Value of the whole; which Cilcula- 
tions he often ſaw Occaſion to alter in his own 
Favour: And ſecondly, and chiefly, he pleated him- 
ſelf with intended Alterations in the Houſe and 
Gardens, and in projecting many other Schemes, 
as well for the Improvement of the Eſtate, as of 
the Grandeur of the Place. For this Purpoſe he 
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applied himſelf to the Studies of Architecture and 
Gardening, and read over many Books on both 
theſe Subjects; for theſe Sciences, indeed, em- 
ployed his whole Time, and formed his only 
Amuſement. He, at laſt, compleated a moſt ex- 
cellent Plan; and very ſorry we are, that it is not 
in our Power to preſent it to our Reader, ſince 
even the Luxury of the preſent Ape, I believe, 
would hardly match it. It had, indeed, in a ſu- 
perlative Degree, the two principal Ingredients 


which ſerve. to recommend all great and noble 


Deſigns of this Nature; for it required an immo- 
derate Expence to execute, and a vaſt Length of 
Time to bring it to any Sort of Perfection. The 
former of theſe, the immenſe Wealth of which 
the Captain ſuppoſed Mr. Alliborthy poſſeſſed, and 
which he thought himſelf ſure of inheriting, pro— 
miſed very effectually to ſupply ; and the latter, 
the Soundneſs of his own Conſtitution, and his 
Time of Life, which was only what is called 
Middle Age, removed all Apprehenſion of his not 
living to accompliſh. 
Nothing was wanting to enable him to enter 
upon the immediate Execution of this Plan, but 
the Death of Mr. Hlliuortly; in calculating which 
he had employed much of his own Algebra, be— 
ſides purchaſing every Book extant that treats of 
the Value of Lives, Reverſions, Sc. From all 
which he fatisfied himſelf, that as he had cvery 
Day a Chance of this happening, ſo had he more 
than an even Chance of its happening within a 

few Years. , | 
But while the Captain was one Day buſted in 
deep- Contemplations of this Kind, one of the 
moſt unlucky, as well as unſeaſonable Accidents, 
happened to him. The utmoſt Malice of For- 
| tune 
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tune could, indeed, have contrived nothing ſo 
cruel, ſo mal-i-propos, ſo abſolutely deſtructive to 
all his Schemes. In ſhort, not to keep the Rea- 
der in long Suſpence, juſt at the very Inſtant when 
his Heart was exulting in Meditations on the 
Happineſs which would accrue to him by Mr. All- 
worthy's Death, he himſelf died of an Apo- 
plexy. | 

This unfortunately befell the Captain as he 
was taking his Evening-Walk by himſelf, fo that 
no Body was preſent to lend him any Aſſiſtance, 
if indeed any Aſſiſtance could have preſerved him, 
He took, therefore, Meaſure of that Proportion 
of Soil, which was now become adequate to all 
his future Purpoſes, and he lay dead on the 
Ground, a great (tho' not a living) Example of 
the Truth of that Obſervation of Horace: 


© Ty fecanda marmora 
Locas ſub ipſum funus : & ſepulchra 


im memor, flruts domos. 


Which Sentiment, I ſhall thus give to the Englih 
Reader: You provide the nobleſt Materials for 
Building, when a Pick-ax and a Spade are only 
* neceſſary; and build Houſes of five Hundred 
© by a hundred Feet, forgetting that of ſix by 
two.“ h 


La 
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CHAP. IX, 
A Proof of the Infallibility of the foregoing Re- 
ceipt, in the Lamentations of the Widow ; with 


other ſuitable Decorations of Death, ſuch as Phy- 
ficians, &c. and an Epitaph in the true Stile. 


R. Aitworthy, his Siſter, and another Lady, 
were aſſembled at the accuſtomed Hour 
in the Supper-Room, where having waited a con- 
ſiderable L'ime longer than uſual, Mr. Alliborthy 
firſt declared he began to grow uneaſy at the 


Captain's Stay ; (for he was always moſt punctual 


at his Meals,) and gave Orders that the Bell ſhould 
be rung without the Doors, and eſpecially to- 
wards thoſe Walks which the Captain was wont 
to uſe. 

All theſe Summons proving ineffeQual, (for 
the Captain had, by perverſe Accident, betaken 
himſelf to a new Walk that Evening) Mrs. B!:- 


fil declared ſhe was ſeriouſly frightened. Upon 


which the other Lady, who was one of her moſt 
intimate Acquaintance, and who well knew the 
true State of her Aﬀections, endeavoured all ſhe 
could to pacify her; telling her To be ſure ſhe 


could not help b:ing uneaſy ; but that ſhe ſhould 


hope the beſt; that, perhaps, the Sweetneſs of 
the Evening had enticed the Captain to go farther 
than his uſval Walk; or he might be detained at 
ſome Neighbour's. Mrs. Bliſil anſwered, No; 
ſhe was ſure ſome Accident had befallen him: 
for that he would neve: ſtay out without ſending 
her Word, as he muſt know how unczſy it would 
make her. The other Lady, having no other 
Arguments to uſe, betook herſelf to the Entrea- 
ties 
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ties uſual on ſuch Occaſions, and begged her not 
to frighten herſelf, for it might be of very ill 
Conſequence to her own Health; and, filling out 
a very large Glaſs of Wine, adviſed, and at laſt 
prevailed with, her to drink it. 

Mr. Aikvorthy now returned into the Parlour ; 
for he had bcen himſelf in Search after the Cap- 
tain, His Countenance ſufficiently ſhewed the 


Conſternation he was under, which, indeed, had 


a good deal deprived him of Speech ; but as Grief 
operates variouſly on different Minds, ſo the ſame 
Apprehenſion which depreſſed his Voice, elevated 
that of Mrs. Blifl, She now began to bewail 
herfelf in very bitter Terms, and Floods of Tears 
accompanicd her Lamentations, which the Lady, 
her Companion, declared ſhe could not blame; 
but, at the ſame Time, diſſuaded her from in- 
dulging; attempting to moderate the Grief of 
her Friend, by philoſophical Obſervations on the 
many Diſappointments to which human Lite 1s 


daily ſubject, which, ſhe faid, was a ſufficient 


| Conſideration to fortify our Minds againſt any 
Accidents, how ſudden or tcrrible ſoever. She 
ſaid, her Brother's Example ought to teach her 
Patience, who, tho' indeed he could not be ſup- 
poled as much concerned as herſelf, yet was, 
doubtleſs, very uneaſy, tho' his Reſignation to the 
Divige Will had reſtrained his Grief within due 
Bounds, 
* U.Jention not my Brother,“ ſaid. Mrs. Bl:7l, 
| alone am the Object of your Pity, What are 
the Terrors of Friendſhip to what a Wife feels 
on theſe Occattons? O he is loſt! Somebody 
bath murdered him — I ſhall never ſee him 
more'—Here a Torrent of Tears had the ſame 
Conſequence with what the Suppreſſion had oc- 
9 caſioned 
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caſioned to Mr, Alliworihy, and ſhe remained 
ſilent. 

At this Interval, a Servant came running in, 
out of Breath, and cried out, Ihe Captain was 
* found ;* and, before he could proceed farther, 
he was followed by two more, bearing the dead 
Body between them. 

Here the curious Reader may obſerve another 
Diverſity in the Operations of Grief : For as Mr. 
Ailkvorthy had been before filent, from the ſame 
(Cauſe which had made his Siſter vociferous; fo 
did the preſent Sight, which drew Tears from the 
Gentleman, put an entire Stop to thoſe of the 
Lady; who firſt gave a violent Scream, and pre- 
ſently aſter fell into a Fit, 

The Room was ſoon fell of Servants, ſome of 
whom, with the Lady viſitant, were employed in 
Care of the Wife; and others, with Mr. All- 
<virthy, aſſiſted in carrying off the Captain to a 
warm Bed, where every Method was tried, in 
order to reſtore him to Life, 

And glad ſhould we be, could we inform the 
Reader, that both theſe Eodies had been attended 
with equal Succeſs; for thoſe who undertook the 
Care of the Lady, ſucceeded ſo well, that, after 
the Fit had continued a decent Time, ſhe again 
revived, to their great Satisfaction : But as to the 
Captain, all Experiments of Bleeding, Chafing, 
Dropping, Oc. proved ineffectual, Death, that 
inexorable Judge, had paſed Sentence on him, 
and refuſed to grant him a Reprieve, though two 
Doctors who arrived, and were fee'd at one and 
the ſame Inſtant, were his Council. 5 

Theſe two Doctors, whom, to avoid any ma- 
licious Applications, we ſhall diſtinguiſh by the 
Names of Dr. J. and Dr. Z. Having felt his 

| | Pulſe ; 
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Pulſe; to wit, Dr. J. his right Arm, and Dr. Z. 
his left, both agreed that he was abſolutely dead; 
but as to the Diſtemper, or Cauſe of his Death, 
they differed; Dr. J. holding that he had died of 
an Apoplexy, and Dr. Z. of an Epilepſy. 
Hence aroſe a Diſpute between the learned 
Men, in which each delivered the Reaſons of 
their ſeveral Opinions, Theſe were of ſuch equal 
Force, that they ſerved both to confirm either 
Doctor in his own Sentiments, and made not the 
leaſt Impreflion on his Adverſary. 
To fay the Truth, every Phyſician, almoſt, 
hath his favourite Diſeaſe, to which he aſcribes 
all the Victories obtained over human Nature, 
The Gout, the Rheumatiſm, the Stone, the 
Gravel, and the Conſumption, have all their ſeve- 
ral Patrons in the Faculty ; and none more than 
the Nervous Fever, or the Fever on the Spirits, 
And here we may account for thoſe Difagreements 
in Opinion, concerning the Cauſe of a Patient's 
Death, which ſometimes occur between the molt 
Learned of the College; and which have greatly 
furprized that Part of the World who have been 
ignorant of the Fact we have above aſſerted. 

The Reader may, perhaps, be ſurprized, that 
inſtead of endeavouring to revive the Patient, 
the learned Gentlemen ſhould fall immediately 
into a Diſpute on the Occaſion of his Death; 
but in reality, all ſuch Experiments had been 
made before their Arrival]: For the Captain was 
put into a warm Bed, had his Veins ſcarified, his 
Forchead chafed, and all Sorts of ſtrong Drops 
applied to his Lips ang Noſttils. 

The Phyficians, therefore, finding themſelves 
anticipated in every "Thing they ordered, were at 
a Loſs how to employ that Portion of Time which 
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it is uſual and decent to remain for their Fee, 
and were therefore neceſſitated to find ſome Sub- 
Ject or other for Diſcourſe ; and what could more 
naturally preſent itſelf than that before-men- 
tioned ? 

Our Doctors were hour to take their Leave, 
when Mr. Allworthy, having given over the Cap- 


tain, and acquieſced in the Divine Will, began 


to enquire after his Siſter, whom he defired them 


to viſit before their Departure. 


This Lady was now recovered of her Fit, and, 
to uſe the common Phraſe, as well as could be 
expected for one in her Condition. 'The Doctors, 
therefore, all previous Ceremonies being com- 
plicd with, as this was a new Patient, attended, 


according to Defire, and laid hold on each of 


her Hands, as they had before done on thoſe of the 


Corpſe, 
The Caſe of the Lady was in the other Ex- 


treme from that of her Huſband ; for, as he was 
paſt all the Aſſiſtance of ye ſo, in reality, {he 
required none. 


There is nothing more unjuſt than the vuloar . 


Opinion, by which Phyticians are miſtepte ented 
as Friends to Death. On the contrary, i be- 
lieve, if the Number of thoſe who recover b 


Phyſic, could be oppoſed to that of the Mar- 


tyrs to it, the former would rather exceed the 


latter, Nay, ſome 2 re ſo cautious on this Head, 
that, to avoid a Poſhbility of killing the Patient, : 


thev abſtain from all Methods of curing, and pre- 
ribe nothing but what can neither do (300d 
nor Harm. F have heard ſome of theſe, with 
great Gravity, deliver it as a Maxim, © That 
Nature ſhould be left ts do her own Work, 


« while the Phyſician ftands by, as it were, to 
* clap 


— — 
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* clap her on the Back, and encourage her when 


« ſthe doth well.” 

So little then did our Doctors delight in Death, 
that they diſcharged the Corbiſe after a ſingle 
Fee: but they were not ſo diſguſted with their 
living Patient ; concerning whoſe Caſe they im- 


mediately agreed, and fell to preſcribing with 


great Diligence. 
Whether, as the Lady had, at firſt, perſuad- 


ed her Phyſicians to believe her ill, they had 
now, in return, perſuaded her to believe her- 
ſelf fo, I will not determine; but ſhe continued 
a whole Month with all the Decorations of Sick— 
neis. During this Time ſhe was viſited by Phy- 
ſicians, attended by Nuries, and received con- 


ſtant Meflages from her Acquaintance, to enquire 


after her Health, 
At length the decent Time for Sickneſs and 


immoderate Grief being expired, the Doctors 
were diſcharged, and the Lady began to ſee Com- 


pany; being altered only from what ſhe was be- 


fore, by that Colour of Sadneſs in which ſhe had 
dreſſed her Perſon and Countenance. 

The Captain was now interred, and might, 
perhaps, have already made a large Progreſs to- 


wards Oblivion, had not the Friendſhip of Mr. 


Allveriby taken Care to preſerve his Memory, by 
the following Epitaph, which was written by a 
Man of as great Genius as Integrity, and one 
who perfectly well knew the Captain, 
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Here lies, 
In Expectation of a joyful Riſing, 
The Body of 
Captain JOHN BLIFIL. 
LONDON | 
had the Honour of his Birth, 
OXFORD 
of his Education, 
His Parts 
were an Honour to his Profeſſion 
and to his Country: 
His Life to his Religion 
and human Nature. 
He was a dutiful Son, 
a tender Huſband, 
an affectionate Father, 
a moſt kind Brother, 
a ſincere Friend, 
a devout Chriſtian, 
and a good Man. 

His inconſolable Widow 
hath erected this Stone, 
The Monument of 
His Virtues, 
and of Her Affection. 
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BOOK III. 


Containing the moſt memorable Tranſactions 
which paſſed in the Family of Mr. All- 
worthy, from the Time when Tommy 
Jones arrived at the Age of Fourteen, till 
he attained the Age of Nineteen. In this 
Book the Reader may pick up ſome Hints 
concerning the Education of Children. 


CHEAP. EL 


Containing little or nothing. 


| * Reader will be pleaſed to remember, 


that, at the Beginning of the Second 

Book of this Hiſtory, we gave him a 

Hint of our Intention to paſs over ſeveral large 
Periods of "Time, in which nothing happened wor- 
thy of being recorded in a Chronicle of this K ind. 
In fo doing, we do not only conſult our own 
Dignity and Kaſe, but = Good and Advantage 
F< of 
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of the Reader: For beſides, that by theſe Means 


we pievent him from throwing away his Time, 
in reading either without Pleaſure or Emolument, 
we give him, at all ſuch Seaſons, an Opportunity 
of employing that wonderful Sagacity, of which 
he is Maſter, by filling up theſe vacant Spaces of 
Time with his own Conjectures ; for which Pur- 
poſe, we have taken Care to quality him in the 
preceding Pages, 

For Inflance, what Reader but knows that Mr. 
A'kortly felt, at firſt, for the Loſs of his Friend, 
thoſe Emotions of Grief, which, on ſuch Occa- 
ſrons, enter into all Men whoſe Hearts are not 
compoſed of Flint, or their Heads of as ſolid Ma- 
terials? Again, what Reader doth not know, that 
Philoſophy and Religion, in Time, moderated, 
and at laſt extinguiſhed this Grief ? The former 
of theſe, teaching the Folly and Vanity of it, 
and the latter, correcting it, as unlawful, and at 
the ſame Time aſſuaging it, by raiſing future 
Hopes and Aſſurances, which enable a ſtrong 
and religious Mind to take Leave of a Friend, on 
his Death Bed, with little leſs Indifference than if 
he was preparing for a long Journey; and, indeed, 
with little leſs Hope of ſeeing him again. 

Nor can the judicious Reader be at a greater 
Leſs on Account of Mrs. Bridget Blifil, who, he 
may be aſſured, conducted herſelf through the 
whole Seaſon in which Grief is to make its Ap- 
pearance on the Outſide of the Body, with the 
ſtricteſt Regard to all the Rules of Cuſtom and 
Decency, ſuiting che Alterations of her Counte- 
n nce to the ſeveral Alterations of her Habit: For 
as this changed from Weeds to Black, from Black 
to Grey, from Grey to White, ſo did her Coun- 
tenance change from Diſmal to Sorrowful, from 

| Sorrowful 
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Sorrowful to Sad, and from Sad to Serious, till 
the Day came in which ſhe was allowed to return 
to her former Serenity. | 

We have mentioned theſe two as Examples 
only of the Taſk which may be oppoſed on Readers 
of the loweſt Claſs, Much higher and harder 


Exerciſes of Judgment and Penetration may rea- 


ſonably be expected from the upper Graduates 
in Criticiſm, Many notable Diſcoveries will, I 
doubt not, be made by ſuch, of the 'I ranſactions 
which happened in the Family of our worthy 


Man, during all the Years which we have thought 


proper to paſs over: For tho' nothing worthy of 
a Place in this Hiſtory occurred within that Pe- 
riod; yet did ſeveral Incidents happen, of equal 


Importance with thoſe reported by the daily and 


weekly Hiſtorians of the Age, in reading which, 
great Numbers of Perſons conſume a conſiderable 
Part of their Time, very little, I am afraid, to 
their Emolument. Now, in the Conjectures here 
propoſed, ſome of the moſt excellent Faculties of 
the Mind may be employed to much Advantage, 
ſince it is a more ulefu] Capacity to be able to 


foretell the Actions of Men, in any Circumſtance, 


from their Characters, than to judge of their 


Characters from their Actions. The former, I 


own, requires the greater Penetration; but may 
be accompliſhed by true Sagacity, wich no leſs 
Certainty than the latter. | 

As we are ſenſible that much the greateſt Part 
of our Readers are very eminently poſſeſſed of 
this Quality, we have Jeit them a Space of twelve 
Years to exert it in; and ſhall now bring forth 
our Hero, at about fourteen Years of Age, not 
queſtioning that many have been long impatient 
to be introduced to his Acquaintance, 
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CHAT. 36. 


The Hero of this great Hiſtory appears with very 
bad Omens. A litile Tale, of jo Low a Kind, | 
that ſome may think it not worth their Notice. A q 
Mord or two concerning a Squire, and more relat- 
ting to a Game-keeper, and a Schoolmaſter, 


As we determined when we firſt ſat down to 
write this Hiſtory, to flatter no Man, but 
to guide our Pen throughout by the Directions of 
Truth, we are obliged to bring our Hero on the 
Stage in a much more diſadvantageous Manner 
than we could wiſh ; and to declare honeſtly, even 
at his firſt Appearance, that it was the univerſal 
Opinion of all Mr. Allworthy's Family, that he 
was certainly born to be hanged. | 
Indeed, I am ſorry to ſey, there was too much 
Reaſon for this Conjecture; the Lad having, 
from his earlieſt Years, diſcovered a Propenſity to 
many Vices, and eſpecially to one, which hath 
as direct a Tendency as any other to that Fate, 
which we have juſt now obſerved to have been | 
prophetically denounced againſt him. He had | 
been already convicted of three Robberies, viz. of 
robbing an Orchard, of ſtealing a Duck out of a 
Farmer's Yard, and of picking Maſter Blifil's 
Pocket of a Ball. 85 5 
Ihe Vices of this young Man were, moreover, 
heightened by the diſadvantageous Light in which | 
they appeared, when oppoſed to the Virtues of 
Maſter Blfil, his Companion: a Youth of ſo | 
different a Caſt from little Jones, that not only „ 
the Family, but all the Neighbourhood, reſound- 


ed his Praiſes, He was, indeed, a Lad of a re- 
| markable 
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markable Diſpoſition; ſober, diſcreet, and pious 
beyond his Age: Qualities which gained him the 
Love of every one who knew him, whilſt Tun 

ones was univerſally diſliked ; and many expreſſed 
their Wonder, that Mr, Aliibortihby would ſuffer 
ſuch a Lad to be educated with his Nephew, leſt 
the Morals of the latter ſhould be corrupted by his 
Example. | 

An Incident which happened about this Time, 
will ſet the Character of theſe two Lads more 
fairly before the diſcerning Reader, than is in the 
Power of the longeſt Diſſertation. 

Tom Tones, _ bad as he is, muſt ſerve for 
the Hero of this Hiſtory, had only one Friend 
among all the Servants of the Family ; ; for, as to 
Mrs. Wiltins, the had long ſince given him up, 
and was perfectly reconciled to her Miſtreſs, This 
Friend was the Game-keeper, a Fellow of a looſe 
Kind of Diſpoſition, and who was thought not to 
entertain much {ſtricter Notions concerning the 
Difference of meum and tuum, than the young 
Gentleman himſelf. And hence, this Friendſhip 
gave Occaſion to many ſarcaſtical Remarks among 
the Domeſtics, moſt of which were either Pro- 
verbs before, or, at leaſt, are become ſo now; 
and, tndeed, the Wit of them all may be com- 
priled in that ſhort Latin Proverb, * Noſctur a 
© ſocio,” which, I think, is thus expreſſed } in Eng- 

liſh, * You may know him by the Company he 
Keeps.“ | 

To ſay the Truth, ſome of that atrocicus 
Wickedneſs in Jones, of which we have juſt men- 
tioned three Examples, might, perhaps, be de- 
rived from the Encouragement he had received 
from this Fellow, who, in two or three Inſtan= 
Ces, had been what the Lay calls an Acceſlary 
| af. er 
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after the Fact. For the whole Duck, and great 
Part of the Apples, were coverted to the Uſe 
of the Game-keeper, and his Family. Tho” as 
Jones alone was diſcovered, the poor Lad bore 
not only the whole Smart, but the whole Blame; 
both which fell again to his Lot, on the follow- 
ing Occaſion. - 
Contiguous to Mr, Ailworihy's Eſtate, was 
the Manor of one of thoſe Gentlemen, who arc 
called Preſervers of the Game, This Species of 
Men, from the great Severity with which they 
revenge the Death of a Hare, or a Partridge, 
might be thought to cultivate the ſame Superſti- 
tion with the Bannians in India; many of whom, 
we are told, dedicate their whole lives to the 
Preſervation and Protection of certain Animals, 
was it not that our Engliſh Bannians, while they 
preſerve them from other Enemies, will moit 
unmercifully flaughter whole Horſe-loads them- 
ſelves, fo that they ſtand clearly acquitted of any 
ſuch heatheniſh Superſtition, 

I have, indced, a much better Opinion of this 
Kind of Men than is entertained by ſome, as I 
take them to anſwer the Order of Nature, and 
the good Purpoles for which they were ordained, ' 
in a more ample Manner than many others, 
Now, as Horace tells us, that there are a Set cf 
human Beings, 


E Fruges conſumere nati. 


£ Born to conſume the Fruits of the Earth.” So, 
I make no Manner of Doubt but that there are 
others, 


 Feras conſumere nati, 
Born 
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Born to conſume the Beaſts of the Field,” or, 
as it is commonly called, the Game; and none, 
[ believe, will deny but that thoſe Squires fulfill 
this End of their Creation. | 

Little Jones went one Day a ſhooting with the 
Game-keeper ; when, happening to ſpring a Co- 
vey of Partridges, near the Border of that Manor, 
over which Fortune, to fulfill the wiſe Purpoſes 
of Nature, had planted one of the Game-Con- 
ſumers, the Birds flew into it, and were marked 
(as it is called) by the two Sportſmen, in ſome 
Furze-Buſhes, about two or three hundred Paces 
beyond Mr. Alliworthy's Dominions. 

Mr. Allworthy had given the Fellow ſtrict Or- 
ders, on Pain of forteiting his Place, never to 
treſpaſs on any of his Neighbours; no more on 
thoſe who were leſs rigid in this Matter, than on 
the Lord of this Manor. With regard to others, 
indeed, theſe Orders had not been always very 
ſcrupulouſly kept ; but as the Diſpoſition of the 
Gentleman with whom the Partridges had taken 
Sanctuary, was well known, the Game-keeper 
had never yet attempted to invade his Territories, 
Nor had he done it now, had not the younger 
Sportſman, who was exceſſively eager to puriue 
the flying Game, over-perſuaded him; but ones 
being very importunate, the other, who was him- 
ſelf keen enough after the Sport, yielded to his 
Perſuaſions, entcred the Manor, and ſhot one of 
the Partridges. | | 

The Gentleman himſelf was at that Time on 
Horſeback, at a little Diſtance from them ; and 
hearing the Gun go off, he immediately made 
towards the Place, and diſcovered poor Tom : For 
the Gane-keeper had leapt into the thickeſt Part 
of the Furze-brake, where he had happily con- 
cealed himſelf. The 
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The Gentleman having ſearched the Lad. and 


found the Partridge upon him, denounced great 


Vengeance, ſwearing he would acquaint Mr, Al- 
worthy, He was as good as his Word ; for he 
rode immediately to his Houſe, and complained 
of the Treſpaſs on his Manor, in as high Ferme, 
and as bitter Language, as if his Houſe had been 
broken open, and the moſt valuable Furniture 
ſtole out of it. He added, that ſome other Per- 
ſon was in his Company, tho* he could not diſ- 
cover him: for that two Guns had been diſ- 
charged almoſt in the ſame Inſtant. And, ſays 
he, © we have found only this Partridge, but the 
Lord knows what Miſchief they have done.“ 

At his Return home, Tem was preſently con- 
vened before Mr. Alliuarthy. He owned the 
Fact, and alledged no other Excuſe but what was 
really true, viz. that the Covey was originally 
ſprung in Mr, Allworthy's own Manor, 


Tom was then interrogated who was with him, 
which Mr. Alliworthy declared he was reſolved to 


know, acquainting the Culprit with the Circum- 
ſtance of the two Guns, which had been de; ofed. 
by the Squire and both his Servants; but 7% 
ſtoutly perſiſted in aſſerting that he was alone: 
yet, to fay the Truth, he heſitated a little at 
frit, which would have confirmed Mr, All- 
worthy's Belief, had what the Squire and his Ser— 
vants ſaid, wanted any further Confirmation. 
The Game-keeper being a ſuſpected Perſon, 
was now fent for, and the Queſtion put to him; 
but he, relying on the Promiſe which Tom had 
made him, to take all upon himſelf, very re- 
ſolutely denied being in Company with the young 
Gentleman, or indeed having ſeen him the whole 
Afternoon. 
1 Mr. 
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Mr. Allivorily then turned towards Tom, with 
more than uſual Anger in his Countenance, and 
adviſed him to confeſs who was with him; re- 


peating, that he was reſolved to know. The 


Lad, however, ſtill maintained his Reſolution, 
and was diſmifled with much Wrath by Mr. All- 
?wrthy, who told him, he ſhould have to the 
next Morning to conſider of it, when he ſhould 


be queſtioned by another Perſon, and in another 


Manner. 

Poor Tones ſpent a very melancholy Night, 
and the more fo, as he was without his ufual 
Companion: for Maſter Bliſil was gone abroad 
on a Viſit with his Mother, Fear of the Puniſh- 
ment he was to ſuffer, was on this Occaſion his 
leaſt Evil; his chief Anxiety being, leſt his Con- 


ſtancy ſhould fail him, and he ſhould be brought 


to betray the Game keeper, whoſe Ruin he knew 


muſt now be the Conſequence. 


Nor did the Game-keeper paſs his Time much 
better. He had the ſame Apprehenſions with the 
Youth; for whoſe Honour he had likewiie a 
much tenderer Regard than for his Skin, 

In the Morning, when Tom attended the Re- 
verend Mr. Thwackum, the Perſon to whom 
Mr. Alkwrthy had committed the Inſtruction of 
the two Boys, he had the ſame Queſtions put to 
him by that Gentleman, which he had been aſked 
the Evening before, to which he returned the 
ſame Anſwers, The Conſequence of this was 
ſo ſevere a Whipping, that it poſtibly fell little 
ſhort of the Torture with which Confeſſions are 
in ſome Counties extorted from Criminals. 

Tom bore this Puniſhment with great Reſolu- 
tion; and tho' his Maſter aſked him between 


every Stroke, whether he would not confeſs, he 


Was 
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Was contented to be flead rather than betray his 
Friend, or break the Promiſe he had made. 

The Game-keeper was now relieved from his 
Anxiety, and Mr. Alworthy himſelf began to be 
concerned at Tom's Sufferings: For, beſides that 
Mr. Thwackum, being highly enraged that he was 
not able to make the Boy ſay what he himſelf 
pleaſed, had carried his Severity much beyoud the 
good Man's Intention, this latter began now to 


ſuſpe that the Squire had been miſtaken ; which 


his extreme Eagerneſs and Anger ſeemed to make 
probable; and as for what the Servants had ſaid 
in Confirmation of their Maſter's Account, he 
laid no great Streſs upon that. Now, as Cruelt 
and Injuſtice were two Ideas, of which Mr, All- 
worthy could by no Means ſupport the Conſciouſ- 
nels a ſingle Moment, he ſent for Tom, and after 
many kind and friendly Exhortations, ſaid, * I 
© am convinced, my dear Child, that my Suſ- 
© picions have wronged you; ] am forry that you 
© have been ſo ſeverely puniſhed on this Account,” 
—And at laſt gave him a little Horſe to make 
him Amends; again repeating his Sorrow for 
what had paſt, | 
Tom's Guilt now flew in his Face more than 
any Severity could make it. He could more eaſi- 
ly bear the Laſhes of Thwackun, than the Gene- 
roſity of Alliworthy. The Tears burſt from his 
Eyes, and he fell on his Knees, crying, Oh! 
© dir, yon are too good to me. Indeed, you a'e. 
© Indeed, I don't deſerve it.“ And at that very 
Inſtant, from the Fulneſs of his Heart, had al- 
moſt betrayed the Secret; but the good Genius 
of the Crame-keeper ſuggeſted to him what might 
be the Conſequence to the poor Fellow, and this 
Conſideration ſealed his Lips. 
| Thwackum 
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 Thwackum did all he could to diſluade A- 


worthy from ſhewing any Compaſſion or Kind- 


neſs to the Boy, ſaying, He had perſiſted in an 
« Untruth;* and gave ſome Hints, that a ſecond 
Whipping might probably bring the Matter to 


Light. 


But Mr, Allworthy abſolutely refuſed to conſent 
to the Experiment. He ſaid, the Boy had ſuffer- 
ed enough already, for concealing the Truth, 


even if he was guilty, ſeeing that he could have 


no Motive but a miſtaken Point of Honour for ſo 
doing. | 

ar cry'd Thwackum, with ſome Warmth, 
mere Stubbornneſs and Obſtinacy ! Can Honour 
teach any one to tell a Lie, or can any Honour 
exiſt independent of Religion ? 

This Diſcourſe happened at Table when Din- 
ner was juſt ended ; and there were preſent Mr. 
Allworthy, Mr. Thwackum, and a third Gentle- 
man, who now entered into the Debate, and 
whom, before we proceed any farther, we ſhall 
briefly introduce to our Reader's Acquaintance, 


CHAP. III. 


De Character of Mr. Square the Philoſopher, 


and of Mr. Thwackum the Divine; with a 
Diſpute concerning 


HE Name of this Gentleman who had then 
reſided ſome time at Mr. A!lworthy's Houſe, 

was Mr. Square. His natural Parts were not of 
the firſt Rate, bur he had greatly improved them 
by a learned Education. He was deeply read in 
the Antients, and a profeſt Maſter of all the 
Works of Plate and Ariſtotle. Upon which great 
| Models 
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Models he had principally form'd himſelf, ſome- 
times according with the Opinion of the one, 
and ſometimes with that of the other, In Mo- 
rals he was a profeſt Plator/?, and in Religion 
he inclined to be an Ari/lotelian. 

But tho' he had, as we have ſaid, formed his 
Morals on the Platonic Model, yet he perfectly 
agreed with the Opinion of Ari/totle, in conſider- 
ing that great Man rather in the Quality of a 
Philoſopher or a Speculatiſt, than as a Legiſlator, 
This Sentiment he carried a great Way; indeed, 
ſo far, as to regard all Virtue as Matter of Theo- 
ry only. This, it is true, he never affirmed, as 
I have heard, to any one; and yet upon the leaſt 
Attention to his Conduct, I cannot help think- 
ing, it was his real Opinion, as it will perfectly 
reconcile ſome Contradictions, which might other- 
wiſe appear in his Character, 

This Gentleman and Mr. Thwackum ſcarce ever 
met without a Diſputation; for their Tenets 
were, indeed, diametrically oppoſite to each o- 
ther. Square held human Nature to be the Per- 
fection of all Virtue, and that Vice was a Devia- 
tion from our Nature in the ſame Manner as 
Deformity of Body is. Thwackum, on the con- 
trary, maintained that the human Mind, fince 
the Fall, was nothing but a Sink of Iniquity, till 
purified and redeemed by Grace, In one Point 
only they agreed, which was, in all their Diſ- 
courſes on Morality never to mention the Word 
Goodneſs, The favourite Phraſe of the former 
was the natural Beauty of Virtue ; that of the 
latter was the divine Power of Grace. The for- 
mer meaſured all Actions by the unalterable Rule 
of Right, and the eternal Fitneſs of Things; the 
latter decided all Matters by Authority : but, in 
doing 


2 « . 


. YE 


Ch. 3. a FOUNDLING. 119 


doing this, he always uſed the Scriptures and their 


Commentators, as the Lawyer doth his Coke upon 
Lyttleton, where the Comment is of equal Autho- 
rity with the Text. 

After this ſhort Introduction, the Reader will 
be pleaſed to remember, that the Parſon had con- 
cluded his Speech with a triumphant Queſtion, to 
which he had apprehended no Anſwer ; viz. Can 
any Honour exiſt independent on Religion | ? 

To this Square anſwered, that it was impoſſible 
to diſcourſe philoſophically concerning Words, till 
their Meaning was firſt eſtabliſhed ; that there 


were ſcarce any two Words of a more vague and 


uncertain Signification, than the two he had men- 
tioned : For that there were almoſt as many dif- 
ferent Cpinions: concerning Honour, as concern— 
ing Religion. But, ſays he, if by Honour you 
mean the true natural Beauty of Virtue, I will 
maintain it may exiſt independent of any Reli- 
gion whatever. Nay, (added he) you yourſelf 
will allow it may exiſt independent of all but 
one; ſo will a Hahometan, a Few, and all the 
Maintainers of all the different Sects in the 
World.“ 

Thwackum replied, This was — with the 
uſual Malice of all the Fnemies to the true 
Church. He ſaid, he doubted not but that all 
the Infidels and Hercticks in the World would, 
if they could, confine Honour to their own ab- 
ſurd Errors, and damnable Deceptions: gut 
Honour, ſays he, is not therefore manifold, be- 
cauſe there are many abſurd Opinions about it; 
nor is Religion manifold, becauſe there are va- 
rious Sects and Hereſies in the World. When 
I mention Religion, I mean the Chriſtian Re- 


ligion ; and not only the Chriſtian Religion, 
but 
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© but the Proteſtant Religion; and not only the 
© Proteſtant Religion, but the Church of Eng- 
© land, And, when I mention Honour, I mean 
© that Mode of Divine Grace which is not only 
conſiſtent with, but dependent upon, this Re- 
ligion ; and is conſiſtent with, and dependent 
upon, no other. Now to ſay that the Honour 
I here mean, and which was, I thought, all 
the Honour I could be ſuppoſed to mean, will 
uphold, much leſs dictate, an Untruth, is to 
aſſert an Abſurdity too ſhocking to be con- 
ceived.” 

141 purpoſely avoided,” ſays Square, * drawing 
a Concluſion which 1 thought evident from 
what I have ſaid; but if you perceived it, I 
am ſure you have not attempted to anſwer it. 
However, to drop the Article of Religion, I 
think it is plain, from what you have ſaid, that 
we have different Ideas of Honour ; or why do 
we not agree in the ſame Terms of its Expla- 
nation? I have aſſerted, that true Honour and 
true Virtue are almoſt ſynonymous Terms, and 
they are both founded on the unalterable Rule 
of Right, and the eternal Fitneſs of "Things ; 
to which an Untruth being abſolutely repug- 
nant and contrary, it is certain that true Ho- 
nour cannot ſupport an Untruth. In this, 
therefore, I think we are agreed; but that this 
Honour can be ſaid to be founded on Religion, 
to which it is antecedent, if by Religion be 
meant any poſitive Law 
I agree, anſwered Thwackum, with great 
Warmth, « with a Man who aſſertg Honour to 
© be antecedent to Religion I- Mr. Alkvorthy, 


did I agree —: 
He 
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He was proceeding, when Mr. Alhvorthy in- 
terpoſed, telling them very coldly, they had both 
| miſtaken his Meaning; for that he had ſaid no- 
thing of true Honour. —It is poſſible, however, 
he would not have eafily quieted the Diſputants, 
who were growing equally warm, had not ano- 
ther Matter now fallen out, which put a final End 
to the Converſation at preſent. | 


Containing a neceſſary Apology for the Author; and a 
childiſh Incident, which perhaps requires an Apo- 
40 g/ likewiſe, 


EF OR E I proceed farther, I ſhall beg Leave 
to obviate ſome Miſconſtructions, into which 
the Zeal of ſome few Readers may lead them; 
for I would not willingly give Offence to any, 
eſpecially to Men who are warm in the Cauſe of 
Virtue or Religion. | 
I hope, therefore, no Man will, by the groſſeſt 
Miſunderſtanding, or Perverſion, of my Mean- 
ing, miſrepreſent me, as endeavouring to caſt any 
Ridicule on the greateſt Perfections of Human 
Nature; and which do, indeed, alone purify and 
ennoble the Heart of Man, and raiſe him above 
the Brute Creation. This, Reader, I will ven- 
ture to ſay, (and by how much the better Man 
hag are yourſelf, by ſo much the more will you 
e inclined to believe me) that I would rather 
have buried the Sentiments of theſe two Perſons 
in eternal Oblivion, than have done any Injury- 
to either of theſe glorious Cauſes. 
On the contrary, it is with a View to their 
Service that I have taken upon me to rccord the 
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Lives and Actions of two of their falſe and 
pretended Champions. A treacherous Friend is 
the moſt dangerous Enemy; and I will ſay 
boldly, that both Reliz:!on and Virtue have re- 
ceived more real Diſcredit from Hypocrites, than 
the wittieſt Profligates or Infidels could ever 
caſt upon them: Nay farther, as theſe two, in 
their Purity, ære rightly called the Bands of civil 
Society, and are indecd the greateſt of Bleſlings; 

ſo when poiſoned and corrupted with Fraud, 

Pretence and AﬀeQation, they have become the 
worſt of civil Curſes, and have enabled Men to 
perpetrate the molt cruel Miſchiefs on their own 
Species. 

Indeed, I doubt not but this Ridicule will in 
general be allowed; my chief Apprehenſion is, 
as many true and juſt ventiments often came from 
the Mouths of theſe Perſons, leſt the whole ſhould 
be taken together, and 1 ihould be conceived to 


_ ridicule al! alike. Now the Reader will be pleaſed 
to conſider, that as neither of theſe len were 


Fools, they could not be ſuppoſed to have holden 
nene but wrong Principles, and to have uttered 
nothing but Abſurditics; what Injuſtice, there- 
fore, muſt J have done to their Characters, had I 
ſelected only what was bad, and how horridly 
wretched and maimed mult their Arguments have 
appeared! 

Upon the whole, it 1s not Religion or Virtue, 
but the Want of them, which is here expoſed, 
Had not Thwackum too much neglected oe; 
and Square Religion, in the Compoſition of their 
ſeveral Syſtems; and had not both utterly diſ- 


carded all natural Goodneſs of Heart, they had 
never been repreſented as the Objects of Deriſion 


in this Hiſtory; in which we will now proceed. 


This 


. — 
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This Matter, then, which put an End to the 
Debate mentioned in the laſt Chapter, was no 


other than a Quarrel between Maſter Bliſil aud 


Tom Jones, the Conſequence of which had been a 
bloody Noſe to the former; for though Matter 


Blifil, notwithſtanding he was the younger, was 


in Size above the other's Match, yet 17 woe 
much his Superior at the noble Art of Boring. 
Tom, however, cautiouſly avoided ul! e e 
ments with that Youth : For, beſides that 1% 
ones was an inoffenſive Lad amidit ail his Rogue- 
ry, and really loved BF, Mr. Thwackum being 


always the Second of the latter, would have becn 


ſufficient to deter him. 


But well ſays a certain Author, No Man is 
wiſe at all Hours; it is therefore no Wonder that 
a Boy is not ſo. A Difference ariſing at Play 
between the two Lads, Maſter Bifi called Tom 
a Heggarly Baſiard, Upon which the latter, 


Who was ſomewhat paſſiongte in his Diſpoſition, 


immediately cauſed that Phenomenon in the 
Face of the former, which we have above remem- 
bered. 

Maſter Bliſl now, with his Blood running 


from his Noſe, and the Tears galloping after 


from his Eyes, appeared before his Uncle, and 


the tremendous Thwackuwm: in which Court an 


Indictment of Aſſault, Battery, and Wounding, 
was inftantly preferred againſt Tom; who in his 
Excufe only pleaded the Provocation, which was 
indeed all the Matter that Maſter Bf had 
omitted. 

It is indeed poſſible, that this Circumſtance 


might have eſcaped his Memory; for, in bis Re- 


ply, be politively inſiſted, that he had made Uſe 
of no ſuch Appellation; adding, Heaven forb'd 
| G 2 * fuch 


— Ps 
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© ſuch naughty Words ſhould ever come out of 


© his Mouth.“ 

Tom, though againſt all Form of Law, rejoined 
in Affirmance of the Words. Upon which Maſter 
Blifil ſaid, It is no Wonder. Thoſe who will 


© tell one Fib, will hardly flick at another. If 


I had told my Maſter ſuch a wicked Fib as you 
© have done, I ſhould be aſhamed to ſhew my 
F Face.” - | 
* What Fih, Child? cries Thwackum pretty 
eagerly, | 
Why, he told you that Nobody was with 
him a ſhooting when he killed the Partridge ; 
but he knows, (here he burſt into a Flood of 
Tears) yes, he knows; for he confeſſed it to 
me, that Black Jack the Game keeper was 
there. Nay, he ſaid,---Yes you did,---deny it 
if you can, That you would not have conteſt 
the Truth, though Maſter had cut you to 
Pieces” 
At this the Fire flaſhed from Thwackum's Eyes ; 
and he cried out in Triumph: « Oh ho! This is 
« your miſtaken Notion of Honour! This is the 
© Boy who was not to be whipped again !' But 
Mr. Alkworthy, with a more gentle Aſpect, turned 
towards the Lad, and faid, Is this true, Child? 
How came you to perſiſt ſo obſtinately in a 


© Falſhood ?* 


Tem ſaid, He ſcorned a Lie as much as any 
ane; but he thought his Honour engaged him 
© to act as he did: for he had promiſed the poor 
Fellow to conceal him; which, he ſaid, * he 
© thought himſelf farther obliged to, as the Game- 
© keeper had begged him not to go into the Gen- 
e tleman's Manor, and had at laſt gone himſelf 
in Compliance with his Perſuaſions, He ſaid, 

| * this 
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* this was the whole Truth of the Matter, and 
© he would take his Oath of it;“ and concluded 
with very paſſionately begging Mr. Allkworthy, 
to have Compaſſion on the poor Fellow's Fa- 
« mily, eſpecially as he himſelf had been only 
* guilty, and the other had been very difficultly 
« prevailed on to do what he did.” © Indeed, Sir, 
ſaid he, it could hardly be called a Lie that I 
told; for the poor Fellow was entirely inno- 
cent of the whole Matter.“ I ſhould have gone 
alone after the Birds; nay, I did go at firſt, 
and he only followed me to prevent more Miſ- 
chief. Do, pray, Sir, let me be puniſhed; take 
my little Horſe away again; but pray, Sir, for- 
give poor George.“ 

Mr. Al'vorthy heſitated a few Moments, and 
then diſmiſſed the Boys, adviſing them to live more 
friendly and peaceably together. 


CHAP. V. 


The Opinions of the Divine aud the Philſapher con- 
cerning the two Boys ; with ſome Reaſons fur their 
Opinions, and other Matters, 


T is probable, that by diſcloſing this Secret, 
J which had been communicated in the utmoſt 

onfidence to him, young Blifil preſerved his 
Companion from a good Lafhing: For the Of- 
fence of the bloody Noſe would have been of it- 
ſelf ſufficient Cauſe for Thwackum to have pro- 
ceeded to Correction; but now this was total! 
abſorbed, in the Conſideration of the other Mat- 
ter; and with Regard to this, Mr. Alliworthy de- 


clared privately, he thought the Boy deſerved 
N | 8 
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Reward rather than Puniſhment ; ſo that Thwac- 
lm's Hand was withheld by a general Pardon. 

Thwack#m, whoſe Meditations were full of 
Eirch, exclaimed againſt this weak, and, as he 
ſaid he would venture to call it, wicked Lenity. 
To remit the Puniſhment of ſuch Crimes, was, he 
jaid, to encourage them. He enlarged much on 
the Correction of Children, and quoted many 
Texts from Solomon, and others; which being to 
be found in ſo many other Books, ſhall not be 
found here. He then applied himſelf to the Vice 
of Lying, on which Head he was altogether as 
learned as he had been on the other. 

Square faid, He had been endeavouring to re- 


cencile the Behaviour of To with his Idea of per- 


fect Virtue; but could not. He owned there was 
tomething which at firſt Sight appeared like For- 
titude in the Action; but as Fortitude was a Vir- 
tue, and Falſhood a Vice, they could by no Means 
agree or unite together. He added, that as this 
was in ſome Meaſure to confound Virtue and 
Vice, it might be worth Mr. Thwackum's Conſi- 
deration, whether a larger Caſtigation might not 
be laid on upon that Account, 

As both theſe learned Men concurred in cen— 
ſuring Jones, ſo were they no leſs unanimous in 
applauding Maſter Bail. To bring Truth to 
Light, was by the Parton aſſerted to be the Duty 
of every religious Man; and by the Philoſopher 
this was declared to be highly conformable with 
the Rule of Right, and the eternal and unalter- 
able Fitneſs of Things. 

All this, however, weighed very little with 
Mr. Alwority. He could not be prevailed on to 
lien the Warrant for the Execution of Forrs, 
There was ſomeihipg within his own Breaſt * 

| wWhic 
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which the invincible Fidelity which that Vouth 


had preſerved, correſponded much better than it 


had done with the Religion of Thwackum, or 
with the Virtue of Square. He therefore ſtrictly 
ordered the former of theſe Gentlemen to abſtain 
from laying violent Hands on 77e for what had 

pait, The Pedagogue was obliged to obey thoſe 
qe but not without great Reluctance, and 
frequent Mutterings, that the Boy would be cer- 
tainiy ſpoiled, 

Towards the Game-keeper the good Man be- 
haved with more Severity. He preſently ſum- 
moned that poor Fellow beſore him, and after 
many bitter Kemonitrances, paid him his Wages, 
and diſmified him from his Service; for Mr. All- 
worthy rightly obſerved, thit there was a great 
Difference between being guiity of a Falthoovd to 
excuſe yourſelf, and to excuſe another, He like- 


wiſe urged, as the principal Motive to his in- 


flexible Severity againſt this Man, that he had 
baſely ſuffered Tom "Jones to undergo ſo heavy a 
Puniſhment for his Sake, whereas he ought to 
have prevented it by making the Diſcovery him- 
ſelf. 

When this Story became public, many People 
differed from Square and Thwackem, ne judging 
the Conduct of the two Lads on the Occaſion. 
Maſter Bliſil was generally called a ſneaking Raſ- 

cal, a poor-ſyirited Wretch, with other E, pithets 
of the like Kind; whilſt Tom was honoured with 
the Anpellations of a brave Lud, a joily Dog, and 
an honeſt Fellow, Indeed his Beh 2 to Black 
George much ingratiated him with all the dere 
vants; for though that Fellow was before uni— 

verſally diſliked, yet he was no ſooner turne 
away than he was as univerſally pitied; and the 
27 "IA Friend» 
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Friencſhip and Gallantry of Tom Tones was dele- 
brated by them all with the higheſt Applauſe; 
and they condemned Maſter Blifl, as openly as 
they durſt, without incurring the Danger of 
offending his Mother. For all this, however, J 
poor Tam ſmarted in the Fleſh; for though ö 
Thwackum had been inhibited to exerciſe his Arm 55 
on the foregoing Account, yet, as the Proverb 5 
ſays, It ts eaſy to find a Stich, &c. ſo was it eaſy N 
to find a Rod; and, indeed, the not being able 
to find one was the only Thing which could have 
kept Thwackum any long Time from chaſtiſing 
poor Jones. 2 
Had the bare Delight in the Sport been the 
only Inducement to the Pedagogue, it is proba- 
ble, Maſter Hliſi would likewiſe have bad his | 
| | Share; but though Mr. 4//worthy had given him 4 
| frequent Orders to make no Difference between | 
| 1 the Lads, yet was Thwackum altogether as kind | 
W and gentle to this Youth, as he was harſh, nay 
| Ml even barbarous, to the other. To ſay the Truth, 
lj Elifil had greatly gained his Maſter's Affections, 5 
Jil paitly by the profound Reſpect he always ſhewed 5 
| his Perſon, but much mare by the decent Reve- 7 
1 rence with which he received his Doctrine; fur . 
| he had pot by Heart, and frequently repeated his 
K Phraſes, and maintained all his Maſter's religious 
F Principles with a Zeal which was ſurpriſing in one 


PPP — rr 


io ) ung, and which greatly endeared him to the 4 
worthy Preceptor, | I 

Tem Jenes, on the other hand, was not only 
deficient in outward Tokens of Reſpect, often q 
tegetting to pull off his Bat, or to bow at his al 


Maſter's Approach; but was altogether as un- 
mindful both of his Maſter's Precepts and Ex- 


ample, He was indeed a thoughtleſs, giddy 
Youth, 
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Youth, with little Sobriety in his Manners, and 
J leſs in his Countenance; and would often very 
4 impudently and indecently laugh at his Compa— 
. nion for his ſerious Behaviour. 

Mr. Square had the fame Reaſon for his Pre- 
ference of the former Lad; for Tom Fones ſhewed 
no more Regard to the learned Diſcourſes which 
| this Gentleman would ſometimes throw away 
; upon him, than to thoſe of Thwackum, He once 
ventured to make a Jeſt of the Rule of Right ; 
and at another Time ſaid, He believed there was 
| no Rule in the World capable of making ſuch a 
| Man as his Father, (for ſo Mr. Allivor th) Tuffered - 
| 
| 


e 
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himſelf to be called.) 

Maſter Bliſil, on the contrary, had Addreſs 
enough at Sixteen to recommend himſelf at one 
and the ſame Time to both theſe Oppoſites. With 
1 one he was all Religion, with the other he was all 
| Virtue. And when both were preſent, he was 
profoundly ſilent, which both interpreted in his 
Favour and their own. 

Nor was Blifil contented with flattering both 
theſe Gentlemen to their Faces : he took frequent 
Occaſions of praiſing them behind their Backs 
to Hllꝛborihy; before whom, when they were alone 
together, and when his Uncle commended any reli- 
* gious or virtuous Sentiment, (for many ſuch came 
9 conſtantly from him) he ſeldom failed to aſcribe 
| it to the good Inſtructions he had received from 
4 either Thwackum or Square: For he knew his 
9 Uncle repeated all ſuch Compliments to the Per- 
ſons for whoſe Uſe they were meant; and he 
% found by Experience the great Impreſſions which 
Y they made on the Philoſopher, as well as on the 
Divine : For, to ſay the Truth, there is no Kind 

G5 of 
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of Flattery ſo irreſiftible as this, at ſecond 
Hand, 

The young Gentleman, morcover, ſoon per- 
ceived how extremely grateful all thoſe Panegy- 
ricks on his Inſtructors were to Mr. Alkvo: thy 
himſelf, as they ſo loudly reſounded the Praiſe of 
that Iingular Plan of Education which he had 
laid down: For this worthy Man having obſerved 
the imperfect Inſtitution of our public Schools, 
and the many Vices which Boys were there liable 
to learn, had reſolved to educate his Nephew, as 
well as the other Lad, whom he had in a Man- 
ner adopted, in his own Houſe ; where he thought 
their Morals would eſcape all that Danger of 


being corrupted, to which they would be un- 


avoidably expoſed in any public School or Uni- 


veriity, 
Having therefore determined to commit theſe 


Boys to the Tuition of a private Tutor, Mr. 


Thivackum was recommended to him for that Of- 


tice, by a very particular Friend, of whoſe Un- 


derſtanding Mr. Alliceriby had a great Opinion, 
and in Wheſe Integrity he placed much Confi— 
dence. This Thwackum was Fellow of a College, 
wiere he had almoſt entirely reſided; and had 
a great Reputation for Learning, Religion, and 
Sobriety of Manners. And theſe were doubtleſs 
the Qualifications by which Mr. Allworthy's Friend 
had been induced to recommend him; tho' indeed 
this Friend had ſome Obligations to Thwackurn's 
Fam ly, who were the maſt conſiderable Perſons 
ia a Borough which that Gentleman repreſented 
in Parliament. 

Thwackum, at his firſt Arrival, was extremely 
agreeable to Alliuorthy; and indeed he perfectly 


anſwered the Character which had been given of 
him. 
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him. Upon longer Acquaintance, however, and 
more intimate Conveiſation, this worthy Man 
ſaw Inhrmities in the Futor, which he could 
have wiſhed him to have been without ; tho' as 
thoſe ſeemed greatly over-bilanced by his good 
Qualities, they did not incline Mr. A:vorthy to 
part with bim; nor would they indeed have Juiti= 
hed ſuch a Proceeding: For the Reader is 
greatly miſtaken, if he conceives that Phavackinm 
appeared to Mr. Ailworthy in the ſame Light 
as he doth to him in this Hifory; and he is 
as much deceived, if he imagines, that the moſt 
intimate Acquaintance which he himſelf could 
have had with that Divine, would have in- 
formed him of thoſe Thin:s, which we, from 
gur Inſpiration, are enabled to open and diicovere 
Of Readers who, from ſuch Conceits as theſe, 
condemn the Wiſdom or Penetration of Mr. 
Alfvirihy, I ſhall not ſcruple to ſay, that they 
make a very bad and ungrateful Uſe of that 
Knowledge which we have communicated to 
them. 
Theſe apparent Errors in the Dodrine of 
Thwackum ſerved greatly to palliate the contrary 
Errors in that of Square, which our good Man 
no leſs faw and condemned. Ile thought indeed 
that the different Exuberancics of theſe Gentle- 
men would correct their different Imperſections; 
and that from both, eſpecially with his Aſſiſtance, 
the two Lads would derive ſufficient Precepts of 
true Religion and Virtue, If the Event happened 
contrary to his Ex pectations, this poilibly pro— 
ceeded from ſome Fault in the Plan itſelf; which 
the Reader hath my Leave to diſcover, if he can: 
For we do not pretend to introduce any infallible 
Characters into this Hiſtory; where we hope no- 
G 6 thing 
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thing will be found which hath never yet been 
ſeen in human Nature. 

To return therefore; the Reader will not, I 
think, wonder, that the different Behaviour of the 
two Lads above commemorated, produced the 
different Effects, of which he hath already ſeen 
ſome Inſtance; and belides this, there was ano- 
ther Reaſon for the Conduct of the Philoſopher 
and the Pedagogue: but this being Matter of 
great Importance, we ſhall reveal it in the next 
Chapter. | 


CHAP. VI. 


Containing a better Reaſon /lill for the before-man=- 
| tioned Opinions. 


T is to be known then, that thoſe two learned 
1 Perſonages, who have lately made a conſider- 
able Figure on the Theatre of this Hiſtory, had 
from their firſt Arrival at Mr. Al/worthy's Houſe, 
taken ſo great an Affection, the one to his Virtue, 
the other to his Religion, that they had meditated 
the cloſeſt Alliance with him, | 

For this Purpoſe they had caſt their Eyes on 
that fair Widow, whom, tho' we have not for 
ſome Time made any Mention of her, the Reader, 
we truſt, hath not forgot. Mrs. Blifil was in- 
deed the Object to which they both aſpired. 

It may ſeem remarkable, that of four Perſons 
whom we have commemorated at Mr. Alfworthy's 
Houſe, three of them ſhould fix their Inclinations 
on a Lady who was never preatly celebrated for 
her Beauty, and who was, moreover, now A 
little deſcended into the Vale of Years; but in 
reality Boſom-Friends, and intimate Acquaint- 

* ance, 
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ance, have a Kind of natural Propenſity to par- 
ticular Females at the Houſe of a Friend, vix. to 
his Grand- mother, Mother, Siſter, Daughter, 
Aunt, Niece, and Couſin, when they are rich; 

and to his Wife, Siſter, Daughter, Niece, Cous 
Miſtreſs, or Servant-Maid, if they ſhould be hand- 


ſome. 


We would not, however, have our Reader 


imagine, that Perſons of ſuch Characters as were 
ſupported by Thwackum and Square, would un- 
dertake a Matter of this Kind, which hath been 
a little cenſured by ſome rigid Moraliſts, before 
they had thoroughly examined it, and conſidered 
whether it was (as Shakeſpear phraſes it) * Stuff 
© © th' Conſcience' or no. Thwackum was en- 
couraged to the Undertaking, by reflecting, that 
to covet your Neighbour's Siſter is no where for- 
bidden; and he knew it was a Rule in the Con- 
ſtruction of all Laws, that * Expreſſum facit ceſ- 

* ſare Tacitum. The Senſe of which is, When 
* a Law-giver ſets down plainly his whole Mean- 
« ing, we are prevented from making him mean 
« what we pleaſe ourſelves.“ As ſome Inſtances 
of Women, therefore, are mentioned in the Di- 
vine Law, which forbids us to covet our Neigh- 
bour's Goods, and that of a Siſter omitted, he 
concluded it to be lawful. And as to Square, with 
was in his Perſon what is called a jolly Fellow, 
or a Widow's Man, he eaſily reconciled his Choice 
to the eternal Fitneſs of Things. 


Now, as both theſe Gentlemen were induſtri- 


ous in taking every Opportunity of recommend- 
ing themſelves to the Widow, they apprehended 
one certain Method was, by giving her Son the 
conſtant Preference to the other Lad; and, as 


they conceived the Kindneſs and Affection which 
Mr. 
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Mr. Ailworthy ſhewed the latter, muſt be highly 
diſagrecable to her, they doubted not but the Jay- 
ang "hold on all Occaſions to degrade and vilify 
him, would be highly pleaſing to her; who, as 
me hated the Boy, muſt love all thoſe who did 
him any Hurt. In this Thwackum had the Ad- 
vantage; for wilie Square could only fcarify the 
poor Lad's Reputation, he could flea his Skin; 
and, indeed, he conſidered every Laſh he gave 
him, as a Compliment paid to his Miſtreſs; (o 
that he could, with the utmoſt Propriety, repeat 
this old flogging Line, © Caftigo te nin quid odia 
by habeam, ſed a,: AMEM ; I chaſtife thee not out 
© of Hatred, but out of Love.“ And this, indecd, 
he often bad in his 1touth, or rather, according to 
the old Phraſe, never more properly an; plied, at 
his Fingers Ends. 

For this Reaſon principally, the two Gentle— 
men concurred, as we have ſeen above, in their 
Opinion concerning the two Lads; this being, 
indecd, almoſt the only Inſtance of their CONCUr=- 
ring on any Point: For, befides the Difference of 
their Principies, they had both long ago ſtrongly 
ſuſpected each other's Deiton, and hated one ano- 
ther with no little Degree of Inveteracy. 

This mutual Animoſity was a good deal en- 
creaſed by their alternate Succeſſes: For Mrs, 
Blifil knew what they would be at Jong before 
they imagined it; or indecd intended ſhe ſhould ; 
For they proceeded with great Coon, leſt ſhe 
ſhould be offended, and acquaint Mr. Aliworthy, 
But they had no Reaſon ſor any ſuch Pear (he 
was well enough pleaſed with a Paſſion, of which 
ſhe intended none ſhould have any us but 
herſelf, And the only Fruits ſhe deſigned for 
herlelf, were Flattery and Courtſhip; for which 
Purpoſe, 
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Purpoſe, ſhe ſoothed them by Turns, and a long 
Time equally. She was, indeed, rather inclined 
to favour the Parſon's Principles; but Square's 
Perſon was more agreeable to her Eye, for he was 
a comely Man; whereas the Pedagogue did in 
Countenance very nearly reſemble that Gentle- 
man, who, in the Harlot's Progreſs, is ſeen cor- 
recting the Ladies in Pridewel!, | 

Whether Mrs, Bliſil had been ſurfeited with the 
Sweets of Marriage, or diſguſted by its Bitters, 


or from what other Cauſe it proceeded, I will not 


determine; but ſhe could never be brought to 
liſten to any ſecond Propoſals. However, ſhe 
at laſt converſed with Square with ſuch a Degree 
of Intimacy, that malicious TI ongues began to 
whiſper Things of her, to which, as well for 
the Sake of the La ady, as that they were highly 
diſagreeable to the Rule of Right, and the Fitneſs 
of Things, we will give no Credit, and therefore 
ſhall not blot our Paper with them. The Peda- 
gogue, 'tis certain, whipt on, without getting a 
vtep nearer to his Journey's End. 

Indeed, he had committed a great Error, and 
that Suare diſcovered much ſooner than himſelf. 
Mrs. Bliſil (as, perhaps, the Reader may have 
formerly guelled) was not over and above pleaſed 
with the Behaviour of her Huſband; nay, to be 
honeſt, ſhe abſolutely hated him, till his Death, 
at laſt, a little reconciled him to her Affections. 
It will not be therefore greatly wondered at, if 
ſhe had not the moſt violent Regard to the Off- 
ſpring ſhe had by him. And, in Fact, the had fo 
little of this Regard, that in his Infancy ſhe ſel- 
doin ſaw her Son, or took any Notice of him; 
and hence ſhe acquieſced, after a little Reluct ince, 


in all the Favours which Mir. Alliborihy ſhowered 
On 


4 

7 ft 
ſy 
- I 
9 
3 
= 
- 

: 
WM 
1 

bo 
1 
17 . 
1 
* 

x4 


UT 


— , ; 
—— 7 BORAT IS © oven nr 2a ea 46] 
"T7 , 
3 3 — nd — 
IX n ES * Xe"; — * 


— 2 ———— H—ä 
—— N — * a = — 
* ** n — 


2 EO IR — 


136 The HISTORY Book III. 


on the Foundling; whom the good Man called his 
own Boy, and in all Things put on an entire 
Equality with Maſter Bil. The Acquieſcence 
in Mrs. Blifil was conſidered by the Neighbours, 
and by the Family, as a Mark of her Condeſcen- 
ſion to her Brother's Humour, and ſhe was ima- 
gined by all others, as well as Thwackum and 
Sguare, to hate the Foundling in her Heart; nay, 
the more Civility ſhe ſhewed him, the more they 
conceived ſhe deteſted him, and the ſurer Schemes 
ſhe was laying for his Ruin: For as they thought 
it her Intereſt to hate him, it was very difficult for 
her to perſuade them ſhe did not. | 

Thwackum was the more confirmed in his Opi— 
nion, as ſhe had more than once ſlily cauſed him 
to whip Tom Jones, when Mr. Allworthy, who 
was an Enemy to this Exerciſe, was abroad; 
whereas the had never given any ſuch Orders 
concerning young Blifl, And this had like- 
wiſe impoſed upon Square. In reality, tho' ſhe 
certainly hated her own Son, of which, how- 
ever monſtrous it appears, I am aſſured, ſhe is not 
a ſingular Inſtance, ſhe appeared, notwithſtand- 
ing all her outward Compliance, to be in her 
Heart ſufficiently difpleaied with all the Favour 
ſhewn by Mr. Alliborthy to the Foundling. She 
frequently complained of this behind her Brother's 
Back, and very ſharply cenſured him for it, both 
to Thwackum and Square; nay, ſhe would throw 
it in the Teeth of Al/worthy himſelf, when a little 
Quarrel, or Miff, as it is vulgarly called, arofe 
between them. | 

However, when Tn grew up, and gave To- 
kens of that Gallantry of Temper which greatly 
recommends Men to Women, this Ditinclination 
which ſhe had diſcovercd to him when a Child, 
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by Degrees abated, and at laſt ſhe ſo evidently 
demonſtrated her Affection to him to be much 
ſtronger than what ſhe bore her own Son, that it 
was impoſſible to miſtake her any longer. She 
was fo deſirous of often ſeeing him, and diſcovered 
ſuch Satisfaction and Delight in his Company, 
that before he was eighteen years old, he was 
become a Rival to both Square and Thwackum 3 
and what is worſe, the whole Country began to 
talk as loudly of her Inclination to Tom, as they 
had before done of that which ſhe had ſhewn to 
Square; on which Account the Philoſopher con- 
ceived the moſt implacable Hatred for our poor 
Hero. 


C HAP. VII. 


In which the Author himſelf makes his Appearance 
on the Stage. 


T H O' Mr. Allworthy was not of himſelf 

haſty to ſee Things in a diſadvantageous 
Light, and was a Stranger to the public Voice, 
which ſeldom reaches to a Brother or a Huſband, 
tho' it rings in the Ears of all the Neighbourhood ; 
yet was this Affection of Mrs, Blifil to Tom, and 
the Preference which ſhe too viſibly gave him to 
Her own Son, of the utmoſt Diſadvantage to that 
Youth, 

For ſuch was the Compaſſion which inhabited 
Mr. Allworthy's Mind, that nothing but the Steel 
of Juſtice could ever ſubdue it. To be unfortu- 
nate in any Reſpect was ſufficient, if there was no 
Demerit to counterpoiſe it, to turn the Scale of 
that good Man's Pity, and to engage his Friend- 
| ſhip, and his Benefaction, 

RT | When 
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When therefore he plainly ſaw Maſter B/if/ 
was abſolutely deteſted (for that he was) by his 
own Mother, he began, on that Account only, to 
look with an Eye of Compaſſion upon him; and 
what the Effects of Compaſtion are in good and 
benevolent Minds, I need not here explain to 
moſt of my Readers. | 

Henceforward, he ſaw every Appearance of 
Virtue in the Youth through the magnifying End, 
and viewed all his Faults with the Glaſs inveited, 
{o that they became ſcarce perceptible. And this 
perhaps the amiable Temper of Pity may make 
commendable; but the next Step the Weakneſs 
of human Nature alone muſt excuſe : For he no 
ſooner perceived that Preference which Mrs, 54 
fil gave to Tom, than that poor Youth (however 
innocent) began to {ink in his Affections as he 
roſe in hers. This, it is true, would of itſelf 
alone never have been able to eradicate Jones from 
his Boſom; but it was greatly injurious to him, 
and prepared Mr. Alliworthy's Mind for thoſe Im- 
preſſions, which afterwards produced the mighty 
Events that will be contained hereafter in this 
Hiſtory; and to which, it muſt be confeſt, the 
unfortunate Lad, by his own Wantonneſs, Wild- 
nels, and Want of Caution, too much cuntri- 
buted. a | 

In recording ſome Inſtances of theſe, we ſhall, 
if rightly underſtood, afford a very uſeful Leſſon 
to thoſe well-diſpoſed Youths, who ſhall hercatter 
be our Readers: For they may here find that 
Goodneſs of Heart, and Openneſs of 'I ewper, 
tho* theſe may give them great Comfort within, 
and adminiſter to an honeſt Pride in their own 
Minds, will by no Means, alas! do their Buſineſs 
in the World. Prudence and Circumſpection are 

neceſſary 
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neceſſary even to the beſt of Men. They are 
indeed, as it were, a Guard to Virtue, without 
which ſhe can never be ſafe, It is not enough, 
that your. Deſigns, nay that your Actions are in- 
trinſically good; you muſt take Care they ſhall 
appear ſo. If your Inſide be never ſo beautiful, 
you mult preſerve a fair Outſide allo. This muſt 
be conſtantly looked to, or Malice and Envy will 
take Care to blacken it fo, that the Sagacity and 
Goodneſs of an Allworthy will not be able to ſee 
thro' it, and to diſcern the Beauties within. Let 
this, my young Readers, be your conſtant Maxim, 
That no Man can be good enough to enable him 
to neglect the Rules of Prudence; nor will Virtue 
herſelf look beautiful, unleſs ſhe be bedecked with 
the outward Ornaments of Decency and Deco» 
rum. And this Precept, my worthy Diſciples, if 
you read with due Attention, you will, I hope, 
ſind ſufficiently enforced by Examples in the fol- 
lowing Pages. | 

I aſk Pardon for this ſhort Appearance, by Way 
of Chorus, on the Stage. jt is in reality for my 
own Sake, that while I am diſcovering the Rocks 
on which Innocence and Goodneſs often ſplit, I 
may not be miſunderſtood to recommend the very 
Means to my worthy Readers, by which I intend 
to ſhew them they will be undone. And this, as 
] could not prevail on any of my Actors to ſpeak, 
I was obliged to declare myſelf, 
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CHAS. VAIL 


A childiſh Incident, in which, however, is ſeen a gocd- 
natured Diſpoſition in Tom Jones. 


T HE Reader may remember, that Mr. Alliuer- 
thy gave Tom Jones a little Horſe, as a Kind of 
Smart- money for the Puniſhment, which he ima- 
gined he had ſuffered innocently. 
This Horſe Tom kept above half a Year, and 
wy rode him to a neighbouring Fair, and fold 

im. 

At his Return, being queſtioned by Thwackum, 
what he had done with the Money for which the 
Horſe was ſold, he frankly declared he would not 
tel f him: r 

O ho lxſays Thwackum, you will not! then 
I will have it out of your Br— h;“ that being 
the Place to which he always applied for Informa- 
tiom on every doubtful- Occaſion. . 

Tom was now mounted on the Back of a Foot- 
man, and every Thing prepared for Execution, 
when Mr. Allworthy entering the Room, gave the 
Criminal a Reprieve, and took him with him into 
another Apartment ; where being alone with Tom, 
he put the ſame Queſtion to him which Thwackum 


had before aſked him. 7 


Tom anſwered, He could in Duty refuſe him no- 
thing ; but as for that tyrannical Raſcal, he would 
never make him any other Anſwer than .with a 
Cudgel, with which he hoped ſoon to be able to 

pay him for all his Barbarities 
Mr. Alkworthy very ſeverely reprimanded the 
Lad, for his indecent and diſreſpectful 4 * 
ions 
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ſions concerning his Maſter; but much more for 
his avowing an Intention of Revenge. He 
threatened him with the entire Loſs of his Favour, 
if he ever heard ſuch another Word from his 
Mouth; for he ſaid, he would never ſupport or 
befriend a Reprobate. By theſe and the like De- 
clarations, he extorted ſome Compunction from 
Tom, in which that Youth was not over ſincere: 
For he really meditated ſome Return for all the 
ſmarting Favours he had received at the Hands of 
the Pedazogue. He was, however, brought by 
Mr. Allworthy to expreſs a Concern for his Re- 
ſentment againſt Thwackum; and then the good 
Man, after ſome wholeſome Admonition, per- 
mitted him to proceed, which he did, as fol- 
lows: | 
Indeed, my dear Sir, I love and honour you 
more than all the World: I know the great 
Obligations I have to you, and ſhould deteſt 
myſelf, if J thought my Heart was capable of 
Ingratitude. Could the little Horſe you gave 
me ſpeak, I am ſure he could tell you how fond 
I was of your Preſent: For I had more Plea- 
ſure in feeding him, than in riding him. In- 
deed, Sir, it went to my Heart to part with 
him; nor would I have ſold him upon any 
other Account in the World than what I did. 
You yourſelf, Sir, I am convinced, in my Caſe, 
would have done the ſame: For none ever fo 
ſenſibly felt the Misfortunes of others. What 
would you feel, dear Sir, if you thought your- 
ſelf the Occaſion of them ? — Indeed, Sir, there 
never was any Miſery like theirs.'——< Like 
whoſe, Child r' fays Alliuorthy : What do you 
mean? Oh, Sir,“ anſwered Tom, your 
poor Game- keeper, with all his large Family, 
| | * EVER 
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« ever ſince your diſcarding him, have been periſh- 
ing with all the Miſeries of Cold and Hunger, 
I could not bear to ſee theſe poor Wretches 
naked and ſtarving, and at the fame Time Know 
myſelf to have been the Occaſion of all their 
Sufferings.— I could not bear it, Sir, upon my 
Soul, I could not.“ [Here the Tears run down 
his Cheeks, and he thus proceeded] © It was to 
< ſave them from abſolute Deſtruction, I parted 
with your dear Preſent, notwithſtanding all the 
Value I had for it.—T fold the Horſe for them, 
and they have every Farthing of the Money,” 
Mr. Allkwvorthy now ftood ſilent for ſome Mo- 
ments, and before he ſpoke, the Tears ſtarted 
from his Eyes. He at length diſmiſſed Tom with 
a gentle Rebuke, adviſing him for the future to 


Ll) 


apply to him in Caſes of Diſtreſs, rather than 
to uſe extraordinary Means of relieving them 
himſelf. 


This Affair was afterwards the Subject of much 
Debate between 7hwackum and Square. T hwackum 
held, that this was flying in Mr. Aikvorthy's Face, 


who had intended to puniſh the Fellow for his Diſ- 
obedience. He ſaid, in ſome Inſtances, what the 


World called Charity appeared to him to be op- 


poſing the Will of the Almighty, which had 
marked ſome particular Perſons for Deſtruction ; 


and that this was in like Manner acting in Oppo- 
ſition to Mr. Alliborthy; concluding, as uſual, 
with a hearty Recommendation of Birch, 

Square argued ſtrongly, on the other Side, in 


Oppoſition perhaps to Thwackum, or in Compli- 


ance with Mr. Allruorthy, who ſeemed very much 
to approve what Janes had done. As to what he 
urged on this Occaſion, as I am convinced molt 
of my Readers will be much abler Advocates for 


Poor 
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poor Jones, it would be impertinent to relate it. 
Indeed it was not difficult to reconcile to the Rule 
„, Night, an Action which it would have been im- 
poſſible to deduce from the Rule of Wrong. 


C H A . 


Containing an Incident of a more heinous Kind, with 
the Comments of Thwackum and Square. 


11 hath been obſerved by ſome Men of much 

greater Reputation for Wiſdom than myſelf, 
that Misfortunes ſeldom come ſingle. An Inſtance 
of this may, | believe, be ſeen in thoſe Gentlemen 
who have the Misfortune to have any of their 
| Rogueries detected: For here Diſcovery ſeldom 
{tops till the Whole is come out. Thus it hap- 
pened to poor Jom; who was no ſooner pardoned 
for ſelling the Horſe, than he was diſcovered to 
have ſome J'ime before ſold a fine Bible which 
Mr. Alliborthy gave him, the Money ariſing from 
which Sale he had diſpoſed of in the ſame Man- 
ner. This Bible Maſter B/fi/ had purchaſed, tho” 
he had al:eady ſuch another of his own, partly out 
of Reſpect for the Book, and partly out of Friend- 
ſhip to Tom, being unwilling that the Bible ſhould 
be told out of the "Family at half Price. He there- 
fore diſburſed the ſaid half Price himſelf; for he 
was a very prudent Lad, and fo careful of his Mo- 
ney, that he had laid up almoſt every Penny 
which he had received from Mr. Allivorthy. 

Some People have been noted to be able to read 
in no Book but their own. On the contrary, 
from the Time when Maſter 2!if was firſt pol- 
ſeſled of this Bible, he never uſed? any other. Nay, 
he was ſeen reading in it much oftener than he ha4 

before 
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before been in his own. Now, as he frequently 


aſked Thwackum to explain difficult Paſſages to 


him, that Gentleman unfortunately took Notice 
of Tom's Name, which was written in many 
Parts of the Book. This brought on an Enquiry, 
which obliged Maſter BIifil to diſcover the whole 
Matter, | 

Thwackum was reſolved, a Crime of this Kind, 
which he called Sacrilege, ſhould not go un- 
puniſhed. He therefore proceeded immediately to 
Caſtigation ; and not contented with that, he ac- 
quainted Mr. Alltworthy, at their next Meeting, 
with this monſtrous Crime, as it appeared to him; 
inveighing againſt Tom in the molt bitter Terms, 
and likening him to the Buyers and Sellers who 
were driven out of the Temple, 

Square ſaw this Matter in a very different Light, 
He ſaid, He could not perceive any higher Crime 
in ſelling one Book than in ſelling another; that 


to ſell Bibles was ſtrictly lawful by all Laws both 


Divine and Human, and conſequently there was 
no Unfitneſs in it. He told Thwackum, that his 
great Concern on this Occaſion brought to his 
Mind the Story of a very devout Woman, who 
out of pure Regard to Religion, ſtole Tillatſon's 
Sermons from a Lady of her Acquaintance. 

This Story cauſed a vaſt Quantity of Blood to 
ruſh into the Parſon's Face, which of itſelf was 
none of the paleſt; and he was going to reply 
with great Warmth and Anger, had not Mrs. 
Blifil, who was preſent at this Debate, interpoſed. 
That Lady declared herſelf abſolutely of. Mr, 
Sguare's Side. She argued, indeed, very learnedly 


in Support of his Opinion; and concluded with 


ſaying, If Tom had been guilty of any Fault, ſhe 
muſt confeſs her own Son appeared to be 


equally 
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equally culpable; for that ſhe could ſee no Diffe- 
rence between the Buyer and the Seller; both 
of whom were alike to be driven out of the 
Temple, 

Mrs. Bliſil having declared her Opinion, put 
an End to the Debate. Squares Triumph would 
almoſt have ſtopt his ends, had he needed them; 
and 7 hwackum, beſides that, for Reaſons before- men- 
tioned, he durſt not venture at diſobliging the Lady, 
was almoſt choaked with Indignation. As to 
Mr. Alirvorthy, he ſaid, Since the Boy had been 
already puniſhed, he would not deliver his Sen- 
timents on the Occaſion; and whether he was, 
or was not angry with the Lad, I mult leave to 
the Reader's own Conjecture, 

Soon after this, an Action was brought againſt 
the Game-keeper by *Squire Metern, (the Gen- 
tleman in whoſe Manor the Partridge was killed) 
for Depredations of the like Kind, This was a 
molt unfortunate Circumitance for the Fellow, as 
it not only of itfelf threatened his Ruin, but ac- 
tually prevented Mr. Aulꝛvorthy from reſtoring him 
to his Favour : For as that Gentleman was walk- 
ing out one Evening with Matter Blifil and young 
Jones, the latter {lily drew him to the Habitation 
of Black George; Where the Family of that poor 
Wretch, namely, his Wife and Children, were 
found in all the Miſcry with which Cold, Hun- 
ger, and Nakedneis, can affect human Creatures: 
For as to the Money they had received from Janes, 
former Debts had conſumed almoſt the wh: 'e. 
Such a Scene as this could not fail of affecting 
the Heart of Mr. Alſwrthy, He immediately gave 
the Mother a couple of Guineas, with which he 
bid her cloath her Children. The poor Woman 


burſt into Lears at this Goodneſs, and while ſhe 
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was thanking him, could not refrain from expreſſ: - 
ing her Gratitude to 7%; who had, ſhe ſaid, 
long preſerved both her and hers from ſtarving. 
We have not,” ſays ſhe, © had a Rlorſel to eat, 
nor have theſe poor Children had a Rag to put on, 
© but what his Goodneſs hath beſtowed on us.” 
For indeed, beſides the Horſe and the Bible, Tom 
had acrificed a Night-Gown and other Things to 
the Ule of this diſtreſſed Family. 

On their Return home, em made uſe of all 
his Eloquence to diſplay the W retchednels of theſe 
People, and the Penitence of Black Gco ge him— 
ſelf; and in this he ſucceeded fo well, that Mr. 
Allwortly ſaid, He thought the Man had ſuffered 
enough for what was pat ; ; that he would forgive 
him, "and. think of ſome Means of providing for 
him and his Family. 

oncs was ſo delighted with the News, that 
tho' it was dark when they returned home, he 
could not help going back a Nite, in a Shower of 
Rain, to acquaint the poor Woman with the glad 
Tidings; but, like other haſty Divulgers of 
News, he only brought on himſelf the "Trouble 
of contradicting it: For the Ill-fortune of Black 
George made uſe of the very Opportunity of his 


Fried s Abſence to overturn all again. 


V 


In which Mefeer Blifil and Jones appear in dif- 
ferent Laghts, 


ASTER Bl:#! fell very ſhort of his Com- 
| panion In the amiable Quality of Mercy 
but tie as greatly exceeded him in one of a much 


higher Kind, namely, in Juttice: In which he 


followed 
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followed both the Precepts and Example of 
Thwackum and Square; for tho' they would both 
make frequent Uſe of the Word Mercy, yet it 
was plain, that in reality S$qzare held it to be in- 
conſiſtent with the Rule of Right; and Thwac- 
tum was for doing Juſtice, and Jeaving Mercy to 
Heaven. The two Gentlemen did indeed ſome- 
what difter in Opinion concerning the Objects of 
this ſublime Virtue; by which 7hwackum would 
probably have deſtroyed one half of Mankind, 
and Square the other half, 

Matter Bf! then, though he had kept Sienc 
in the Preſence of Jones, yet when he had E 
conſidered the Matter, could by no Means endure 
the Thought of ſaffering his Uncle to confer Fa- 
vours on ihe Undeſerving. He therefore reſolved 
immediately to acquaint him with the Fact which 
we have above ſlightly hinted to the Readers, 
The Truth of which was as follows: 

The Game-keeper, about a Year after he was 
diſmiticd from Mr. A Froorthy's Service, and be 
fore Tom's ſelling the Horſe, being in Want of 
Bread, either to fill his own N n, or thoſe of 
his F amily, as $: paited through a Field belong- 
ing to Mr. Hiſtu u, eſpi ied a Hare litting in her 
Form. This Hare he had baſcly and barbarouf! 
knocked on the Head, againſt the Laws of the 
Land, and no leis ayzainit the Laws of Sportl- 
men. 

The Higler to whom the Hare was ſold, being 
unfortunatcly taken many Months after with a 
Quantity of Game upon him, was obliged to male 
his Peace with the *Squire, by becoming Evidence 

azainſt ſome Poacher. And now Black Georre 
was pitched upon by him, as being a Perſon al- 
ready ODNOXIOUS to Mr. Vellern, and one of no 
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good Fame in the Country. He was, beſides, 
the beſt Sacrifice the Higler could make, as he 
had ſupplied him with no Game ſince; and by 
this Means the Witneſs had an Opportunity of 
ſcreening his better Cuſtomers : For the 'Squire, 


being charmed with the Power of puniſhing lack 


George, whom a ſingle Tranſgreſſion was ſufficient 
toruin, made no further Enquiry. 

Had this Fact been truly laid before Mr. Al- 
worthy, it might probably have done the Game- 
keeper very little Miſchief. But there is no Zeal 
blinder than that which is inſpired with the Love 
of Juſtice againſt Offenders, Maſter Blif] had 
forgot the Diſtance of the Time. He varied like- 
wiſe in the Manner of the Fact; and, by the 
haſty Addition of the ſingle Letter 8, he conh- 
derably altcred the Story : for he ſaid that George 
had wired Hares. Theſe Alterations might pro- 
bably have been ſet right, had not Maſter Blfil 
unluckily inſiſted on a Promiſe of Secrecy from 
Mr. Al'worthy, before he revealed the Matter to 
him; but, by that Means, the poor Game-kceper 
was condemned, without having any Opportuni— 
ty to defend himſelf: For as the Fact of killing 
the Hare, avd of the Action brought, were cer— 
tainly true, Mr, £.4worthy had no Doubt con- 
cerning the reſt. | 

Short- lived then was the Joy of theſe poor Peo— 
ple; for Mr. Heri the next Morning declared 
be had freſh Reaſon, without afligning it, for his 
Anger, and tfi:.cily torvad 7% to mention George 


——any more; though as for his Family, he fa'd, he 


would endeavour to keep them from ſtarving: 


but as to the Fellow hini{cli, he would leave him 
to the Laws, which nothing could keep him from 


Tom 
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Tim could by no Means divine what had in- 
cenſed Mr. Alkvorthy : For of Maſter Bliſl he 
had not the leaſt Suſpicion. However, as his 
Friendſhip was to be tired out by no Diſappoint- 
ments, he now determined to try another Me- 
thod of preicrving the poor Game-keeper from 
Ruin, 

Jones was lately grown very intimate with Mr. 
I/c/tern, He had fo greatly recommended him- 
ſelf to that Gentleman, by leaping over hve-bar- 
red Gates, and by other Acts of Sportmanſhip, 
that the *SG ire had declared Tom would certainly 

make a gicat Man, if he had but ſufficient En- 
couragem<1it, He often wiſhed he had himſelf a 
Son with ſuch Parts; and one Day very ſolemnly 
alerted at a drinking Bout, that 7% ſhould hunt 
a Pack of Hounds, for a thouſand Pound of his 
Money, with any Huntſman in the whole 
Country. 

By tuch Kind of Talents he had fo ingratiated 
himſelf wich the *Squire, that he was a molt 
welcome Gueſt at his Table, and a favourite 
Companion in his Sport: Every Thing w hich the 
Squire held molt dear; to wit, his Guns, Dogs, 

and Horſes, were now as much at the Command 
of oucs, as if they had been his own, Ee re- 
ſolved therefore to make uſe of this Favour on 
Behalf of his Friend Black George, whom he 
hoped to introduce into Mr. /7*tern's Family, 
in the ſame Capacity in which he had before 
ſerved Mr. Aliworthy. 

The Reader, if he conſiders that this Fellow 
was already obnoxious to Mr. /7/e:n, and if he 
conſiders farther the wei ghty Buſineſs by which 
that Gentleman's Di! pleaſure had been incurred, 
will perhaps — this as a fooliſh and deſpe- 
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rate Undertaking ; but if he ſhould not totally con- 
demn young ones on that Account, he will 
greatly applaud him for ſtrengthening himſelf 

with all imaginable Intereſt on o arduous an Oc- 


caſion. 


For this Purpoſe then Tem applied to Mr, 
Meſtern's Daughter, a young Lady of about ſe— 
ventcens Years of Age, whom her Father, next 
after thoſe neceſſary Implements of Sport juſt be- 
fore mentioned, loved and eſteemed above all the 
Worid. Now, as ſhe had ſome Influence on the 
Squire, ſo 7% had ſome little Influence on her. 
But this being the intended Heroine of this Work, 
a Lady with whom we ourſelves are greatly in 
Love, and with whom many of our Readers will 
probably be in Love too before we part, it is by 
no Means proper ſhe thould make her * 
at the End of a Bock. 
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 S Truth diſtinguiſhes our Writings from 
thoſe idle Romances which are filled 

with Monſters, the Productions, not of 
Nature, but of diſtempered Brains; and which 
have been therefore recommended by an eminent 
Critic to the ſole Uſe of the Paſtry-cook : So, 
on the other hand, we would avoid any Refem- 
blance to that Kind of Hiſtory which a celebrat- 
ed Poet ſeems to think is no leſs calculated for 
the Emolument of the Brewer, as the reading it 


H 4 ſhould 


tl 
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ſhould be always attended with a Tankard of 


good Ale, 


While-- Hiſtory with her Comrade Ale, 
Sooths the ſad Series of her ſerious Tale. 


For as this is the ts xa of modern Hiſtorians, 
nay, perhaps their Mule, if we may believe the 
Opinion of Butler, who attributes Inſpiration to 
Ale, it ought likewiſe to be the Potation of their 
Readers ; ſince every Book ought to be read with 
the ſame Spirit, and in the ſame Manner, as it is 
writ, Thus the famous Author of Hurlthrumbs 
told a learned Biſhop, that the Reaſon his Lord— 
{hip could not taſte the Excellency of his Piece, 
was, that he did not read it with a Fiddle in his 
Hand ; which Inſtrument he himſelf had always 
had in his own, when he compoſed it. 

That our Work, therefore, might be in no 
Danger of being likened to the Labours of theſe 
Hilto rians, wo 700 taken every Occaſion of in- 

er perſing through the whole ſundry Similes, De- 
Ar ptions, . ocher kind of poetical Embelliſh- 
ments. Theſe are, indeed, deſigned to ſupply 
the Place of the ſaid Ale, and to refreſh the Mind, 
whenever thoſe Slumbers which in a long Wo: K 
are apt to invade the Reader as well as the Wri— 
ter, ſhall begin to crcep upon him. Without In- 
terruptions of this Kind, the beſt Narrative of 
piain Matter of Fact muſt over power every Rea- 
derz for nothing but the everlaſting Watch- 
fulneſs, which Zr mer hath | aſcribed to 'Fove 


himſelf, can be Proof againit a News-Paper of 


many Volumes. 
We ſhall leave to the Reader to determine 


with what Judgment we have choſen the ſeveral 
Occa ſions 
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Occaſions for inſerting theſe ornamental Parts of 
our Work. Surely it will be allowed that none 
could be more proper than the preſent ; where we 
are about to introduce a conſiderable Charac- 
ter on the Scene; no leſs, indeed, than the 
Heroine of this Heroic, Hiſtorical, Proſaic Poem. 
Here, therefore, we have thought proper to pre- 
pare the Mind of the Reader for her Reception, 
by filling it with every pleaſing Image, which we 
can draw from the Face of Nature. And for this 
Method we plead many Precedents. Fliit, this 
is an Art well known to, and much practiſed by, 
our Tragic Poets; who ſeldom fail to prepare 
their Audience for the Reception of their princl= 
pal Characters. 

Thus the Hero is always introduced with a 
Flourith of Drums and Trumpets „ in order to 
rouje a martia] Spirit in tne Audience, and to 
accommodite their Ears to Bombaſt and Fuſtian, 
which Mr, LZocit's blind Man wou'd not have 
groisly erred in ae . to the Sound of a FTrum- 
pet. Again, when Lovers are coming forth, ſoft 
Muſic often 2 them on the Stage, either 
to ſooth the Audience with all the Softneſs of the 
tender Paſſion, or to lull and prepare them for 
that gentle Slumber in which they will moſt pro— 
bably be compoſed by the enſuing Scene. 

And not only the Poets, but the Maſters of 
theſe Poets, the Managers of Playhouſes, ſeem 
to be in this Secret ; for, beſides the aforeſaid 
Kettle- Drums, Sc. which denote the Hero's 
Approach, he is generally uſhered on the Stage 
by a large [ro59 of half a dozen Scene-fſhifters 
and how necc fary theie are imagined to his Ap- 
pearance, may be concluded from the following 
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King Pyrrhus was at Dinner at an Alehouſe 
bordering on the Theatre, when he was ſum- 
moned to go on the Stage. The Hero, being 
unwilling to quit his Shoulder of Mutton, and 
as unwilling to draw on himſelf the Indignation 
of Mr. Wills, (his Brother Manager) for mak- 
ing the Audience wait, had bribed theſe his Har- 
bingers to be out of the Way, While Mr, 
Wills, therefore, was thundering out, Where 
£ are the Carpenters to walk on before King Pyr- 
E rhus,* that Monarch very quietly eat his Mut- 
ton, and the Audience, however impatient, were 
obliged to entertain themſclves with Muſic in his 

| Abſence. 
To be plain, I much queſtion whether the 
Politician, who hath generally a good Noſe, hath _ 
not ſcented out ſomewhat of the Utility of this | 
Practice. I am convinced, that awful Magiſtrate 
my Lord Mayor contracts a good deal of that 
Reverence which attends him through the Year, [7 
by the ſeveral Pageants which precede his Pomp. 
Nay, I muſt confeſs, that even I myſelf, who 
am not remarkably liable to be captivated with 
Show, have yielded not a little to the Impreſſions 
of much preceding State. When I have ſeen a 
Man ſtrutting in a Proceſſion, after others whoſe | 
Buſineſs was only to walk before him, I have | 
conceived a higher Notion of his Dignity, than | 
I have felt on ſeeing him in a common Situ- * 
ation. But there is one Inſtance which comes 
exactly up to my Purpoſe. This is the Cuſtom 
of ſending on a Baſket- woman, who is to pre- 1 
eede the Pomp at a Coronation, and to ſtrew the 3 
Stage with Flowers, before the great Perſonages 7 
begin their Proceſſion. The Antients would cer- 
tainly have invoked the Goddeſs Hora for this 
Purpoſe, 
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Purpoſe, and it would have been no Difficulty for 

their Prieſts or Politicians to have perſuaded the 

People of the real Preſence of the Deity, though 

a plain Mortal had perſonated her, and performed 

her Office. But we have no ſuch Deſign of im- 

poſing on our Reader; and therefore thoſe who 

object to the Heathen Theology, may, if they 

pleaſe, change our Goddeſs into the above-men= 

tioned Baſket-woman, Our Intention, in ſhort, 

is to introduce our Heroine with the utmoſt So- 

lemnity in our Power, with an Elevation of Stile, 

and all other Circumſtances proper to raiſe the 

Veneration of our Reader. Indeed we would, 

for certain Cauſes, adviſe thoſe of our Male Rea- 

5 ders who have any Hearts, to read no farther, 

were we not well aſſured, that how amiable ſo- 

| ever the Picture of our Heroine will appear, as 

— 1t is really a Copy from Nature, many of our 

fair Country-women will be found worthy to ſa- 

F tisfy any Paſſion, and to anſwer any Idea of Fe- 

male Perfection, which our Pencil will be able to 

raiſe, 

And now, without any further Preface, we 

proceed to our next Chapter, 


CTHAEF. 16 


| A ſhort Hint of what we can do in the Sublime, and. 
a Deſcription of {iſs Sophia Weſtern. 


* 


Uſhed be every ruder Breath. May the 

Heatnen Ruler of the Winds confine in 
iron Chains the boiſterous Limbs of noiſy Boreas, 
and the ſharp- pointed Noſe of bitter-biting Eurus. 
Do thou, {wecet Zep5yrus, riſing from thy fragrant 
Bed, mount the weſtern Sky, and lead on thoſe 
delicious 


e 
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delicious Gales, the Charms of which call forth 


the lovely Fl:ra from her Chamber, perfumed 


with pearly Dews, when on the firſt of June, 
her Birth-day, the blooming Maid, in looſe 
Attire, gently trips it over the verdant Mead, 
where every Flower rifes to do her Homage, *till 
the whole Ficld becomes enamelled, and Colours 
contend with Sweets which ſhall raviſh her moſt. 
So charming may ſhe now appear; and you 


the feather'd Choriſters of Nature, whoſe {weeteſt 


Notes not even Handel can excel, tune your me- 
lodious T hroats, to celebrate her Appearance, 
From Love proceeds your Mufic, and to Love 
it returns. Awaken therefore that gentle Paſſion 
in every Swain: For lo! adorned with all the 
Charms in which Nature can array her ; bedeck- 
ed with Beauty, Youth, Sprightlineſs, Innocence, 
Modeſty, and Tendernefs, breathing Sweetnels 
trom her roſy Lips, and darting Brightneſs from 
her ſparkling Eyes, the lovely Sophia comes. 
Reader, perhaps thou haſt ſeen the Statue of 
the Venus de Medicis, Perhaps too, thou haſt 
ſeen the Gallery of Beauties at Hampton Court. 
Thou may'ſt remember each bright Churchill“? 
the Galaxy, and all the Toaſts * the NKit-Car. 
Or if their Reign was before thy Times, at leaſt 
thou haſt ſeen their Daughters, the no leſs daz- 
zling Beauties of the preſent Age; whoſe Names, 


ſhould we here inſert, we apprehend they would 


Hill the whole Volume. 

Now if thou haſt feen all theſe, be not afraid 
of the rude Anſwer which Lord Roche/ter once 
gave to a Man, who had ſeen many Things. 
No. If thou haſt ſeen all theſe without knowing 


what Beauty is, thou haſt no Eyes; if without 


Yet 


feeling its Power, thou haſt no Heart, 
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Vet is it poſſible, my Friend, that thou mayeſt 
have ſeen all theſe without being able to form an 
exact Idea of Sophia: for ſhe did not exactly re- 
ſemble any of them. She was moſt like the Pic- 
ture of Lady Ranelagh; and 1 have heard more 
Fill to the famous Dutcheſs of Mazarine but 
moit of all, ſhe reſembled one whoſe Image ne- 
ver can depart from my Breaſt, and whom, it 
thou doſt remember, thou haſt then, my Friend, 
an adequate Idea of Sophia, 

But left this ſnould not have been thy Fortune, 
we will endeavour with our utmoſt Skill to de- 
ſcribe this Paragon, though we are ſenſible that 
our higheſt Abilities are very inadequate to the 
Taſk. 

Sophia then, the only Daughter of Mr, ef 
tern, was a middle-fized Woman; but rather in- 
clining to tall, Her Shape was not only exact, 
but extremely delicate; and the nice Proportion 
of her Arms promiſed the trueſt Symmetry in 
her Limbs, Her Hair, which was black, was ſo 
luxuriant, that it reached her Middle, befork ſhe 
cut it, to comply with the modern Faſhion; and 
it was now curled fo oracefuily in her Neck, that 
few would believe it to be her own. It Envy 
could find any Part of her Face which demanded 
leſs Commendation than the reſt, it might poſſi- 
bly think her Forehead might have been higher 
without Prejudice to her. Her Eye-brows were 
full, even, and arched beyond e Power of Art 
to imitate. Her black Eyes had a Luſtre in 
them, which all her Softneſs could not extinguiſh. 
Her Noſe was exactly regular, and her Mouth, 
in which were two Rows of Ivory, exactly an- 
ſwered Sir John Suckling' s Deſcription in thoſe 
Lines: 

Her 
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Her Lips were red, and one was thin, 
Compar'd to that was next her Chin, 
Some Bee had flung ut newly, 


Her Cheeks were of the oval Kind; and in her 
right ſhe had a Dimple, which the leaſt Smile diſ- 
covered, Her Chin had certainly its Share in 
forming the Beauty of her Face; but it was dif- 
ficult to ſay it was either large or ſmall, tho” per- 
haps it was rather of the former Kind, Her 
Complexion had rather mote of the Lilly than of 
the Roſe; but when Exerciſe, or Modeſty, en- 
creaſed her natural Colour, no Vermilion could 


equal it, Then one might indeed cry out with 
the celebrated Dr. Donne, 


Her pure and eloquent Blood | 
Spoke in her Cheeks, and ſo diſtinetiy wrought, 
That one might alingſi ſay her Body thought. 


Her Neck was long and finely turned ; and 
here, if I was not afraid of offending her Delica- 
cy, I might juſtly ſay, the higheſt Beauties of the 
famous Venus de Medicis were outdone. Here 
was Whiteneſs which no Lillies, Ivory, nor 
| Alabaſter could match. The fineſt Cambric 
might indeed be ſuppoſed from Envy to cover 
that Boiom, which was much whiter than itſelf. 
It was indeed, 


Nitor ſplendens Pario marmore punius. 


A Gloſs ſhining beyond the pureſt Brightneſs. 
© of Parian Marble, | | 
Such 
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Such was the Outſide of Sophia; nor was this 
beautiful Frame diſgraced by an Inhabitant un- 
worthy of it. Her Mind was every way equal to 
her Perſon; nay, the latter borrowed ſome 
Charms from the former: For when ſhe imiled, 
the Sweetneſs of her "Temper diffuſed that Glory 
over her Countenance, which no Regularity of 
Features can give. But as there are no Perfec- 
tions of the Mind which do not diſcover them= 
ſelves, in that perfect Intimacy, to which we in- 
tend to introduce our Reader, with this charming 
young Creature ; ; ſo it is needleſs to mention them 
here: Nay. it is a Kind of tacit Aﬀront to our 
Reader's Underſtanding, and may alſo rob him 
of that Pleaſure which he will receive in forming 
his own Judgment of her Character. 

It may, however, be proper to ſay, that what- 
ever mental Accompliſhments ſhe had derived 
from Nature, they were ſomewhat improved and 
_ cultivated by Art: For ſhe had been educated 
under the Care of an Aunt, who. was a Lady of 
great Diſcretion, and was thoroughly acquainted 
with the World, having lived in her Youth about 
the Court, whence ſhe had retired ſome Years 
ſince into the Country, By her Converſation 
and Inſtructions, Sh was perfectly well-bred, 
though perhaps ſhe wanted a little of that Eaſe in 
her Behaviour, which is to be acquired only b 
Habit, and living within what is called the polite 
Circle, But this, to ſay the Truth, 1s often too 
dearly purchaſed ; and though it hath Charms fo 
inexpreſſible, that the French, perhaps, among 
other Qualities, mean to expreſs this, when they 
declare they know not what it is; yet its Ablence 
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is well compenſated by Innocence; nor can good 
Senſe, and a natural Gentility ever ſtand in need 


of it. 


CHAP. III. 


Wherein the Hiſtory goes back to commemorate 4 
trifling Incident that happened ſome Years ſince; 
but which, trifing as it was, had ſome future 
Conſequences, 


THE amiable Sophia was now in her eight- 
eenth Year, when ſhe is introduced into 
this Hiſtory, Her Father, as hath been ſaid, 
was fonder of her than of any other human Crea- 
ture. To her, therefore, Tom Jones applied in 
order to engage her Intereſt on the Behalf of his 
Friend the Game-keeper. 

But before we proceed to this Buſineſs, a ſhort 
Recapitulation of ſome previous Matters may be 
neceſſary. | 

Though the different Tempers of Mr. All- 
worthy, and of Mr. Metern, did not admit of a 
very intimate Correſpondence, yet they lived up- 
on what is called a decent Footing together; by 
which Means the young People of both Families 
had been acquainted from their Infancy ; and as 
they were all near of the ſame Age, had been fre- 
quent Play-mates together. 

The Gaiety of Tem's Temper ſuited better 
with Shia, than the grave and ſober Diſpoſition 
of Maſter B⁰⁰,,!. And the Preference which ſhe. 

aye the former of theſe, would often appear ſo 
plainly, that a Lad of a more paſſionate Turn 
than Maſter Blil was, might have ſhewn ſome 

Diſpleaſure at it. 
| As 
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As he did not, however, outwardly expreſs 
any ſuch Diſguſt, it would be an ill Office in us 
to pay a Viſit to the inmoſt Receſſes of his Mind, 
as ſome ſcandalous People ſearch into the moſt ſe- 
cret affairs of their Friends, and often pry into 
their Cloſets and Cupboards, only to diſcover 
their Poverty and Meanneſs to the World. 

However, as Perſons who ſuſpect they have 
given others Cauſe of Offence, are apt to con- 
clude they are offended; ſo Sephia imputed an 
Action of Maſter Blifil, to his Anger, which the 
ſuperior Sagacity of Thwackum and Square diſ- 
cerned to have ariſen from a much better Prin- 
ciple, 

Zem Jones, when very young, had preſented 
Sophia with a little Bird, which he had taken 


from the Neſt, had nurſed up, and taught to 


ling. 

Of this Bird, $-ph:a, then about thirteen Years 
old, was ſo extranualy fond, that her chief Bult- 
neſp was to fecd and tend it, and her chief Plea- 
jure to play with it. By theſe Means little Tem- 
my, for ſo the Bird was called, was become ſo 
tame, that it would feed out of the Hand oi its 
 Mittreſs, would perch. upon her Finger, and lie 
contented in her Boſom, where it ſcemed almoſt 
ſenlible of its own Happineſs; tho" the always 
kept a ſmall String about its Leg, nor would ever 
truſt it with the Lil berty of flying away. 

One Day, when Mr, Airorihy, and his whole 
Family, dined at Mr. I/eftein's, Maiter Bliſil, 
being in the G with little Shia, and ob- 
ſerving the extreme Fondneſs that ſhe ſhewed ior 
her little Bird, deſired her to truſt it for a Mo- 
ment in his Hands. Sophia preſently complied 


with the young Genticman's s Requctt, and after 
{ome 
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ſome previous Caution, delivered him her Bird; 
of which he was no ſooner in Poſſeſſion, than he 
Nipt the String from its Leg, and toiled it into 
the Air. 

The fooliſh Animal no ſooner perceived itſelf 
at Liberty, than forgeiting all the Favours it had 
received from Sophia, it flew directly from her, 
and perched on a Bough at tome Diſtance. 

Sophia, ſeeing her Bird gone, ſcreamed out ſo 
loud, that Yom Jones, who was at a little Diſ- 
tance, immediately ran to her Aſſiſtance. 

He was no ſooner informed of what had hap- 
pencd, than he curſed Bl for a pitiful, mali- 
cious Raſcal, and then immediately ſtripping off 
his Coat, he applied himſelf to climbing the Tree 
to which the Bird cicaped, 


Tem had almoſt recovered his little Name-ſake, 


when the Branch, on which it was perched, and 


that hung over a Canal, broke, and the poor 


Lad plumped over Head and Ears into the 
Water, | 

Sophia's Concern now changed its Object. 
And as ſhe apprehended the Boy's Life was in 


Danger, ſhe ſcreamed ten times louder than be- 


fore; and indeed Maſter Bif/ himſelt now 
ſeconded her with all the Vociferation in his 

Power. 
The Company, who were fitting in a Room 
next the Garden, were inſtantly alarmed, and 
came all forth ; but juſt as they reached the Ca- 
nal, Tom (for the Water was luckily pretty 

ſhallow in that Part) arrived ſafely on Shore, 
Thwackum fell violently on poor Tom, who 
ſtood dropping and ſhivering before him, when 
Mr. Ailworthy deſired him to have Patience, and 
| turning 
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turning to Maſter Bliſil, ſaid, Pray, Child, what 
is the Reaſon of all this Diſturbance? 

Mafter Blifil anſwered, Indeed, Uncle, I 
am very ſorry for what I have done; I have 
been unhappily the Occaſion of it all. I had 
Miſs Sophia's Bird in my Hand, and thinking 
the poor Creature languiſhed for Liberty, I 
own, I could not forbear giving it what it 
defired : for I always thought there was ſome- 
thing very cruel in confining any Thing. It 
ſeemed to m2 againſt the Law of Nature, by 
which every Thing hath a Right to Liberty; 
nay, it is even unchriſtian; for it is not doing 
what we would be done by: But if I had 
imagined Miſs Sophia would have been fo much 
concerned at it, I am ſure I would never have 
done it; nay, if I had known what would have 
happened to the Bird itlelf: For when Maſter 
Jones, who climbed up that Tree after it, fell 
into the Water, the Bird took a ſecond Flight, 
and preſently a naity Hawk carried it away.” 
Poor Sophia, who now firſt heard of her little 
Tommy's Fate, (fer her Concern for Jones had 
prevented her perceiving it when it happened) 
ſhed a Shower of Tears. Theſe Mr. Allꝛuorthy 


endeavoured to aſſuage, promiſing her a much 


finer Bird ; but ſhe declared ſhe would never 
have another, Her Father chid her for crying fo 
for a fooliſh Bird; but could not help teiling 
young Blifil, if he was a Son of his, his Back- 
ſide ſhould be well flea'd. 

Sophia now returned to her Chamber: the two 
young Gentlemen were ſent home, and the reſt 


of the Company returned to their Bottle; where 
2 
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a Converſation enſued on the Subject of the 


Bird, ſo curious, that we think it deſcrves a 
Chapter by itſelf, 


CHAP. IV. 


Containing ſuch very deep and grave Matters, that 
ſome Readers, perhaps, may not reliſh it. 
SNA had no ſooner lighted his Pipe, than 

addreſſing himſelf to Allworthy, he thus be- 
gan: Sir, I cannot help congratulating you on 
* your Nephew; who, at an Age when few 
Lads have any Ideas but of ſenſible Objects, is 
arrived at a Capacity of diſtinguiſhing Right 
from Wrong, To confine any Thing, ſeems 
to me againſt the Law of Nature, by which 
every Thing hath a Right to Liberty. Theſe 
were his Words ; and the Impreſſion they have 
made on me, is never to be eradicated. Can 
any Man haye a higher Notion of the Rule of 
Right, and the Eternal Fitneſs of Things? I 
cannot help promiſing myſelf from fuch a 
Dawn, that the Meridian of this Youth will 
be equal to that of either the elder or the 

younger Brutus.“ 
Here Thwackum haſtily interrupted, and ſpill- 
ing ſome of his Wine, and ſwallowing the reſt 
with great Eagerneſs, anſwered, From another 
< Expreffion he made uſe of, I hope he will re- 
ſemble much better Men. The Law of Na- 
ture is a Jargon of Words, which means no- 
thing. I know not of any ſuch Law, nor of 
any Right which can be derived from it. To 
do as we would be done by, is indeed a Chri- 
itian Motive, as the Boy well expreſſod = 
« ſelf, 
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ſelf, and I am glad to find my Inſtructions have 


If Vanity was a Thing fit, (ſays Square) I 
might indulge ſome on the ſame Occaſion ; for 
whence he can only have learnt his Notions of 
Right or Wrong, | think is pretty apparent. If 
there be no Law of Nature, there is no Right 


nor Wrong.“ 


Hoy /! (ſays the Parſon) do you then baniſh 
Revelation? Am I talking with a Deiſt or an 
Atheilt ?” 

Drink about, (ſays /Yefern) Pox of your 
Laws of Nature. I don't know what you mean 
either of you by Right and Wrong. To take 
away my Girl's Bird, was wrong in my Opini- 
on; and my Neighbour Aiwrihy may do as 
he pleaſes ; but to encourage Boys in ſuch Prac- 
tices, is to breed them up to the Gallows.” 
Alliborthy anſwered, * That he was ſorry for 
what his Nephew had done; but could not 
conſent to puniſh him, as he acted rather from 
a generous than unworthy Motive.“ He ſaid, 
If the Boy had ſtolen the Bird, none would 
have been more ready to vote for a ſevere Cha- 


ſtiſement than himſelf; but it was plain that 


was nut his Deſign: And, indeed, it was as 


apparent to him, that he could have no other 
View but what he had himſelf confeſſed. (For 
as to that. malicious Purpoſe which Spi ſuſpect- 
ed, it never once entered into the Head of Mr, 
Allworthy.) He, at length, concluded with again 
blaming the Action as inconſiderate, and which, 
he ſaid, was only pardonable in a Child, 


Sguare had delivered his Opinion ſo openly, 


that if he was now filent, he muſt ſubmit to have 
bis Judgment cenſured, He ſaid, therefore, with 
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ſome Warmth, That Mr. A/kvrihy had too 
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much Reſpect to the dirty Conſideration of Pro- 
perty ; that in paſſing our Judgments on great 
and mighty Actions, all private Regards ſhould 
be laid aſide: for by adhering to thoſe narrow 
Rules, the younger Brutus had been condemned 
of Ingratitude, and the elder of Parricide.”. | 
„And if they had been hanged too for thoſe 
Crimes,” cried Thuwacknm, they would have 
had no more than their Deſerts, A Couple of 
heatheniſh Villains! Heaven be praiſed, we 
have no Brutus's now-a-days, I with, Mr. 
Szuare, you would deſiſt from filling the Minds 
of my Pupils with ſuch Antichriſtian Stuff: For 
the Conſequence muſt be, while they are under 
my Care, its being well ſcourged out of them 
again. There is your Diſciple Tom almoſt ſpoiled 
already. I overheard him the other Day diſ- 
puting with Maſter Bil, that there was no 
Merit in Faith without Works. I know that 
is one of your Tenets, and 1 ſuppoſe he had it 
from you.” | 

Don't accuſe me of ſpoiling him,” ſays Square. 
Who taught him to laugh at whatevcr is vir- 
tuous and decent, and fit and right in the Na- 
ture of Things? He is your own Scholar, and 
I difclaim him. No, no, Maſter Blifil is my 
Boy. Young as he is, that Lad's Notions of 
moral Rectitude I defy you ever to eradicate.' 
Thwackum put on a contemptuous Sneer at this, 


and replied, * Ay, ay, I will venture him with 


6 


you. He is too well grounded for all your phi- 


* lojophical Cant to hurt. No, no, I have taken 
Care to inſtil ſuch Principles into him'— 


And I have inſtilled Principles into him too, 


cries Square, * What but the ſublime Idea of 
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« Virtue could inſpire a human Mind with the 
« generous Thought of giving Liberty? And I 
repeat to you again, if it was a fit Thing to be 
proud, I might claim the Honour of having in- 
tuſed that Idea.'— 
And if Pride was not forbidden,“ ſaid Tywac- 
tum, I I might boaſt of having taught him that 

« Duty which he himſelf afligned as his Motive.” 

so between you both,” ſays the Squire, © the 
young Gentleman hath been taught to rob m 
© Daughter of her Bird. I find 1 mob take Care 
of my Partridge-Mew. I ſhall have ſome vir- 
© tuous, religious Man or other ſet all my Par- 
„ tridges at Liberty.“ Then ſlapping a Gentle- 
man of the Law, who was preſent, on the Back, 
he cricd out, What ſay you to this, Mr. Coun- 
« ſellor? Is not this againſt Law? ? 

The Lawyer, with great Gravity, delivered 
himſelf as follows: 
If the Caſe be put of a Partridge, there can 
be no Doubt but an Action would lie: For 
though this be Fere Nature, yet being reclaim— 
ed, Property velts; but being the Caſe of a 
Singing Bird, though reclaimed, as it is a Thing 
of baſe Nature; it muſt be con as nullius 
in Bonis. In this Caſe, therefore, I conceive 
the Plaintiff muſt be nonſuited; and I ſhould 
diſadviſe the bringing any ſuch Action.” 
Well, (lays the Squire) if it be nulius Bonus, 
let us drank about, and talk a little of the State 
of the Nation, or ſome ſuch Diſcourſe that we 
all underſtand ; for I am ſure I don't underſtand 
a Word of this. It may be Learning and Senſe 
for aught I know ; but you ſhall never per- 
ſuade me into it. Pox | you have neither of 
you mentioned a Word of that poor Lad who 
« deſerves 


K ee K 


Q a a 8 qq» G «@ Aa 


GG A K G aA K 6 


rr 


168 The HISTORY Book IV. 


© deſerves to be commended. To venture break- 
© ing his Neck to oblige my Girl, was a generous 
e ſpirited Action: I have Learning enough to ſee 
© that. D—n me, here's Tom's Health. I ſhall 
© love the Boy for it the longeſt Day I have to 
f Jive. | 

Thus was the Debate interrupted : but it would 
probably have been ſoon reſumed, had not Mr. 
Ailworthy preſently called for his Coach, and car- 
ried off the two Combatants. 

Such was the Concluſion of this ente of 
the Bird, and of the Dialogue occaſioncd by it, 
which we could not help recounting to our Rea. 
der, though it happened fome Years before that 
Stage, or Period of Tune, at which our Hiſtory 
is now arrived. 


CHAP. V, 
Containing Matter accommodated to every Taſte, 


PARFA loves capiunt Animos, Small Things 
affect light Minds,“ was the Sentiment of 
a great Maſter of the Paſſion of Love. And cer- 
tain it is, that from this Day Sophia began to have 
ſome little Kindneſs for Tom Jones, and no little 
Averſion for his Companion, 

Many Accidents from T'ime to Time improved 
both theſe Paſſions in her Breaſt ; which, without 
our recounting, the Reader may well conclude, 
from what we have before hinted of the different 
Tempers of theſe Lads, and how much the one 
ſuited with her own Inclinations more than the 
other. To ſay the Truth, Soi, when very 
78 diſcerned that Tom, tho' an idle, thought- 
els, rattling Raſcal, was no-body's Enemy E 
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his own; and that Maſter Blifil, tho' a prudent, 


diſcreet, ſober, young Gentleman, was, at the 
fame Time, ſtrongly attached to the Intereſt 
only of one ſingle Perſon ; and who that ſingle 
Perſon was, the Reader will be able to divine 
without any Aſſiſtance of ours. 

Theſe two Characters are not always received 
in the world with the different Regard which 
ſeems ſeverally due to either; and "which one 
would imagine Mankind, from Self-intereſt, ſhould 
ſhew towards them. But perhaps there may be 
a political Reaſon for it: In finding one of 2 
truly benevolent Diſpoſition, Men may very rea- 
ſonably ſuppoſe, they have found a Treaſure, and 
be defirous of keeping it, like alt other good 
Things, to themſelves, Hence they may ima- 
gine, that to trumpet forth the Praiſes of ſuch a 
Perſon, would, in the vulgar Phraſe, be crying 
Roaſt ment; and calling in Partakers of what the 
intend to apply ſolely to their own Uſe, If this 
Reaſon doth not ſatisfy the Reader, I know no 
other Means of accounting for the little Reſpect 
which J have commonly ſeen paid to a Character 

which really doth great Honour to Human Na- 
ture, and is productive of the higheſt Good to 
Society. But it was otherwiſe with Sa %i %. She 
honoured Tem Jones, and ſcorned Mafter Blifi, 
almoſt as ſoon as ſhe knew the Meaning of thoſe 
two Words. 

Sophia had been abſent upwards of three Years 
with her Aunt; during all which Time ſhe had 
ſeldom ſeen either of theſe young Gentlemen. 
She dined, however, once, together with he 
Aunt, at Mr. Aleuorthys. I his was a few Days 
after the Adventure of the Partridge, before com- 
memorated. Shi heard tne Whole Story at 

Vol. I. | I Table, 
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Table, where ſhe ſaid nothing; nor indeed could 
her Aunt get many Words from her as ſhe re- 
turned home: but her Maid, when undrefiing 
her, happening to ſay, Well, Miſs, I ſuppoſe 
you have ſeen young Maſter B/;fil 'Vo-day ;? 
the anſwered with much Paſtion, I hate the 
Name of Maſter Zlifil, as I do whatever is baſe 
and treacherous; and I wonder Mr. Aihvorihy 
6 would ſuffer that old barbarous Schoolmaſter to 
© puniſh a poor Boy ſo cruelly, for what was only 
the Effect of his Good- nature.“ She then 
recounted the Story to her Maid, and conciuded 
with ſaying, —* Don't you think he is a Boy of 
a noble Spirit!“ | 

This young Lady was now returned to her Fa- 
ther; who gave her the Command of his Houſe, 
and placed her at the upper End of his 'T able, 
where Tom (who from his great Love of Hunt- 
ing was become a great Favourite of the Squire) 
often dined. Young Men of open, generous 
Diſpoſitions are naturally inclined to Gallantry, 
which, if they have good Underſtandings, as was 
In reality Tom's Caſe, exerts itfelf in an obliging, 
complaiſant Behaviour to all Women in general, 
This greatly diſtinguiſhed 2% from the boiſterous 
Brutality of mere Country-Squires on the one 
hand; and from the ſolemn, and ſomewhat ſul- 
len, Deportment of Maſter Blifil on the other: 
And he began now, at Twenty, to have the 
Name of a pretty Fellow, among all the Women 
in the Neighbourhood. 

Tem behaved to Sophia with no Particularity, 
unleſs, perhaps, by ſhewing her a higher Reſpect 
than he paid to any other, This Diſtinction her 
Beauty, Fortune, Senſe, and amiable Carriage, 
ſeemed to demand; but as to Deſign upon her 
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Perſon, he had none; for which we ſhall at pre- 
ſent ſuffer the Reader to condemn him of Stupi— 
dity ; but perhaps we ſhall be able indifferently 
well to account for it hereatter, 

Sophia, with the higheſt Degree of Innocence 
and Modeſty, had a remarkable Sprightlineſs in 
her Temper. This was ſo greatly encreaſed 
whenever ſne was in Company with Tom, that, 
had he not been very young and thonghtleſs, he 

1 have obſerved it; or had not Mr. ILeftern's 
1 houghts been generally either in the Field, the 


Sable, or the Dog kennel, it might have, per- 


hape, created ſome jealouſy in him: But fo far 
was the good Gentleman from entertaining any 
ſuch Sufpicions, that he gave Tom every Oppor- 
tunity with his Daughter which any Lover could 
have wiſhed, And this Tim innoc ently improved 
to better Advantage, by following only the Dic- 
tates of his natural Gallantry and Good-nature, 
than he might, perhaps, have done, had he had 
the deepeſt Deſians on the young Lady. 

But, indeed, it can occaſion little Wonder, 
that this Matter eſcaped the Obſervation of others, 
jince poor Sofhia herielf never remarked it, and 
her Heart was irretrievably loſt before ſhe ſuſ- 
pected it was in Danger. 

Matters were in this Situation, when Tom one 
Afternoon, findings Sala alone, began, after a 
ſhort Apology, with a very ſerious Face, to ac- 
quaint her that he had a Favour to aſk "of her, 
which he hope] her Goodneſs would comply 
with, 
| Though neither the young Man's Behaviour, 
nor indeed his Manner of opening this Buſinel*, 
were ſuch as could give her any juſt Cauſe of ſuf 
peck: nz he intended to make Love to her; vet 

1 - Whether 
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whether Nature whiſpered ſomething into her Ear, 
or from what Cauſe it aroſe, I will not deter- 
mine; certain it is, ſome Idea of that Kind muſt 
have intruded itſelf; for her Colour forſook her 
Cheeks, her Limbs trembled, and her J'ongue 
would have faultered, had 3 ſtopped for an An- 
ſwer: But he ſoon relieved her from her Per- 
plexity, by proceeding to inform her of his Re- 
queſt, which was to ſolicit her Intereſt on Behalf 
of the Game-keeper, whoſe own Ruin, and that 
of a large Family. muſt be, he ſaid, the Conſe- 
quence of Mr. 7/*/teri's purſuing his Action a— 
gainſt him. 

Sophia preſentiy recovered her Confuſton, and 
with a Smile full of Sweetneſs, ſaid, Is this the 
mighty Favour you aſked with 10 much Gra- 
8 vity? I will do it with all my Heart. I really 

© pity the poor Fellow, and no longer ago than 
© Yeſterday ſent a ſmall Matter to his Wife.“ 
This ſmall Matter was one of her Gowns, ſome 
Linnen, and ten Shillings in Money, of which 
Tem had heard, and it had, in reality, put this 


Solicitation into his Head. 
Our Youth, now emboldened with his Succeſs, 


reſolved to puſh the Matter farther; and ven- 
tured even to beg her Recommendation of him 
to her Father's Service; proteſting that he thought 
him one of the honeſteſt Fellows in the Country, 
and extremely well qualified for the Place of a 
Game-keeper, which luckily then happened to 
be vacant. 

Sephia anſwered: * Well, I will undertake this 
too; but J cannot promiſe you as much Suc- 
ceſs as in the former Part, which I atjure you 
I will not quit my Father without obtaining. 


However, I will do what I can for the poor 
Fellow; 
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Fellow ; for I fincercly look upon him and his 


8 
Family as Objects of great Compaffon. And 


now, Mr. Jenes, I muſt aſs you a Favour'.— 
A Fivour! Madam, (cries 2%) if you knew 


greateſt Fayour on me; for by this dear Harſd 
J would ſacrifice my Life to oblige you.” 
He then ſnatched her Hand, and eagerly kiſſed 


FF 


it, which was the firſt "Time his Lips had ever 


touched her. The Blood, which before had for- 
ſaken her Cheeks, now made her ſufficient A- 
mends, by ruſhing all over her Face and Neck 
with ſuch Violence, that they become all of a 


ſcarlet Colour. She now firſt felt a Senſation to 


which ſhe had been before a Stranger, and which, 
when ſhe had Leiſure to reflect on it, began to 
acquaint her with ſome Secrets, which the Rea- 


der, if he does not already gueſs them, will know 


in due Time. | 


Sophia, as ſoon as ſhe could ſpeak, (which was 


not inſtantly) informed him, that the Favour ſhe 
had to deſire of him, was not to lead her Father 
through ſo many Dangers in Hunting ; for that, 
irom what ſhe had heard, ſhe was terribly fright- 
_ ened every Time they went out together, and 


expected ſome Day or other to ſee her Father 


brought home with broken Limbs. She there- 
fore begged him, for her Sake, to be more cau— 
tious; and, as he well knew Mr. //:/lern would 
follow him, not to ride ſo madly, nor to take 
thoſe dangerous Leaps for the future. 

Tom faithfully promiſed to obey her Com- 


mands; and, after thanking her for her kind 
9 Compliance 


the Pleaſure you have given me in the Hopes 
of receiving a Command from you, you would 
think by mentioning it you muſt confer the 


— : 8 4 


f 


174 The HISTORY Book IV. 


Compliance with his Requeſt, took his Leave, 
and departed highly charmed with his Succeſs, 

Poor Sephia was charmed too; but in a very 
different Way. Her Senſations, er; the 
Reader's Heart (if he or ſhe have any) will better 
repreſent than I can, if I had as many Mouths 
as ever Poet wiſhed for, to cat, I ſuppoſe, thoſe 
many Dainties wich which he was ſo plentifully 
provided. 

It was Mr. Heſtern's Cuſtom every Afternoon, 
as ſoon as he was drunk, to hear his Baughter 
play on the Harpſichord ; for he was a great Lo- 
ver of Muſic, and perhaps, had he lived in Town, 
might have paſſed for a Connoiſſeur; for he al- 
ways excepted againſt the fineſt Compoſitions of 
Mr. Handel, He never reliſhed any Mufic but 
what was light and airy; and indeed his moit fa- 
vourite Tunes were Cd Sir Simon the King, 
Sr, George be was for England, Hobbing Joan, 
and fome others. 

His Daughter, tho' ſhe was a perfect Miſtreſs 
of Muſic, and would never willingly have played 
ny but Hlandel's, was to devoted to her Father's 
Ficaſure, that ſhe learnt all thoſe 'T'uncs to oblige 
him. However, ſhe would now and then endea- 
vour to lead him into her own T aite, and when 
i.e required the Repetition of his Ballads, would 
entwer with a © Nay, dear Sir,” and would of- 
ten beg him to ſuffer her to play ſomething elle, 

This Evening, however, when the Gentleman 
was retired from his Bottle, ſhe played all his Fa- 
vourites three times over, without any dolicita- 
tion. This fo pleaſed the gord Squire, that he 
ſtarted from his Couch, gave his Daughter a E ils, 
and ſwore her Hand was greaily improved. She 


took this Opportunity to ex8cutc ber Promiſe to 


Tem, 
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Tim, in Which ſhe ſucceeded ſo well, that the 
Squire declared, if ſhe would give him t'other 
Bout of old Sir $7-9;, he would give the Game- 
k-eper his Deputation the next Morning. Sir 
Si uon was played again and again, till the Charms 
of the Muſic ſoothed Mr. Vgſern to fleep. In 
the Morning $5244 did not fail to remind him of 
his Engagement ; and his Attorney was imme— 
diately tent tor, and ordered to ſtop any further 
Proceedings in the Action, and to make out the 
Deputation, 

7om's Succeſs in this Affair ſoon began to ring 
over the Country, and various were the Cenſures 
paſt upon it; ſome greatly applauding it as an 
Act of Good- nature; others ſncering, and ſaying, 
No Wonder that one idle Fellow thould love 
another.“ Young Blifil was greatly enraged at 
it. He had Jong hated Black George in the ſame 
Proportion as Jones delighted in him; not from 
any Offence which he had ever received, but from 
his great Love to Religion and Virtue : For Black 
George had the Reputation of a looſe Kind of a 
F 9 Elifil therefore repreſented this as flying 
in Mr, Alliborthy's Face; and declared with great 
Concern, that it was impoſſible to find any other 
Motive for doing Good to ſuch a Wretch. 

Thwackum — Square likewiſe ſunt to the ſame 
Tune: They were now (eſpecially the latter) 
become greatly jealous of young Fons with the 
Widow; for he now approached the Age of 
Twenty, was really a fine young Fellow, and 
that Lady, by her Encouragements to him, ſeem- 
ed daily more and more to think him ſo. 

Allworthy was not, however, moved with their 


Malice. He declared himſelf very well ſatisfied 


with what 7c2s had done. He ſaid, the Perſe- 
I 4 | verance 
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verance and Integrity of his Friendſhip was highly 
commendable, and he wiſhed he could fee more: 
frequent Inſtances of that Virtue, 

But Fortune, who ſeldom greatly reliſhes ſuch 
Sparks as my Friend Tom, perhaps, becauſe they 
do not pay more ardent Addrefies to her, gave 
now a very different Turn to all his Actions, and 
ſhewed them to Mr. A!worihy in a Light far leſs 
agreeable than that Gentleman's Goodneſs had 
hitherto ſeen them in, 


CHAT, - Th 


An Apolegy for the Inſenſibility of Mr. Jones, ts 
all the Charms of the lovely Sophia; in which 
poſſibly we may, in a conſiderable Degree, latber his 
Character in the Aſtimation of theſe Mien of [it 
and Gallaniry, who approve the Heroes in mol 
of our modern Comedies, 


THERE are two Sorts of People, who, I 
am afraid, have already conceived ſome Con- 
tempt for my Hero, on Account of his Behaviour 
to Sophia. The former of theſe will blame his 
Prudence in neglecting an Opportunity to poſ- 
ſeis himſelf of Mr. 77 /ern's Fortune; and the 
latter will no leſs deſpiſe him for his Backwardneſs 
to ſo fine a Girl, who ſeemed ready to fly into his 
Arms, if he would open them to receive her. 
Now, tho' I ſhall not, perhaps, be able abſo- 
lutely to acquit him of either of theſe Charges ; 
(for Want of Prudence admits of no Excule ; 
and what I ſhall produce againſt the Jatter Charge, a 
will, I apprehend, be ſcarce ſatisfactory) yet as | 
Evidence may ſometimes be offered in Mitiga- 


tion, I ſhall ſct forth the plain Matter of Fact, 
and 
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and leave the whole to the Reader's Determina- 


tion. 
Mr. Jones had Somewhat about him, which, 


tho' I think Writers are not thoroughly agreed 


jn its Name, doth certainly inhabit ſome inhuman 


Breaſts; whoſe Uſe is not ſo properly to diſtin- 


guiſh Right from Wrong, as to prompt and in- 


cite them to the former, and to reſtrain and with- 
hold them from the latter. 

This Somewhat may be indeed reſembled to 
the famous Trunk-maker in the Play-houſe ; 


for whenever the Perſan who is poſſeſſed of it, 
doth what is right, no raviſhed or friendly Specdta- 


tor 18 fo 2 or ſo loud in his Applauſe; on 
the contrary, when he doth wrong, no Critic is 
ſo apt to hiſs and explode him. 

Jo give a higher Idea of the Principle I mean, 
as well as one more familiar to the preſent Age; 


it may be conſidered as fitting an its Throne in 


the Mind, like the LORD HIGH CHANCELLOR 


4 


of this Kingdom in his Court; where it preſides, 
governs, directs, juéges, acquits and condemns - 


according to Merit and Juſtice; with a Know- 
ledge which nothing eſcapes, a Penetration which 
nothing can deceive, and an ms which no- 
thing can corrupt. 


This active Principle may perhaps: be faid to 


conſtitute the moſt cfiential Barrier between us 

and our Neighbours the Brutes; for if there ba 
e in the human Shape, who are not under 
ſuch Dominior a 1 chuſe rather to conſider 


th as INetcrters from us to our Neighbours; 


among whom they will have the Fate of Deſert- 
ers, and not be plac ed in the lirit Rank, 

Our Hero, whether he derived it from T hwace 
tum Or: quare, I will not determine, was very 
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Krongly under the Guidance of this Principle; 

for though he did not always act rightly, yet he 
never did otherwiſe without feeling and ſuffering; 
for it. It was this which taught him, that to 
repay the Civilities and little Friendſhips of Hoſpi- 
tality by robbing the Houſe where you have re- 


ceived them, is to be the baſeſt and meaneſt of 


Thieves, He did not think the Baſeneſs of this 
Offence leſſened by the Height of the Injury com- 
mitted; on the contrary, if to ſteal another's. 
late deſerved Death and Infamy, it feemed to 
him difficult to aſſign a Puniſhment adequate to 
the robbing a Man of his whole Fortund, and of 
his Child into the Bargain. 

This Principle therefore prevented him from 
any Thought of making his Fortune by ful 
Means; (for this, as I have ſaid, is an active 
Principle, and doth not content itſcht with Know- 
tedge or Belief only.) Had he been greatly ena— 
mourcd of Sephia, * poſſibly might have thought 
otherwiſe; but give me Leave to ſay, theie is 
great Difference between running away with a 
Man's Daughter from the Motive of Love, and 
doing the ſame Thing from the Motive orf Theit. 

Now, though this young Gentleman was not 
i:i(cnſtble of the Charms of Shia; tho! he greate 
Iy liked her Beauty, and eſteemed all her "other 
ualifications, the had made, however, no deep 
preſſion on his Heart: For which, as it ren- 
ders him liable to the Charge of Stupidity, or at 
icalt of Want of Taſte, we ſhall now proceed to 
account. 

The Truth then 1s, bis Heart was in the Poſ- 
ſefHon of another Woman. Here I queſtion not, 
hut the Reader will be ſurpriſed at our long Ta- 
eiturnity as to this Matter; and at no leis Loſs 


18 


Ch. 6. a FOUNDLING. 179 


to divine who this Woman was; ſince we have 
bitherto not dropt a Hint of any one likely to 
be a Rival to Sophia: For as to Mrs. Eliſil, 
though we have been obliged to mention fome 
Suſpicions of her Affection for Tom, we have not 
hitherto given the leaſt Latitude for imagining 
that he had any for her; and, indeed, I am for- 
ry to ſay it, but the Youth of both Sexes are 
too apt to be deſicient in their Gratitude, for 
that Regard with which Perſons more advanced 
in Years are ſomstimes ſo kind to honour them. 

That the Reader may be no longer in Suf- 
pence, he will be pleaſed to remember, that we 
ag VC often mentioned the Family of Gezrge Sea- 
Sia, commonly called Back George, the Game- 
eps r) which conlifted at preſent of a Wife and 
 tiveChildren. 

The fecond of theſe Children was a Daughter, 
whoſe Name was Aly, and who was eſtcemed 
one of the handſomeſt Girls in the whole Coun- 
til, 
Congreve well fays, There is in true Beauty 
formething which vulgar Szuls cauuot admire; fo 
can no Dirt or Rags hide this Something from 
thoſe Souls which are not of the vulgar Stamp. 

The Beauty of this Girl made, however, no 
Impreſſion on Tom, till the grew towards the 
Age of Sixteen, when Tom, who was near three 
Years older, began firſt to caſt the Eyes of Afﬀ- 
feclion upon her. And 887 Affection he had 
fixed on the Girl long beſore he cold bring hire 
elf to attempt the Poſition of her Perſon : For 
tho' his Conſtitution urged him cre; atly to ihis, 
his Principles no leſs forcibiy reſtrained him. To 


debauch a young Woman, however low her 


Condition was, appeared to him a very i-inous 
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Crime; and the Good-will he bore the Father, 
with the Compailion he had for his Family, very 
ſtrong corroborated all ſuch ſober Reflections; 


10 that he once reſolved to get the better of his 
Inclinations, and he actually abſtained three whole 


Months without ever going to Seagrim's Houle, 
or ſeeing his Daughter, 

Now, though Molly w was, as we have ſaid, 
nerally thought a very fine Girl, and in 10 
ſhe was ſo; yet her Beauty was not of the moſt 


amiable Kind. It had indeed very little of Fe- 


minine in it, and would have become a Man at 
leaſt as well as a Woman; for, to ſay the Truth, 
Youth and florid Health had a very conſiderable 
Share in the Compoſition. 

Nor was her Mind more effeminate than her 
Perſon. As this was tall and robuſt, fo was that 
bold and forward. So little had ſhe of Modeſty, 
that N had more Regard for her Virtue than 
ſhe herſelf. And as molt probably ſhe liked Teen 
as well as he liked her, ſo when ſhe perceived 
bis Backwardneis, ſhe herſelf grew proportions 
ably forward; and when the ſaw he had entirely 
deſerted the Houſe, ſhe found Means of throw - 
ing herſelf in his Way, and behaved in ſuch a 
Manner, that the Youih muſt have had very 
much, or very little of the Hero, if her Endea- 
vours ad proved unſucceſeful. In a Word, the 
ſoon triumphed over all the virtuous Reſolutions 
of Jenes: Por though ſhe behaved at laſt with 
all decent Reluctance, yet I rather chuſe to at- 
tribute the Triumph to her; ünce, it 
was her Deſign which ſucceeded. 

In the Conduct of this Matter, Melly fo 
well play ed her Parc, that Jones attributed the Con- 
queſt 1 to himſelf, and contidered the young 

Woman 
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Woman as one who had yielded to the violent 

Attacks of his Paſſion. He likewiſe imputed her 
| yielding to the ungovernable Force of her Love, 
towards him ; and this the Reader will allow to 
have been a very natural and probable Suppoſt- 
tion, as we have more than once mentioned the 
uncommon Comelineſs of his Perſon: And indeed, 
he was one of the handſomeſt young Fellows in. 
the World, 

As there are ſome Minds whoſe Affections, 
like Maſter Blifl's, are ſolely placed on one: 
ſingle Perſon, whoſe Intereſt and Indulgence alone 
they conlider, on every Occaſion ; regarding the 
Good and III of all others as merely indi ferent, 
any farther than as they contribute to the Plea- 
ſure or Advantage of that Perſon : So there is a 
ditterent Temper of Mind, which borrows a De- 
gree of Virtue even from Selſ-love, Such can 
never receive any Kind of Satisfaction from ano- 
ther, without loving the Creature to whom that 
Satisfaction is owing, and without making its 
Well-being in ſome Sort neceſſary to their own 
Eaſe, 

Of this latter Species was our Hero. He con- 
iidered this poor Girl as one whoſe Happineſs or 
Miſery he had cauſed to be dependent on himſelf. 
Her Beauty was {till the Object of Deſire, though 
greater Beauty, or a freſher Object, might have 
been more ſo; but the little Abatement which 
Fruition had denn to this, was highly over- 
balanced by the Conſiderations of the Affection 
which ſhe viſibly bore bim, and of the Situation 
into which he had brought her. The former of 
theſe created Gratitude, the latter Compaſſion 
and both together, with his Deſire for her Perſon, 
raiſed in him a Paſhon, which might, without 

any 
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any great Violence to the Word, be called Lobe 
though, perhaps, it was at firſt not very i- 
cioully placed. 

This then was the true Reaſon of that Inſcn- 
bbility which he had ſhewn to the Charms of 
Sepia, and to that Behaviour in her, which might 
have been reaſonably enough interpreted as an 
err: to his Addreiſes :; For as he could 
not think of abandoning his /72/%, poor and de— 
ſtitute as the was, ſo no more could he entertain 
a Notion of betraying ſuch a Creature as Si. 
And ſurely, had he given the Iealt Encourage- 
ment to any Paſiion for that young Lady, "he 
mult have been ablolutely euilt; of one or other 
of thoſe Crimes; either of which would, in my 
Opinion, have very juſtly ſubjected him to that 
Fate, which, at his firſt Introduction into this 
Hiſtory, I mentioned to have been generally pre- 
dicted as his certain Deſtiny. 


Ci AF. Vi 
Being the ſborteſi Chatter in this Bak, 
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HEE Mother firſt perceived the Alteration 
in the Shape of Holy; and in order to 
hide it from her Neighbours, ſhe fooliſhly cloth- 
ed her in that Sack which S had 2 nt her 
though indeed that young Lady had little Ap- 
prehenſion, that the poor Woman would have 
been weak enough to let ary of her Daughters 
wear it in that Form, 
Molly was charmed with the firſt Opportunity 
ſhe had ever had of ſhewing her Beauty to Ad- 
vantage; for though ſhe could very well bear to 


contemplate herſelf in the Glaſs, even ea dreſt 
in 
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in Rags; and though ſhe had in that Dreſs con- 
quered the Heart of Jones, and perhaps of ſome 


others; yet ſhe thought the Addition of Finery 


would much 1 Improve her Charms, and extend her 
Conqueſts. 

Atnily, therefore, paving dreſſed herſelf out in 
this Sack, with a new laced Cap, and ſome other 
Ornaments which 2% had given her, repairs to 
C hurch, with her Fan in her Hands the "a next 
Sunday, the Greit are deccived, if they, ima-— 
Tine they have zppropri ined Ambition and Vanity 
to themielves, Ibele noble Qualities flouriſh as 
notably in a C ountry-Church, and Church-yard, 
as in the Drawing-Room, or in the Cloſets 
Schemes have indeed been laid in the Veltry, 
which would hardly diſgrace the Conclave. Here 
1s a Miniſtry, and here is an Oppoſition. Here 
are Plots and Circumventions, Parties and Fac=- 
tions, equal to thoſe which are to be found in 
Courts. | | 

Nor are the Women here leſs practiſed in the 
higheſt Feminine Arts than their fair Superiors in 
Quality and Fortune. Here are Prudes and Co- 
quettes. Hero are Dreſſing and Ogling, Faifhood, 
Envy, Malice, Scandal; in ſhort, every Thing 
which is common to the moſt ſplendid Aſſembly, 
or politeſt Circle, Let thoſe of high Life, there- 
fore, no longer deſpiſe the Ig norattce of their In- 
feriors; nor the. Vulgar any longer rail at the 
Vices of mou Better. | 

Molly had ſeated herielf forme Time before The 
was known by her Neighbours; and a Whiſ- 
per ran Srl the ee Coygregation, * Who is 
* ſhe?* But when ſhe was diſcovered, luch ſnecr- 
in 85 81881112G; , tittering, ad Lavahing e 
th 
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the Women, that Mr. Allworthy was obliged to 
exert his Authority to preſerve any Decency. 
among them, 


CHAP, VIII. 


A, Battle ſung by the Muſe in the Homerican Stile, 
and which none but the clalſical Reader can tale. 


R. Iieſiern had an Eftate in this Pariſh ; 

and as his Houſe ſtood at little greater 
Diſtance from this Church than from his own, he 
very often came to divine Service here; and both. 
he and the charming Sephia happened to be pre- 
ſent at this Time. 

Sephia was much pleaſed with the Beauty of 
the bi, whom ſhe pitied for ber Simplicity, in 
having drefled herſelf in that Manner, as ſhe ſaw 
the Envy which it hav occaſioned among her 
Equals, She no ſooner came home, than ſhe ſent, 
for the Game-keeper, and ordered him to bring 
his Daughter to her ; ſaying, She would provide 
for her in the Family, and might poſſibly place 
the Cirl about her own Perſon, when her own 
Maid, who was now going away, had left her, 

Phor. Seagr: n Was thunderſtruck at this; for 
0 was no Stranger to the Fault in the Shape of 

his Daughter. He anſwered, in a ſtammering 
Voice, That he was afraid Maly would be too 
© aukward to wait on her Ladyſhip, as ſhe had 
never been at Service.“ No Matter for that,” 
lays Sophia, © ſhe will ſoon improve. I am 

« pleaſed with the Girl, and am reſolved to try 
. 

Black George now repaired to his Wife, on 
whoſe prudent Counſel he depended to extricate 

him 
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him out of this Dilemma; but when he came 
thither, he found his Houſe in ſome Confuſion. 
So great Envy had this Sack occationed, that 
when Mr. Aiworthy and the other Gentry were 
gone from Church, the Rage, which had hitherto 
been conhned, burſt into an Uproar ; and, having 
rented itſelf at firit in opprobrious Words, Laughs, 
Hiſſes, and Geſtures, betook itſelf at laſt to cer- 
tain mille Weapons; which, though, from their 
plaſtic Nature, they threatened neither the Loſs 
of Lite or of Limb, were however ſufficiently 
Jreadful to a well-dreficd Lady, Molly had too much 
Spirit to bear this "Treatment tamely, Having 
therefore —- But hold, as we are diflident of our 
own Abilities, let us here invite a ſuperior Power 
to our Aſſiſtance, 

Ye Mutcs then, whoever ye are, who love to 
ſing Battles, and principally thou, who whilom 
didſt recount the Slaughter in thoſe Fields whero 
Hudibras and Trulla fought, if thou wert not 
ſtarved with thy Friend Butler, aſſiſt me on this 
great Occaſion, All Things are not in the Power 
of all. " Re: 

As a vaſt Herd of Cows in a rich Farmer's 
Yard, if, while they are milked, they hear their 
_ Calves at a Diſtance, lamenting the Robbery 
which is then committing, roar and bellow ; ſo 
roared forth the Somerſeiſbire Mob an Hallaloo, 
made up of almoſt as many Squawls, Screams, 
and other different Sounds, as there were Perſons, 
or indeed Paſſions, among them: Some were in- 
ſpired by Rage, others alarmed by Fear, and 
others had nothing in their Heads but the Love of 
Fun; but chiefly Envy, the Siſter of Satan, and 
his conſtant Companian, ruſhed among the Crowd, 


and. blew up the Fury of the Women ; who no 
ſooner 
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fooner came up to Molly, than they pelted her 
with Dirt and Rubbiſh. 
Molly, having endeavoured in vain to make a 
handſome Retreat, faced about; and laying hold 
of ragged Beg, who advanced in the Front of the 
Enemy, the at one Blow felled her to the Ground, 
The whole Army of the Enemy (though near a 
hundred in Number) ſeeing the Fate of their Ge- 
neral, gave back many Paces, and retired behind 
a new-dug Grave; for the Church-Yard was the 
Field of Battle, where there was to be a Funeral 
that very Evening. Moly purſued her Victory, 
and catching up a Skull which lay on the Side of 
the Grave, diſcharged it with fuch Fury, that 
having hit a Taylor on the Head, the two Skulls 
fent equally forth a hollow Sound at their Meet- 
ing, and the Taylor took prefently Meaſure of 
his Length on the Ground, where the Skulls lay 
Side by Side, and it was doubtful which was the 
moſt valuable of the two. MAZelly then taking a 
Thigh-bone in her Hand, fell in among the flying 


Ranks, and dealing her Blows with great Libera- 


lity on either Side, overthrew the Carcaſs of 
many a mighty Hero and Heroine. 

Recount, O Muſe, the Names of thoſe who 
fell on this fatal Day. Firſt 7emmy Tiuecdle felt 
on his hinder Head the direful Bone. Him the 
pleaſant Banks of ſweetly winding Sterber had 
nouriſhed, where he firſt learnt the vocal Art, 


with which, wandering up and cown at Wakes 


and Fairs, he cheared the rural Nymphs and 
Swains, when upon the Green they interweaved 


the ſprightly Dance; while he himſelf ſtood fid- 


dling and jumping to his own Muſic. How little 


now avails his Fiddle? He thumps the verdant 
Fluor 
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Floor with his Carcaſs. Next old Echepole, the 
Sow-gelder, received a Blow in his Forehead from 
our Amazonian Heroine, and immediately fell to 
the Ground. He was a [winging fat Fellow, and 
fell with almoſt as much Noiſe as a Houſe, His 
Jobacco- box dropt at the ſame "Time from his 
Pocket, which Al took up as lawful Spoils. 
Then Kate of the Mill tumbled unfortunately 
over a Tomb-ſtone, which catching hold of her 
ungartered Stockings, inverted the Order of Na— 
turc, and gave her Heels the Superiority to her 
Hcad. Botty Pippin, with young Roger her 
Lover, fell both to the Ground; where, O per- 
verſe Fate! ſhe ſalutes the Earth, and he the Sky, 
Tim Frechle, the Smith's Son, was the next Vic- 
tim to her Rage, He was an ingenious Work- 
man, and made excellent Pattins; nay, the very 
Pattin with which he was knocked down, was 
his own Workmanſhip. Had he been at that Time 
ſinging Plalms in the Church, he would have 
avoided a broken Head. Miſs Crow, the Daugh- 
cr of a Farmer; ohn Giddiſb, himſelf a Farmer; 
Nan Slowuch, Efther Cedling, Til Sjray, Tom 
Eennet 5 the three Miſſes Potter, whoſe Father 
keeps the Sign of the Red Lion; Betty Chamber= 
maid; Fack Ofiler, and many others of interior 
Note, lay rolling among the Graves, 

Not that the ſtrenuous Arm of Molly reached 
all theſe; for many of them in their Flight over= 
threw each other, 

But now Fortune, fearipg ſhe had acted out of 
Character, and had inclined too long to the ſame 
Side, eſpecially as it was the right Side, haſtily 
turned about: For now Goody Brown, whom 
fckiel Brown carelied h his Arms; nor he alone, 
but half the Pariſh beſides : fo famous was ine 
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in the Fields of Venus, nor indeed leſs in thoſe of 
Marr The Trophies of both theſe, her Huſ- 
band always bore about on his Head and Face; 
for if ever human Head did: by its Horns diſplay 
the amorous Glories of a Wife, Ze4ze/s did; nor 
did his well ſcratched Face leſs denote her Ta- 
lents (or rather Talons) of a different Kind.“ 

No longer bore this Amazon the ſhameful 
Flight of her Party, She ſtopt ſhort, and calling 
aloud to all who fled, ſpoke as follows: Te So- 


© merſetſhire Men, or rather ye Somerſeiſhire Wo- 


© men, are ye not aſhamed, thus to fly from a 
4 ſingle Woman? But if no other will oppoſe 
© her, I myſelf and Fo» Top here will have the 
Honour of the Victory.“ Having thus ſaid, ſhe 
few at Molly) Seagrim, and eafily wrenched the. 
Thigh-bone from her Hand, at the ſame 'I'ime 
clawing off her Cap from her Head, Then Jay- 
ing hold of the Hair of folly, with her Left- 
Hand, ſhe attacked her ſo furiouſly in the Face 
with her Right, that the Blood ſoon began to 
trickle from her Noſe. Molly was not idle this 
while. She ſoon removed the Clout from the 
Head of Goody Brown, and then faſtening on her 
Hair with one Hand, with the other ſhe cauſed. 


another. Bloody Stream to iſſue forth from the 


Noſtrils of the Enemy. 

When each of the Combatants had bore off 
ſufficient Spoils of Hair from the Head of her An- 
tagoniſt, the next Rage was againſt their Gar- 


ments. In this Attack they exerted ſo much Vio- 
"lence, that in a very few Minutes, they were both 


naked to the Middle. | 
It is lucky for the Women, that the Seat of 

Eiſtycuff- War is not the ſame with them as 
| | among- 
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among Men ; but tho' they may ſeem a little to 
deviate from their Sex, when they go forth to 
Battle, yet I have obſerved they never ſo far for- 
get it, as to aſſail the Boſoms of each other; where 
a few Blows would be fatal to moiſt of them. 
This, I know, ſome derive from their being of a 
more bloody Inclination than the Males. On 
which Account they apply to the Noſe, as to the 
Part whence Blood may moſt eaſily be drawn; 
but this ſcems a far-fetched, as well as ill-natured 
Suppoſition. 
Goody Breawn had great Advantage of Molly 

in this Particular; for the former had indeed no 
Breaſts, her Boſom (if it may be ſo called) a 
well in Colour as in many other Properties, . 
ly reſembling an antient Piece of Parchment, up- 
on which any one might have drummed a con- 
ſiderable while, without doing her any great Da- 
mage. | | 

Molly, beſides her preſent unhappy Condition, 
was ditterently formed in thoſe Parts, and might, 
perhaps, have tempted the Envy of Brown to glve 
her a fatal Blow, had not the lucky Arrival of 
Tem Jones at this Inſtant put an immediate End 
to the bloody Scene. 

This Accident was luckily owing to Mr. 
Square; for he, Maſter Blfil, and Jones, had 
mounted their Horſes, after Church, to take the 
Air, and had ridden about a Quarter of a Mile, 
when Sguare, changing his Mind, (not idly, but 

for a Reaſon which we ſhall unfold as ſoon as we 
have Leiſure) deſired the young Gentlemen to 
ride with him another Way than they had at firſt 
purpoſed, This Motion being complied with, 
brought them of Neceſſity bad K again to the 
_ Church- Fun. 

Maſter 
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Maſter Ef}, who rode firſt, f:cing ſuch a 
Mob aft mble: "7 = two Women in the Poiture 
in which we left the Combatante, ftopt his Horſe 
to enquire what was the Matter, A Country— 
Fellow, ſcratching his Head, anſwered bim; «I 
don't know Meafter un't Ti an't pleaſe your 
Honour, here hath been a Vight, I think, be- 
* tween Goody Brown and Mall Seagrim.” * Who, 
« who?” cries Tom; but without waiting for an 
Anſwer, having diſcovered the Features of his 
/1:1'y through all the Diſcompoſure in which 


they now were, he haſtily alighted, turned his 


Horſe Jooſe, and leaping over "the Wall, ran to 
her. She now, firſt burfting into Tears, told him 
how barbarouſly ſhe had been treated. Upon 
which, forgetting the Sex of Goody "2 ag or 
perhaps not knowing it, in his Rage; for, in 
reality, the had no feminine Appearance, but a 
Petticoat, which he might not obſerve, he gave 
her a Laſh or two with his Horſe-whip z and then 
flying at the Mob, who were all accuſed by A, 
he dealt his Blows ſo profuſely on all Sides, that, 
unleis I would again invoke the Muſe, (which 
the good-natured Reader may think a little 
too hard upon her, as ſhe hath ſo lately been vio- 
Jently ſwcated) it would be impoſſible for me to 
recount the Hoiſe-whipping of that Day. 
Having ſcoured the whole Coaſt of the Ene- 
my, as well as any of Aomer's Heroes ever did, 


or as Don Quiotte, or any Knight-Errant in the 


World could have done, he returned to Molly, 
whom he found in a Condition, which muſt give 
both me and my Reader Pain, was it to be de- 
ſcribed here. Jem raved liked a Madman, beat 


his Breaſt, tore his Hair, ſtamped on the Ground, 
and 
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and vowed the utmoſt Vengeance on all who had 
been concerned, He then pulled off his Coar, 


and buttoned it round her, put his Hat upon her 


Head, wiped the Blood from her Face 2s well as 
he could with his Handkerchief, and called out 
to the Servant to ride as falt as poſſible ſor a Side- 
ſaddle, or a Pillion, that he might Carry her ſafe 
home. 

Maiter Blfil objected to the ſending away the 
Servant, as they had only one with chem; but 
as Square ſeconded the Order of Jones, he was 
obliged to comply. 

The Servant returned in a very ſhort Time 
with the Pillion, and Aol, having collected her 
Rags as well as ſhe could, was placed behind 
him. In vhich Manner ſhe was carried home, 
Square, Lili, and Jones attending. 

Here Tones, having received his Coat, given 
her a ly Kiſs, and whiſpered her, that he would 
return in the Evening, quitted his Helly, and rode 
on aſter his Companions, 


CHAP. IX. 
Containing Matter of no very peaccable Cil;ur, 


| r had no ſooner apparelled herſelf in 


her accuſtomed Rags, than her Siſters be- 

oy to fall violently upon her; particularly her 
eldeſt Siſter, who told her ſhe was well enough 
ſerved. © How had ſhe the Aſſurance to wear a 
Gown which young Madam //7era had given 
to Mother! If one of us was to wear it, I 
think,” ſays ſhe, © I myſelf have the beſt Right; 
but I warrant you think it belongs to your Beau- 
ty. I ſuppoſe you think yourſelf more hand- 
| * tome 
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« ſome than any of us.“ Hand her down the 
« Bit of Glaſs from over the Cupboard,” cries 
another; * I'd waſh the Blood from my Face be- 
fore I tauked of my Beauty,” © You'd better 
© have minded what the Parſon ſays,” cries the 
eldeſt, * and a not hearkened after Men Voke.' 
© Indeed, Child, and ſo ſhe had,” ſays the Mo- 
"we ſobbing, ſhe hath brought a Diſgrace upon 
us all. She's the vurſt of the Vamily that ever 
was a Whore.“ © You need not WIDEN. me 
with that, Mother,” cries Moly; you your- 
ſelf was brought to-bed of Siſter there, within 
a Week after you was married, * Yes, Hul- 
ſy, anſwered the enraged Mother, « ſol Was, 
and what was the mighty Matter of that? 1 
was made an honeſt Woman then; and if you 
was to be made an honeſt Woman, I ſhould 
not be angry; but you muſt have to doing with 
a Gentleman, you naſty Slut, you will have a 
Baſtard, Huſſy, you will; and that I oy any 
one to ſay of me. 

In this Situation Black George found his Family, 
when he came home for the Purpoſe before-men- 
tioned, As his Wife and three Daughters were 
all of them talking together, and moſt of them 
crying, it was ſome Time before he could get an 
Opportunity of being heard ; but as ſoon as ſuch 
an Interval occurred, he acquainted the Company 
with what Sophia had ſaid to him. 

Goody Seagrim then began to revile her Daugh- 
ter afreſh. * Here,” ſays the, « you have brought 
* us into a fine Quandary indeed. What will 
Madam fay to that big ah Oh that ever I 
© ſhould live to ſee this Day 

Molly anſwered with pet Spirit, And what 


5 ig hi mighty Place which you have got for me, 
© ot 
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< Father ?? (for he had not well underitood the 
Phraſe uſed by Sophia of being about her Perſon) 
© I ſuppoſe it is to be under the Cook; but J 
ſhan't waſh Diſhes for any body. My Gentle- 
© man will provide better for me. See what he 
c hath given me this Afternoon: He hath pro- 
« raiſed I ſhall never want Money; and you ſhan't 
4 
* 


A 


want Money neither, Mother, if you will hold 


your Tongue, and know when you are well.“ 


And fo ſaying, ſhe pulled out ſeveral Guincas, and 


gave her Mother one of them. 

The good Woman no ſooner felt the Gold 
within her Palm, than her Temper began (ſuch 
is the Efficacy of that Panacea) to be molliſied. 
Why, Huſband,' ſays ſhe, would any but ſuch 
a Blockhead as you not have enquired what 
Place this was before he had accepted it ? Per- 
haps, as Molly ſays, it may be in the Kitchen, 
and truly I don't care my Daughter ſhould be 
a Scullion- Wench: For poor as I am, I am a 
Gentlewoman. And thof I was obliged, as 
my Father, who was a Clergyman, died worſe 
than Nothing, and ſo could not give me a Shil- 
ling of Potion, to undervalue myſelf, by marry- 
ing a poor Man ; yet I would have you to know, 
I have a Spirit above all them Things. Marr 
come up! it would better become Madam J:f- 
tern to look at home, and remember who her 
own Grandfather was. Some of my Family, 
for ought I know, might ride in their Coaches, 
when the Grandfathers of ſome Voke walked 
a-voot. I warrant ſhe fancies the did a mighty 
Matter, when ſhe ſent us that old G:wad; ſome 
of my Family would not have picked up fuch 
Rags in the Street: but poor People ate always 
trampled upon, The Pariſh necd not have been 
a a. in 
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im ſuch a Fluſter with Holly. — Tou might have 
© told them, Child, your Grandmother wore bet- 
ter Things new out of the Shop.” 
Well, but conſider,” cried George, © What 
Anſwer ſhall I make to Madam?“ I don't 
know what Anſwer,” ſays ſhe: ©* You are al- 


© ways bringing your Family into one Quandary 


C 

0 

* 

© or other, Do you remember when you ſhot 
the Partridge, the Occaſion of all our Misfor- 
tunes? Did not I adviſe you never to go into 
Squire //ern's Manor? Did not I tell you 
© many a good Year ago what would come of it ! 
0 


Fut you would have your own headſtrong Ways; 
yes, you would, you Villain' 


Black George was, in the main, a peaceable 
Find of Fellow, and nothing choleric, nor raſh, 
vet did he bear about him ſomething of what the 
Antients called the Iraſcible, and which his Wife, 
if ſhe had been endowed with much Wiſdom, 
wwonld have fearcd, He had long experienced, that 
when the Storm grew very high, Arguments were 
but Wind, which ſerved rather to encreaſe than 
to abate it. He was therefore ſeldom unprovided 
with a ſmall] Switch, a Remedy of wonderful 
Force, as he had often eſſayed, and which the 
Word Villain ſerved as a Hint for his applying. 

No ſooner, therefore, had this Symptom ap- 
peared, than he had immediate Recourſe to the 
ſaid Remedy, which, though, as it is uſual in all 
very efficacious Medicines; it at firſt ſeemed to 
heighten and inflame the Diſeaſe, ſoon produced 
a total Calm, and reſtored the Patient to perfect 
Eaſe and Tranquillity. 

This is, however, a Kind of Horſe-medicine, 
which requires a very robuſt Conſtitution to di- 


geſt, and is therefore only proper for the Vulgar, 
unleſs 
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unleſs in one ſingle Inſtance, v/z. where Superi- 
ority of Birth breaks out; in which Caſe, we 
ſhould not think it very improperly applied by any 
Huſband whatever, if the Application was not 
in itſelf ſo baſe, that, like certain Applications of 
the phyſical Kind which need not be mentioned, 
it ſo much degrades and Contaminates the Hand 
employed in it, that no Gentleman ſhoult en- 
dure the Thought of any Thing fo low and de- 
teſtable. 

The whole Family were ſoon reduced to a State 
of perfect Quiet: For the Virtue of this Medi- 
cine, like that of Electricity, is often communi- 
cated through one Perſon to many others, wao 
are not touched by the Inſtrument. Jo ſay the 
Truth, as they both operate by Friction, it mæy 
be Joubted whether there is not ſomething ana- 
iogous between them, of which Mr. Frets would 
do well to enquire, before he publiſhes the next 
Edition of his Book. 

A Council was now called, in which, after 
many Debates, Molly ſtill perſiſting that ſhe would 
not go to Service, it was at length reſolved, that 
Goody Seagrim herſelf ſhould wait on Miſs //:/- 
tern, and endeavour to procure the Place for her 
_ elder Daughter, who declared great Readineſs to 
accept it: But Fortune, who ſeems to have been 
an Enemy of this little Family, afterwards put a 
Stop to her Promotion. 
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C HA FP. 
A Story told by Mr. Supple, the Curate. The Pe— 


netration of Squire Weſtern. His great Love 
for his Daughter, and the Return do it made by 


her. 


HE next Morning Tom Joncs hunted with 
Mr. We/lern, and was at his Return invited 
by that Gentleman to Dinner. 

The lovely Sophia ſhone forth that Day with 
more Gaiety and Sprightlineſs than uſual. Her 
Zattery was certainly levelled at our Hero; tho', 
I belicve, ſhe herſclf ſcarce yet knew her own 
Intention: but if ſhe had any Deſign of charming 


him, ſhe now ſuccecded. 


Mr. Supple, the Curate of Mr, Alkvorthy's 
Pariſh, made one of the Company. He was a 
good-natured worthy Man; but chiefly remark- 
able for his great Taciturnity at Table, tho' his 
Mouth was never ſhut at it. In ſhort, he had 
one of the beſt Appetites in the World. How- 


ever, the Cloth was no ſooner taken away, than 


he always made ſufficient Amends for his Silence: 
For he was a very hearty Fellow; and his Con- 
verſation was often entertaining, never offenſive. 
At his firſt Arrival, which was immediately be- 
fore the Entrance of the Roaſt beef, be had given 
an Intimation, that he had brought ſome News 
with him, and was beginning to tell, that he 
came that Moment from Mr. Allworthy's, when 
the Sight of the Roaſt beef ſtruck him dumb, per- 
mitting him only to ſay Grace, and to declare, he 
muſt pay his Reſpect to the Baronet: for ſo he 


called the Sirloin. 
When 
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When Dinner was over, being reminded by 


Sophia of his News, he began as follows: I be- 
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lieve, Lady, your Ladythip obſerved a young 
Woman at Church yeſterday at Even-ſong, 
who was dreſt in one of your. outlandiſh Gar- 


ments; I think I have ſeen your Ladyihip in 


ſuch a one. However, in the Country, ſuch 
Dreſſes are 


© Rara avis in Terris, nigroque ſimillima Cyens, 
That is, Madam,. as much as to ſay, 


A rare Bird upon the Earth, and very like a 
black Swan, | f 


The Verſe is in Juvenal: But to return to 
what I was relating. I was ſaying ſuch Gar- 
ments are rare Sights in the Country; and per- 
chance too, it was thought the more rare, Re- 
ſpect being had to the Perſon who wore it, who, 
they tell me,. is the Daughter of Black George, 
your Worſhip's Game-keeper, whole Sufterings 
I ſhould have opined, might have taught him 
more Wit, than to dreſs forth his Wenches in 
ſuch gaudy Apparel. She created ſo much Con- 
fuſion in the Congregation, that if Squire All- 


worthy had not filenced it, it would have inter- 


rupted the Service: For I was once about to 


ſtop in the Middle of the firſt Leſſon. How- 


beit, nevertheleſs, after Prayer was over, and I 


was departed home, this occaſioned a Battle in 


the Church-yard, where, amongſt other Miſ- 
chief, the Head of a travelling Fidler was very 


much broken. This Morning the Fidler came 
to Squire Alſvorthy for a Warrant, and the 
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Wench was brought before him. The Squire 


was incliped to have compounded Matters; 

when, Jo! on a ſudden, the Wench appeared 

(I aſk your Ladyſhip Pardon) to be, as it were, 
at the Eve of bringing forth a Baſtard. The 

Squire demanded of her who was the Father? 

But ſhe pertinaciouſly refuſed to make any Re- 
ſponſe : jo that he was about to make her Mit- 

timus to Bridetucll, when I departed.” 

And is a Wench having a Baſtard all your 
© News, Doctor?” cries Meſlern. ] thought it 
might have been ſome public Matter, ſomething 
© about the Nation.” 

I am afraid it is too common, indeed,“ an- 
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ſwered the Parſon, „but I thought the whole 


Story altogether deſerved commemorating. As 
to national Matters, your Worſhip knows them 
* beſt. My Concerns extend no farther than my 
© own Pariſh.“ | 

Why, ay,” fays the Squire, I believe I do 
* know a little of that Matter, as you ſay; but 
come, Tommy, diink about, the Bottle ſtands. 
+ with you.” 

Tem begged to be excuſed, for that he had 
particular Buſinets; and getting up from Table, 
eſcapes the Clutches of the Squire, who was riſing 
to ſtop him, and went off with very little Cere- 
mony. 

The Squire gave him a good Curſe at his De- 
parture ; and then turning to the Parſon, he cried 
out, I ſmoke it, I ſmoke it: Tem is certainly 
„the Father of this Baſtard. Zooks, Parſon, 
you remember how he recommended the Vea- 
ther o'her to me.—D--n un, what a ſly B- ch 

'tis, Ay, ay, as ſure as Two-pence, Tem is 
the Veather of the Baſtard,” | R 
6 
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I ſhould be very ſorry for that, ſays the 


Paus ' © Why ſorry,“ cries the Squire, Where 
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is the mighty Matter o't? What, I ſuppoſe, 
0 oft 9 nd that thee haſt never got a Baſtard ! 
Pos! more good Luck's thine : For I warrant 
hait a done therefore many's the good Time 
and often.” our Worſhip is pleaſed to be 


jocu}ar,” anſwered the Parſon, © but I do not 


only animadvert on the Sinfulneſs of the Action, 
though that ſurely is to be greatly deprecated; 

but I fear his Unrighteouſneſs may injure him 
with Mr. Allworthy. And truly L muſt ſay, 
though he hath the Character of being a little 


wild, I never ſaw any Harm in the young Man; 


nor can I fav I have heard any, fave what your 
Worſhip now mentions. I wiſh, indeed, he 


was a little more regular in his Reſponſes at 
Church; but altogether he icems 


Ingenui vultus puer ingenuiqu? pudoris. 


That is a claffical Line, young Lady, and be- 
ing rendered into Anglih, is, * A Lad of an 


ingenuous Countenance, and of an ingenuous 
Modeſty: For this was a Virtue in great Re- 


pute both among the Latins and Greets, I muſt 


ſay the young Gentleman (for ſo I think I may 


call him, notwithſtanding his Birth) appears to 
me a very modeſt civil Lad, and I ſhould be 
forry that he ſhould do himſelf any Injury in 
Squire Alhvorthy's Opinion.“ 
Poogh!' ſays the Squire, Injury with All- 
worthy ! Why Allworthy loves a Wench him- 
ſelf. Doth not all the Country know whoſe 
Son Tom is? You mult talk to another Perſon 
4 in 
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© in that Manner. I remember Aubert at 


Coll ge. | 
I thought,“ ſaid the Parſon, he had never 
© been at the Univerſity.” | 

Les, yes, he was, ſays the Squire, © and 
many a Wench have we two had together, 
* As arrant a Whoremaſter as any within five 
Miles o'un. No, no. It will do'n no Harm 
© with he, aſſure yourſelf; nor with any body 
.< elſe. Aſk Sophy there—You have not the worſe 
Opinion of a young Fellow for getting a Bal- 
* tard, have you, Girl? No, no, the Women 
will like un the better for't.* 

This was a cruel Queſtion to poor Sophia, Che 
had obſerved Tem's Colour change at the Pacſon's 
Story; ard that, with his haſty and abrupt De- 
p:rture, gave her ſurhcient Reaſon to think her 
Father's Suſpicion not groundleſs, Her Heart 
now, at once, diſcovered the great Secret to her, 
to which it had been ſo long diſeloſing by little and 
little; and ſhe found herſelf bighly intereſted in 
this Matter. In ſuch a Situation, her Father's 
malapert Queſtion ruſhing ſuddenly upon her, pꝛo- 
duced ſome Symptoms which might have alarmed 
a ſuſpicious Heart; but to do the Squire Juſtice, 
that was not his Fault, When ſhe roſe therefore 
from her Chair, and told him, a Hint from him 
was always ſufficient to make her withdraw, he 
ſuffered her to leave the Room ; and then with 
great Gravity of Countenance remarked, © That 
© it was better to ſee a Daughter over-modeſt, 
than over-forward;* a Sentiment which was 
highly applauded by the Parſon. 

There now enſued between the Squire and the 
Parſon, a moſt excellent political Diſcourſe, framed 
out of News- papers, and political Pamphlets; in 

E which 
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which they made a Libation of four Bottles of 
Wine to the Good of their Country; and then, 
the Squire being faſt afleep, the Parſon lighted 
his Pipe, mounted his Horſe, and rode home. 
When the Squire had finiſhed his Half-hour's 
Nap, he ſummoned his Daughter to her Harpſi- 
chord; but ſhe begged to be excuſed that Even- 
ing, on Account of a violent Head-ach. This 
Remiſſion was preſently granted: For indeed ſhe 
ſeldom had Occaſion to aſk him twice, as he loved 
her with ſuch ardent Aﬀection, that by gratify- 
ing her, he commonly conveyed the higheſt Grati- 
fication to himſelf. She was really what he fre- 
quently called her, his little Darling; and ſhe. 
well deſerved to be ſo : for ſhe returned all his 
Affection in the moſt ample Manner. She had 
preſerved the moſt inviolable Duty to him in all 
Things; and this her Love made not only eaſy, 
but fo delightful, that when one of her Compa- 
nions laughed at her, for placing ſo much Merit 
in ſuch ſcrupulous Obedience, as that young Lady- 
called it, Sophia anſwered, © You miſtake me, 
Madam, if you think I value myſelf upon this: 
Account: For beſides that I am barely diſcharg- 
ing my Duty, I am likewiſe pleaſing myſelf. I 
can truly ſay, I have no Delight equal to that 
of contributing to my Father's Happineſs; and 
if I value myſelf, my Dear, it is on having this- 
Power, and not on executing it,” 
This was a Satisfaction, however, which poor 
Saphia was incapable of taſting this Evening. She 
therefore not only deſired to be excuſed from her: 
Attendance at the Harpſichord, but likewiſe: 


. . ˙ 0 


from Supper. To this Requeit likewiſe the Squire: 
agreed, though not without ſome Reluctance:“ 
5 for 
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for he ſcarce ever airs her to b2 out of his 
Sight, unleſs when he was engaged with his 
Horſes, Dogs, or Bottle. Neverthele's he yield - 
ed to the Deſire of his Daughter, though the 
poor Man was, at the ſame Time, obli: cd to 
avoid his own Company, (if I may ſo expreſs my- 
ſelf ) by ſending for a neighbouring Farmer to lit 
with him, 


CHAP. Ah 


The narrow [ſcape of Molly Seagrim, wrth ſome 
Obſervations for which we have ber forced to dive 
pretty desp into Nature. 


0 JONES had ridden one of Mr. J/e/- 

tern's Horſes that Morning in the Chace; fo 
that having no Horle of his own in the Squire's 
Stable, he was obliged to go home on Foot. This 
he did ſo expeditiouſly, than he ran upwards of 
three Miles within the half Hour. 

juſt as he zrrived at Mr. Allcworthy's outward 
Gate, he met the Conſtable and Company, with 
Holy in their Poſſeſſion, whom they were con- 
ducting to that Houſe where the inferior Sort of 
People may learn one good Leflon, vis. Reſpect 
and Detcicnce to their Superiors : fince it muſt 
ſhew them the wide Diſtinction Fortune intends 
between thoſe Perſons who are to be corrected fur 
their Faults, and thoſe who ate not; which Leſ- 
fon, if they do not learn, I am afraid, they very 
rarely learn any other good Leſlon, or improve 
their Morals, at the Houſe of Correction. 

A Lawyer may, perhaps, think Mr. Alltvortiiy 
exceeded his Authority a little in this Inſtance. 
And, to {ay the Truth, I queſtion, as here was 

no 
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no regular. Information before him, whether his 
Conduct was ſtrialy regular. However, as his 
Intention was truly upright, he ought to be ex- 
cuſed in Hero Conſctentice ; ſince ſo many arbitrary 
Acts are daily committed by Magiſtrates, who 
have not this Excuſe to plead for themſelves. 
Tem was no ſooner informed by the Conſtable 
whither they were proceeding, (indeed he pretty 
well gueſſed it of himſelf ) than he caught Molly 
in his Arms, and embracing her tenderly before 


them all, ſwore he would murder the firſt Man 


who offered to lay hold of her. He bid her dry 
her Eyes, and be comforted; for wherever ſhe 
went, he would accompany her. Then turning 
to the Conſtable, who ſtood trembling with his 


Hat oft, he deſired him, in a very mild Voice, to 


return with him for a Moment only to his Father; 
(ſo he now called Allworthy) for he durſt, he ſaid, 
be aſfured, that when he had alledged what he 
had to ſay in her Favour, the Girl would be diſ- 
charged, 


The Conſtable, who, I make no Doubt, would 


have ſurrendered his Priſoner, had Tom demanded 


her, very readily conſented to this Requeſt. So 


back they all went into Mr. Ailwrthy's Hall; 


where Tom deſired them to ſtay till his Retus | 
and then went himſelf in Purſuit of- the good 


Man. As ſoon as he was found, Tom threw him- 
ſelf at his Feet, and having begged a patient Hear - 


ing, conſeſſed himſelf to be the Father of the 


Child, of which Ay was then big. He en- 

treated him to have Compaſſion on the poor Girl, 

and to conſider, if there was any Guilt in the Caſe, 
it lay principally at Eis Door. 

I there is any Guilt in the Caſe !' anſwered 


Ailwortty warmly, arc you then ſo. profligate 
RK 6 


and 
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2 

and abandoned a Libertine, to doubt whether 
the breaking the Laws of God and Man, the 
, corrupting and ruining a poor Girl, be Guilt ? 
own, indeed, it doth lie principally upon you, 
and fo heavy it is, that you ought to expect it 
ſhould cruſh you.” 

Whatever may be my Fate,“ ſays Tom, let 
me ſucceed in my Interceſſions for the poor 
Girl. I confeſs I have corrupted her ; but whe- 
ther ſhe ſhall be ruined, depends on you. For 
Heaven's Sake, dir, revoke your Warrant, and 
do not fend her to a Place which muſt unavoid- 
ably prove her Deſtruction.” 

Alkvorthy bid him immediately call a Servant. 
Tom anſwered, there was no Occaſion; for he 
had luckily met them at the Gate, and relying 
upon his Goodne!s, had brought them all back 
into his Hall, where they now waited his final 
Reſolution, which, upon his Knees, he beſought 
him might be in favour of the Girl; that ſhe 
might be permitted to go home to her Parents, 
and not be expoſed to a greater Degree of Shame 
and Scorn than mult neceſſarily fall upon her. I 
know, ſaid he, that is too much. I know 
© I am the wicked Occaſion of it. I will endea- 
« vour to make Amends if poſſible; and if you 
© ſhall have hereafter the Goodneſs to forgive me, 
£ I hope I ſhall deſerve it,” 

Alkvorthy heſitated ſome Time, and at laſt ſaid, 
Well, I will diſcharge my Mittimus—You may 
© ſend the Conſtable to me.“ He was initantly 

called, diſcharged, and ſo was the Girl, 
I will be delieved, that Mr. AIkvorthy failed 
not to read Tem a very ſevere Lecture on this 
Occaſion; but it is unneceſſary to inſert it here, 
as we * faithfully tranſcribed what he ſaid to 


Jenny 
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Jenny Jones in the firſt Book, moſt of which may 
be applied to the Men, equally with the Women. 
So ſenſible an Effect had theſe Reproofs on the 
young Man, who was no hardened Sinner, that 
he retired to his own Room, where he palled the 
_ Evening alone, in much melancholy Contempla- 
Lion. 

Allwirthy was, ſufficiently offended by this 
FTranſgreſſion of ones; for, notwithſtanding the 
Aſſertion of Mr. JZ/z/ern, it is certain, this wor— 
thy Man had never indulged himſelf in any looſe 
Pleaſures with Women, and greatly condemned 
the Vice of Incontinence in others. Indeed, 
there is much Reaſon to imagine, that there was 
not the leaſt Truth in what Mr. Heſtern affirm- 
ed, eſpecially as he laid the Scene of thoſe Im- 
purities at the Univerſity, where Mr. Allworily 
had never been. In Fact, the good Squire was 
a little too apt to indulge that Kind of Pleaſantry 
which is generally called Rh9domontade ; but which 
may, with as much Propriety, be expreſſed by a 
much ſhorter Word ; and, perhaps, we too often 
fupply the Uſe of this little Monoſyllable by 
others ; fince very much of what frequent'y paſles 
in the World for Wit and Humour, ſhould, in 
the ſtricteſt Purity of Language, receive that ſhort 
Appellation, which, in Conformity to the wells 
bred Laws of Cuſtom, I here ſuppreſs. 

But whatever Deteſtation Mr. Alliworthy had 
to this or any other Vice, he was not fo blinded 
by it, but that he could diſcern any Virtue in the 
guilty Perſon, as clearly, indeed, as if there had 
been no Mixture of Vice in the fame Character. 
While he was angry, therefore, with the Incon- 
tinence of Jones, he was no leſs pleaſed with 


the Honour and Woneſty of his Self-accuſation. 
He 
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He began now to form in his Mind the ſame 
Opinion of this young Fellow, which, we hope, 
our Reader may have conceived. And in balan- 
cing the Faults with his Perfections, the latter 
ſeemed rather to preponderate. 

It was to no Purpoſe, therefore, that Thwac- 
zum, Who was iinmediately charged by Mr, Bl:ifi/ 
with the Story, unbended all his Rancour againſt 
poor Tom. Aliwvnthy gave a patient Hearing to 
their Invectives, and then anſwered coldly ; 
© That young Men of Tom's Complexion wete 
too generally addiꝗded to this Vice: but he be- 
* lieved that Youth was ſincetely affected with 
what he had ſaid to him on the Occaſion, and 
he hoped he would not tranſereſs again.“ 8 
that, as the Days of whipping were at an End, 
the Tutor had no other Vent but his own Mouth 
for his Gall, the uſual poor Reſource of impotent 
Revenge. | | 

But Square, who was a leſs violent, was a much 
more artful] Man; and as he hated Jones more, 
perhaps, than Zhawckum himſelf did, fo he con- 
trived to do him more Miſchief in the Mind of 
Mr. Allworthy. | 

The Reader muſt remember the ſeveral little 
Incidents of the Partiidge, the Horſe, and the 
Bible, which were recounted in the ſecond Book; 
by all which Jones had rather improved than in- 
jured the Affection which Mr. Alitiworthy was in- 
clined to entertain for him. The ſame, I believe, 
muſt have happened to bim with every other 
Perſon who hath any Idea of Friendihip, Ge- 
nerotity, aad Greatneſs of Spirit; that is to 
fay, wha hath any Traces of Goodneſs in his 
Mind, 
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Szudre himſelf was not unacquainted with the 
true Impreſſion which thoſe ſeveral Inſtances of 
Goodneſs had made on the excellent Heart of A- 
worthy ; for the Philoſopher very well knew.what 
Virtue was, though he was not always, perhaps, 
fleady in its Purſuit : But as for Thuwackum, from 
what Reaſon I will not determine, no fuch 
Thoughts ever entered into his Head, He ſavy 
Jones in a bad Light, and he imagined Ailwrthy 
ſaw bim in the ſame, but that he was reſolved, 
from Pride and Stubbornneſs of Spirit, not to 
give up the Boy whom he had once cheriſhed ; 
ſince, by ſo doing, he muſt tacitly acknows 
Jedge, that his former Opinion Of him had been 
Wrong. 

Ser are therefore embraced this Opportunity of 
injuring 7oes in the tendereſt Part, by giving a 
very bad Turn to all theſe before- mentioned Oc- 
currences. | am ſorry, Sir,“ ſaid he, to own 
J have been deceived as well as yourſelf. 1 
could not, I confeſs, help being pleaſed with 

what I aſcribed to the Motive 'of Friendſhip, 

© though it was carried to an Exceſs, and all 
« Excels is faulty and vicious; but in this ] made 

« Allowance for Youth. Little did I ſuſpect that 

© the Sacrifice of Truth, which we both ima- 

* gined to have becn made to Priendihip, was, 
* 16-reality, £4 Proflitution of it to a depraved and 

© debauched Appetite, You now plainly ſee, 

© whence all the ſeeming Generoſity of this young 

Man to the Family of the Game-keeper pro- 

£ ceeded. te ſupported the Father, in order to 

corrupt the Daughter, and preſerved the Fami- 
© ly from ſtarving, to bring one of them to Shame 

„and Ruin. This is. Friendſhip! this is Gene- 
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* who give high Prices for Delicacies, are very 
« worthy to be called'generous.” In ſhort, I am 
reſolved, from this Inſtance, never to give 
Way to the Weakneſs of Human Nature more, 
nor to think any thing Virtue which doth not 
exactly * with the unerring Rule of— 
Right.“ 

The odneſs of Allworthy had prevented _ 
Conſiderations from occurring to himſelf; 

were they too plauſible to be abſolutely and bali 
rejected, when laid before his Eyes by another. 
Indeed what Square had ſaid, ſunk very deeply 
into his Mind, and the Uneaſineſs which it there 
created, was very viſible to the other; though 
the od Man would not acknowledge this, but 
made a very ſlight Anſwer, and forcibly drove off 
the Diſcourſe to ſome other Subject. It was well, 
perhaps, for poor Tem, that no ſuch Suggeſtions 
had been made before he was pardoned ; for they 
certainly ſtamped in the Mind of Ailicorthy the firſt 
bad Impreſſion concerning Jones. 


9 
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Containing much clearer Matters ; but which How 
from the ſame Fountain with thoſe in the P. cceding 
Chapter, 


64 HE Reader will be pleaſed, I believe, to re- 
turn with me to Sophia, She paſſed the Night, 
after we ſaw her laſt, in no very agreeable Man- 
ner. Sleep befriended her but little, and Dreams. 
tels. In the Morning, when Mrs. Homonr her. 
Maid attended her, at the uſual Hour, ſhe was 
wund already up and dreſt. | 
Perſons. 
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Perſons who live two or three Miles Diſtance 
in the Country, are conſidered as next Door 
Neighbours, and Tranſactions at the one Houle 
fly with incredible Cclerity to the other. Mrs. 
Hloncur, therefore, had heard the whole Story of 
AAolly's Shame ; which ſhe, being of a very com- 
municative Temper, had no ſooner entered the 
Apartment of her Miſtreſs, than ſhe began to re- 
late in the following Manner: 

* La Ma'am, what doth your La'ſhip think? 
the Girl that your La'ſhip ſaw at Church on 
Sunday, whom you thought ſo handſome z 
though you would not have thought her fo 
handſome neither, if you had ſeen her nearer 
but to be ſure ſhe hath been carried before the 
Juſtice for being big with Child. She ſeemed 
to me to look like a confident Slut; and to be 
ſure ſhe hath laid the Child to young Mr. 
Jones. And all the Pariſh ſays Mr. Allivorthy is 
ſo angry with young Mr. Jones, that he won't 
ſee him, To be ſure, one can't help pitying 
the poor young Man, and yet he doth not de- 
ſerve much Pity neither, for demeaning himſelf 
with ſuch Kind of Trumpery. Yet he is fo 
pretty a Gentleman, I ſhould be ſorry to have 
him turned out of Doors. I dares to ſwear the 
Wench was as willing as he ; for ſhe was al- 
ways a forward Kind of Body. And when 
Wenches are ſo coming, young Men are not 
ſo much to be blamed neither; for to be ſure 
they do no more than what is natural. Indeed 
it is beneath them to meddle with ſuch dirty 
Draggle-tails; and whatever happens to them, 
it 1s good enough for them. And yet to be 
ſure the vile Baggages are moſt in Fault. I 


wiſhes, with all my Heart, they were well 2 
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© be whipped at the Cart's Tail; for it is Pity 
they ſhould be the Ruin of a pietty young Gen- 
4 tleman ; and no body can deny but that Mr, 
Jones is one of the moſt hand{omett young Men. 
that ever. — 

She was running on thus, when Spi, with 
a more peeviſn Voice than {he had ever ſpoken to 
her in before, cried, * I rithee . hy do'ſt thou 
© trouble me with all this Stuff? What Concern 
have I in what Mr. Foes doth! I ſuppoſe you 
bare all alike. And you ſeem to me to be angry 
it was not your own Cale,” 
J, Ma'am l' anſwered Mrs. Honour ; „I am 
ſorry your Ladyſhip thould have ſuch an Opi- 
nion of me. I am ſure no body can ſay any ſuch 
Thing of me. All the young Fellows in the 
World may go the Devil, for me. Becauſe I 
ſaid he was a handſome Man | Every body lays 
it as well as I Jo be ſure, I never thought as it 
was any Harm to ſay a young Man was hand- 
ſome ; but to be ſure I ſhall never think him ſo 
any more now ; for handſome is that handſome 
© does. A Beggar Wench | ——— 

Stop thy Torrent of Impertinence,” cries So- 
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phia, and ſee whether my Father wants me at 


« Breakfaſt,” 

Mrs. Honour then flung out of the Room, mut- 
tering much to herſelf — of which—< Marry 
come up, I aſture you,” was all that could be 
plainly diſtinguiſhed, 

Whether Mirs. Honour really deſerved that 
Suſpicion, of which her Miſtreſs gave her a Hint, 
is a Matter which we cannot indulge our Reader's 
Curioſity by reſolving. We will however make 
him Amends, in diſcloſing what pafled in the 
Mind of Srfhias 

The 
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The Reader will be pleaſed to recollect, that a 
ſecret Affection for Mr. ue, had infeniibly 
olen into the Boſom of this young Lady; that 
it had there grown to a pretty great Height be- 
fore ſhe herſelf had diſcovered it. When ſhe firſt 
began to perceive its Symptoms, the Senſations 
were fo ſweet and pleaſing, that ſhe had not Re- 
ſolution ſufficient to check or repel them; and 
thus ſhe went on cheriſhing a Paſſion of which 
ſhe never once conſidered the Conſequences. 

This Incident relating to ly, firſt opened her 
Eyes. She now firſt perceived the Weakneſs of 
which ſhe had been guilty ; and though it cauſed 
the utmoſt Perturbation in her Mind, yet it had 
the effect of other nauſeous Phyſic, and for the 
Jime expelled her Diſtemper, Its Operation in- 


deed was moſt wonderfuliy quick; and in the 


ſhort Interval, while her Maid was abſent, ſo 
entirely removed ell Symptoms, that when Mrs, 
Honour returned with a Summons from her Fa— 
ther, ſhe was become perfectly eaſy, and had 
brought herſelf to a tnorough Indifference for 

Mr. Fones. 
The Diſeaſes of the Mind do in almoſt every 
Particular imitate thoſe of the Body. For which 
Reaſon, we hope, that learned Faculty, for whom 
we have ſo profound a Reſpect, will pardon us 
the violent Hands we have been neceflitated to 
lay on ſeveral Words and Phraſes, which of Right 
belong to them, and without which our Deſcrip- 

tions mult have been often unintelligible. 
| Now there is no one Circumſtance in which 
the Diſtempers of the Mind bear. a more exact 
Analogy to thoſe which are called Bodily, than 
that Aptneſs which both have to a Relapſe. This 
is plain, in the violent Diſeaſes of — and 
Va- 
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Avarice. I have known Ambition, when cured 
at Court by frequent Diſappointments, (which are 
the only Phyſic for it) to break out again in a 
Conteſt for Foreman of the Grand Jury at an 
Aſſizes; and have heard of a Man who had fo far 
conquered Avarice, as to give away many a Six- 
pence, that comforted himſelf, at laſt, on his 
Death-bed, by making a crafty and advantage- 
ous Bargain concerning his enſuing Funeral, 
with an Undertaker who had married his only 
Child. 

In the Affair of Love, which, out of ſtrict 
Conformity with the Stoic Philoſophy, we ſhall 
here treat as a Diſeaſe, this Proneneſs to relapſe, 
is po leſs conſpicuous. Thus it happened to poor 
Sephia; upon whom, the very next Time the ſaw 
young Jones, all the former Symptoms returned, 
and from that Time cold and hot Fits alternateiy 
ſeized her Heart. 

The Situation of this young Lady was now 
very different from what it had ever been before, 
That Paſſion, which had ſormerly been ſo ex- 
| quiſitely delicious, became now a Scorpion in her 

| Boſom. She reſiſted it therefore with her utmoſt 
Force, and ſummoned every Argument her Rea- 

fon (which was ſurpriſingly ſtrong for her Age) 

could ſuggeſt, to ſubdue and expel it, In this ſhe 

ſo far ſucceeded, that ſhe began to hope from 

Time and Abſence a perfect Cure, She reſolved 
therefore to. avoid Tom Jones as much as poſſible ; 
| for which Purpoſe ſhe began to conceive a Deſign 
| of viſiting her Aunt, to which ſhe made no Doubt 

of obtaining her Father's Conſent, 

But Fortune, who had other Deſigns in her 
Head, put an immediate Stop to any ſuch Pro- 

- ceeding, 


Th. 13. 2 FOUND LIN G. 213 


cceding, by introducing an Accident, which will 
be related in the next Chapter, 


CHA Ai. 
1 dreadful Accident which Lefel Sophia. The gal- 


lant Behavicur of Jones, and the more dreadful 
Confeqggnice ef that Behaviour to the young Lady; 
with a fort Digreſſion in Favour of the emal 
Sex. 


R. II tern grew every Day fonder and 
fonder of Sophia, inſomuch that his be— 
joved Dogs themſelves almoſt gave Place to her 
in his Aﬀections ; ; but as he could not prevail on 
himiclf to abandon theſe, he contrived very cun- 
ningly to enjoy their Company, together with that 
of bis Daughter, by inſiſting on her riding a hunt- 
ing with him, 

Sophia, to whom her Father's Word was a 
Law, readily complied with his Defires, though 
the had not the leaſt Delight in a Sport, which 
was of too rough and maſculine a Nature to ſuit 
with her Diſpoſition. She had, however, ano— 
ther Motive, beſide her Obedience, to accom- 
pany the old Gentleman in the Chace; for by 
her Preſence ſhe hoped in ſome Mature to re— 
ſtrain his Impetucſity, and to prevent him from 
ſo frequently expoſing his Neck to the utmoſt 
Haza:d, 

The ſtrongeſt Objection was that which would 
have formerly been an Inducement to her, name» 
ly, the frequent mecting with young Tones, 
whom ſhe had determined to avoid ; but as the 
End of the hunting TOS" NOW -pproachcd, ſhe 
hoped, 
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hoped, by a ſhort Abſence with her Aunt. to 


reaſon herſelf entirely out of her unfortunate Paſ- 
ſion; and had not any Doubt of being able to 
meet him in the Field the ſubſequent Seaſon, with- 
out the leaſt Danger. | 

On the ſecond Day of her Hunting, as ſhe 
was returning from the Chace, and was arrived 
within a little Diſtance from Mr. Meſtern's Houſe, 
her Horſe, whoſe mettleſome Spirit required a 
better Rider, fell ſuddenly to prancing and caper- 
ing, in ſuch a Manner, tbat ſhe was in the moſt 
imminent Peril of falling. Tom Jones, who was at 
a little Diſtance behind, ſaw this, and immediate- 


ly galloped up to her Aſſiſtance. As ſoon as he 


came up, he immediately leapt from his own Horſe, 
and caught hold of her's by the Bridle, The unruly 
Beaſt preſently reared himſelf an End on his hind 
Lege, and threw his lovely Burthen from his 
Back, and Jenes caught her in his Arms. 

She was fo affected with the Fright, that ſhe 
was not immediately able to ſatisfy Jenes, who 
was very ſolicitous to know whether ſhe had re- 
ccived any Hurt. She ſoon after, however, re- 
covered her Spirits, aſſured him ſhe was ſafe, and 
thanked him for the Care he had taken of her. 

ones anſwered, If J have preſerved you, Ma- 
« dam, I am ſufficiently repaid; for I promiſe 
© you, I would have ſecured you from the leaſt 
Harm, at the Expence of a much greater Mis- 
fortune to myſelf, than I have ſuftered on this 
Occaſion.” 
© What Misfortune,” replied Sophia, eagerly, 
I hope you have come to no Mifchief ?” 
© Be not concerned, Madam,” anſwered Jones, 
Heaven be praiſed, you have eſcaped ſo well, 
1 con- 
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© conſidering the Danger you was in. If I have 
© broke my Arm, [ conlider it as a Trifle, in 
a Compariſon of what I feared upon your As- 
© count,” 

Sphia then ſcreamed out, * Broke your Arm! 


„Heaven forb;d.* 


I am afraid I have, Madam, ſays Fones, 
but beg you will ſuffer me firſt to take Care 
of you. I have a Right-hand yet at your Ser- 
vice, to help you into the next Field, whence 
we have but a very little Walk to your Father's 
Houſe.” 

Sephia ſceing his left Arm dangling by his Side, 
while he was ufing the other to lead her, no 
longer doubted of the Truth. She now grew 
much paler than her Fears for herſelf had made 
her before. All her Limbs were ſeized with a 
Trembling, infomuch that Foxes could ſcarce 
ſupport her; and as her Thoughts were in no 
leſs Agitation, ſhe could not refrain from giving 
Jones a Look fo full of T enderneſs, that it almoſt 
argued a ſtronger Senſation in her Mind, than 
even Gratitude and Pity united can raiſe in the 
gentleſt female Boſom, without the Aﬀiſtance of 


G X ALA. a 


a third more powerful Paſſion. 


Mr, eiern, who was advanced at ſonte Diſ- 
tance when this Accident happened, was now re- 
turned, as were the reit of the Horſe-men. 80 


pia immediately acquainted them with what had 


befallen Jones, and begged them to take Care of 
him. Upon which, IVijtern, who had been much 
alarmed, by meeting his Daughter's Horſe without 
its Rider, and was now overjoyed to find her un- 
hurt, cried out, © I am glad it is no worſe, if 
Fro hath broken his Arm, we wall get a Joiner 
to mend un again,” 

The 


— "I 
2. _— — — 
3 — _- 
— — — 2 4 ion ——— — —— ooo er — 


— —— —— — A % ˙ —— — U —˙ — — 


216 The HISTORY of Book IV. 


The Squire alighted from his Horſe, and pro- 
ceeded to his Houſe on Foot, with his Daughter 
and Jones. An impartial Spectator, who had met. 
them on the Way, would, on viewing their ſe— 
veral Countenances, have concluded Sofia alone 
to have been the Object of Compaſſion: For es 
to Jenes, he exulted in having probably ſaved the 
Lite of the young Lady, at the Price only of a 
broken Bone; and Mr. Heſtern, though he was 
not unconcerned at the Accident which had be- 
fallen Jones, was, however, delighted in a much 
higher Degree with the fortunate Eſcape of his 
Daughter, | 3 | 
The Generoſity of Sophia's Temper conſtrued 
this Behaviour of Jones into great Bravery ; and 
it made a deep Impreſſion on her Heart: For cer- 
tain it is, that there is no one Quality which fo 
generally recommends Men to Women as this ; 
proceeding, if we believe the common Opinion, 


from that natural Timidity of the Sex; which 


is, ſays Mr. O/torne, ſo great, that a Woman is 
the moſt cowardly of all the Creatures God 
© ever made.“ A Sentiment more remarkable for 
its Bluntneſs, than for its Truth. Ari/eotle, in 
his Politicks, doth them, I believe, more Juſtice, 


when he ſays, * The Modeſty and Fortitude of 


Men differ from thoſe Virtues in Women; for 
© the Fortitude which becomes a Woman, would 
© be Cowardice in a Man; and the Modeſty 
© which becomes a Man, would be Pertneſs 
© in a Woman.“ Nor is there, perhaps, more 
of Truth in the Opinion of thoſe who derive 
the Partiality which Women are inclined to 
ſhew to the Prave, from this Exceſs of their 
Fear. Mr. Bayie (I think, in his Article of He- 


len) imputes this, and with greater Probability, 


TO 
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to their violent Love of Glory : for the Truth 
of which, we have the Authority of him, who, 
of all others, ſaw fartheſt into human Nature; 
and who introduces the Heroine of his Odyſley, 
the great Pattern of matrimonial Love and Con- 
fancy, aſſigning the Glory of her Huſband as 
the only Source of her Affection towards him #, 

However this be, certain it is that the Acci- 
dent operated very ſtrongly on Sephia; and, in- 
deed, after much Enquiry into the Matter, I am 
inclined to believe, that at this very Time, the 
charming Shia made no leſs Impreſſion on the 
Heart of Zones to lay Truth, he had for ſome 
Time become ſenſible of the ire Power 
of her Charms. 


CHAP. XIV. 


The Arrival of a Sturgeon. His Operations, and 
a long Dinka Letwcen Sophia and her Maid. 


* 7 HEN they arrived in Mr. Heſtern's Hall, 
I Soph: a who had totter'd along with 
much Ditkcuity, funk down in a Chair; but by 
the Aſſiſtance of Hartthorn and Water, ſhe was 
prevented from fainting awey, and had pretty 
well recovered her Spirits, when the Surgeon, 
who was ſent for to Jones, appeared, Mr. 22 
tern, who imputed theſe Symptoms in his Daugh- 
ter to her Fall, adviſed her to be preſently blood- 
ed by way of Prevention. In this Opinion he 
was ſeconded by the Surgeon, who gave ſo many 
Reaſons for bleeding, and quoted ſo many Caſes 


The Enc! ifp Reader will not find this in the Pcem: For 
the Sentiment is entirely left out in the Tranſlation, 


ak © L | where 
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where Perſons had miſcarried for want of it, that 


the Squire became very importunate, and indeed 


inſiſted peremptorily that his Daughter ſhould be 


blooded. 
Sophia ſoon yielded to the Commands of her 


Father, though entirely contrary to her own In- 


clinations: For ſhe ſuſpected, I believe, leſs Dan- 


ger from the Fright, — either the Squire or 
the Surgeon. She then ſtretched out her beauti- 
ful Arm, and the Operator began to prepare for 
his Work, 

While the Servants were buſied in providing 
Materials, the Surgeon, who imputed the Back- 
wardneſs which had appeared in Sophia, to her 
Fears, began to comfort her with Aſſurances that 
there was not the leaſt Danger ; for no Accident, 
he ſaid, could ever happen in Bleeding, but from 
the monſtrous Ignorance of Pretenders to Sur- 
gery, which he pretty plainly inſinuated was not 
at preſent to be apprehended, Sophia declared 
ſhe was not under the leaſt B e ; add- 
ing, if you open an Artery, I promite you III 
forgive you. Will you?” cries Heilern. D—n 
c me, if I will; if he does thee the leaſt Mil- 
chief, dn me, if I don't ha' the Heart's 
Blood o'un out.” The Surgeon aſſented to 
bleed her upon theſe Conditions, and then pro- 
cecded to his Operation, which he performed 
with as much Dexterity as he had promiſed, and 
with as much Quickneſs : For he took but little 
Blood from her, faying, it was much ſafer to 
bleed again and again, than to take away too 
much at once. 

S:p/ia, when her Arm was s bound up, retired : 
For ſhe was not willing (nor was it, perhaps, 
ſtrictly decent) to be preſent at the Operation on 


Jones . 
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ones, Indeed one Objection which ſhe had to 

leeding, (tho' ſhe did not make it) was the De- 
lay which it would occaſion to dreſſing the broken 
Bone, For /Y:/ftern, when Sophia was concern- 
ed, had no Conſideration, but for her; and as 
for Jones himſelf, he * ſat like Patience on 2 
Monument ſmiling at Grief.“ To ſay the 
Truth, when he faw the Blood ſpringing from 
the lovely Arm of Sephia, he ſcarce thought of 
what had happened to himſelf. | 

The Surgeon now ordered his Patient to be 
ſtript to his Shirt, and then entirely baring the 
Arm, he began to ſtretch and examine it, in 
ſuch a Manner, that the Tortures he put him to 
cauſed ones to make ſeveral wry Faces; which 
the Surgeon obſerving, greatly wondered at, cry- 
ing, What is the Matter, Sir? I am ſure it is 
* impoſſible I ſhould hurt you.“ And then hold- 
ing forth the broken Arm, he began a long and 
very learned Lecture of Anatomy, in which ſim- 
ple and double Fractures were moſt accurately 
conſidered ; and the ſeveral Ways in which June 
might have broken his Arm, were diſcuſjed, with 
proper Annotations, ſhewing how many of theſe 
would have been better, and how many worſe 
than the preſent Caſe, | 

Having at length finiſhed his laboured Ha- 
rangue, with which the Audience, tho' it had 
greatly raiſed their Attention and Admiration, 
were not much edified, as they really unde:ſtood 
not a ſingle Syllable of all he had ſaid, he pro- 
ceeded to Buſineſs, which he was more expediti- 
ous in finiſhing, than he had been in beginning. 
 Fones was then ordered into a Bed, which Mr. 
I/e/tern compelled him to accept at his own 

L. 2 Houle, 
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Houſe, and Sentence of Water-Gruel was paſſed 
upon him. 

Among the good Company which had attend- 
ed in the Hall during the Bone-ſetting, Mrs, 
Honour was one; who being ſummoned to her 
Miſtreſs as ſoon as it was over, and aſked by her 
how the young Gentleman did, preſently launch- 
ed into extravagant Praiſes on the Magnimit), as 
the called it, of his Behaviour, which, ſhe ſaid, 
Vas ſo charming in ſo pretty a Creature.“ She 
then burſt forth into much warmer Encomiums 
on the Beauty of his Perſon; enumerating man 
Particulars, and ending with the Whiteneſs of 
his Skin. | 

This Diſcourſe had an Effect on Sophia's Coun- 
tenance, which would not perhaps have eſcaped 
the Obſervance of the ſagacious Waiting-woman, 
had ſhe once looked ber Miſtreſs in the Face, 
all the Time ſhe was ſpeaking; but as a Look- 
ing-glaſs, which was moſt commodiouſly placed 
oppoſite to her, gave her an Opportunity of ſur- 
veying thoſe Features, in which of all others, 
ſhe took moſt Delight ; ſo ſhe had not once re- 
moved her Eyes from that amiable Object during 
her whole Speech, 

Mrs. Hinour was fo entirely wrapped up in 
the Subject on which ſhe exerciſed her Tongue, 
and the Object before her Eyes, that ſhe gave 
her Miſtreſs Time to conquer her Confuſion ; 
vhich having done, ſhe ſmiled on her Maid, and 
told hi, She was ceitainly in Love with this 
© young Fellow.” I in Love, Madam!“ an- 
ſwers ſhe, upon my Word, Ma'am, I aflure 
you, Ma'am, upon my Soul, Mam, I am 
© not.” * Why it you was? cries her Miſtreſs, 
I ſee no Reaſon that you ſhould be aſhamed of 
| „ 
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it; for he is certainly a pretty Fellow. —“ Yes, 
< Ma'am,' anſwered the other, © that he is, the 
< molt handſomeſt Man I ever ſaw in my Life. 
< Yes to be ſure, that he is, and, as your Lady- 
* ſhip ſays, I don't know why I ſhould be a- 
« ihamed of loving him, though he is my Betters. 
To be ſure, gentle Folks are but Fleſh and 
6 Blood no more than us Servants, Beſides, as 
for Mr, Jones, thof Squire A!worthy hath made q 
Gentleman of him, he was not ſo good as my- 
« felf by Birth: For thof I am a poor Body, I 
am an honeſt Perſon's Child, and my Father 
© and Mother were married, which is more than 
« ſome People can ſay, as high as they hold their 
Heads. Marry come up! I aſſure you, my 
« dirty Couſin! thof his Skin be ſo white, and 
to be ſure, 1t is the moſt whiteſt that ever was 
« ſcen, I am a Chriſtian as well as he, and no- 
* body can ſay that I am baſe-born ; my Grand- 
father was a Clergyman “* and would have 
© been very angry, 1 believe, to have thought 
© any of bis Family ſhould have taken up with 
« Afolly Seagrim's dirty Le:vings.? 

Perhaps Sophza might have ſuffered her Maid 
to run on in this Manner, from wanting ſufficient 
Spirits to ſtop her Tongue, which the Reader 
may probably conjecture was no very ealy Taſk : 
For, certainly there were ſome Pailages in her 
Speech, which were far from being agreeable to 
the Lady. However, ſhe now checked the For- 
rent, as there ſeemed no End of its Flowing. 


* This is the ſecond Perſon of low Condition whom we have 
recorded in this iJitory, to have ſprung from the Clergy, It is to 
be hoped-ſuch Inſtances will, in future Ages, when ſome Proviſion 
is made for the Families af the inferior Clergy, appear ſtranger 
than they can be thought at preſent, 
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I wonder,” ſays ſhe, at your Aſſurance in 
* daring to talk thus of one of my Father's 
Friends. As to the Wench, ] order you never 
< to mention her Name to me. And, with Re- 
* gard to the young Gentleman's Birth, thoſe 
© who can ſay nothing more to his Diſadvantage, 
© may as well be ſilent on that Head, as I delire 
© you will be for the future.” | 

© I am ſorry, I have offended your Ladyſhip, 
anſwered Mrs. Hz:nour, ] am ſure I hate Molly 
* Seagrim as much as your Ladyſhip can, and as 
for abuſing Squire Jones, I can call all the Ser- 
< vants in the Houſe to witneſs, that whenever 
any Talk hath been about Baſtards, I have al- 
ways taken his Part: For which of you, ſays 
T to the Footmen, would not be a Baſtard, if 
he could, to be made a Gentleman of? And, 
ſays I, I am ſure he is a very fine Gentleman 
and he hath one of the whiteſt Hands in the 
World: For to be ſure ſo he hath; and, ſays 
I, one of the ſweeteſt temperedeſt, beſt- na- 
turedeſt Men in the World he is; and, ſays I, 
all the Servants and Neighbours all round the 
Country loves him. And, to be ſure, I could 
tell your Ladyſhip ſomething, but that I am 
afraid it would offend you,'—* What could 
you tell me, Honour? ſays Sophia. Nay, 
Ma'am, to be ſure he meant nothing by it; 
therefore I would not have your Ladyſhip be 
< offended,'—< Prithee tel] me, ſays Sophia,. — 
© I will know it this Inſtant” Why, Ma'am,” 
anſwered Mrs. Honour, he came into the Room, 
one Day laſt Week when I was at Work, and 
© there lay your Ladyſhip's Muff on a Chair, 
and to be ſure he put his Hands into it, that 


very Muff your Ladyſhip gave me but yeſter- 


* day, 
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day. La, ſays I, Mr. Jones, you will ſtretch 
my Lady's Muff and ſpoil it; but he til] kept 
his Hands in it, and then he kiſſed it---to be 
ſure, I hardly ever ſaw ſuch a Kiſs in my Lite 
as he gave it.“ I ſuppoſe he did not know 
it was mine,” replied Sephia. Your Lady- 


ſhip ſhall hear, Ma am. He kiſſed it again and 


again, and ſaid it was the prettieſt Muff in 
the World. La! Sir, fays I, you have ſeen 
it a hundred Times.---Yes, Mrs. Honour, 
cry'd he, but who can ſee any thing beautiful 
in the Preſence of your Lady but herſelf? Nay, 
that's not all neither; but I hope your Lady- 
ſhip won't be offended, for to be ſure he meant 
nothing: One Day as your Ladyſhip was play- 
ing on the Harpſichord to my Maſter, Mr. ones 
was ſitting in the next Room, and methought 
he looked melancholy. La! ſays I, Mr. 

ones, what's the Matter? A Penny for your 

houghts, ſays I. Why Hufly, fays he, ſtart- 


ing up from a Dream, what can I be think- 


ing of, when that Angel your Miſtreſs is play- 
ing? And then ſqueezing me by the Hand--- 
Oh! Mrs. Flnour, ſays he, how happy 
will that Man be !--and then he ſighed 3 upon 
my Iroth, his Breath is as ſweet as a Nofe- 
gay---but to be ſure he meant no Harm by it. 
50 I hope your Ladyſhip will not mention a 
Word: For he gave me a Crown never to 
mention it, and made me ſwear upon a Book; 
but I believe, indeed, it was not the Bible.” 


Till ſomething of a more beautiful Red than 


Vermilion be found out, I ihall ſay nothing of 
Sophia's Colour on this Occaſion. FHo--nour,” 
ſays ſhe, * T---if you will not mention this an 


G 


more to meg---nor to any body elſe, I will not 
| L 4 | « betray 
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* betray you---I mean I will not be angry; but 
* am afraid of your Tongue. Why, my Girl, 
* will you give it ſuch Liberties?” * Nay, Ma'am,” 
anſwered ſhe, * to be ſure, I would ſooner cut 
* out my Tongue than offend your Ladyſhip--- 
© to be ſure, 1 ſhall never mention a Word that 


your Ladyſhip will not have me.” by, 
I would not have you mention this any more, 
ſaid Sophia, © for it may come to my Father's Ears, 
and he would be angry with Mr. Jones, tho' 
< I really believe, as you ſay, he meant nothing. 
I ſhould be very angry myſelf if I imagined'— 
< Nay, Ma'am,' ſays Honour, « I] proteſt J be- 
* lieve he meant nothing. 1 thought he talked 
© as if he was out of his Senſes ; nay, he ſaid he 
© believed he was beſide himſelf when he had 
© ſpoken the Words. Ay, Sir, ſays J, I be- 
© lieve ſo too. Yes, ſays he, J4{T7:nour, — but 
G el aſk your Ladyſhip's Pardon; I could tear my 
Tongus cut for offending you.“ 0 on, 
lays Sei da, you may mention any thing you 
have not told me before.“ Yes, Honour, ſays 
he, (this was fome Time afterwards when he gave 
me the Crown) I am neither ſuch a Coxcomb, 
or ſuch a Villain as to think of her, in any 
other Delight, but as my Goddels ; 2s ſuch [ 
will always worihip and adore her while I have 
Breath, This was all, ! GM, i will be {worn, 
to *the beſt of my Remembrance: I wis ina 
Paſtion with him mySc-lf, til 1 found he meant 
no Harm.“ : 


TTT 


AN 


Indeed, Heu, 8 Sophia . 
I believe you have a al Afleclion for me; I 
was provoked. the other Day when 1 gave vou 
Warning; but if you hate a Defire to ita L 
with me, you ſhall.“ Io be fure, Ma'am,” 
anſwered Mrs. Heucur, I ſhall never a. fr to 
* part 
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part with your Ladyſhip. To be ſure, I al- 
© moſt cried my Eyes out when you gave me 
« Warning, It would be very ungrateful in me, 
to deſire to leave your Ladyſhip; becauſe as 
* why, I ſhould never get ſo good a Place again. 
I am ſure I would live and die with your Lady- 
* ſhip—for, as poor Mr, Jones ſaid, happy is the 
Man 

Here the Dinner- bell interrupted a Coverſa— 
tion Which had wrought ſuch an Effect on Sophia, 
that ſhe was, perhaps, more obliged to her bleed- 
ing in the Morning, than ſhe, at the "Time, had 
apprehended the ſhould be. As to the preſent 
Situation of her Mind, I ſhall adhere to a Rule 
of Horace, by not attempting to deſcribe it from 
Deſpair of Succeſs, Moſt of my Readers will 
ſuggeſt it eaſily to themſelves; and the few who 
cannot, would not underſtand the Picture, or at 
leaſt would deny it to be natural, if ever fo well 
drawn, | | 


[ 226 ] 


OF A 


bo 0 > TEE ARPPLEY — — — 
1 
| 


| FOUNDLING. 


— A 


BOOK V. 


| Containing a Portion of Time, ſomewhat 
| longer than Half a Year. 


CHAP. 1 


Of nE SERIOUS in Writing ; and for what 
Purpoſe it 1s introduced, k 


prodigious Work which will give the Rea- 

der leſs Pleaſure in the peruſing, than thoſe 
which have given the Author the greateſt Pains 
in compoſing. Among theſe, probably, may be 
reckoned thoſe initial Eſſays which we have pre- 
fixed to the hiſtorical Matter contained in every 
Book; and which we have determined to be eſ- 
ſentially neceſlary to this Kind of Writing, of 
which we have ſet ourſelves at the Head, 


Pen there may be no Parts in this 


For 
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For this our Determination we do not hold 
ourſelves ſtrictly bound to aſſign any Reaſon; it 
being abundantly ſufficient that we have laid it 
down as a Rule neceflary to be obſerved in all 
proſai comi-epic Writing. Who ever demanded 
the Reaſons of that nice Unity of Time or Place 
which is now eſtabliſhed to be ſo eſſential to dra- 
matic Poetry! What Critic hath been ever 
aſked, Why a Play may not contain two Days 
as well as one? Or why the Audience (provided 
they travel, like Electors, without any Expence) 
may not be wafted Fifty Miles as well as Five? 
Haith any Commentator well accounted for the 
Limitation which an antient Crivic hath ſet to the 
Drama, which he will have contain neither more 
nor leſs than five Acts? Or hath any one living 


attempted to explain, what the modern Judges 


of our Theatres mean by that Word /aw; by 
which they have happily fucceeded in baniſhing 
all Humour from the Stage, and have made the 


Theatre as dull as a Drawing-room ? Upon all 
theſe Occaſions, the World ſeems to have em- 


braced a Maxim of our Law, viz. Cuicunque in 
Arte ſua perito credendum g. For it ſeems, per- 
haps, difficult to conceive that any one ſhould 


have had enough. of Impudence, to lay down. 
dogmatical Rules in any Art or Science without: 
the leait Foundation. In ſuch Caſes, therefore, 
we are apt to canclude, there are found and gocd: 
Reaſons at the Bottom, though we are. unfortu- 


nately not able to ſee fo far. 


Now, in reality, the World have paid too 


great a Compliment: to Critics, and have imagi- 


ned them Men of much greater Profundity than. 


they really are. From this Complaiſance, the 
Critics have been emboldened to aſſume a Dicta- 
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torial Power, and have ſo far ſucceeded, that 
they are now become the Maſters, and have the 
Aſſurance to give Laws to thoſe Authors, from 
whoſe Predeceſſors they originally received them. 

'The Critic, rightly confidered, is no more than 
the Clerk, whoſe Office it is to tranſcribe the 
Rules and Laws laid down by thoſe great Judges, 
whole vaſt Strength of Genius hath placed them 
in the Light of Legiſlators, in the ſeveral Sciences 
over which they preſided, This Office was all 
which the Critics of old aſpired to, nor did they 
ever dare to advance a Sentence, without ſupport- 
ing it by the Authority of the Judge from whence 
it was borrowed, 

But in Proceſs of Time, and in Ages of Ieno- 
rance, the Clerk began to invade the Power, and 
aſſume the Dignity of his Maſter. The Laws 
of Writing were no longer founded on the Prac- 
tice of the Author, but on the Dictates of the 
Critic, The Clerk became the Legiſlator, and 
thoſe very peremptorily gave Laws, whoſe Buſi- 


neſs it was, at firſt only to tranſcribe them. 


Hence aroſe an obvious, and, perhaps, an una- 
voidable Error: For theſe Critics being Men of 
ſhallow Capacities, very eaſily miſtook mere Form 
for Subſtance. They acted as a Judge would, 
who ſhould achere to the lifeleſs Letter of 
Law, and reject the Spirit. Little Circumſtances 
which were, perhaps, accidental in a great Au- 
thor, were, by theſe Critics, conſidered to con- 
ſtitute his chief Merit, and tranſmitted as Eſſen- 
tials to be obſerved by all his Succeſlors. Jo 
theſe Encroachments, Time and Ignorance, the 
two great Supporters of Impoſture, gave Authori- 


ty; and thus, many Rules for good Writing have 


deen eſtabliſhed, which have not the leaſt Foun = 
dation 
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dation in Truth or Nature; and which common- 
ly ſerve for no other Purpoſe than to curb and 
reſtrain Genius, in the ſame Manner, as it would 
have reſtrained the Dancing-maſter, had the ma- 
ny excellent Treatiſes on that Art laid it down 
as an eflential Rule, that evewy Man muſt dance 
in Chains, 

To avoid, therefore, all Imputatien of laying 
down a Rule for Foſterity, founded only on the 
Authority of 1þje dixit; ior which, to ſay the 
Truth, we have not the profoundeſt Veneration ; 
we ſhall here wave the Privilege above contended 
for, and proceed to lay before the. Reader the 
Reaſons which have induced us to interſperſe 
theſe ſeveral digreſſive Ellays, in the Courſe of 
this Work. 

And here we ſhall of Neceſſity be led to open 
a new Vein of Knowledge, which, if it hath 
been. diſcovered, hath not, to our Remembrance, 
been wrought on by any antient or modern Wri- 
ter. This Vein 1s no other than that of Con- 
traſt, which runs through all the Works of the 
Creation, and may, probably, have a large Share 
in conſtituting in us the Idea of all Beauty, as 
well natural as artificial: For what demonſtrates 
the Beauty and Excellence of any thing, but its 
Reverſe? Thus the Beauty of Day, and that of 
Summer, is ſet off by the Horrors of Night and 
Winter. And, I believe, if it was poſhble for 
a Man to have fan only the two former, he would 
have a very imperfect Idea of their Beauty. 

But to avoid too ferious an Air: Can it be 
doubted, but that the fineſt Woman in the World 
would loſe all Benefit of her Charms, in the Eye 
of a Man who had never ſcen one of another 
Caſt? The Ladies themielves ſeem fo ſe.:tivle of 
2 h 
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this, that they are all induſtrious to procure Foils; 
nay, they will become Foils to themſelves: For 
I have obſerved, (at Bath particularly) that they 
endeavour to appear as ugly as poſlible in the 
Morning, in order to ſet. off that Beauty which 
they intend to ſhew you in the Evening. 

Moſt Artiſts have this Secret in Practice, tho? 
ſome, perhaps, have not much ſtudied the Theo- 
ry. The Jeweller knows that the fineſt Brilliant 
requires a Foil ; and the Painter, by the Contraſt 
of his Figures, often acquires great Applauſe. 


A. great Genius among us will illuſtrate this 


Matter fully, I cannot, indeed, range him un- 
der any general Head of common Artiſts, as he 
hath a Title to be placed among thoſe 

Inventas qui vi tam excoluere per Artes. 


Who by invented Arts have Life improv'd. 


I mean here the Inventor of that moſt exqui- 


fite Entertainment, called the Eng/ifh Pan- 
tomime. 


This Entertainment conſiſted of two Parts, 
which the Inventor diſtinguiſhed by the Names 


of the Serious and the Comic. The Serious exhi- 
bited a certain Number of Heathen Gods and 


Heroes, who were certainly the worſt and dulleſt 


Company into which an Audience was ever in- 
troduced ; and (which was a Secret known to 


few) were actually intended ſo to be, in order to 
contraſt the Comic Part of the Entertainment, 


and to diſplay the Tricks of Harlequin to the 
better Advantage, 


This was, perhaps, no very civil Uſe of ſuch. 


Perſonages; but the Contrivance was, neverthe- 


leſs, : 
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leſs, ingenious enough, and had its Effect. And 
this will now plainly appear, if inſtead of Serious 
and Comic, we ſupply the Words Duller and Dul- 
44%; for the Comic was certainly duller than any 
thing before ſhewn on the Stage, and could onl 
be ſet off by that ſuperlative Degree of Dulneſs, 
which compoſed the Serious. So intolerably ſe- 
rious, indeed, were theſe Gods and Heroes, that 
Harlequin (though the Engliſb Gentleman of that 
Name 1s not at all related to the French Family, 
for he is of a much more ſerious Diſpoſition), was 
always welcome on the Stage, as he relieved the 
Audience from worſe Company. 

Judicious Writers have always practiſed this 
Art of Contraſt, with great Succeſs. I have been 
ſurprized that Horace ſhould cavil at this Art in 
Homer; but indeed he contradicts himſelf in the 
very next Line. 


Indignor quandoguie bonus dormitat Homerus, 
Verum Operi longo fas eft obripere Sammum. 


I grieve if cer great Homer chance to ſleep, 
Yet Slumbers on long Works have right to creep.. 


For we are not here to underſtand, as, perhaps, 
ſome have, that an Author actually falls aſleep 
while he is writing. It is true that Readers are 
too apt to be ſo overtaken ; but if the Work was. 
as long as any of Oldmxon, the Author himſelf is 
too well entertained to be ſubject to the leaſt. 
Drowſineſs. He is, as Mr, Pope obſerves, 


Sleepleſs himſelf, io give his Readers Sleep. 


To 
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To ſay the Truth, theſe ſoporiſie Parts are fo 


many Scenes of S:r70u5 artfuily interwoven, in or- 


der to contraſt and ſet off the reſt; and this is the 
true Meaning of a late facetious Writer, who told 
the Public, that whenever he was dull, they might 
be aſſured there was a Deſign in it, 

In this Light then, or rather in this Darkneſs, 
I would have the Reader to conſider theſe initial 
Eſſays. And after this Warning, if he ſhall be 
of Opinion, that he can find enough of Serious in 
other Parts of this Hiſtory, he may paſs over 
theſe, in which we profeſs to be laboriouſly dul, 
and begin the following Books, at the ſec ond 
Chapter. 


CHAP. Ik 
In which Mr. Jones receives many friendly V. ” ts 


during his Confnement ; with ſome fine Touches 
of the Paſſion of Love, ſcarce viſible to the naked 
Tye. 


TH JONES had many Viſitors during 

his Confinement, though ſome, perhaps, were 
not very agreeable to en Mr. Ailworthy ſaw 
bim almoſt every Day; but though he pitted 
Tom's Sufferings, and greatly approved the gailant 
Behaviour which had occaſioned them, yet he 
thought this a favourable Opportunity to bring 
him to a ſober Senſe of his indiſereet Conduct; and 
that wholeſome Advice {ur that Purpoſe, could ne- 
ver be applicd at a more proper Seaſon than at the 
preſent; wien the Mind was ſoftened by Pain and 
Sickneſs, and alarmed by Danger; and when its 
Attention was unembarräſſed with thoſe turbulent 


— 


— 


Paſſions, 
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Paſſions, which engage us in the Purſuit of Plea- 
ſure. 

At all Scafons, therefore, when the good Man 
was alone with the Youth, eſpecially when the 
latter was totally at Eaſe, 1 took Occalion to 
remind him of his former Miſcarriages, but in 
the mildeſt and tendereſt Manner, and only in 
order to introduce the Caution, which he pre— 
ſcribed for his future Behaviour; „on which a- 
* lone,” he aſſured him, would depend his own 
Felicity, and the Kindneſs which he might yct 
promiſe himfelf to receive at the Hands of his 
Father by Adoption, unleſs he ſhould hereafter 
forfeit his good Opinion: For as to what had 
paſt,” he ſaid, © it ſhould be all forgiven and 
1 He, therefore, adviſed him to make 

a good Uſe of this Accident, that ſo 1n the 
End it might prove a Viſitation for his own 
Good,” 

Thwackum was likewiſe pretty aſſiduous in his 
Viſits; and he too confidered a Sick-bed to be a 

convenient Scene for Lectures. His Stile, hows 
ever, was more ſevere than Mr, Aliꝛvorthy's: He 
told his Pupil, © that he ought to look on his 
broken Limb as a Judgment from Heaven on 
© his Sins; that it would become him to be 
daily on his Knees, pouring forth Thankſgivings 
that he had broken his Arm only, and not his 
5 
C 
& 
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Neck; which latter, he ſaid, was very pro- 
bably reſerved for ſome future Occaſion, and 


that, perhaps, not very remote. For his Part,“ 


he cad, he had often wondered ſome Judgment 
* had not overtaken him before; but it might be 
perceived by this, that Divine Puniſhments, 
though ſlow, are always ſure. TY likewiſe 
he adviſed him, © to foreſee, with equal Certain- 

0 ty, 


234 The His TORY of Book V. 


* ty, the greater Evils which were yet behind, 
© and which were as ſure as this, of overtaking 
him in his State of Reprobacy. Theſe are, 
ſaid he, to be averted only by ſuch a thorough 
and ſincere Repentance, as is not to be expect- 
ed or hoped for, from one ſo abandoned in his 
Youth, and whoſe Mind, I am afraid, is to- 
tally corrupted. It is my Duty, however, to 
exhort you to this Repentance, though I too 
well know all Exhortations will be vain and 
fruitleſs, But /tberavi Animam meam, I can 
accule my own Conſcience of no Neglect; tho? 
it is, at the ſame Time, with the utmoſt Con- 
cern, I ſee you travelling on to certain Miſery 
in this World, and to as certain Damnation in 
the next.” LE 
Square talked in a very different Strain: he ſaid, 
ſuch Accidents as a broken Bone, were below 
the Conſideration of a wiſe Man; that it 
was abundantly ſufficient to reconcile the Mind 
to any of theſe Miſchances, to refle& that they 
are liable to befa}l the wiſeſt of Mankind, and 
are undoubtedly for the Good of the W hole.” 
He ſaid, © it was a mere Abuſe of Words, to 
call thoſe Things Evils, in which there was no 
moral Unfitneſs: That Pain, which was the 
worſt Conſequence of ſuch Accidents, was the 
moſt contemptible Thing in the World ;* with 
more of the like Sentences, extracted out of the 
Second Book of Tullys Tuſculan Due/tions, and 
from the great Lord Shafteſbury. In pronounc- 
ing theſe, he was one Day fo eager, that he un- 
fortunately bit his Tongue; and in ſuch a Man- 
ner, that it not only put an End to his Diſcourſe, 
but created much Emotion in him, and cauſed 
him to mutter an Oath or two: But what was 
| worſt 
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worſt of all, this Accident gave T hwackum, who 
was preſent, and who held all ſuch Doctrine to 
be heatheniſh and atheiſtical, an Opportunity to 
clap a Judgment on his Back, Now this was 
done with ſo malicious a Sneer, that it totally un- 
hinged (if I may ſo ſay) the Temper of the Phi- 
loſopher, which the Bite of his Tongue had ſome- 
what ruffled; and as he was diſabled from vent- 
ing his Wrath at his Lips, he had poſſibly found 
a more violent Method of revenging himſelf, had 
not the Surgeon, who was then Juckily in the 
Room, contrary to his own Intereſt, interpoſed, 
and preſerved the Peace, | 

Mr. Blifil viſited his Friend Jones but ſeldom, 
and never alone, This worthy young Man, how- 
ever, profeſſed much Regard for him, and as 
great Concern at his Misfortune ; but cautiouſly 
avoided any Intimacy, leſt, as he frequently hint- 
ed, it might contaminate the Sobriety of his own 
Character: For which Purpoſe, he had conſtant- 
ly in his Mouth that Proverb in which Solomon 
ſpeaks againſt evil Communication. Not that he 
was fo bitter as Thwackum for he always expreſ- 
| ſed ſome Hopes of Tom's Reformation; which,“ 
he ſaid, the unparalleled Goodneſs ſhewn by 
his Uncle on this Occaſion, muſt certainly ef- 
$ fect, in one not abſolutely abandoned :* but 
concluded, If Mr, Jones ever offends hereafter, 
I ſhall not be able to ſay a Syllable in his Fa- 
« your,” 

As to Squire Meſtern, he was ſeldom out of 
the Sick Room; unleſs when he was engaged ei- 
ther in the Field, or over his Bottle. Nay, he 
would ſometimes retire hither to take his Beer, 
and it was not without Difficulty, that he was 


prevented from forcing Jenes to take his Beer too: 
| , For 
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For no Quack ever held his Noſtrum to be 4 


more general Panacea, than he did this; which, 
he ſaid, had more Virtues in it than was in all 
the Phyſic in an Apothecary's Shop. He was, 
however, by much Entreaty, prevailed on to for- 
bear the Application of this Medicine; but from 
ſerenading his Patient every Hunting Morning 
with the Horn under his Window, it was impol- 
ſible to withhold him; nor did he ever lay aſide 
that Hallow, with which he entered into all Com- 
panies, when he viſited ue, without any Re- 
gard to the ſick Perſon's being at that Time either 
awake or aſleep. | 
This boiſterous Bchaviour, as it meant no 
Harm, fo happily it effected none, and was abun- 
dantly compenſated to F:nes, as ſoon as he was 
able to fit up, by the Company of Sephia, whom 
the Squire then brought to viſit him; nor was it, 
indeed, long before Jones was able to attend her 
to the en, where ſhe would kindly con- 
deſcend, for Hours together, to charm him with 
the moſt delicious Muſic, unleſs when the Squire 
thought proper to interrupt her, by inſiſting on 
Old Sir Simon, or ſome other of his favourite 
Pieces, | 
Notwithſtanding the niceſt Guard which So— 
hia endeavoured to ſet on her Behaviour, ſhe 
could not avoid letting ſome App-arances now 
and then ſlip forth: For Love may again be liken- 
ed to a Diſeaſe in this, that when it is denied 2 
Vent in one Part, it will certainly break out in 
another, What her Lips therefore concealed, her 
Eves, her Bluſhes, and many little involuntary 
Actions, betrayed. 
One Day when Sophia was playing on the 
Harpſichord, and Jeunes was attending, the Squire 
came 
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came into the Room, crying, There, Tom, I 
have had a Battle for thee below Stairs with 
thick ' Parſon Thwackum,-- He hath been tell— 
ing Alkvorthy, before my Face, that the broken 
Bone was a Judgment upon thee, D n it, 
ſays I, how can that be? Did not he come by 
it in Defence of a young Woman? A Judg- 
ment indeed! Pox, if he never doth any thing 
worſc, he will go to Heaven ſooner than all the 
Parſons in the Country. He hath more Reaſon 
to glory in it, than to be aſhamed of it.“ In- 
deed, Sir,” ſays Jones, © I have no Reaſon for 
either; but it it preſerved Miſs /Ze/tern, I ſhall 
always think it the happieſt Accident of my 
Lif2,'—* And to gu,” ſaid the Squire, © to zct 
Allwirthy againſt thee vor it. —D---n un, if 
the Parſon had unt had his Petticuoats on, I 
ſhould ha lent un a Flick ; for I love thee dear- 
ly, my Boy, and d—n me 1t there is any 
thing in my Power which 1 won't do for thee, 
Sha't take thy Choice of all the Horſcs in my 
Stable to-morrow Morning, except only the 
Chevalier and Miſs Slouch.” Tones thanked 
:im, but declined” accepting the Offer. —“ Nay,” 
dded the Squire, © that ha the ſorrel Mare that 
Soply rode. She coſt me fifty Guineas, and 
comes fix Years old this Grass.“ If ſhe had 
colt me a thouſand,” cries Jones paſſionately, 
] would have given her to the Dogs.“ Pooh! 
pooh!“ anſwered J/72/tcrn, * What becauſe ſhe 
broke thy Arm? Snouldit forget and forgive. 
I thought hadit been more a Man than to bear 
Malice againſt a dumb Creature.'---Here So- 
phia interpoſed, and put an End to the Conver- 
ſation, by deſiring her Father's Leave to play to 
him; a Requeſt which he never refuſed, 
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The Countenance of Sophia had undergone more 
than one Change during the foregoing Speeches; 
and probably ſhe imputed the paſſionate Reſent- 
ment, which Jones had expreſſed againſt the Mare, 
to a different Motive from that from which her 
Father had derived it, Her Spirits were at this 
Time in a viſible Flutter ; and ſhe played ſo in- 
tolerably ill, that had not /Ye/tera ſoon fallen 
aſleep, he muſt have remarked it. Jenes, how- 
ever, who was ſufficiently awake, and was not 
without an Ear, any more than without Eyes, 
made ſome Obſervations; which being joined to 
all which the Reader may remember to have paſ- 
ſed formerly, gave him pretty ſtrong Aſſurances, 
when he came to reflect on the Whole, that all 
was not well in the tender Boſom of Sophia. An 
Opinion which many young Gentlemen, will, I 
doubt not, extremely wonder at his not having 
been well confirmed in long ago. To confeſs the 
Truth, he had rather too much Diffidence in 
himſelf, and was not forward enough in ſeeing 
the Advances of a young Lady; a Misfortune 
which can only be cured by that early Town- 
Education, which is at preſent ſo generally in 
Faſhion, 

When theſe Thoughts had fully taken Poſſeſ- 


ſion of Jones, they occaſioned a Perturbation in 


his Mind, which, in a Conſtitution leſs pure and 


firm than his, might have been, at ſuch a Sea- 
ſon, attended with very dangerous Conſequences. 
He was truly ſenſible of the great Worth of So- 


phia. He extremely liked her Perſon, no leſs 


admired her Accompliſhments, and tenderly loved 
her Goodneſs, In reality, as he had never once 
entertained any Thought of poſſeſſing her, nor 


had ever given the leaſt voluntary — to 
9 is 
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his Inclinations, he had a much ſtronger Paſſion 
for her than he himſelf was acquainted with. His 
Heart now brought forth the full Secret, at the 
ſame Time that it aſſured him the adorable Ob- 
ject returned his Affection. 


CHAP. III. 


IFhich all who have n» Heart, will think to con- 
tain much ado about nothing. 


HE Reader will perhaps imagine, the Sen- 
ſations which now aroſe in ones, to have 
been ſo ſweet and delicious, that they would ra- 
ther tend to produce a chearful Serenity in the 
Mind, than any of thoſe dangerous Effects which 
we have mentioned ; but in Fact, Senſations of 
this Kind, however delicious, are, at their firſt 
Recognition, of a very tumultuous Nature, and 
have very little of the Opiate in them. They 
were, moreover, in the preſent Caſe, embittered 
with certain Circumitances, which being mixed 
with ſweeter Ingredients, tended altogether to 
compoſe a Draught that might be termed 6:tter- 
ſweet ; than which, as nothing can be more diſ- 
agreeable to the Palate, ſo nothing, in the meta- 
horical Senſe, can be ſo injurious to the Mind. 

For firſt, though he had ſufficient Foundation 
to flatter himſelf on what he had obſerved in So- 
phia, he was not yet free from Doubt of miſcon- 
ſtruing Compaſlion, or, at beſt, Eſteem, into a 
warmer Regard. He was far from a ſanguine 
Aſſurance that Sophia had any ſuch Affection to- 
wards him, as might promiſe his Inclinations that 
Harveſt, which, if they were encouraged and 


nurſed, they would finally grow up to require, 
Beſides, 
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Beſides, if he could hope to find no Bar to his 
Happineſs from the Daughter, he thought him- 
ſelf certain of meeting an effectual Bar in the 
Father; who, though he was a Country-Squire 
in his Diverſions, was perfectly a Man of the 
World in whatever regarded his Fortune; had 
the moſt violent Affection for his only Daugh- 
ter, and had often ſignified, in his Cups, the 
Pleaſure he propoſed in ſeeing her married to one 
of the richeſt Men in the County. ones was 
not ſo vain and ſenſeleſs a Coxcomb as to expect, 
from any Regard which ern had profeſſed for 
him, that he would ever be induced to Jay aſide 
theſe Views of advancing his Daughter, He well 
knew, that Fortune is generally the principal, if 
not the ſole Conſideration, which operates on the 
beſt of Parents in theſe Matters: For Friendſhip 
make us warmly eſpouſe the Intereſt of others, 
but is very cold to the Gratification of their 
Paſſions. Indeed, to feel the Happineſs which 
may reſult from this, it is neceflary we ſhould poſ- 
ſeſs the Paſſion ourſelves. As he had therefore 
no Hopes of obtaining her Father's Conſent, ſo he 


thought to endeavour to ſucceed without it; and 


by ſuch Means to fruſtrate the great Point of Mr. 
Weſtern's Life, was to make a very ill Uſe of his 
Hoſpitality, and a very ungrateful Return to the 
many little Favours received (however roughly) 
at his Hands. If he ſaw ſuch a Conſequence 
with Horror and Diſdain, how much more was 
he ſhocked with what regarded Mr. Aluborthy! 
to whom, as he had more than filial Obligations, 
ſo had he for him more than filial Piety. He 
knew the Nature of that good Man to be fo a- 
verſe to any Baſeneſs or Treachery, that the leaſt 


Attempt of ſuch a Kind would make the guilty 
Perſon | 
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Per on for ever odious to his Eyes, and the Name 
of that Perſon a deteſtable Sound! 11 his Ears, The 
Appcarance of ſuch vniurmountable Diiteulties 
was ſufficient to have inſpired him with De- 
ſoair, however ardent his Wiſhes had been; bur 
cven theie were controlled by Compaſlion for 
2nother Woman. The Idea of lovely Molly now 
intruded itſelf before him. ile had ſworn eternal 
Conſtancy in her Arms, and ſhe had as often 
vowed never to outlive his deſerting her. He now 
ſaw her in all the moſt ſhocking Poiturcs of Death; 
nay, he. conſidered all the Miſeries of Proſtitution 
to which fre wouid be liable, and of which he 
vw Would be doubly the Occaſion; hy t by ſeducing, 
ind then hy deſert] ing her: for he well knew he 
11 latred which all ha: Wcighbours, and even her 
oven Siſters, hore her, and how ready they would 
all be to tear her to Pieces, Indeed he had ex- 
poled her to more Envy than Shame, or rather 
to the Jatter by Means of the former: For many 
Women abuſed her for being a Vihore, while 
they envied her her Lover and her Finery, and 
would have been themſelves glad to have pur- 
chaſed theſe at the fame Rate. The Ruin, there- 
fore, of the poor Girl muſt, he foreſaw, una- 
voidably attend his deſerting her; and this 1 Holt 
tung him to the Soul. Poverty and Diltret; 
ſcemed to him to give none a Right of a 2972 arat- 
ing thoſe Misfortunes. The Meanneſs of her Con- 
dition did not repreſent her Miſery as of oy 
Conſequence in his Eyes, nor did it appear fo 
juſtify, or even to palliate, his Guilt, in bring- 
ing that Miſery upon her. But why do I men- 
tion Juſtihcation ? His own Heart would not ſuf- 
fer him to deſtroy a human Creature, wh, he 
thought, loved him, and had to that Love facri- 
. ficed 
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ficed her Innocence. His own good Heart pleaded 
her Cauſe; not as a cold venal Advocate; but 
25 one. intereſted in the Event, and which mult 
itſelf deeply ſhare in all the Agonies its Owner 
brought on another. 

When this cunning Advocate had ſufficiently 
raiſed the Pity of Tones, by painting; poor Mol 
in all the Circumſtances of Wretchednels; it 
artfully called in tie Aſſiſtance of another P Aon, 
and repreſented the Girl in all the amiable Co— 
lours of Youth, Health, and Beauty; as one 
greatly the Object of Deſire, and much che more 
ſo, at leaſt to a good Mind, from being, at the 
ſame Time, the Ot ject of Compaſſion. 

Amidſt theſe Thoughts, poor Jones paſſed a 
long ſleepleſs Night, and in the Mor rning the Re- 
ſult of the whole was to abide by Moly, and to 
think no more of Sophia. 

In this virtuous Reſolution he continued all the 
next Day till the Evening, cheriſhing the Idea 
of Molly, and driving Sephia from his 1 houghts; 
but in the fatal Evening, a very trifling Accident 
ſet all his Paſſions again on float, and worked ſo 
total a Change in his Mind, that we think it de- 
cent to communicate it in a treih Chapter. 


CHAT. 3 
A little Chapter, in which is contained a little In- 
cideut. 


8 other Viſitants, who paid their 
Compliments to the young Gentleman in 

his Continement, Mrs. Houour was one. The 
Reader, perhaps, when he reflects on ſome Ex- 
preſſions which have formeily dropt from her, 
may 
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may conceive that ſhe herſelf had a very parti- 
cular Affection for Mr. Jaues; but, in reality, 
it was no ſuch Thing. Tom was a handſome 
young Fellow; and for that Species of Men 
Mrs. Honour had ſome Regard; but this was 
perfectly indiſcriminate: For having been eroſſed 
in the Love which ſhe bore a certain Nobleman's 


Footman, who had baſely deferted her after a 


Promiſe of Marriage, ſhe had ſo ſecurely kept 
together the broken Remains of her Heart, that 
no Man had ever ſince been able to poſſeſs him- 
ſelf of any ſingle Fragment. She viewed all hand- 
ſome Men with that equal Regard and Benevo— 
hence, which a ſober and virtucus Mind bears to 
all the Good. —She might, indeed, be called a 
J.over of Men, ias Socrates was a Lover of —_—_ 
kind, preferred one to another ſor corporeal, 

he for mental Qualifications; but never 5 
ing this Preference ſo far as to cauſe any Per- 
turbation in the philoſophical Serenity of her 
Temper. 

The Day after Mr. Jones had had that Con- 
flict with himſelf, which we have ſeen in the 
preceding Chapter, Mrs. Honor came into his 
Room, and finding him alone, began in the fol— 
lowing Manner: La, Sir, where do you think 
© I have been? I warrants you, you would not 
« gueſs in fifty Years; but if you did guels, to 
© be ſure, I muſt not tell you neither.“ May, 
if it be ſomething which you muſt not tell me,” 
lays Jones, 1 ſhall have the Curioſity to en- 

„ quire, and I know you will not be ſo bar- 
barous as to refuſe me.“ I don't know,” cries 
ſhe, + why I ſhould refuſe you neither, for that 
Matter; for to be ſure you won't mention it 
* any more. And for that Matter, if you knew 

M 2 © where 
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where I had been, unleſs you knew what J 
had been about, it would not ſignify. much.“ 
Nay, I don't ſor why it ſhould be kept a Se- 
cret, for my Part; fer to be ture ſhe is the 
belt Lady in the World.” Upon this, Tones 
began to beg carneſtly to be let into this 1 
and faithſully promiſed not to divulyc it, She 
then proceeded thus: Why, you muſt know, Sir, 
my voung lady ſent me to enquire after Abel 
Seggr in , and to ſce whether the Wench wanted 
any thing: to be ſure, 1 did not care to go, 
methinks ; but Servants "muſt do what they are 
ordered, - How could you undervalue your- 
ſelf fo, Mr "Fa ones .o my Lay bid me 
go, aud carry her ſome Linnen, and other 
1 hings. She is too good, If fuch forward 
Sluts were ſent to Bridewell, it wouid be better 
ior them. J told my Lady, ſays J, Madam, 
your La'ſhip is encouraging Idle neſs - And 
Was ny Set hig 0 of? ſays Jens. — “ My 
Lopes | ofiure you, marry come up, an- 
wered [Z;nozr. * And y«t if you know all - 
Indecd, if I was as Mr. Jones, I fhould look 
2 pre higher than juch TIrumpery as Moly 
Heggrim. What do you mean by theſe 
Word . replied h, , 1 
mean what I mean,” ſays Honour. Don't 
7 u remember putting your Hands in my 
Lady's Mult once? I vow could almoſt find 
in my Heart tell, if J was certain my Lady 
would never come to the Hearing on't * 
Jaues then mide ſeveral ſolemn Pioteſtations. 
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And Hom procctded, — * Then, to be ſure, my 
Lady give ne chat Muff; and atte: wards, 


Then 


upon hen ing what you had done 


you told her What 1 had done! interrupted 
Jones. 
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Jones. If I did, Sir, aniwered mn ue 
« nced not be * with me. Many's the Man 
« would have given his Had to have had my 
Lady told, if they had known for, to be 


* 


ſure, the biggeſt Lord in the Land might be 
proud but, { proteſt, I have a great Mind 
© not to tell you.” Jones fell to Fntueatics, and 
ſoon prevailed on her to go on thus : * You mult 
© know then, Sir, that my Lady had given this 
Muff to me; but about. a Day or two after I 


* 


„ told: her th Story, Ihe quarrels with her 


« new Muft, and to be fure ic is the prettieſt 
that ever was ſeen. © /7enour,' lays ſhe, this 
e is an odious Muff; it is too big for me, 1 
« can't wear it-——till I can get another, you 
* muſt let me have my old One ay gain, and you 
% may have this in the room on't'. =— {or ſhe's a 
good Lady, and icorns to give a Thing and 
take a Thing, I promiſe you that. So to be 
ſure I fetched it her back again, and J believe, 
ſhe hath worn it upon her Arm almoſt ever 
ſince, and | warrants hath given it many a Kis 
when nobody hath ſcen her, 

lere the Converiation was interrupted. 1 Mr. 
F/ejtern himſelf, who came to ſummon Jones to 
3 Has plichord; whither the poor young Fel- 
low went all pale and trembling. This ern 
obſerved, but on ſecing Mrs. 77919, imput cd 
it to a wrong Cauſe; and having viven Joes a 
hearty Curſe between Jeſt and E he bid 
him beat abroad, and not poaci up the Game in 
his Warren, 

Sophia looked this Evening with more than 
uſual Beauty, and we may believe it was no 
ſmall Addition to her Charms, in the Eye of Mr. 

N 3 Jones, 
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Jenes, that ſhe now happened to have on her Right 
Arm this very Muff. 

She was playing one of her Father's favourite 
Tunes, and he was leaning on her Chair, when 


the Muff fell over her Fingers, and put her out. 


This fo diſconcerted the Squire, that he ſnatched 
the Muff from her, and with a hearty Curſe 
threw it into the Fire, 8% id inſtantly ſtarted 
up, and with the utmoſt Eagerneſs recovered it 
from the Flames, | | 
Though this Incident will probably appear of 
little Conſequence to many of our Readers; yet, 
trifling as it was, it had ſo violent an Effect on 
poor Janes, that we thought it our Duty to re- 
late it. In reality, there are many little Circum— 
{tances too often omitted by injudicious Hiſtori- 
ans, from which Eyents of the utmoſt Importance 


ariſe, The World may indeed be conſidered as 


a vaſt Machine, in which the great Wheels are 
originally ſet in Motion by thoſe which are very 
minute, and almoit imperceptible to any but the 
ſttongeſt Eyes. 

Thus, not all the Charms of the incomparable 
Sethia; not all the dazzling Brightneſs, and 
languiſhing Soſtneſs of her Eyes; the Harmony 
of her Voice, and of her Peron; not all her 

Vit, good Humour, Greatneſs of Mind, or 

Sweetneſs of Diſpoiition, had been ab'e ſo abſo- 
Jutcly to conquer and cnfſlave the Heart of poor 
Janes, as this little Incident of the Muff. Thus 
the Poet ſweetly ſings of Trey. | 

- Captique delis lachrymiſque condi 

Dus neque Tydides, nec Lariſſæus Achilles, 


New anni domucre dect h, non mille Carine, 


What 
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What Dramede, or Theti,” greater Son, 
A thouſand Ships, nor ten Years Siege had 


done, 
Falſe Tears, and fawning Words, the City 
won. DRYDEN, 


The Citadel of Jones was now taken by Sur- 
prize. All thoſe Conſiderations of Honour and 
Prudence, which our Hero had lately with fo 
much military Wiſdom placed as Guards over 
the Avenues of his Heart, ran away from their 
Poſts, and the God of Love marched in in Tri- 
umph. 


CHAP V. 
A very long Chapter, containing a very great Iuci- 
dent, 


BUT. though this victorious Deity eaſily ex- 

petied his avowed Enemies from the Heart 
of Jones, he found it more difficult to ſupplant 
the Garriſon which he himſelf had placed there. 
To lay aſide all Allegory, the Concern for what 
muſt become of poor "Molly, greatly diſturbed and 
perplexed the Mind of the worthy Youth. The 
ſuperior Merit of Sophia totally eclipſed, or ra- 
thor extinguiſhed all the Beauties of the poor 
Cir] ; but Compaſſion inſtead of Contempt fuc- 
ceeded to Love, He was convinced the Girl 
had placed all her Aﬀections, and all her Proſpect 
of future Happineſs in him only. For this he had, 
he knew, given ſufficient Occaſion, by the ut- 


moſt Profuſion of Penderneſs towards her; a 
M 4 Tender- 
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Tenderneſs which he had taken every Means to 
perſuade her he would always maintain, She, 
on her Side, had aſtured him of her firm ier 
in his Promiſe, and had with the moſt ſolemn 
Vows declared, that on his fulfiiling, or breaking 
theſe Promiſes, it depended, whether ſhe ſhould be 
the * or the moſt mifcrable of Womankind. 
And to be the Author of this higheſt Degree of 
itery to a human Being, was a Thought on 
*ich he could not beir to ruminate a Hingle 
Moment. He conſidered this poor Girl as baving 
ſacrihced to him every Thing in her little Power : : 
as having been at her own Exznence the Object of 
his Pleature e; as ſighing and languiſhing for kim 
even at that very Inſtant. Shall then, ſays he, m 
Recovery, for which ſhe hath ſo ardently wiſhed; 


ſhall my Preſence which ſhe hath fo eagerly ex- 
pected, inſtead of giving her that Joy with which 


ſhe hath flattered herſelf, caſt her at once down 
into Miſery and Deſpair ? Can l be ſuch a Villain? 
Here, when the Genius of poor Hal ſcemed tri- 
umphant, the Love of Schi towards him, which. 
now appeared no longer dubious, ruſhed upon his 
Mind, and bore away every Obſtacle before it. 

At length it occurred to him, that he might 
polib'y be able to make 77;!ly Amends another 
Way ; namely, by giving her a Sum of Money. 
This, nevertheleſs, he almoſt deſpaired of her ac- 
cepting, when he recollected the frequent and ve- 
hement Aflurances he had received from her, that 
the Word put in Balance with him, would make 
her no Amends for his Los. However, her ex- 
treme Poverty, and chiefly her egregious Vanity 
(ſomewhat of which hath been already hinted to 
the Reader) gave 


notwitn= 


him ſome little Hope, that 


< np nts 
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notwithſlanding all her avowed Tenderneſfs, the 
might in Time be brought to content herſelf will 
a Fortune ſuperior to her ExpeRation, and which 
might indulge her Vanity, by ſetting her abore 
all her Equals. He reſolved, then to take 
the firſt Opportunity of making a Propo'al of this 
Kind. 
One Day accordingly, when his Arm was o 
well recovered, that he could wall eafily with it 
flung in a Saſh, he ſtole forth, at a Sale when 
the Squire was engaged in his F jeld- Exerciſes, and 
viſited his Fair-one. Hr Mother and Siſters, 
whom he found taking their Tea, inform'd him 
firſt that AA was not at home ; but afterwards, 
the eldeſt Sifter acquainted him with a malicious 
Smile, that ſhe was above Stairs a-bed. 7% had 
no Objection to this Situation of his Miſtreſs, and 
immediately aſcended the Ladger which led to- 
wards her Bed- Chamber; but when he came to 


the Top, he, to his great Surprize, found the. 


Door faſt; nor could he for ſome Time obtain any 
Anſwer fron within: for A, as ſhe herſelf 
afterwards informed him, was falt aflzep. 

The Extremes of Grief and Joy have been 
remarked to produce very fimilar Effects; and 

} 

when either of theſe ruſhes on us by Surprize, i: 
is apt to create ſuch a total Perturbation and Con- 
futon, that we ar? often thereby i te of the 
Ute of ell our Faculties. It cannat therefore be 
wondered at, that th unexpected [Sjoht of Mr. 
Fones ſhou'd ſo 2 operate on the Mind of 
AT: Ii and ſhould overwheim ber with ſuch Cone 
futon, that for ſome Minutes ſhe was unable 
to expreſs the great Raptures, with which the 
Reader will ſuppo! ſe Ihe was fea on this O:- 
cation, As for Feuer, he was ſo entirely poſſeſ.- 
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ed, and as it were enchanted by the Preſence of 
his beloved Object, that he for a while forgot 
Sophia, and conicquently the principal Purpoſe of 
his Viſit. 

This, however, ſoon returned to his Memory; 
and after the firit Tranſports of their Meeting 
were over, he found Means by Degrees to intro- 
duce a Diſcourſe on the fatal Conſequences which 
muſt attend their Amour, if Mr. Alavorthy, who 
had ſtrictly forbidden him ever ſceing her more, 
ſhould diſcover that he ſtill carried on this Com- 
merce. Such a Diſcovery, which his Enemies 
gave him Reaſon to think would be unavoidable, 
muſt, he ſaid, end in his Ruin, and conſequently 
in hers, Since, therefore, their hard Fates had 
determined that they muſt ſeparate, he adviſed 
her to bear it with Reſolution, and ſwore he 
would never omit any Opportunity through the 
Courle of his Life, of ſhewing her the Sincerity 
of his Affection, by providing for her in a Man- 
ner beyond her utmoſt Expectation, or even be- 
yond her Wiſhes, if ever that ſhould be in his 
Power; concluding at laſt, that ſhe might ſoon 
{nd ſome Man who would marry her, and who 
would make her much happier than ſhe could be 
by leading a diſreputable Life with him. 

Al remained a few Moments in Silence, 
and then burſting into a Flood of Fears, ſhe be- 
gan to upbraid him in the following Words : 
And this is your Love for me, to forſake me 
in this Manner, now you have ruined me? 
How often, when I have told you that all Men 
are faiſe and perjury alike, and grow tired of 
us as ſoon as ever they have had their wicked 
Wills of us, how often have you ſworn you 
would never forſake me? And can you be 

| « ſuch. 
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ſuch a perjury Man after all? What ſignifies 
all the Riches in the World to me without you, 
now you have gained my Heart? So you have— 
you have Why do you mention another Man 
to me? I can never love any other Man as 
long as I live. All other Men are nothing to 
me. If the greateſt Squire in all the Country 
would come a ſuiting to me to-morrow, 1 would 
not give my Company to him, No, I ſhall 
* always hate and deſpiſe the whole Sex for your 
Sake | 

She was procceding thus, when an Accident 
put a Stop to her "Tongue, before it had run out 
half its Career. The Room, or rather Garret, 
in which lv iay, being up one Pair of Stairs, 
that is to ſay, at the Top of the Houſe, was of 
a ſloping Figure, reſembling the great De:ta of 
the Greets, The Engliſh Reader may, perhaps, 
form a better Idea' of it, by being told, that it 
was impoſhble to ſtand upright any hefe but in 
the Middle. Now, as this Room wanted the 
Conveniency of a Cloſet, e had, to ſupply 
that Defect, nailed up an old Rug againſt the 
Rafters of the Houſe, which incloſed a little Hole 
where her beſt Apparel, ſuch as the Remains of 
that Sack which we have formerly mentioned, 
ſome Caps, and other Things with which ſhe had 
lately provided herſelf, were hung vp and ſecured 
from the Duſt. 

This incloſed Place exactly fronted the Foot of 
the Bed, to which, indeed, the Rug hung {9 
near, that it ſerved, in a Manner, to tupply the 
Want of Curtains, Now, whether Aol, in the 
Agonies of her Rage, puſhed this Rug with her 
Feet; or ones might touch it 3 or whether the 
Pin or Nail gave way of its own Accord, I am 
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not certain; but as Molli pronounced theſe laſt 
Words, which are recorded above, the wicked 
Rug got-looſe from its Faſtening, and diſcovered 


every Thing hid behind it; where among other fe— 


male Utenſils appeared (with Shame TI write 
it, and with Sorrow will it be read) the Phi- 
loſopher Square, in a Poſture (for the Place would 
not near admit his ſtanding upright) as ridiculous 
as can poſſibly be conceived. 

The Polture, indeed, in which he flood, was 
not greatly unlike that of a Soldier, who is tied 
Neck and Heels; or rather reſembling the Atti— 
tude in which we often fee Fellows in the public 
Streets of London, who are not ſuffering but 
deſerving Puniſhment by ſo ſtanding. He had 
Niyht-cap belonging to Molly on his Head, and 
his two large Eyes, the Moment the Rug fell, 
ſlared direct! y at Vencs; fo that when the Idea of 
Philoſophy was added to the Figure now diſco— 
vered, it would have been very diflicult for any 
Spectator to have refraincu from immoderate 
Laughter, 

I quettion not but the Surpriae of the Reader 
will be here equal to' that of % ,; as the Suſ— 
picions which muſt ariſe from the Appearance of 


this wile and grave Man in ſuch a Flace, may 


ſeem ſo incontiſtent with that Character, which 
he hath, doubtleſs, maintained hitherto, in the 
Opinion of every One. 

But to confels the Truth, this jncopſiſteney is is 
rather imaginary than real, Philoſophers are 
compoſed of Fleſh and B ood as well as other 
human Creatures; and however ſublimated and 
refined the Vheory of theſe may be, a little prac- 
tical Frailty is as incident to them as to other 
Mortals. It is indeed, in Theory only, and not 

| in 
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in Practice, as we have before hinted, that con- 
ſiſts the Difference: For though ſuch great Beings 
think much better and more wiſely, they always 
act exactly like other Men. They know very 
well how to ſubdue all Appetites and Paſſions, 
and to deſpiſe both Pain and Pleaſure ; and this 
Knowledge aftords much deliphttul Contempl 
tion, and is caſily acquired: But the Practice 
wounded be vexatious and troubleſome ; and, there— 
fore, the ſame Wiſdom which teaches them to 
know this, teaches them to avoid carrying it into 
Exccution, 

Mr. Square happened to be at Church, on that 
Sunday, when, as the Reader may be pleaſed to 
remember, the Appearance of Ally in her Sack 
had cauſed all that Diſturbance, Here he firſt 
obſerved her, and was fo pleaſed with her Beau- 
ty, that he prevailed with the young Gentlemen 
to chang? their intended Ride that Eveninz, that 
he might paſs by the Habitation of He, and, 
by that Means, might obtain a ſecond Chance of 
ſeeing her. This Renfon, however, as he did 
not at that Time mention to any, {7 neither did 
we think proper to Commu. icate it then to the 
Reader. 

Among other Particulars which conſtituted the 
Unſitneſs of Things in Mr. $qnrare's Opinion, 
Danger and Difficu! ty were two. he Diflicul- 
tys therefore 2, which he app chended there might 
be in corrupting the young Wen", and the 
Danger which would aceruc to his Cl LAT ct er on 
the Diſcovery, were ſuch Prong ihunſtves, that 
it is probable, me at hilt intened to have 
contented himicif with the picating Ideas which 
the Sight of Beauty furniſhes us with T hefe 
the gravelt Men, aiter a ke Meal, of ſcrious Ne- 
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vitation, often allow themſelves by Way of Deſ- 
ſert: For which Purpoſe, certain Books and Pic- 
tures find their Way into the moſt private Receſſes 
of their Study, and a certain liquoriſh Part of na- 
tural Philoſophy is often the princ:pal Subject of 
their Converſation, 

But when the Philoſopher heard a Day or two 
afterwards, chat the Fortreſs of Virtue had already 
been ſubducd, he began to give a larger Scope to 
his Deſires, His Appetite was not of that 
Squeamiſh Kind, which cannot feed on a Dainty 
becauſe another hath taſted it. In ſhort, he 
liked the Girl the better for the Want of that 
Chaſtity, which, if fl.e had poſſeſſed it, mult 
have been a Bar to his Pleaſures ; he — and 
obtained her. 

The Reader will be miſtaken, if he thinks 
Molly gave *guare the Preference to her younger 
Lover: On the contrary, had ſhe been confined 
to the Choice of one only, Tom Fones would un- 
doubtedly have been, of the two, the victorious 
Perſon. Nor was it folely the Conſideration, 
that two are better than one, (tho' this had its 
proper Weight) to which Mr. $qzare owed his 
Succeſs: the Abſence of Jones during his Con- 
Hnement was an unlucky Circumfitance;z and in 
that Interval, ſome well-choſen Preſents from the 
Philoſopher ſo fo'tened and ung uarded the Girl's 
Heart, that : farourable Opportunity became ir- 
reſiſtible, an Syuare triumphed over the poor 
Remains of Virtue which ſubfiſted in the Boſom 
of 47:lty, 

It was now about a Fortnight ſince the Con- 
queſt, when Jenes paid the above-mentioned Viſit 
to his Miſtreſs, at a Time when ſhe and Square 

ere in Bed together, This was the true Reaſon 
| why 
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why the Mother denied her as we have ſeen ; for 
as the old Woman ſhared in the Profits ariſing 
from the Iniquity of her Daughter, ſhe encou- 
raged and protected her in it to the utmoſt of her 
Power: but ſuch was the Envy and Hatred which 
the eldeſt Siſter bore towards A4Zolly, that, not- 
withſtanding ſhe had ſome Part of the Booty, ſhe 
would willingly have parted with this to ruin her 
Siſter, and ſpoil her Trade. Hence ſhe had ac- 
quainted Jones with her being above Stairs in Bed, 
in Hopes that he might have caught her in Sqguare's 
Arms. This, however, Molly found Means to 
prevent, as the Door was faſtened ; which gave 
her an Opportunity of conveying her Lover be- 
hind that Rug or Blanket where he now was un- 
happily diſcovered. 

Square no ſooner made his Appearance than 
Melly flung herielf back in her Bed, cried out 
ſhe was undone, and abandoned herſelf to De- 
ſpair. This poor Girl, who was yet but a Novice 
in her Buſineſs, had not arrived to that Perfection 
of Aſſurance which helps off a Town-Lady in 
any Extremity; and either prompts her with an 
Excuſe, or elſe inſpires her to »razen out the 
Matter with her Hufband; who from Love of 
Quiet, or out of Fear of his Reputation, and 
ſometimes, perhaps, from Fear of the Gallant, 
who, like Mr. Conſiant in the Play, wears a 
Sword, is glad to ſhut his Eyes, and contented to 
put his Horns in his Pocket. A, on the con- 
trary, was ſilenced by this Evidence, and very 
fairly gave up a Cauſe which ihe. had hitherto, 
with ſo many Tears, and with tuch folemn and 
vehement Proteſtations of the pufeſt Love and 


Conſtancy, maintained, 
As 
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As to the Gentleman behind the Arras, he was 
not in much leſs Conſternation. Fe ſtcod for a 
while motionleſs, and ſeemed cquilly at a Loss 
what to ſay, or whither to direct his Eves. Tones, 
tho' perhaps the molt aſtoniſhed of the three, fir it 
found his Tongue ; and, being immediately reco- 
vered from thoſe uneaſy Senſa ions, which A 
by her Upbraidings had occaſioned, he burſt into 
a loud Laughter, and then ſaluting Mr. Square, 
advanced to take him by the Hand, and to relieve 
him from his Place of Confinement, 

Square, being now arrived in the Middle of the 
Room, in which Part only he couid ftand upricht, 
looked at Foes with a very prave Countenance, 
and ſaid to kim : Well, Sir, I ſee you enjoy this 
* mighty Diſcovery, and, I dare ſwear, taſte 
great Delight in the Thoughts of expoſing me; 
© but if you will conſider the Matter fairly, you 
will find you are yourfe elf only to blame. I am 
© not guiliy of cor rrupt ing Innocence. I have 
« done nothin, r for which that Part of the World 
which jud iges of Matters by the Rule of Right, 
« will condemn me. Fitneſs is governed by tne 
« Nature of Things, and not by Cuſtoms, Form i 
or municipal Laws, Nothing is, indeed, unfit 
which is not unnatural,” * Ieh! reaſoned, old 
Boy,“ anſwered June; but why doſt thou 
think that 1 ſhould deſire to ex poſe thee? I 

promiſe thee, I was never better pleaſed with 
$ thee in my Ife; and unleſs thou baſt a Mind 
© to diſcover it thyſelt, this Affair may remain a 

profound Secret for me.” + Nay, Mr, Jones, 
replied Sguare, I would not be thought to un- 
c dervalue Reputation. Good Fame is a Species 
of the RALON, and it is by no Means fitring 
to neglect it. Beſides, to murder one's own 
4 Repu- 
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< Reputation, is a Nind of Svicide, a deteſtable 
© and odious Vice. If you think proper, there- 
fore, to conceal any Infirmity of mine; (for 
« fuch I may have, ſince no Man 1s perfectly per- 
« fect;) I promiſe you I will not betray mylelt. 


Things may be fitting to be done, which are 


© not fitting to he boaſted of: for by the perverſe 
Judgment of the World, that often becomes 
the Subject of Cenſure, which is, in Pruth, 
not only innocent but laudable.“ Right!“ 
Cites Jones, * wiat can be more innocent than 
„the Indulgence of a natural Appetite ? or what 
more laudavle than the Propagation of our 
Species?“ * To be ſerious with you,” anſwered 
Square, I profeſs they always appeared ſo to 
me.“ And yet,' ſaid Jones, © you was of a 
different Opinion, when my Affair with this 
Girl was firſt diſcovered,” Why, I muſt con- 
feſs, ſays Square, as the Matter was miſre- 
preſented to me by that Parſon Thwackum, I 
might condemn the Corruption of Innocence: 
It was that, Sir, it was that — and that —: 
For you muſt know, Mr. Jones, in the Conſidera- 
tion of Fitneſs, very minute Circumſtances, Sir, 
very minute Circumſtances cauſe great Altera- 
tion.“ « Well,” cries. Jones, © be that as it 
will, it ſhall be your own Fault, as I have pro- 
miſed you, if you ever hear any more of this 
Adventure. Behave kindly to the Girl, and I 
will never open my Lips concerning the Matter 
to any one. And, Maliy, do you be faithful to 
your Friend, and I will not only forgive your 
nfidelity to me, but will do you all the Service 
I can,* So ſaying, he took a haſty Leave, and 
flipping down the Ladder, retired with much Ex- 
Peultion, 
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Square was rejoiced to find this Adventure was 
likely to have no worte Concluſion; and as for 
Molly, being recovered from her Confuſion, ſhe 
began at firſt to upbraid Ygrare with having been 
the Occaſion of her Lois of Jenes but that 
Gentleman ſoon found the Means of mitigating 


her Anger, partly by Careſſes, and partly by a 


ſmall Noſtrum from his Purſe, of wonderful and 
approved Efficacy in purging off the ill Humours 
of the Mind, and in reſtoring it to a good 
Temper. 

She then poured forth a vaſt Profuſion of Fen- 
derneſs towards her new Lover; turned all the 
had ſaid to Joues, and Jones himſelf, into Ridicule, 
and vowed, tho' he once hai had the Pollefhon of 
her Perſon, that none but Szuare had ever been 
Maſter of her Heart. 


CHAP. Th 


By comparing which with the former, the Reader 
may poſſibly correct ſome Abuſe which he hath fer- 
merly been guilty of, in the Application of the Ward 
Love. : | 


T H E Infidelity of Melly, which Jones had now 
diſcovered, would, perhaps, have vindicated a 
much greater Degree of Reſentment, than he ex- 
preſſed on the Occaſion ; and if he had abandon- 
ed her direAly from that Moment, very few, I be- 
lieve, would have blamed him. 
Certain, however, it is, that he ſaw her in the 
Light of Compaſſion; and tho' his Love to her 
was not of that Kind which could give him any 


great Uneaſineſs at ber Inconſlancy, yet was he 


not a little ſhocked on reflecting that he had him- 


{ſelf 
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ſelf originally corrupted her Innocence: for to 
this Corruption he imputed all the Vice, into 
which the appeared now fo likely to plunge 
herſelf, 

This Conſideration gave him no little Uneaſt- 
neſs, till Betty, the elder Siſter, was ſo kind ſome 
Time afterwards entirely to cure him by a Hint, 
that one Lill Farnes, and not himſelf, had been 
the firſt Seducer of Ally; and that the little 
Child, which he had hitherto ſo certainly con- 
cluded to be his own, might very probably have 
an equal Title, at leaſt, to claim Barnes for its 
Father. 

2nes eagerly purſued this Scent when he had 
firſt received it; and in a very ſhore Time was 
ſufficiently aſſured that the Girl had told him 
Truth, not only by the Confeſſion of the Fellow, 
but, at laſt, by that of Molly herſelf. 

This WÄill Barnes was a Country-Gallant, and 
had acquired as many Trophies of this Kind as 
any Enſign or Attorney's Clerk in the Kingdom, 
He had, indeed, reduced ſeveral Women to a 
State of utter Profligacy, had broke the Hearts 
of ſome, and had the Honour of occaſioning the 
violent Death of one poor Girl, who had either 
downed herſelf, or rather what was more pro- 
bable, had been drowned by him, 

Among other of his Conqueſts, this Fellow 
had triumphed over the Heart of Betty Seagrim. 
He had made Love to her long before Molly was 
grown to be a fit Object of that Paſtime; but 
had afterwards deſerted her, and applied to her 
Siſter, with whom he had almoſt immediate Suc- 
ceſs, Now Will had, in reality, the ſole Poſſeſ- 
ſion of Molly's AﬀtzCtion, while ones and Square 
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were almoſt equally Sacriſices to her Intereit, and 
to her Price 

Henc- Rae grown that implacable Hatred which 
we have before ſcen raping in the Mind of Betty ; 
though we did no: think it neceſſary to aſſiqn this 
Ca ile ſooner, as Envy itſalf was alone adequate to 
all the Effect we have mentioned. | 

Jones was þ wecome: perfectly eaſy by Pofſſeſſion 
of this *ecret with regard to 4/y; but as to 

Sohn, . was far from being in a State of Tran- 
J z nay, indeed, he was under the moſt 
violent Perturbation: His Heart was now, if I 
may uſe the Metaphor, entirely evacuated, and 
Sephia took abſolute Poſſeſſion of it. He loved 
her with an unbounded Paſſion, and plainly ſaw 
the tender Sentiments ſhe had for him ; yet could 
not this Aſſurance leſſen his Deſpair of obtaining 
the Conſent of her Father, nor the Horrors which 
attended his Purſuit of her by any baſe or trea- 
cherous Method. | 

The Injury which he muſt thus do to Mr. 
F-eftern, and the Concern which would accrue to 
Mr. Ailworthy, were Circumſtances that tor- 
mented him all Nay, and haunted him on his Pil- 
low at Night. His Life was a conſtant Struggle 
between Winour and Inclination, which alter- 

nately triumphed over each other in his Mind. 
He often refolved, in the Abſence of Sohn, to 
Jeave her Father's Houſe, and to ſee her no more; 
and as often, in her Pꝛeſence, forgot all thoſe Re- 
ſolutions, and determined to purſue her at the 
Hazard of his Life, and at the Foriei:ure of what 
was much dearer to him. 

This Conflict began foon to produce very 
ſtrong and viſible Effects: For he loft all bis uſual. 
Sprigbtlineſs and Gaiety of Lemper, and became 

| not 
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not only melancholy when alone, but dejected 
and abient in Company; nay, if ever he put on 
a forced Mirth, to comply with Mr, /7e/tern's 
Humour, the Conttraint appeared fo plain, that 
he may ſeem to have been giving the ſtrongeſt 
Evidence of what he endeavourcd to conceal by 
ſuch Oſtentstion. 

it may, perhaps, be a Queſtion, whether the 
Art which he uſe to conceal his Paſſion, or the 
Means which haneſt Nature employed to reveal 
it, betrayed "ou moſt: For while Art made him 


more than ever reſerved 10 Sofhia, and forbad 
him to addreſs any of his Diſcourſe to her; nay, 
to avoid meeting her Eyes, with the utmoſt Cas 


tion; . was no lets buſy in counterplotting 
him. Hence at tne Approach of. the young 
Lady, he grew pale; and if this was ſudden, 
ſtarted. If his yes 'aceidenatt met hers, the 
Blood ruſhed into his Ch-eks, and his Counte— 
nance became all over Scarlet. If common Civt- 
lity ever obliced him to ſpeak to her, as to drink 
her Health at Table, his Tongue was ſure to 
taniter. It he touched hers his tan” , nay, his 
whole Frame trembled. And any Diſcourſe 
tenucd, however remotely, to raiſe the Idea of 
Love, an involuntary Sigh ſeldom failed to ſteal 
from his B-ſom, Moſt of which Accidents Na- 
ture was wonderfully induſtrious to throw daily in 

his Way. | 
All theſe Symptoms eſcaped 1 the Notice of the 
Squire, but not fo of Scpeng. She ſoon 158095 ved 
theſe Avitations of Mind in Jenes, and was at 
no Loſs to diſcover the Cauſe; for indeed ſhe re- 
cognized it in her own Breaſt, And this Re- 
cognition is, I ſuppoſe, that Sympathy which 
hath been i often noted in Lovers, and which 
| Wil 
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will ſufficiently account for her being ſo much 
quicker- ſighted than her Father. 

But, to ſay the Truth, there is a more ſimple 
and plain Method of accounting for that prodi- 
gious duperiority of Penetration which we muſt 
oblcrve in ſome Men over the reit of the human 
Species, and one which will not only ſerve in the 
Caſe of Lovers, but of all others. For whence 
is it that the Knave is generally fo quick-{;ghtei 
to thoſe Symptoms and Operations of Knavery, 
which often dupe an honeſt Man of a much 
better Underſtanding ? There ſurely is no general 
Sympathy among Knaves, nor have they, like 
Free-Maſons, any common Sign of Communica— 
tion. In reality, it is only becauſe they have the 
fame Thing in their Heads, and their Thoughts 
are turned the ſame Way. Thus, that Sephia 
ſaw, and that Veſtenn did not ſee the plain 
Symptoms of Love in Jones, can be no Wonder, 
when we conlider that the Idea of Love never 
entered into the Head of the Father, whereas the 
Daughter, at preſent, thought of nothing elic. 

When Shia was well ſatisficd of the violent 
Paſſion which tormented poor 7ores, and no leſs 
ccrtain that ihe herſelf was its Object, ſhe had 
not the leaſt Difficulty in diſcovering the true 
Caufe of his prefent Behaviour, This highly en- 
Geared him to her, and raiſed in her Mind two of 
the beſt Affections which any Lover can wiſh to 
raiſe in a Miſtreſs, Theſe were Eſteem and Pity ; 
for ſure the moſt outrageouſly rigid among ker 
Sex will excuſe her pitying a Man, whom ſhe 
faw miſerable on her own Account: nor can 
they blame her for eſteeming one who viltbly, 
from the moſt honourable Motives, endeavoured 
te 
* : 
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to ſmother a Flame in his own Boſom, which, 
like the famous h tan | heft, was preyin, upon, 
and conſuming his very Vitals, Thus his Back- 
wardueſs, his ſhunning her, his Coldneſs, and his 
Silence, were the forwardeſt, the molt diligent, 
the warmeſt, and moſt eloquent Advocates ; and 
wrought ſo violently on her ſenſible and tender 
Heart, that ſhe ſoon felt for him all thoſe gentle 
Senſations which are conſiſtent with a virtuous 


and elevated female Mind. ——-In ſhort, all which 
Eſteem, Gratitude and Pity, can inſpire in ſu h, 
towards an agreeable Man indeed, all which 
the niceſt Delicacy can allow——-In a Word, —- 


ſhe was in Love with him to Diſtraction. 

One Day, this young Couple accidentally met 
in the Garden, at the End of two Walks, which 
were both bounced by that Canal in which Tones 
had formerly riiqued drowning to retrieve the lit- 
tle Bird that $9419 had there loſt. 

This Place had been of late much frequented 
by Sephia. Bere ſhe uſed to ruminate, with a 
Mixture of Pain and Pleaſure, on an Incident, 
which, however trifling in itſelf, had poflibly 
ſown the firſt Seeds of that Affection which was 
now arrived to ſuch Maturity in her Heart, 

Here then this young Couple met. They 
were almoſt cloſe together before cither of them 
knew any Thing of the other's A \pproach. A By- 
ſtander would have diicovered fuficient M _ 
of Confuſion in the Countenance of each; but 
they felt too much themſelves to make any Ob 
ſervation. As ſoon as Jenes had a little reco- 
vered his fift Surprize, he accoſted the young 
Lady with ſome of the ordir ry Forms of Saluta- 
tion, which ſhe in the ſame Manner zeturned, 
and 
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and their Converſ: tion began, as uſual, on the de- 
licious Peauty of the Morning. Hence they paſt 
to the Beauty of the Place, on which ones 
launched forth very high Encomiums. When 
they came to the Tree whence he had former] 


tumbled into the Canal, $;pb7a could not help re- 


IR him of that Accident, and ſaid, © ] fancy, 


0 r. Jones, you have fone little Shuddering 
0 TE ou ſee that Water,” © I aſſure you, 


A 


Madam,” enſwered ores, © the Concern you 
felt at the Loſs of your little Bird, will alwass 
appear to me the higheſt C reumſtance in that 
Adventure. Poor little Tammy, there is the 
Branch he ſtood upon. How could the little 
Wietch have the Folly to fly away from that 
State of Happineſs in which ] had the Honour 
to place him? His Fate was a juit Puniſhment 
for his lugratitude. Upon my Word, Mr 

Jones, ſaid ſhe, © your Ga'lantry very narrowly 
eſcaped as ſevere a Fate. Sure, the Remembrance 
muſt afiect you.“ © Indeed, Madam,” anſwered 
he, if I have any Reaſon to reflect with Sorrow 
< on it, it is, perhaps, that the Water had not becn 
© alittle deeper, by which I might have eſcaped 
many btter Heart-achs, that Fortune ſeems to 
© have. in Store for me.“ Fie, Mr. Jenes, re- 
plied Sof hia, I am ſure you cannot be in Ear- 
< neſt now. This affected Contempt of Life is 


4 


© only an Exceſs of your Complaiiance to me. 


© Yeu would endeavour to leflen the Obligation 
© of having twice ventured it for my Sake. Be- 
< wa'e the third Time * dhe ſpoke theſe laſt 


| Words with a Smile and a v of\ nels inexpreſſible. 


Zones anſwered with a dig, He tared it was 
already too late tor C:uton;'— and then loc k- 


ing tenderly and ſicdfaitly on her, he cry'd, 


« Oh! 
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Oh! Miſs Veſtirn, — Can you deſire me to 
live? Can you wiſh me fo ill !?' -S look- 
ing down on the Ground, anſwered with ſome 
leſitation, Indeed, Mr. Tones, I do not wiſh 
you ill. On! I know too well that heaven- 
ly Temper,” cries ones, © that divine Good- 
neſs which is beyond every other Charm.“ 
Nay, now, anſwered ſhe, I underſtand 
not. I can ſtay no longer'— — I—I would not 
be underſtood,” cries he, © nay, I can't be un- 
derftood, I know not what I ſay. Meeting 
YO! 1 here ſo unexpectedly—! have been un; guard 
ed Fo Heaven's Sake pardon me ! If 1 have 
ſaid any Thing to offend you—1 did not mean. 
it—Indeed, 1 would rather have died—nay, 
the vey 1 hought would kill Wee Lou ſur- 
prize me,” aniwered ihe * How can you 
poibly think you have offended me?” „Fear, 
Madam,“ ſays he, © caſily runs into Madneſs ; 
and theie is no Degree of Fcar like that which 
1 feel of offending you. How can I ſpeak 
then? Nay don't look angrily at me; one 
© Frown vill 1 me.— man nothing — 
© Blame my Eyes, or blame thoſe  Beiuties— 
What am I ſay ie Pardon me if I have ſaid 
tho much. My heart overflowed. I have 
« ſiruzpled with my Love to the utmoit, and 
c have endeavoured to conceal a Fever which 
p:eys cn my Vitals, and will, I hope, ſoon 
make it unpolible for me ever to offend you 
more,” 
Mr. Jones now fell a trembling as if he had 
been ſhaken with the Fit of an Ague. Sophia, 
who was in a Situation not very different from 
his, an{wered 2 theſe Words: Mr, Zones, I 
„will not affect to miſunderſtand you; indeed J 
Vol. I N under- 


A 


. , ON 


T K M AA K „ („ 


* 


* 


„ 


* 


XR „ 


266 The HIS TOR of Book V. 


*< underſtand you too well; but, for Heaven's 
Sake, if you have any Affection for me, let 
me make the beſt of my Way into the Houſe. 
'< | wiſh I may be able to ſupport myſelf thi- 
5 ther.“ | | 
ones, who was hardly able to ſupport himſelf, 
oftered her his Arm, which ſhe condeſcended to 
accept, but begged he would not mention a 
Word more to her of this Nature at preſent, He 
Promiſed he would not, inſiſting only on her For- 
giveneſs of what Love, without the Leave of his 
-Will, had forced from him : This, ſhe told him, 
He knew how to obtain, by his future Behaviour ; 
and thus this young Pair tottered and trembled 
along, the Lover not once daring to ſqueeze the 
Hand of his Miſtreſs, tho' it was lock'd in his. 
Sophia immediately retired to her Chamber, 


where Mrs. Honour and the Hartſhorn were 


ſummoned to her Aſſiſtance. As to poor Jones, 
the only Relief to his diſtempered Mind was an 
unwelcome Piece of News, which, as it opens 
a Scene of a different Nature from thoſe in which 
the Reader hath lately been converſant, will be 
communicated to him in the next Chapter, 


CHAP, vll. 
In which Mr. Allworthy appears on a Sict-Bed. 


TR. Heſtern was become ſo fond of Jones, 
that he was unwilling to part with him, 


*tho' his Arm had been Jong ſince cured ; and 


Jones, either from his Love of Sport, or from 
ſome other Reaſon, was eaſily perſuaded to con- 
tinue at his Houſe, which he did ſometimes for 
a Fortnight together, without paying a ſingle Viſit 

| A 
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at Mr. Alliorthy's; nay, without ever hearing 
from thence, | 

Mr. Aikvorthy had been for ſome Days indiſ- 
poſed with a Cold, which had been attended with 
a little Fever. This he had, however, neglect- 
ed, as it was uſual with him to do all Manner of 
Diſorders which did not confine him to his Bed, 
or prevent his ſeveral Faculties from performing 
their ordinary Functions. A Conduct which we 
would by no Means be thought to approve or re- 
commend to Imitation: For ſurely the Gentle- 
men of the Aſculapian Art are in the Right in 
adviſing, that the Moment the Diſeaſe is entered 
at one Door, the Phyſician ſhould be introduced 
at the other. What elſe is meant by that old 
Adage : Venienti accurrite Morbo? © Oppoſe a 
« Diſtemper at its firſt Approach.“ Thus the 
Doctor and the Diſeaſe meet in fair and equal 


Conflict; whereas, by giving Time to the latter, 


we often ſuffer him to fortify and entrench him- 
ſelf, like a French Army; ſo that the learned 
Gentleman finds it very difficult, and ſom: times 
impoſſible to come at the Enemy. Nay, ſome- 
times by gaining Time, the Diſeaſe applies to 
the French military Politics, and corrupts Nature 
over to his Side, and then all the Powers of Phy- 
fic mult arrive too late. Agreeable to theſe 
Obſervations was, I remember, the Complaint 
of the great Doctor Miſaubin, who uſed very 
pathetically to lament the Jate Applications which 
were made to his Skill: Saying, © Bygar, me 
believe my Pation take me for de Undertaker: 
« for dey never ſend for me till de Phyſicion have 

* kill dem.” 
Mr. Alliuorthy's Diſtemper, by Means of this 
Neglect, gained ſuch Ground, that, when the In- 
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'creaſe of his Fever oblized him to ſend for Aſſt- 
ance, the Doctor at his firft Arrival ſhook his 
Head, wiſhed he had been ſent for ſooner, and jn- 
th ten that he thought him in very imminent Dan- 


ger. Mr. A libo. thr, who bad ſetticd all his Affairs 


in this World, and was as well prepared as it is 
poiſible for human Natuwe to be, for the other, 
received this Information with the utmoſt Calm 
neſs and Unconcern. tie could, indeed, when- 
ever he laid himiclt down to Reſt, ſay with Cato 


in the tragical Poem, 


[Tei Gt or Fear 
Diſiurb Man s Ref Law oi s neither of them; 


Tndiferent is his Choir ce, to ſirep or die. 


Tn reality, he could fay this with ten times more 
Reaſon and Confidence than Cue, or any other 
proud Fellow among the anticnt or modern He- 
toes : For he was not only devoid of Fear; but 
might be conſidered as a folihiul Labourer, when 
at the End of Harveſt he is fſummoned to re- 
ccive his Reward at the Hands of a bountiful 
Maſter. | | 

The g 80 Man gave immediate Orders for all 
his Family to be ſumwoned rougd him. None 
of theſe were then abroad, but Mrs. Bil, who 
had been ſome Time in Lindun, and Mr. Fencs, 
whom the Reader hath juſt parted from at Mr. 
i vjiern's, and who received this Summons jult 
as & o Hid had leſt him. 

The News of Nr. A vorthy's Danger (for the 
Servant told him he was dying) drove all J „ougghts 
of Love out of his Hesd. He hurricd inſtantly 


into the Chariot which was {ent for hm, and 
ordered the Coachen to dive with all imagin— 
able 
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able Haſte; nor did the Idea of Sophia, I believe, 


once Occur to him on the Way. 


And now, the whole Family, namely; Mr. 


Biijil, Mr. Jenes, Mr. Thwackum, Mr. Squares 
and ſome of the Servants, (tor ſuch were Mr. Al. 
worthy's Orders) being all aſſembled round his 
Bed, the good Man {ut up in it, and was begin- 
ning to. ipeak, when Gift fell to blubbering, 
and began to expreſs very loud ard bitter Lament 
tations. Upon this Mr. Aulcuarthy ſhook him by 
the Hand, and faid, Do not forrow thus, my 
dear Nephew, at the moſt ordinary of all hu- 
man Occurrences, When Misfortunes befall 
our Friends, we are juſtly grieved :- For thoie 
are Accidents which mizht often have been 2- 


voided, and which may ſeem to render the Los 


of one Man more peculiarly unhappy than 
that of others; but Death is certainly unaveid= 
able, and is that common Lot, in which alone 
the Fortunes of all Men agree; nor is the 


Time when this happens to us, material. If 


the wiſeſt of Men hath c:mpar-d Liie to a 


Span, furely we may be allowed to conitior it 


Evening ; but thoſe who are taken away earlier, 
have only loſt a few Hours, at the beſt little 


worth lamenting, and much oftener Hours of: 


Labour and Fatigue, of Pain and Sorrow. One 
of the Raman Poets, I remember, likens our 
leaving Life to our Departure from a Feett, 


A Thought which hath often occurred to me, 


when J have ſeen Men ſtruggling to protract 
an Entertaf inment, and to enjoy the Company 
of their Friends a few Moments longer. Alas! 
how ſhort is the maſt protracted of ſuch En- 
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tween him who retires the ſooneſt, and him 
who ſtays the lateſt! This is ſeeing Life in the 
beſt View, and this Unwillingneſs to quit our 
Friends is the moſt amiable Motive, from 
which we can derive the Fear of Death; and 
yet the longeſt Enjoyment which we can hope 
for of this Kind, is of ſo trivial a Duration, 
that it is to a wiſe Man truly contemptible. 
Few Men, I own, think in this Manner: for, 
indeed, few Men think of Death till they are 
in its Jaws. However gigantic and terrible an 
Object this may appear when it approaches 
them, they are nevertheleſs incapable of ſceing 
it at any Diſtance ; nay, tho' they have been 
ever ſo much frightened and alarmed when they 
have apprehended themſelves in Danger of dy- 
ing, they are no ſooner clearcd from this Ap- 
prehenſion than even the Fears of it are eraſed 
from their Minds. But alas! he who eſcapes 
fiom Death, is not pardoned ; he is only re- 
prieved, and reprieved to a ſhort Day. 

< Grieve, therefore, no more, my dear Child, 
on this Occaſion ; an Event which may happen 
every Hour, which every Element, nay, al- 
moſt every Particle of Matter that ſurrounds 
us, is Capable of producing, and which muſt and 
will moſt unavoidably reach us all at laſt, ought 
neither to occaſion our Surprize, nor our La- 
mentation. | 
My Phyſician having acquainted me (which 
I take very kindly of him) that I am in Dan- 
ger of leaving you all very ſhortly, I have de- 
termined to ſay a few Words to you at this our 
Parting, before my Diſtemper, which I find 
grows very faſt upon me, puts it out of my 


Power. | 
But 
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But I ſhall waſte my Strength too much.—- 


I intended to ſpeak concerning my Will, which 


„ & *® > 
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tho' I have ſettled long ago, I think proper to 


mention ſuch Heads of as concern any of 
you, that I may have the Comfort of perceiving 
ou are all ſatisfied with the Proviſion I have 
there made for you. 


Nephew Blifil, I leave you the Heir to my 


whole Eſtate, except only 500/. a Year which 
is to revert to you after the Death of your 
Mother, and except one other Eſtate of 500. 
a Year, and the Sum of 6ooo J. which I have. 


beſtowed in the following Manner. 


© The Eſtate of 500. a Year I have given 


R — Pp “ % 3 3 1 in oe” 


and taking eagerly hold of his Hand, aſſured him, 
his Goodneſs to him, both now, and at all other 
Ejmes, had ſo infinitely excceded not only his 


Merit, 


to you, Mr, Jones, And as I know the In- 


convenience which attends the Want of ready 
Money, I have added 1000 l. in Specie. In 


this I know not whether I have exceeded, or 
fallen ſhort of your Expectation. Perhaps you 
will think I have given you too little, and the 


World will be as ready to condemn me for 


1 deſpife, and as to the former, unleſs your 


N giving you too much; but the latter Cenſure 
P 


ſhould entertain that common Error, which I. 
have often heard in my Life pleaded as an Ex- 


cuſe for a total Want of Charity; namely, 


that inſtead of raiſing Gratitude by voluntary 
Acts of Bounty, we are apt to raiſs Demands; 
which of all others are the moſt boundleſs and 
moſt difficult to ſatisfy—Pardon me the bare 
Mention of this: I will not ſuſpect any ſucit 


Thing.” | 
Fones flung himſelf at his Benefactor's Feer, 
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Merit, but his Hopes, that no Words could ex- 


preſs his Senſe of it. And I affure you, Sir,” 


taid he, © your preſent Generoſity hach left me 
no other Concern than for the preſent melan- 
* choly Occaſion.— Oh, my Friend! my Fa- 
ther * Here his Weds choaked him, and he 
turned away to hide a Tear which was ſtarting 
trom his Eyes. 

Altworthy then gently ſqueezed his Hand, and 
proceeded thus: * 1 am convinced, my Child, 
* that you have much Goodnefls, Generolity, and 
* Honour in your Temper ; if you will add Pru— 
* dence and Religion to theie, you mult be hap- 

py : For the three former Qualities, I admit, 


the latter only which will put you in Poſſeſſion 
of it, | 
One thouſand Pound I have given to you, 
Mr. Thwackum ; a Sum, I am convinced, which 
greatly exceeds your Deſires, as,well as your 
Wants. However, you will receive it as a 
Memorial of my Friendſhip; and whatever 
Superfluities may redound to you, that Piety 
which you ſo rigidly maintain, will inſtruct you 
how to diſpoſe of them. 

A like Sum, Mr. Sqrare, I have bequeathed 
to you. This, J hope, will enable you to pur- 
ſue your Profeſſion with better Succeis than hi- 
therto. I have often obſerved with Concern, 
that Diſtreſs is more apt to excite Contempt 
than Commiſeration, eſpeciuiiy among Men of 
Plineſs, wich whom Poverty is understood to 
indicate Want of Ability. But the little I have 
been able to Jcave you, will exiricate you from 
thoſe Difficulties with which 1ou have torner'y 
ſtruggled ; and then 1 doubt not but you will 
| meet 
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< mcet with ſufficient Proſperity to ſupply what 


* a Man of your philoſophical Temper will re- 
« quire. , 

« ] find myſelf growing faint, ſo I ſhall refer 
you to my Will for my Diſpolition of the Re- 


« ſidue. My Servants will there find ſome Fo- 
 kens to remember me by; and there are a fee 


Charities, which, I truit, my Exccutors will 


* ſee faithfully performed. Bleſs you all. I am 


ſetting out a little before you' 

H-re a Foo:man came haſtily into the Room, 
and ſaid there was an Attorney from Sæ ibu, 
who had a particular Meſſage, which he faid he 
muſt communicate to Mr. Allaarily himſelf: 
That he ſeemed in a violent Hurry, and proteſted 


he had fo much Buſineſs to do, that if he could 


cut hunſelf into four Quarters, all would not be 
ſufficient. 
Go, Child,“ ſaid Allibortihy to Blifil, © fee 


What the Gentleman wants. I am not pr" to 


0 

do any Buſineſs now, nor can he have any wich 
me, in which vou are not at proj more con- 
6 


cerned than myſelf, Beſides 1 reatly ami am 


incapable of ſeeing any one at preſent, or of 


any longer Attention,” tHe then ſaluted them 


all, ſaying „perhaps he ſhould be able to fee them 
again, but he ſhould now be glad to compoſe him- 


ſeif a little, finding that he wad too Much eshauſt- 


ed his Spirits in Diſe urſe, 


Some of the Company ſhed Tears at their 


Paiting ; and even the Philoſopher Sizame wiped 
his Eycs, albeit J to the tielting M.. As 


to Mrs. //itkins, the dropt her Pearls as faſt as 


the Arabian res their medicinal Guns, for this 

» * . *. 
was a Ceemoni:l which that Crentleywoman ne— 
ver omitted on a proper ()-caton, 
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After this Mr. Alkoorthy again laid bimſelf 


Jown on his Pillow, and endeavoured to compole 
himſelf to Reſt, 


CHAP. VIII. 
Containing Matter rather natural than pleaſing. 


PESID ES Grief for her Maſter, there was 


another Source for that briny Stream which 


ſa plentiſully roſe above the two mountainous 
Cheek-Bones of the Houſe-keeper. She was no 


ſooner retited, than ſhe began to mutter to hertelf 


in the following pleaſant Strain. © Sure Maſter 


6 


—————— 


might have made ſome Difference, methinks, 
between me and the other Servants. I ſuppoſe 
he hath left me Mourning; but, i- -fackins! if 
that be all, the Devil ſhall wear it for him for 
me. I'd have his Worſhip know | am no Beg- 
gar. I have ſaved five hundred Pound in his 
Service, and after all to be uſed in this Manner |! 
Alt is & fine Encouragement to Servants to be 
honeſt ; and to be ſure, if I have taken a little 
Something now and then, others have taken 
ten times as much; and now we are all put in 
a Lump together. If ſo be that, it be ſo; the 
E may go to the Devil with. him that gave 
No, I won't give it up neither, becauſe 
5 will pleaſe ſome Folks. No, I'Il buy the 
gayeſt Gown I can get, and dance over the old 
Curmudgeon's Grave in it. This is my Re- 
ward for taking his Part ſo often, when all the 
Country have cried Shame of him, for breed- 
ing up his Baſtard in that Manner : But he is 
going now where he muſt pay for all. It would 
have become him better to have repented of 
— « his 
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his Sins on his Death-Bed, than to glory ine 
them, and give away his Eftate out of his own 


Bed, forſooth ! A pretty Story! Ay, ay, thoſe 


A A (a 6A K * 


him! I warrant he hath many more Baſtards to 


© -an{wer for, if the I'ruth was known. One 
Comfort is, they will be all known where he is 


a going now. «. The Servants will find ſome 
& Token to remember me by.” Thoſe were the 
very Words; J ſhall: never forget them, if I. 


remember you for huddling me among the Ser- 


not Clothes to his Back when he came hither 


Though he hath lived here theſe many .Years; 
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Devil ſhall wait upon ſuch Gentlemen for me.” 


Much more of the-like Kind ſhe muttered to her- 


ſelf; but this Taſte ſhall ſuffice to the Reader. 


Neither Thwackum nor Square were much better 
ſatisfied with their Legacies. Though they 
| breathed not their Reſentment ſo loud, yet from 


the Diſcontent which appeared in their Counte- 


nances, as well as from the following Dialogue, 


we collect that no great Pleaſure reigned i in therr 


Minds. 


About an Hour after they had left the Sick- 
Room, Square met Thwackum in the Hall, and 
accoſted him thus: Well, Sir, have you heard ö 


* any News of your F riend. fince we - parted 


from him?” If you mean Mr, Allvorthy,” an- 


IN 6 | ſwered 


Family to a miſ-begotten Child. Found in hi 5 


that hide, know where to find. Lord, forgivæ 


was to live a thouſand Years. . Ay, ay, I mall ? 
vants. One would have thought he might have - 
mentioned my Name as well as that of Square; . 
but he is a Gentleman forſooth, though he. had 
firſt. Marry come up with ſuch Gentlemen! 


J don't believe there is arrow Servant in ts 
Houſe ever ſaw the Colour of his Money. The 
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ſwered Thwackum, I think you might rather 
give him the Appellation of your Friend: For 
« he ſeems to me to have deſerved that Title. 
* The Title is as good on your Side,“ replied 
Square, for his Bounty, ſuch as it is, hath been 
equal to both.” I ſhould not have mentioned 
It firſt,? cries Thrrachum, but ſince you begin, 
I mutt inform you | am of a different Opinion. 
There is a wide Diſtinction between voluntary 
nnd Rewards. The Duty I have done 
in his Family, and the Care I have taken in 
the Education of his two Boys, are Services 
for which ſome Men might bave expected a great- 
er Return. I would not have you imagine I am 
therefore diſſatisfied ; for St, Paul hath taught 
me to be content with the little I have, Had 
the Meodicum been leſs, I ſhould have known 
my Duty. But though the Scripture obliges 
me to remain contented, it doth not enjoin me 
to ſhut my Eyes to my own Merit, nor reftrain 
me from ſeeing, when I am injured by an un- 
juſt Compariſon,” „Since you provoke me,” 
returned Square, that Injury is done to me: 
Nor did J ever imagine Mr, Alſworihy had held 
my Friendſhip fo light, as to put me in Balance 
with one who received his Wages: I know to 
what it is owing; it proceeds from thoſe nar- 
row Principle, which vou have been fo long 
endeavouring to infuſe into him, in Contempr 
of every Thing which is great and noble. The 
Beany and Lovelineſs of Friencthip is too 
ſtrong for dim Eyes, nor can it be perceived by 
any other Medium, than that unerring Rule 
of Right, which you have ſo often endeavoured 
d ridic ule, that you have perverted my Friend's 
Underſtanding,” I with, cies Thiv ackunts 
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your damnable Doctrines have not perverted 
his Faith, It is to this I impute his preſent 
Behaviour fo unbecoming a Chriſtian. Who 
but an Atheiſt could think of lea: ing the World 
veithout having firſt made made up his Account ? 
without confc fins his vins, and receiving that 
Abſolution which he knew he had one in the 
Houſe duly authoriſed to give him? He will 
feel the Want of theſe Neceſſaries when it is 
too late, When he is arrived at that Place 
where there is Walling and Gnaſhing of teeth ; 
it is then he will find in what mighty Stead 
that Heathen Goddeſs, that Virtue, which you 
and all other Deiſts of the Age adore, will 
ſtand him. He will then funumon his Prieſt 
when there is none to be found, and will la— 
ment the Want of that Abſolution, without 
which no Sinner can be ſafe,” If it be fo 
material,” ſays Square, * Why don't you pre- 
ſent it him of your own Accord?“ It hath 
no Virtue,* cries Thwackum, © but to theſe 
who have ſufficient Grace to require it, But 
why do I talk thus to a Heathen and an 
Unbeliever? It is you who have taucht him this 
Leflon, for which you have been well rewarded 


in this World, as I doubt not your Diſciple Will 


ſoon be in the other.“ I know not what you 
mean by Reward,” ſaid Square, * but if you 
hint at that pitiful Memorial of our Friendihip. 
which he hath thought ht to bequeath me, I 
deſpiſe it; and nothing but the unfortunate Si- 
tuation of my Circumſtances thould prevail on 
me to accept it,” 
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The Phyſician now arrived, and began to en- 
quire of the two Diſputants, How wwe all did 
above Stairs? In a miſerable Way,” anſwered 
Thwackum. * It is no more than I expected, 
cries the Doctor: But pray what Symptoms 
have appeared fince I left you?? No good 
6 ones, I am afraid,” replied Thwackum, alter 
< what paſſed at our Departure, I think there were 
6 little Hopes.“ The bodily Phyſician, perhaps, 
miſunderſtood the Curer of Souls, and before they 
came to-an Explanation, Mr. B/fil came to them 


with a moſt melancholy Countenance, and ac- 


quainted them, that he brought ſad News: For 
that his Mother was dead at Saliſbury, That (he 
had been ſeized on the Road home with the Gout 
in her Head and Stomach,. which. had carried her 
off in a few Hours. Good-Jack-a day, ſays 
the Doctor, One cannot anſwer for Events; 
© but I wiſh I had been at Hand to have been 
called in. The Gout is a Diſtemper which it 
is difficult to treat; yet I have been remarkab] 

« ſucceſsful in it.“ Thwackuwm and Square both 
condoled with Mr. Bi for the Loſs of his Mo- 
ther, which the one adviſed him to bear like a. 


Man, and the other like a Chriſtian, The young 


Gentleman ſaid, He knew very well we were all. 
mortal, and he would endeavour to ſubmit to bis 
Loſs, as well as he could. That he could not, 
however, help complaining a little againſt the pe- 
culiar Severity of his. Fate, which brought the 
News of ſo great a Calamity to him by Surprize, 
and that at a Time when he hourly expected the 
ſevereſt Blow he was capable of feeling from the 
Malice of Fortune. He ſaid, the preſent Occa- 
ſion would put to the Teſt thoſe excellent Rudi-: 


ments, which he had learnt from Mr, Thwackwum 


and 
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and Mr, Suare, and it would be entirely owin 
to them, if he was enabled to ſurvive ſuch Miſ- 
fortunes, 1 | 

It was now debated whether Mr. Allworthy 
ſhould be informed of the Death of his Siſter : 
This the Doctor violently oppoſed ; in which, I 
believe, the whole College will agree with him : 
But Mr. Blifil ſaid, he had received ſuch poſitive 
and repeated Orders from his Uncle, never to 
keep any Secret from him, for Fear of the Diſ- 
quietude which it might give him, that he durſt 
not think of Diſobedience, whatever might be 
the Conſequence. He ſaid, for his Part, conſi- 
dering the religious and philoſophic Temper of 
his Uncle, he could not agree with the Doctor in 
his Apprehenſions. He was there fore refolved to 
communicate it to him : For if his Uncle reco- 
vered, (as he heartily prayed he might) he knew 
he would never forgive an Endeavour to keep a 
Secret of this Kind from him. 

The Phyſician was forced to ſubmit to theſe 
Reſolutions, which the two other learned Gen- 
tlemen very highly commended. »o together 
moved Mr. Blifil and the Doctor towards the 
Sick-Room; where the Phyſician firſt entered, 
and approached the Bed, in order to feel his Pa- 
tient's Pulſe, which he had no ſooner done, than 
he declared he was much better; that the laſt 
Application had ſucceeded to a Miracle, and had 
brought the Fever to intermit : So that, he ſaid, 
there appeared now to be as little Danger, as he 
had before apprehended there were Hopes. 

To ſay the Truth, Mr. Allworthy's Situation 
had never been ſo bad, as the great Caution of 
the Doctor had repreſented it: But as a wiſe Ge- 


neral never deſpiſes his Enemy, however W 
is 
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his Force may be, ſo neither doth a wife Phy- 
ſician ever deſpiſe a Diſtemper, however incon- 
ſiderable. As the former preſerves the ſame ſtiict 
Diſcipline, places the ſame Guards, and employs 
the ſame Scouts, though the Enemy be never lo 
weak ; ſo the Jatter maintains the ſame Gravit 

of nance, and {nakes his Head with the 
ſame ſignificant Air, let the Diſtemper be never 
ſo trifling. And both, among many other good 
ones, may aſlign this fold Reaſon for their Con- 
duct, that by theſe Means the greater Glory re- 
dounds to them, if they gain the Victory, and the 
leſs Diſgrace, if by any unlucky Accident they 
ſhould happen to be congucred. 

Mr, Allworthy had no ſooner lifted up his 
Eyes, and thanked Heaven for theſe Ropes of his 
Recovery, than Mr. B/, drew near, with a 
very dejected Aſpect, and having applied his 
Handkeichicf to his Eye, either to wipe away his 


Tears, or as Ovid ſomewhere expreſtes himſelf 
on another Occalion, 


Si nul/us erit, tamen excute till luin. 
If there be none, wipe away that none.” 


he communicated to his Uncle what the Reader 
hath been juſt beiore acquainted with, 

Allwerthy received the News with Concern, 
with Patience, and wich Reftznation. He dropt 
a tender Tear, then compoſed his Countenance, 
and at laſt ciied, The Lord's Will be done in 
every Thing. 

He now enquired for the Meſſenger; but Bli— 
Fi told him, it had been impolible to detain him 
a Moment; for he appeared by the great —_ 


r 
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he was in to have ſome Buſineſs of Importance on 
his Hands: That he complained of being hur- 
ried, and driven and torn out of his Life, and 
repeated many Times, that if he could divide bim- 


ſelf into four Quarters, he knew how to diipoie 


of every one. 

Allw:rthy then defired Blifil to take Carve of the 
Funeral. He ſaid, he would have his Siſter de- 
poſited in his own Chapel; and as to the Particu— 
lars, he left them to his own Difcretion, only 
mentioning the Perſon whom he would have em- 
ployed on this Occaiton, 


F 


Il. hich, among other Things, may ſerve as a Com- 
ment on that Sayiug of {t.{chines, that DRUNK“ 
ENN HSS SHEWS THE MIND OF A MAN, As A 
Mingove REFLECTS HIS PERSON. 


THE Reader may, perhaps, wonder at hear- 
ing nothing of Mr. Jones in the laſt Chap- 
ter. In Fact, his Behaviour was ſo different from 
that of the Perſons there mentioned, that we 
choſe not (o confound his Name with theirs. 
When the good Man had ended his pech, 
Zones was the laſt who deſerted the Room. Thence 
he retired to his own Apartme nt, to; :ive Vent to 
his Concern ; but the Reftiefineſs of his Atind 
would not ſuffer him to remain long there; ; he 
ſ\:pped foftly, therefore, to _ berthy's Chamber- 


Door, where he liſtened a gonfiderable Time, 
_ without hearing any Find of Notion within, un— 


leſs a violent Snoring, which at laſt his Fears 
ilfreprefented as Cicada. This fo alarmed him, 
that he could not forbear entering the Room; 
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where he found the good Man in the Bed, in a 
ſweet compoſed Sleep, and his Nurſe ſnoring in 
the above-mentioned hearty Manner, at the Bed's 
Feet. He immediately took the only Method of 
filencing this Thorough-Baſs, whoſe Muſic he 
feared might diſturb Mr. Aikvorthy ; and then ſit- 
ting down by the Nurſe, he remained motionleſs 
till Blifl and the Doctor came in together, and 
waked the ſick Man, in order that the Doctor 
might fee] his Pulſe, and that the other might 
communicate to him that Piece of News, which, 


had Jones been apprized of it, would have had. 
great Difficulty of finding its Way to Mr. Al- 


wworthy's Ear at ſuch a Seaſon. 


When he füirſt heard Blifil tell his Uncle this 


Story, Jones could hardly contain the Wrath 
Which kindled in him at the other's Indiſcretion, 


eſpecially as the Doctor ſhook his Head, and de- 
clared his Unwillingneſs to have the Matter men- 
tioned to his Patient. But as his Paſſion did not 
ſo far deprive him of all Uſe of his Underſtand- 
Ing, as to hide from him the Conſequences which 
any violent Expreſſions towards Bl:fil might have 
on the Sick, this Apprehenſion ſtilled his Rage, 
at the preſent ; and he grew afterwards ſo ſatisfied 
with finding that this News had, in Fact, pro- 
duced no Miſchief, that he ſuſfered his Anger to 
die in his own Boſom, without ever mentioning 
it to Blifl, N 
The Phyſician dined that Day at Mr. Allwor- 
thy's; and having after Dinner viſited his Patient, 
he returned to the Company, and told them, that 
he had now the Satisfaction to ſay, with Aſſu- 
rance, that his Patient was out of all Danger: 
That he had brought his Fever to a perfect Inter- 
; millio, 
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miſſion, and doubted not by throwing in the 
Bark to prevent its Return. 

This Account fo pleaſed Jones, and threw him 
into fuch immoderate Exceſs of Rapture, that he 
might be truly ſaid to be drunk with Joy. An 
Intoxication which greatly forwards the Effects of 
Wine; and as he was very free too with the Bot- 
tle on this Occaſion, (for he drank many Bum- 
pers to the Doctor's Health, as well as to other 
Toaſts) he became very ſoon literally drunk. 
| ones had naturally violent animal Spirits: 

Theſe being ſet on float, and augmented by the 
Spirit of Wine, produced moſt extravagant Ef- 
fects, He kill d the Doctor, and embraced him 
with the moſt paſſionate Endearments; ſwearing 
that, next to Mr, Alliborihy himſelf, he loved 
bim of all Men living. Doctor, added he, 
you deſerve a Statue to be erected to you at the 
* public Expence, for having preſerved a Man, 
* who is not only the Darling of all good Men 
* who know him, but a Bleſſing to Society, the 
© Glory of his Country, and an Honour to Hu- 
man Nature, D—n me if I don't love him 
© better than my own Soul.” 

© More Shame for you,” cries Thwackum z 
e though I think you have Reaſon to love him, 
© for he hath provided very well for you. And, 
« perhaps, it might have been bettcr for ſome 
Folks, that he had not lived to ſee juſt Reaſon 
of revoking his Gift.“ | 

Jones now, looking on Thwackum with incon- 
ceivable Diſdain, anſwered, And doth thy mean 
Soul imagine, that any ſuch Conſiderations 
could weigh with me? No, let the Earth open, 
and ſwallow her own Dirt, (if I had Millions of 

| | Acres, 
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© Acres, I would ſay it) rather than fwallow up 


my dear glorious Friend.“ 


Duis Deſideris fit Piaf aut modus 
Tam chai Capitis * © 


The Doctor now interpoled, and prevented the 
Effects of a Wrath which was kindling between 
Fones and Thmachuu; after which the former 
gave a Looſe to Mirth, ſang two or three amo- 
rous Songs, and fell into every frantic Diſorder 
which unbridled Joy is apt to inſpire 3 but ſo far 
was he from any Diſpoſition to quarrel, that he 
was ten times better humoured, if poſſible, than 
when he was ſober. 

To ſay Truth, nothing is more erroncous 
than the common Obſervation, That Men who 
are ill-natured and quarreiſome when they are 
drunk, are very worthy Perſons when they are 
ſober : For Drink, in reality, doth not reverſe 
Nature, or create Paſſions in Men, which did not. 
exiſt in them before, It takes away the Guard 
of Reaſon, and conſequently forces us to produce 
thoſe Symptoms, which many, when ſober, have 
Art enough to conceal, It heightens and inflames 

our Paſſions, (generally indeed that Paſſion which 


is uppermoſt in our Mind) ſo that the angry 


Temper, the amo: "OUS, the 1 the good- 
humoured, the avaricious, and all other Diſpoſi— 
tions of Men, are in their Cups heightened and 
expoſed. 


* © What Modeſty or Meaſure can ſet Bounds to cur Neſre 
© of ſo dear a Friend!” The Wong Dif inm hete cannot be 
cally tranſlated. It includes our DPclire of enjoying our Friend 
again, and the Grief which aitends that D Dehre. 

And 
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And yet as no Nation produces fo many dtunk— 
cn Quarrels, eſpecially among the lower People, 
as England ; (tor, indeed, with them, to drink and 
to fight together, are W ſynony mous Terms) 
] would not, methinks, have it thence conclud— 
cd, that the Eygliſb are the worſt-natured People 
alive. Perhaps the Love of Glory only is at the 

zottom of this; ſo that the fair Concluſion ſeems 
to be, that our Countrymen have more of that 
Love, and more of Bravery, than any other Ple— 
beians. And this the rather, as there is ſeldom 
any Thing ungenerous, unfair, or ill-natured, ex- 
erciſed on thoſe Occaſions : Jay, it is common 
for the Combatants to expreſs Good- will for . 
other, even at the Time of the Conflict; and a 
their drunken Mirth generally ends in a Battle, fo 
do mofl of their Battles end in F riendſhip. 

But to return to our Hiſtory. Though Jones 
had ſhewn no Deſign of giving Offence, yet Mr. 
Bifi was highly offinded 2 at a Behaviour which 
was ſo incoukiſtent. with the ſober and prudent 
Reſerve of his own Femper, He bore ittoo 
with the greater Imp: tience, as it appeared to 
him very indecent at this Scaſon; * When,” as 
he ſaid, the Houfe was a Houſe of Mourning, 
on the Account of his dear Mother; and if it 
had plea'ed He aven to 1.c them fume Profpect 
of Mr. Aiworthy's Recover; y, it would become 
them better to cpr. eſs the Exultations of their 
Hearts in Thank oiving, than in Drunkennefs 
and Riots; which were properer Methods to 
encreaſe the Divine Wrath, than to avert it.? 
ThWwaciums v ho had ſwallowed more Liquor than 
Tones, but without any ill Efect on his Brain, 
ſeconded the pious Harangue of PH: but Square, 
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for Reaſons which the Reader may probably gueſs, 
was totally ſilent. 

Wine had not ſo totally overpowered ones, as 
to prevent his recollecting Mr. Blifil's Loſs, the 
Moment it was mentioned. As no Perſon, there- 
fore, was more ready to confeſs and condemn 
his own Errors, he offered to ſhake Mr. Blifil by 
the Hand, and begged his Pardon, ſaying, * His 
© exceſſive Joy for Mr. Allwerthy's Recovery had 
© driven every other Thought out of his Mind.' 

Blifil ſcornfully rejected his Hand; and, with 
much Indignation, anſwered, It was little to 
< be wondered at, if tragical Spectacles made no 
< Impreſſion on the Blind; but, for his Part, he 
< had the Misfortune to know who his Parents 
were, and conſequently muſt be affected with 


c their Loſs.” 


Jones, who, notwithſtanding his good Humour, 
had ſome Mixture of the Iraſcible in his Conſtitu- 
tion, Jeaped haſtily from his Chair, and catching 
hold of Blifi's Collar, cried out, Dun you 
for a Raſcal! Do you inſult me with the Misfor- 
tune of my Birth? He accompanied theſe. 
Words with ſuch rough Actions, that they ſoon 
got the better of Mr, Blifil's peaceful Temper ; 
and a Scuffle immediately enſued, which might 


have produced Miſchief, had it not been prevented 


by the Interpolition of Thwackum and the Phy- 
cian ; for the Philoſophy of Square rendered him 
ſuperior to all Emotions, and he very calmly 
ſmoaked his Pipe, as was his Cuſtom in all Broils, 
unleſs when he apprehended ſome Danger of hav- 
ing it broke in his Mouth. 

he Combatants being now prevented from 
executing preſent Vengeance on each other, be- 


took themſelves to the common Reſources of diſ- 
appointed 
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appointed Rage, and vented their Wrath in 
Threats and Defiance. In this Kind of Conflict, 
Fortune, which, in the perſonal Attack, ſeemed ta 
incline to 2 was now altogether as favour- 
able to his Enemy. | 

A Truce, nevertheleſs, was at length agreed 
on, by the Mediation of the neutral Parties, and 
the whole Company again ſat down at the Table; 
where Jones being prevailed on to aſk Pardon, 
and Blifil to give it, Peace was reſtored, and every 
Thing ſeemed in Statu uo. 

But though the Quarrel was, in all Appearance, 
perfectly reconciled, the Good- humour which 
had been interrupted by it, was by no Means 
reſtored. All Merriment was now at an End, 
and the ſubſequent Diſcourſe confiſted only of 
grave Relations of Matters of Fact, and of as 
grave Obſervations upon them. A Species of Con- 
verſation, in which, though there is much of 
Dignity and Inſtruction, there is but little En- 
tertainment, As we preſume, therefore, only to 
convey this laſt to the Reader, we ſhall paſs by 
whatever was ſaid, till the Reſt of the Company, 
having, by Degrees, dropped off, left Square and 
the Phyſician only together ; at which Time the 
Converſation was a little heightened by ſome 
Comments on what had happened between the 
two young Gentlemen ; both of whom the Doctor 
declared to be no better than Scoundrels; to 
which Appellation the Philoſopher, very faga- 
ciouſly ſhaking his Head, agreed. 


The HISTORY? H Book V. 


S 
Sheawirg the Truth of many Olſervaiizns of Ovid, 


and "of other more grave I[riters, who Sov; 
proved beyond Contradiction, that Fine is often 
the Fere-runner of [ncontinency, 


ONES retired from the Company, in which 

we have feen him engaged, into the Fields, 
where he intended to coo} himfelf by a Walk in 
the open Air, before he attended Mr. Ailwortry. 
There, whilſt he renewed thoſe Meditations on 
his dear Sephia, which the dangerous Illncis of 
his Friend and Beneiactor had for fome Time in- 
terrupted, an Accident happened, which with 
Sorrow we relate, and with Sorrow, doubtleſs, 
will it be read; however, that hiſtoric Truth to 
which we profeſs io inviolable an Attachment, 
Obliges us to communicate it to Poſterity. 

It was now a pleasant Evening in the latter 
End of June, When our Hero was w. king in a 
moſt au Grove, where the gentle Breezes 
fanning the Leav es, to2ct ther with the ſwect Tril- 
ling of a murmuring » Stream, and the melodious 
Notes of Nichting: * formed all together the 
moſt enchantins Caray þ in this Scene, o 
tweetly accommodated to Love, he meditatcd on 
his dear Shui. While his wanton Fancy roved 
Id over all her Beauties, and his lively 
Imagination painted the charming Maid in vario::s 
ravithing Forms, his warm Heart melted with 
Tenderneſs, any at length throwing himielt on 
the Ground, by the s vide of a gently murmuring 
Brock, ha broke forth into the following Ejacu- 
lat: 


« © 
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* O Sophia, would Heaven give thee to my 
Arms, how bleſt would be my Condition! 
< Curſt be that Fortune which ſets a Diſtance 
between us. Was I but poſſeſſed of thee, one 
only Suit of Rags thy whole Eitate, is there a 
Man on Earth whom I would envy | How con- 
« temptible would the brighteſt Circaſſian Beauty, 
dreſt in all the Jewels of the Indies, appear to 
my Eyes! But why do I mention another Wo- 
man? Could I think my eyes capable of look- 
ing at any other with Tenderneſs, theſe Hands 
© ſhould tear them from my Head. No, my So- 
« phia, if cruel Fortune ſeparates us for ever, my 
Soul ſhall doat on thee alone. The chaſteit 
* Conftancy will I ever preſerve to thy Image, 
© Though I ſhould never have Poſſeſſion of thy 
charming Perſon, {till ſhalt thou alone have 
« Poſſeſſion of my Thoughts, my Love, my Soul, 
* Oh! my fond Heart is ſo wrapt in that tender 
< Boſom, that the brighteſt Beauties would for 
© me have no Charms, nor would a Hermit be 
« colder in their Embraces. Sophia, Sophia alone 
«* ſhall be mine. What Raptures are in that 
Name! I will engrave it on every Tree.” 

At theſe Words he ſtarted up, and beheld not 
his Sophia no, nor a Circaſſian Maid richly and 
elegantly attired for the Grand Signior's Seraglio. 
No; without a Gown, in a Shift that was ſome- 
what of the coarſeſt, and none of the cleaneſt, 
bedewed likewiſe with ſome odoriferous Effluvia, 
the Produce of the Day's Labour, with a Pitch- 
fork in her Hand, A7ly Seagrim approached, 
Our Hero had his Pen-knife in his tHl.ind, which 
he had drawn for the before- mentioned Pir te, 
of carving on the Bark; when the Girl coming 
near him, cry'd out with a Smile, You don't 

Voi. OF - CE intend 
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* intend to kill me, Squire, I hope!“ Why 
* ſhould you think I would kill you?” anſwered 
Jones. Nay,” replied ſhe, after your cruel 
* Uſage of me when I ſaw you laſt, killing me 
© would, perhaps, be too great Kindneſs for me 
to expect.” 

Here enſued a Parley, which, as I do not think 
myſelf obliged to relate it, I ſhall omit. It is ſuf- 
ficient that it Jaſted a full Quarter of an Hour, at 
the Concluſion of which they retired into the 
thickeſt Part of the Grove. 

Some of my Readers may be inclined to think 
this Event unnatural. However, the Fact is true; 

and, perhaps, may be ſufficiently accounted for, 
by ſuggeiting, that ones probably thought one 
Woman better than none, and Molly as probably 
imagined two Men to be better than one. Be- 
ſides the beforc-mentioned Motive affigned to the 
preſent Behaviour of Jones, the Render will be 
likewiſe pleaſed to iccolle&t in his Favour, that he 
was not at this ''tme perfect Maſter of that won- 
derful Power of Reaſon, which ſo well enables 
grave and wife Men to ſubdue their unruly Paſ- 
ſions, and to decline any of theſe prohibited Amuſe- 
ments. Wine now had totally ſubdued. this 
Power in foes. He was, indced, in a Condi- 
tion, in which if Reaſon had interpoſed, though 
only to adviſe, ſhe might have received the. An- 
wer which one Cleeftratus gave many Years ago 
to a ſilly Fellow, who aſked him, If he was not 
aſhamed to be drunk? „Are not you, 'faid Cles- 
firatus, © aſhamed to admoniſh a drunken Man' 
To ſay the Truth, in a Court of Juſtice, 
Drunkenneis muſt not be an Excuſe, yet in a 

Court of Conſcience it is greatly ſo; and there 
fore Ariſlet e, who commends the Laws of Pitia- 
| Q 4, 
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cus, by which drunken Men received double Pu— 
niſhment for their Crimes, allows there is more of 
Policy than Juſtice in that Law. Now, if there 
are any Tranſgreſſions pardonable from Drunken - 
neſs, they are certainly ſuch as Mr. Janes was at 
preſent guilty of; on which Head I could pour 
forth a vaſt Profufion of Learning, if I imagined 
it would either entertain my Reader, or teach him 
any Thing more than he knows already. For his 
Sake, therefore, I ſhall keep my Learning to my- 
ſelf, and return to my Hiſtory. 

It hath been obſerved, that Fortune ſeldom doth 
Things by Halves. To ſay Truth, there is no 
End to her Freaks whenever ſhe 1s diſpoſed to 
gratify or diſpleaſe. No ſooner had dur Hero re- 
tired with his Dido, but 


Sheluncam Blifil, Dux & Divinus eand:m 


Deveniunt, 


the Parſon and the young Squire, who were tak- 
ing a ſerious Walk, arrived at the Stile which 
leads into the Grove, and the Jatter caught a 
View of the Lovers, juſt as they were ſinking 
out of Sight. 

Blifil knew Jones very well, though he was at 
above a hundred Yards Diftance e, and he was as 
poſitive to the Sex of his Companion, though not 
to the individual Perion, He ſtarted, ble >f:d him- 
ſelf, and uttered a very ſolemn Ejaculation. 

Thwackum expreſſed ſome Surprize at theſe ſud- 
den Emotions, and aſked the Reaſon of them. 
To which Bliſl anſwered, He was certain he 
had ſeen a Fellow and a Wench retire together 
among the Buſhes, which he doubted not was 
© with ſome wicked Purpole,* As to the Name 

CF:'2 of 
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of Jones, he thought proper to conceal it, and why 
he did ſo, muſt be left to the Judgment of the 
ſagacious Reader: For we never chuſe to aſſign 
Motives to the Actions of Men, when there is 
any Poſſibility of our being miſtaken. 

The Parſon, who was not only ſtrictly-chaſte 
in his own Perſon, but a great Enemy to the op- 
polite Vice in all others, tied at this Information. 
He deſired Mr. Bifi to conduct him immediately 
to the Place, which as he approached, he breathed 
forth Vengeance mixed with Lamentations : nor 
did he refrain from caſting ſome oblique Reflec- 
tions on Mr. Alliborthy; inſinuating that the 


Wickedneſs of the Country was principally ow- 


ing to the Encouragement he had given to Vice, 

by having exerted ſuch Kindneſs to a Baſtard, and 
by having mitigated that juſt and wholeſome Ri- 
gour of the Law, which allots a very ſevere Puniſh- 
ment to looſe Wenches. 

The Way, through which our Hunters were 
to paſs in Purſuit of their Game, was ſo beſet 
with Briars, that it greatly obſtructed their Walk, 

and cauſed, beſides, ſuch a Ruſtling, that Joer 
had "ſufficient Warning of their Arrival, before 
they could ſurprize him ; nay, indecd, 10 inca- 
pable was Thwackum of concealing his Indigna- 


tion, and ſuch Vengeance did he mutter forth 


every Step he took, that this alone muſt have 
abundantly fatisfied Jones, that he was (to uſe the 


Language of Sportſmen) fund ſitting. 
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CHAP: . 


In which a Simile in Mr. Pope's Period of a Mile, 
introduces as bloody a Fatile as can poſſibly be 
fought, without the Aſſulance of Steel or cold 


I on. 


9 in the Seaſon of RUTTING (an uncouth 
Phrafe, by which the Vulgar denote that 
gentle Dalliance, which in the * well-wooded 
Foreſt of Hamphire, paſtes between Lovers of the 
Ferine Kind) if while the lofty ciefted Stag me- 
ditates the amorous Sport, a Couple of Puppies, 
or any other Beaſts of hoſtile Note, ſhould wan- 
der fo near the Temple of Pinus Ferina, thut the- 
fair Hind ſhould ſhrink from the Place, touched 
with that Somewhat, either of Fear or Frolic, of 
Nicety or Skittiſhneſs, with which Nature hath 
bedecked all Females, or hath, at leaſt, inſtruted 
3 how to put it on; leſt, through the Indeli- 
acy of Males, the Samcan Myfteries ſhould be 
1 into by unhallowed Eyes: For at the Celc- 
bration of theſe Rites, the female Prieſteſs cries 
out with her in Hirgil, {who was then, probably n 
hard at Work on ſuch Celebration) 


— Precul, O proc efle, profani ; 
Proclamat V, ates, totogue abiſiſtite Luce. 


a hence be Souls prophane, 
The Siby! cry'd, and from the Grove abſt ain. 
DR&yYDEN. 


* This is an amb'guous Phraſe, and may m an either a Foret 
well cloathed with Wood, or well ſtript of it, 
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f, I ſay, while theſe ſacred Rites, which are 
in common to Gerus eme Awmantium, are in 
Agitation between the Stag and his Miſtreſs, any 
bolt n mould venture too near, on the firſt 
Lint given Dy the fiighted Hind, fierce and tre- 
mendous ruſhes forth the Stag to the Entrance of 
tre Thicket; there ſtands he Centinel over his 
Love, flamps the Ground with his Foot, and with 
his Horns brandiſhed aloft in Air, proudly pro- 
vokes the apprehended Foe to Combat. 

Thus, and more terrible, when he. perceived 
the Enemy's Approach, Icaped forth our Hero. 
Many a Step advanced he forwards, in order to 
concee] te trembling Hind, and, if poſſible, to 
jecure her etreat, And now 7hwackum having 
brit darted ſome Jivid Lightning from his fiery 
Vyes, began to thunder forth, © Fie upon it! Fie 
pon it! Mr. Jones, Is it poſhble you ſhould 

* be the Perſon + You ſee,” anſwered Jones, 
* it is poſſible I ſnhould be heis,? And who,” 
faid Thwackum, is that wicked Slut with you ?” 
© If I have any wicked Slut with me,“ cries Joes, 
< it is poſſible I ſhall not let you know who ſhe 
is.“ I command you to tell me immediately, 
tays Thwackum, and I would not have you ima- 
< tine, young Man, that your Age, though it 
© hath ſomewhat abridged the Purpoſe of Tuition, 
«* hath totally taken away the Authority of the 
« Maſter. The Relation of the Maſter * Scho- 
lar is indelible, as, indeed, all other Relations 
are: For they all derive their Original from Hea- 
< ven, I would have you think yourſelf, there- 
© fore, as much obliged to obey me now, as when 
taught you your firſt Rudimen's,” I believe 
you would,” cries nes, but that will not 


happen, unleſs you had the ſame irchen Ar- 
* gUMmen: 
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« cument to convince me.“ © Then I muſt tell 
you plainly,” ſaid Thwackum, I] am reſolved 
to diſcover the wicked Wretch.“ + And I mutt 
* te]] you plainly,” returned 7Zznes, ] am reſolved 
you ſhall not.“ Thiwackum then offered to ad- 
Lance, and Jones laid hold of his Arms; which 
Mr. PI ſil endeavoured to reſcue, declaring © he 
would not ſee his old Maſter inſulted.” 

Jones now finding himſelf engaged with two, 
thought it neceſſary to rid himſelf of one of his 
Antagonifts 2s ſoon as poflible. He, therefore, 
applicd to ihe weakeſt fiift ; and letting the Parfon 
go, he directed a Bjow at the young; Squire's 
Breaſt, which luck! y taking Place, rec uced him 
to meaſure his Length on the Ground. 

Thwackum was fo intent on the 3 that 
the Moment he found hunicit at Liberty, he flept 
forw.rd directly into the Fern, without ar y great 
Confideraticn of what might, in the mcan Time, 
beſai} his Friend; but he had advanccd a very few 
Paces into the Thicket before 7ores having de- 
teated Bliſil, overtook the Parſon, and dragged 
him backward by the Skirt of his Coat. 

Tbis Parſon had been a Champion in his 
Youth, and had won much Honour by his Fiſt, 
both at School and at the Univerſity. He had 
now, indeed, for a great Number of Years, de- 
clined the Practice of that noble Art; yet was his 
Courage full as ſtrong as his Faith, and his Body 
no leſs ſtrong than either. He was moreover, 
as the Reader may, perhaps, have conceived, 
ſomewhat iraſcible in his Nature. When he 
looked back, therefore, and ſaw his Friend ftretch- 
cd out on the Ground, and found himſelf at the 
ſame Time fo roughly handled by one who had for- 
merly been only paſſive in all Confligs. between 

C4. them, 
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them, (a Circumſtance which highly aggravated 
the whole) his Patience at length gave Way; he 
threw himſeif into a Poſture of Otrence, and col - 
lecting all his Force, attacked Jones in the Front, 
with as much In.petuolity as he had formerly 
attacked him in the Rear. 

Our Hero received the Enemy's Attack with 
the molt undaunted Intrepidity, and his Boſom 
161 unded with the Blow, This he preſently re- 
tu ned with no Jefs Violence, aiming likewiſe at 
the Parſun's Breaſt; but he dextrouſly drove 
down the Fiſt of Jones, ſo that it reached only 
his Belly, where two Pounds of Beef and as 
many of Pudding were then depolited, end 
wWhence. conſequently no hollow Sound could pro- 
ceed. Many luſty Blows, much more pleaſant 
2s well as caly to have ſeen, than to read or de- 
ſcribe, were given on both Sides; at laſt a vio- 
lent Fall in Whi h Fencs had thrown his Knees 
into Thw c&:m's Breaſt, ſo weakened the latter, 
that Victory had becn no longer dubious, had not 
Blijl, who had now recovered his Strengih, again 
ren- wed the Fight, and, by engaging with Jenes, 
given the Parſon a Moment's Time to ſhake his 
Eos and to regain his Breath, | 

And now both together attacked our Hero, 
whoſe Blows did not retain that Force with which 
they had fallen at firſt; fo weakened was he by 
is Combat with Thweckum : For though the Pe- 
dagogue choce rather to play Scios on the human 
Invrument, and had been lately uied to thoite 
anly, yet he ſtill retained enough of his ancient 
Knowledge to perform his Part very well in a 
Duet. 

Tae. V ory, according to modern Cuſtom, 


was like to be decided by Numbers, when, on. 2 
ſudden, 
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ſudden, a fourth Pair of Fiſts appeared in the 
Battle, and immediately paid their Compliments 
to the Parſon; the Owner of them, at the 
ſame Fime, crying out, * Are not you aſhamed, 
and be d—n'd to you, to fall two of you upon 
© one ?” | 

The Battle, which was of the Kind, that for 
Diſtinction's Soke is called RoyaL, now raged 
with the utmoſt Violence during a few Minutes; 
wil Blifl being a ſecond Time laid ſprawling by 
Jones, Thwackum condeſcended to apply for Quar- 
ter to his new Antagoniſt, who was now found 
to be Mr, Meſtern himſelf: For in the Heat of 
the Action none of the Combatants had recog- 
nized him. | 

In Fact, that honeſt Squire, happening in his 
Afternoon's Walk with ſome Company to paſs 
through the Field where the bloody Battle was 
fought, and having concluded from ſeeing three 
Men engaged, that two of them muſt be on a 
Side, he haſtened from his Companions, and 
with more Gallantry than Policy, eſpouſed the 
Cauſe of the weaker Party. By which generous 
Proceeding, he very probably prevented Mr. 
Jones from becoming a Victim to the Wrath of 
Thwackum, and to the pious Friendſhip wich 
B:iji! bore his old Maſter : For beſides the Diſad- 
vantage of ſuch Odds, Jones had not yet ſuffi- 
cien ly recovered the former Strength of his broken 
Arm. This Reinforcement, however, ſoon put 
an End to the Action, and Jones with his Ally 
obtained the Victory. 
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CHAP. XII. 


lu which is ſeen a more moving Spectacle, than all 
the Blood in the Bodies of Thwackum and Blifil, 
and of Twenty other ſuch, is catable of pro- 
aucing. 


HE reſt of Mr. J/Yern's Company were 

now come up, being juſt at the Inſtant 
when the Action was over. "Theſe were the 
honeſt Clergyman, whom we have formerly ſeem 
at Mr. Veſtern's Table; Mrs. W/:iftera the Aunt 
- ig ; and laſtly, the lovely S her- 
elf. 

At this Time, the following was the Aſpect of 
the bloody Field. In one Place Jay on the 
Ground, all pale and almoft breathleſs, the van- 
quiſhed Blifl, Near him ſtood the Conqueror 
Jones, almoſt covered with Blood, Part of which 
was naturally his own, and Part had been lately 
the Property of the Reverend Mr. Thwackum. 
In a third Place ſtood the ſaid Thwackum, like- 
King Porus, ſullenly ſubmitting to the Conqueror. 
The laſt Figure in the Place was /Pe/tern the 
A moſt gloriouſly forbearing the vanquiſhed 

oe. 

Blifil, in whom there was little Sign of Life, 
was at firſt the principal Object of the Concern 
of every one, and particularly of Mrs. J/e/tern, 
who had drawn from her Pocket a Bottle of 
Hartſhorn, and was herſelf about to apply it to- 
his Noſtrils ; when on a ſudden the Attention of 
the whole Company was diverted from poor BIiſil, 
whoſe Spirit, if it had any ſuch. Deſign, me 

Jave 
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have now taken an Opportunity of ſtealing off to 
the other World, without any Ceremony. 

For now a more melancholy as more lovely 
Object lay motionleſs before them. This was no 
other than the charming Sophia herſelf, who, 
from the Sight of Blood, or "from Fear for her 
Father, or from ſome other Reaſon, had fallen 
down in a Swoon, before any one could get to 
her Aſſiſtance. | 

Mrs. Waeſtern firſt ſaw her, and ſcreamed, Im- 
mediately two or three Voices cried out, Mis 
« F/ftern is dead.“ Hartſhern, Water, every Re- 
medy, were called for, almoſt at one and the ſame 
Inſtant. 

The Reader may remember, that in our De- 
ſcription of this Grove, we mentioned a murmur- 
ing Brook, which Brook did not come there, as 
ſuch gentle Streams flow through vulgar Ro- 
mances, with no other Purpoſe than to murmur. 
No; Fortune had decreed to ennoble this little 
Brook with a higher Honour than any of thoſe 
which waſh the Plains of Arcadia, ever deſerved. 

Jones was rubbing Blifil's Temples: For he 
began to fear he pad given him a Blow too much, 
when the Words, Miſs Litern and Death refed 
at once on his Ear. He ſtarted up, left Bi to 
his Fate, and flew to Saßbia, whom, while all 
the reſt were running againſt each other back- 
ward and forward looking for Water in the dry 
Paths, he caught up in his Arms, and then ran 
away with her over the Field to the Rivulet 
above-mentioned ; where, plunging himſelf into 
the Water, he contrived to beſprinkle her Face, 
Head, and Neck very plentifully, 


Happy 
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Happy was it for Sophia, that the ſame Con- 
fuſion which prevented her other Friends from 
terving her, prevented them likewiſe from ob— 
ſtructing Jones. He had carried her half way 
before they knew what he was doing, and he had 
actually reftored her to Life before they reached 
the Water-ſide : She ſtretched out her Arms, 
opened her Eyes, and cried, Oh, Heavens !' 
Juſt as her Father, Aunt, and the Parſon came 
up. | 

Jones, who had hitherto held this lovely Bur- 
then in his Arms, now relinquiſhed his Hold; 
but gave her at the ſame Inſtant a tender Carels, 
which, had her Senſes been then perſcétly re- 
ſtored, could not have eſcaped her Obſervation, - 
As ſhe expreſled, therefore, no Diſpleaſure at this 
Freedom, we ſuppoſe ſhe was not ſufficiently re- 
covered from her Swoon at the Time. 

This tragical Scene was now converted into a 
tudden Scene of Joy. In this, our Hero was, 
moſt certainly, the principal CharaQter : For as 
he probably felt more extatic Delight in having 
ſaved Sophia, than ſhe herfelf received from being 
ſaved ; ſo neither were the Congratulations paid 
to her equal to what were conferred on Jones, 
eſpecially by Mr. Veſtern himſelf, who, after 
having once or twice embraccd his Daughter, fell 
to hugging and kiſſing Jones. He called him the 
Preſerver of Sophia, and declared there was no- 
thing, except her, or his Eſtate, which he would 
not give him; but upon Recollection, he after- 
wards excepted his Fox-hounds, the Chevalier, 
and Miſs Shuch, (for fo he called his favourite 
Mare. ) 

All Fears for Saphia being now removed, Jones 
became the Object of the Squite's Conſideration. 

Come, 
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Come, my Lad,“ ſays Meſtern, © D'off thy Quoat, 
and waſh thy Fades For att in a deviliſh Pickle, 
J promiſe thee. Come, come, waſh thyſelf, 
and /hat go Huome with me; and we'l zee to vind 
thee another Quoat. 
Fones immediately complied, threw off his 
Coat, went down to the Water, and waſhed both 
his Face and Boſom; for the latter was as much 
expoſed, and as bloody as the former: But tho” 
the Water could clear off the Blood, it could not 
remove the black and blue Marks which Thwac- 
rum had imprinted on both his Face and Breaſt, 
and which, being diſcerned. by Sophia, drew from 
her a Sigh, and a Look full oi inexpretivic Ten- 
derneſs. 

eg received this full in his Eyes, and it had 
infinitely a ſtronger Effect on him than all the 
Contuſions which he had received before. An 
Effect, however, widely different; for ſo ſoft and 
balmy was it, that, had all his former Blows been 
Stabs, it would for ſome Minutes have prevented 
his feeling their Smart, 

The Company now moved backwards, and 

ſoon arrived where Thwackum had got Mr. Blifil 


„„ 


again on his Legs. Here we cannot ſuppreſs a 


pious Wiſh, that all Quarrels were to be decided 
by thoſe Weapons only, with which Nature, 
knowing what is proper for us, hath ſupplied us; 
and that cold Iron was to be uled in digging no 
Bowels, but thoſe of the Earth. Then would 
War, the Paſtime of Monarchs, be almoſt in- 
offenſive, and Battles between great Armies 
might be fought at the particular Deſire of ſeveral 
Ladies of Quality ; 3 who, together with the Kings 
themſelves, might be actual Spectators of the 
Conflict, Then might the Field bh this Moment 


well 
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well ſtrewed with human Carcaſſes, and the next, 
the dead Men, or infinitely the greateſt Part of 
them, might get up, like Mr. Bayes's Troops, 
and march off either at the Sound of a Drum or 
Fiddle, as ſhould be previouſly agreed on. : 
I would avoid, if poſſible, treating this Matter 
Judicrouſly, left grave Men and Politicians, whom 
I know to be offended at a Jeſt, may cry Piſh at 
it; but, in reality, might not a Battle be as well 
decided by the greater Number of broken Heads, 
bloody Noſes, and black Eyes, as by the greater 
Heaps of mangled and murdered human Bodies ? 
Might not Towns be contended for in the ſame 
Manner? Indeed, this may be thought too de- 
trimental a Scheme to the French Intereſt, ſince 
they would thus loſe the Advantage they have 
over other Nations, in the Superiority of their 
Engineers: But when I conſider the Gallantry 
and Generoſity of that People, I am perſuaded 
they would never decline putting themſelves upon 
a Par with their Adverſary ; or, as the Phraſe is, 
mate themſelves his Match. | 
1 But ſuch Reformations are rather to be wiſhed 
1 than hoped for: I ſhall content myſelf, there- 
|! fore, with this ſhort Hint, and return to my 
11 Narrative. | 
I'S IYe/tern began now to enquire into the original 
1 Riſe of this Quarrel. To which neither 3/:#/ 
| nor Jones gave any Anſwer; but Thwackum ſaid 
1 ſurlily, © I believe, the Cauſe is not far off; if 
| © you beat the Buſhes well, you may find her.” 
Find her l' replied Heſtern, what, have you 
< been fighting for a Wench?' + Aft the Gen- 
© tleman in his Waiſtcoat there,“ ſaid Thwackum, 
1 © he beſt knows.“ * Nay then,” cries /Ze/fern, 
1 it is a Wench certainly Ah, Tem, Tom! thou 
© art 
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art a liquoriſh Dog but come, Gentle- 
men, be all Friends, and go home with me, 
and make a final Peace over a Bottle.“ I aſk 
our Pardon, Sir,“ fays Thwackum, it is no 
ſuch ſlight Matter for a Man of my Character 
to be thus injuriouſly treated, and buffeted by 
a Boy; only becauie I would have done m 
Duty in endeavouring to detect and bring to 
Juſtice a wanton Harlot ; but, indeed, the 
principal Fault lies in Mr. Altvorthy and your- 
ſelf: For, if you put the Laws in Execution, 
as you ought to do, you would ſoon rid the 
Country of theſe Vermin.” 

< | would as ſoon rid the Country of Foxes,' cries 
Weftern. think we ought to encourage the 
< recruiting thoſe Numbers which we are every 
Day loſing i in the War: But where is ſhe? 
c Prithee, Tom, ſhew eme.“ He then began to beat 
about, in the fame Language, and in the ſame 
Manner, as if he had been beating for a Hare, 
and at laſt cricd out, Soho! Puls is not far an 
* Here's her Form, upon my Soul; ] believe [ 
may cry le axay.” And indeed fo he might: 
for he had now diſcovered the Place whence the 
poor Gi had, at the Beginning of the Fray, 
ſiolen away, upon as many Feet as a Hare gene- 
rally uſes in travelling, 

Sephia now deſired her Father to return home; 
jaying, ſhe found herſelf very faint, and appre- 
hended a Relapſe. The Squire immediately com- 
plied with his Daughter's Requeit, (for he was 
the fondeit of Parents.) He earneſtly endeavoured 
to prevail with the whole Company to go and ſup 
with him: but Blfl and Towackum Pabſolutely 
reiuſed ; the former ſaying, There were more 
| Reaions 
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Reaſons than he could then mention, why he 
muſt decline this Honour ; and the latter declar- 
ing (perhaps rightly) that it was not proper for a 
Perſon of his Function to be ſeen at any Place in 
his preſent Condition. 
ones was incapable of refuſing the Pleaſure of 
being with his Sophia. So on he marched with 
Squire Meſtern and his Ladies, the Parſon bring- 
ing up the Rear. This had, indeed, offered to 
tarry with his Brother Thwackum, profeſſing, his 
Regard for the Cloth would not permit him to 
depart ; but Thwackum would not accept the Fa- 
vour, and, with no great Civility, puſhed him 


after Mr. Waſtern. 


Thus ended this bloody Fray ; and thus ſhall 


end the fifth Book of this Hiſtory. 


Tue END or THE FIRST VOLUME. 


